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Renowned for its Tandoori cooking from the
North West Frontier Region of India, the Bukhara is
now open at the Soaltee Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza.

The Bukhara, located by the Poolside, is open for
Lunch and Dinner seven days a week. The meal
in the rugged interiors of the restaurant,
is quite an experience !! You may even take back
a picture of yourself with the Chef.

The Bukhara - a World of a Difference !

SOALTEE

CROWNE PLAZA®
KATHMANDU

For Reservations please call Chef Bhaskar Sankhari or
Restaurant Manager Dilli Ram Dhungel at 272555 Extn 6555
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Ideology and Ignorance

Having worked with Tibet and Tibetans
for 25 years, | have reached the conclu-
sion that there are basically two reasons
[or the South Asian intellectuai's lack of
interest in the Tibet issue, a point
highlighted by Tsenng Wangyal {Qpin-
ion, May 1996).

First, there is the ideological bias.
South Asia and South America are the
only two places in the world where old-
style communism still lives on. It is still
fashionable, to a certain extent, to be a
communist in these countries. [n Europe
we could easily see what lile was like in
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, and
in Southeast Asia, the deterring examples
were China and Vietnam. But in South
Asia, the communist countries were {ar
away and so the people never saw the
obvious [aults of the communist system.
Although China (Tibet) is geographically
close, it is culturally and politically
distant.

Second, ignorance abounds. Even
educated and otherwise well-informed
South Asians are often surprisingly
ignorant about each other's countries and
about other Asian nations. For example,
Indians often tell me that they are making
hefty progress in the telecom sector and
that India now has over ten million
telephone lines. When 1 tell them
that China installs ten million
telephone lines every year, they
don't believe me.

Another example: the otherwise so
pious and devout Sinhala Buddhists of 5ri
Lanka have absolutely no idea about
Buddhism in Bhutan, Tibet or
Mengolia, and they hardly
know anything ahout the
Tibetan refugees, the Dalai
Lama, elc. Just two weeks
ago, before the Dalai Lama's
visit to Sweden, 1 told the
chairman of the Sinhala
Buddhist Association here in
Sweden about his visit (he
had no idea about it although
it had been in the press for
many days) and his response
was: "Is he coming directly
from Tibet?”

This ignorance is, of course, partly
caused by the Western (or Anglo)
complex that still pervades former British
colonies, where people are quite well-
informed about the West but take very
little 1nterest in their neighbourhood. The
Indians were not interested in Japan until
the Japanese "discovered" india, and in
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three years, tock over the entire
two-wheeler market.

Because of all this, incidentally, !
think Himal South Asia is trvingto do a
very good thing. In your Internet
homepage, you say you want 1o inform
Indians about Pakistan, Sri Lankans abeut
Nepal, etc. That's commendable and
necessary.

David Stahl
Empatum AB, Stockholm

Tibetan and Bhutanese Refugees
With reference to Tsering Wangyal's
opinion "A jaundiced View of Tibet" (May
1996), in which he refers to the Scuth
Asian intelligentsia's neglect of
the Tibet issue, as an exiled
Tibetan intellectual in New
Delhi, the writer is, [ am sure,
aware of the expulsion ol
ethnic Nepalis from Bhutan,
And yet, there is great silence
about this on the part of

the South Asian intellectual

as well.

There are by now about
as many Lhotshampa refugees
{rom Bhutan as there are
Tibetan refugees, and yet the
whele world knows ahout the
latter, while it knows next to
nothing about the former,

To take the matter further afield, as a
Nepali living in America, | remain
eoncerned as to why there has been
almost total silence in the American media
about the human rights issue in Bhutan.

And certainly no American intellectual
has to this day, as [ar as | am aware,
said anything publicly about the
persecution of an ethnic people in

3

yet another Himalayan "Shangri La."
Individuals, like nations, have their
own agenda. They support or ignore a
cause according to how such a cause fits
into their personal or private scheme of
things. Sometimes they are moved to act
out of genuine concern and good will; at
other times, for pnivate, sellish gains.
Despite protests, the United States

government has once again awarded the
most-favoured nation status to China.

