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THE DAY I TOOK OUR CATTLE TO GRAZE

One day when [ was 10 years old, it was my turn to take
our cattle out to graze. After eating rice that morning, I went to
see three of my friends and told them that we should go together
to take our cattle out to graze. Then I went to our cowshed and
untied our two cows and two bulls. After untying our cattle, my
friends and I put our cattle together in one large herd and took
them out to graze.

Then the four of us had a discussion about where we
should take our cattle. 1 suggested that we take them to
Basantarko Woods, and my friends thought that was a good
idea. We walked along a path by a stream, and it took us an hour
to get there. Then I asked my friends, “Who wants to stay here
with his cattle and who wants to take his cattle up the hill to
graze?”

One of my friends suggested that he and 1 take our cattle
up the hill. So the two of us took our cattle up the hill. My other
two friends stayed by the stream to let their cattle graze. Then an
hour later, my friend and I brought our cattle back down to the
stream.

When it was time to go home, each of us counted our
cattle. My three friends had all of their cattle, but one of my

bulls was missing. My friends told me to go look for my missing
bull.

| asked my friends to watch my cattle while 1 went to look
for my lost bull.

Then I went off into the woods alone to look for my bull.
As I was searching for my bull. I saw a big leopard coming
toward me. [t was only about 50 feet away. As soon as | saw it, |
shouted in a loud voice, “Abhii!”” When the leopard heard me
shouting. it ran oftf quickly.

Then forgetting all about my lost bull. I ran as fast as I
could down to the stream to meet my friends. When they saw
me, one of my friends shouted. “What happened to you? Why



did you come back without your bull? Everyone in your family
1s going to be mad at you.”

[ told my friends that I had seen a leopard. and they all
wanted to know what it looked like. T said that it was very big
and frightening and that it growled and said “aaaaaa™ when it
saw me. All my friends were afraid after hearing about the
leopard.

Then. without looking for my lost bull, my friends and 1
took the rest of our cattle home and tied up each cow and bull in
its own shed.

After we finished taking carc of our cattle, we told
everyone in the village that there was a leopard in the woods.
When they heard that I had seen a leopard, everyone was afraid.

After that everyone in the village said, “No one should go
to the woods alone.” I agreed and said. “If we go to the woods
alone, a leopard might eat us.” But 1 added, “We also nced to be
careful when we’re at home at night because a leopard could
sneak into the village.”
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