1 have a colfee cup with the [ollowing
words: "So many books, so little time." ]
will paraphrase that to "So much suffer-
ing, so little {selective?) outery .."

Rajendra S. Khadka
Berkeley, California

Celluloid Successes
Ramyata Limbu is right {"Back to Square
One", May 1996). Nepali films lack the
glamour and sophistication of Hindi
cinema aithough Nepali producers copy
the masaladar Bombay-type films of India.
But what surprises most is that producers
have not bothered to take
advantage of the beautiful
stories written by Nepali
writers and convert them
into celluloid.

As for not having
our own Satyajit Ray, |
would like it to be
remembered that the
Nepali-speaking world has
had its share of good [ilms
in the past, such as
Paralko Aago, Hijo Aaja
Bholi and Manko Bandh,
Satyajit Ray himself was

- quite impressed by Paratko
Aago directed by Pratap Subba and had,
in fact, even booked a theatre to screen
the movie for some of his [riends. It
would seem from this that some of our
directors are worthy of consideration.
" It is not true thar Nepati films -
started out as copies of Hindi {ilms.
The deterioration in quality is somehow
linked to the change in the movie-
going public from being of the
upper and middle classes to that
of the lower classes. Producers began
to sense that it is the {ormula films
similar to Bollywood productions
which would succeed. The only hope
“is that some bold directors and
producers come along and extricate
the Nepali (ilm industry {rom its
present degenerate state,
Bidur Gurung
Darjeeling

Universal Hindus

Dipak Gyawali's article on Hinduism,
("Challenged by the Future, Shackled by
the Past”, May 1996) will, of course, be of
interest to many South Astan Hindus. But
when Mr Gyawali states that it is hard 1o
reform an archaic religion like Hinduism
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because "there is no visible enemy in the
form of another religion without, and no
pope to attack within", he seems to have
forgotten that Hinduism is not a religion
but, rather, a way of lile.

The strength of Hinduism lies in its
many ways of analysing the universe and
our life 1n this planet and beyond. Its
universality and colourful inquiry of life is
the cornerstone of Hinduism. It would be
wrong to interpret this characteristic of
Hinduism as complacency.

Bikas Man Shrestha
Asan Tole, Kathmandu

 Hindu

Dipak Gyawali's
attributing to Swami
Vivekananda the
statement “Burn the
Gita and take up
[ootball if they really
wanted to practise
spirituality” in his :
article "Challenged by Ay
the Future, Shackled by s ﬁ
the Past” (May 1996} is |
misleading. '

It is true that the
swami made some
strong statements.
When the mass of the population was
weak, forceful assertions were required to
awaken them, but 1 am not aware of
Vivekananda having ever made a call to
*burn the Gita."

After his return from America,

" Vivekananda said that Brahmins are
physically weak because they do not
consume meat and that they should eat
meat and play lootball to make their
bodies strong. Only then can religion be
understood, he said.

It was necessary to say this at that
time because able-bodied, strong men
were required to confront the Bntish
regime. Those who are mentally strong
are always few in number while those
with physical strength are numerous.

Gautam Buddha too had not eaten
any food for 39 days, but he realised later
that such extreme austerity was taking
him nowhere and he consequently hroke
his fast by eating
rice pudding. It was he who
later suggested that people
follow the middle path.

Likewise, in the Gita, 1t is said:

Yukatahara viharasya yuhata

cheshtasya karmasu

Yuhata swapnavevodhasya yogo bhavati

dukha ha

{Those people who
regulate their diet, habitation,
sleep and work, progress
forward in the yoga.)

Vivekananda has also said
that one cannot understand religion
on an empty stomach and likewise a
poor person cannot understand
charity. Therefere, just as to
understand charity one should
be cconomically well off, 1o
understand religion one should
have a healthy physique.
Bimala Sharma
Lalitpur, Nepal

Lure of Danger

There is something | would like to
add o your piece on the Everest
tragedy last spring (June 1996). As a
direct result of the fantastic, world-
wide coverage this tragedy received,
in all likelihood, there will be many
more tourists taken up by the
magnificence and death in the
Himalaya. lronically this has
achieved in terms of advertisement
what Nepal's financially strapped
Ministry of Tourism could never
have dreamt of. But what the
potential trekker and mountain
climber has to realise is that these
activities and expeditions are fraught with
danger if basic rules are disregarded. And,
certainly, they should be wary ol expedi-
tion organisers who guarantee hundred
percent success. In expeditions to
mountains like Everest, it may be saler to
say all bets are off.

Buddha Basnyat

Medical Director

Himalayan Rescue Association
Kathmandu

Missing Maldives
I was quite impressed by the standard of
the magazine. What 1 could not under-
stand, however, is why, while you have
covered all other South Asian countries,
the Maldives is missing.

Prayag Sharma

Baneswor, Kathmandu

30 Billion Litres

I found the "Abominably Yours" of the
May issue particularly apposite, especially
the fact that 30 billion kitres of extra water
will be needed if everyone in South Asia
were to use flush tolets. Even in Britain,
people are beginning to observe, after last
year's water shortages which will probably

continue this year, that it is ridiculous to
use drinking water to {lush toilets,
water gardens and wash cars. But, of
course, nothing will be done about
it, as it will not in South Asia.

Bu the way, when I moved
into my London [lat many
years ago, the flushing system
marked "Thomas Crapper &
Son, Chelsea." It must be the
same Crapper mentioned in

the British High Commissioner's
letter to Sulabh.

Joseph Johnson

Leyburn, United Kingdom

Limitations of Discipline

Before 1 present a few of my observations
on Dilli R. Dahal's "The Fallout of Deviant
Anthropology" (May 1996), [ would like
to make my premises clear. Lionel Caplan
and Mr Dahal are both senior and well-
respected anthropologists. (Introducing
Mr Dahal as a "social scientist" was
perhaps inappropriate, il not camouflag-
ing.) Both have done monumental work
on eastern Nepal.

The main allegations of Mr Dahal
against Mr Caplan is that the latter
induiged in "biased anthropology”, that
he did not look into all the facts, that his
study was methodoelogically [aulty, and
that he drew a pre-ordained conclusion.
In short, he did not do justice to the
Bahuns of Ilam district in eastern Nepal in
his book Land and Social Change in East
Nepal (1970}

The first two charges can be taken
together. Mr Dahal seems to have a _
puristic view of how scientific disciplines
like anthropology should behave. In any
discipline, the innate activity is to build
concepts and theories. The process ol
concept/theory building is essentially the
process of what is called the silting of
data/experiences: those which fall in a
pattern are included and those which do

Readers are invited to comment,
criticise or add to information and
opinions appearing in HSA. Letters
should be brief, to the point, and may
be edited. Letters that are unsigned
and/or without addresses will not
be entertained. Include daytime tele-
phone number, if possible.

PO Box 7251 Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel 977-1-522113, 523845, Fax 521013
email: himal@ himpc.mos.com.np
http: /Awww.south-asia.com/himal
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not are excluded. This process of inclu-
sion and exclusion is inherent in any
discipline, be that anthropology or
physics. If every datum/experience is to
be taken into consideration, this scientific
exercise comes to a standstill, or is
stunted, or ne conclusions can be drawn
at all because, as Mr Dahal rightly says,
the facts constitute a complex pbenom-
enon. Therefore, il such a scientific
exercise proves to be biased, it is the
himitation of the discipline, not of its
practitioner.

1 would like to know what method-
ological fallacy Mr Caplan had committed
but Mr Dahal is silent about it after having
made the claim. T would like to peint out
that methods of inquiry need to be chosen
according to the context. The textual
knowledge ol methodology is an asset
only to begin with; it may not lead one to
the destination sought for which im-
promptu modifications/changes are often
necessary. Mr Dahal, being an experi-
enced hand at fieldwork, must certainly
know this.

Regarding pre-ordained conclusions,
Mr Dahal will surely agree that it requires
some amount of prior inlormation about
the problem under investigation. British
academic orthodoxy being what it is, Mr
Caplan must have read a lot about Nepal
and learnt the Nepali language before
going to llam, but could he have
gone to the field with a conclusion
which he conlfirmed alter 13 (not 12)
months?

Even il one were to grant that Mr
Caplan had pre-conceived conclusions, it
should not be forgotten that the
(re)production of knowledge about
Nepal, particularly about east Nepal,
was until then almost entirely in the
hands of high-caste hill Nepalis, the
people who were castigated in Land and
Social Change. On the other hand, the
accounts of British administrators were
too descriptive and generalised to indicate
anything towards what Mr Caplan linally
arrived. This also negates Mr Dahal's
imputations about pre-conceived
conclusions.

It may be further pointed out that
Mahesh Chandra Regmi (in his monu-
mental work, Land Tenure and Taxation in
Nepal, published six years after Mr Caplan
published his), agrees with Mr Caplan's
views on the kipat system, which form the
core of the latter's book. The only
difference between these two scholars is
that while Mr Regmi uses terms like "non-
Limbus" and "high caste", Mr Caplan
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bluntly uses *Bahun" thereby causing a lot
of heartburn and irmtation among those
who have not been able to shed
*Bahunism" in Nepal.

Finally, I would like to say that
"deviant anthropology” is more a merit

than a demerit. Mr Dahal perhaps takes it

as a negative attribute because his own
doctoral thesis enutled Poverty or Plenty:
Inrovative Responses to Pepulation Pressure
in an Eastern Nepalese Hill Community
{1983) could not prove to be "deviant*.
His baok only confirmed what the Aryan
discourse on Nepal says about the
backwardness of the Mongoloid hill
Nepalis—that they have become back-
ward because of their own cultural vices
like alcoholism and non-vegetarianism.
This is what the dominant discourse says
and Mr Dahal has only supported it with
his data.

Tanka B. Subba

Department of Anthropology

North-Eastern Hill University

Shillong, India

Fashionable Homogenising

Dilli R. Dahal may be right in taking
Lionel Caplan to task for homogenising
"the Brahmins" and oversimplilying the
ethnic relations in the region he studied.
But Mr Dahal is guilty of precisely the
same error in homogenising "Western
anthropologists”, who surely vary as
much in the degree to which they wear
"cultural blinders" and are "career
driven" as Brahmins or any other
group vary in their degrees of greed

or honesty.

It is also simply not the case, as
pointed out by Mr Dahal, that questions
ol the "ethics of anthropological practice"
are "rarely raised". 1t is [ashionable these
days to trash anthropology, vet this
field—more than virtually any other—
spends a good deal of time
reflecting on questions of ethics in
research, although we may not
always get it right.

Instead of placing blame on either
some undilferentiated Brahmins or some
undifferentiated anthropologists, we
would all do better to examine the
structural and historical conditions
under which any privileged group or
individual is able to wind up with a
disproporticnate share of the wealth of
the nation.

Sherry B. Ortner
Professor of Anthropology
University of California,
Berkeley

Surpassing the Limits of Suggestion
South Asian countries today are gradually
coming closer to each other day by day
through multifarious programmes, From
this angle of vision, the publication

of a journal which incorporates
information on the different fields of
South Asian activity is a very timely
gesture.

But I bave a minor suggestion to
make. The cover picture ol the June issue
is perhaps not befitting the spirit of this
publication. Keeping in view the name of
the journal, a very charming picture of the
Himalaya or of Mount Everest or a
prominent natural scene may find place
on the cover which, to my estimation, will
make the journal much more attractive
and consuming,

I do not know il 1 have surpassed the
limit of going to the extent ol giving this
type of suggestion, but as a first reader of
your journal, | considered it my duty to
point out to you what { thought better. If
it is considered as an excess exercise, |
may kindly be excused.

Abdul Quayyum Thahur
Joint Secretary
Ministry of Planning, Dhaka
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COMMENTARY

India

"LOVE THY
NEIGHBOUR"

Within India, the image of the United From govern-
ment in New Delhi might have begun to tarnish after
anall-too-briefhoneymoonwith the media. But, were
a poli to be conducted 1n the surrounding countries,
Prime Minister H D Deve Gowda's coalition would
emerge with [lying colours.

No sconer had Mr Deve Gowda assumed office in
June, than there was a message of congratulations
from across the border in Pakistan. Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto offered to resume high-level hilateral
talks that had broken off acrimoniously in early 1994,
(Earlier, when the Bharatiya Janata Party held power
in New Delhi for all of two weeks, there had been
deafening silence from Islamabad.)

Within 24 hoeurs, the Indian side responded
positively to the overture and despite some minor
hiccups, the talks are very much on the anvil. Signifi-
cantly, the two countries have also decided to include
Kashmir in the tatks.

Pakistan has also accorded India the Most
Favoured Nation status and allowed the import ofkey
Indian goods that had hitherto been banned. This
follows Islamabad's initialling of the Scuth Asian
Preferential Trade Agreement. For its part, India had
already allowed Pakistan access to its more than 900
million-strong market.

it 15 hoped that escalating trade will ultimately
help thaw the [rigid bilateral ties between the two big
plavers of South Asia. The new government i New
Delhi, bound neither to the supra-nationalist rhetoric
of the predecessor Bharatiya Janata Party govern-
ment, nor the legacies which are the Congress Party's
burden, is ideally situated to pusb through initiatives
on the diplomatic front.

Inder Kumar Gujral, the new Cxternal Affairs
Minister, has said that relations wath Pakistan would
follow the mode! of relations with China where talks
progress despite contentious issues "Ultimarely when
issues like trade and travel improve we can even sort
out the pertinent issues in a more tranguil atmo-
sphere. The suspicions are less and the intentions are
not doubted," he told a fortnightly news magazine.

Justas, or because, the Deve Gowda government
represents regional interests within India (see
Commentary, June 1996), it will perhaps be better
able appreciate the need for a regional outlook in
South Asia. Mr Gujral has said that his foreign policy
priority will be to enhance regional cooperation Even
as a statemnent ol intent, this represents a sea change
in New Delhi's sensitivity towards a need for region-
alism. As the biggest power by far in South Asia, India
has always been the most reluctant regional partner,
and it comes more naturally to the smaller neighbour

to speak of cooperation.

With surpnsing forthrightness, Mr Gujral said, "l
am willing to give more than 1 take. The central shift
from my predecessors will be that 1 am not an
advocate of quid pro quo. I believe that larger nations
must have larger hearts also." Brave and unprec-
edented words these, but Mr Gujral should he cau-
tioned that hold initiatives must be taken righr at the
beginning, with enough groundwork to allow the
momentumte carry il along. Any delay will rmean that
the room for manoeuvre in key {foreign palicy issues
will rapidly hecome narrow.

India is, no doubt, in the big league globally
when it comes 10 size of economy, geographical mass
and military prowess. This reality should dictate
magnanimity and willingness to compromise and
"give more than it recerves', which is also Mr Gujral's
attitude. His emphasis on the importance of the
region and the need to underplay India's size and
clout reflects an appreciation of a changed world
situation where empty sabre rattling over decades has
left South Asia where it began while the rest of the
world has prospered. Econormuc compulsions dictate
the need for building strong regicnal trade links so
that South Asia emerges as a viable trading blec.

The prohlem with centralisation of power in
New Delhi is that the Foreign Office takes the macro
and Delhi-centric view while deciding what is good
for the country. Thus, a number of initiatives that
could benelit different parts of the nation are either
neglected or ignored. It is now time for New Delhi to
appreciate the advantage that could be reaped by
individual Indian states as a result of a South Asian
regional warming, Thus, a liberal and open attitude
towards cross-border trade and interaction could
lead to promoting econemic activity involving, say,
Fastern Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Nepal. For decades,
the interests of the North Eastern states of India have
been held bostage due to the inability of India and
Bangladesh to agree on accessing Chittagong
port. Dhaka has also been unable to obtain New
Deihr's permission to sell goods directly to the North
East. Bangladesh now hopes this will be granted
under SAPTA.

Mr Gujral has said that because the Indian
economy is the largest in the region, he is willing to go
in for asymmetrical relationships and grant conces-
sions. This should be sweet music for Bangiadeshi
ears, for Dhaka has also been asking for a reduction of
tariffs on Bangladeshi goods entering the Indian
market to improve the trade balance that is currently
overwhelmingly in India's favour.

Given the volume of the Indian econemy, the
positive fallout from an opening of trade and com-
merce across South Asian boundaries may not at first
seem sizeable. However, the amount of trade will
raprdly grow to be big enough that even the largest
players in India will not be able tognore it Already,
Bangladesh provides a multi-million dellar market
for Indian goods and servieces. One senior Indian
journalist in a Dhaka seminar recently made light of
the value of such trade, but his businessmen compa-
triots will doubtless disagree.
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red-light breaker or a polluting vehicle, in return for
a Ittle something for 'chai-pani'.

The little people are the ones who sometimes get
caught. The big fish, those who take kickbacks and
comrnissions worth millions of rupees go scot-free,
and are seen to go scot-free. Parliamentarians and
ministers use their powerstoincrease their own perks
and privileges, like importing duty-free luxury cars,
at one third the cost of the local market and then
selling them for lakhs of profit in the marker.

The situation in Pakistan may seem hopeless, but
there exists widespread disillusionment which is fer-
tile ground {or a pathbreaking judge or courageous
politician te take the cue. In the meantime, if the
South Asian chapters of Transparency International
are serious about tackling corruption, they would do
well to look at realistic innovations and advances
within Scuth Asia rather than fawn over idealised
corruptionless societies of the West,

If it is true that the most corrupt are those at the
top, then in India at least, an awakened judiciary is
actively directing allairs against arrogant leaders who
have cheated the public without a second thought.
The pursuit ol high-profile cases against the mighty of
the land is a process that hopefully will transfer by
osmasis to the neighbouring countries, including
Pakistan. And speaking of underpaid civil servants
who take to corruption, Bhutan shows the way
with its tiny but well-paid bureaucracy which, at the
very least, we are told, does not bother with petty
corruption.

Nepal

HANG THE
ENVIRONMENTALIST

June was "hang the environmentalist" monthin Nepal,
with the chorus led by Water Resources Minister
Pashupati SJB Rana, followed by an assortment of
establishmentarian politicos and bureaucrats, and
journalists who do not read. The focus of their ire was
activists and intellectuals who were allegedly ob-
structing the construction of the Kali Gandaki A
project.

Kali Gandaki A is a relatively modest hut impor-
tant power project in central Nepal which needstobe
built te meet the country's growing energy needs.
Interestingly none of the activists was saying that Kali
Gandaki A should not be built. Instead, what they
were going on about was the lack of transparency 1n
decision-making related to the project, and asking
why its estimated cost had suddenly escalated in
recent years.

Why should there be so much aggravation when
guestions are raised about the high cost? Rather than
answer the question, the tack has been for politicians,
bureaucrats and newsmen to lambast "environmen-
talists" for being anti-dam, anti-development and
anti-national. They hlame the "environmentalists" for
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having "lost" Arun LI for Nepal, and are fearful that
the same thing will happen with Kali Gandaki A.

"Environmentalism™ isadirty word, according to
this crowd, and there is no convincing them that it
wasg not "environmental" arguments that killed Arun
11, the project which was cancelled by the World
Bank last year. Instead, it was the cballenge by well-
mnformed specialists who put forward cogent argu-
ments on the need for in-country capability-building
and the eccnomuc risks of an mappropriate project.
Those who successtully opposed, and whom the
World Bank heard before making its decision to back
out, were not eco-lundamentalist dam-haters. The
arguments against Arun 11, however, do not apply in
the case of Kali Gandaki A.

While the World Bank might have learnt its
lesson from Arun 111, the Nepali establishment cer-
tainly hasn't: witness the continuous atavistic baying
all of the month of June against "envirenmentalists"
when a) the activists have not called for cancellation
of Kali Gandaki A, and b) when these activists have
not uttered a word ahout the environmental unsuit-
ability of Kali Gandak:.

Asocial scientist, some day, will make anenquiry
into the current state of mental stasis in the Nepali
government. He/she will learn that the country has
been led up the garden path hy powerful and arrogant
politicians supperted by weak bureaucrats and
advised by the unlettered. They will use any argu-
ment as long as it is in their interest, which is 1o
tender, tender, tender. Thus, they need not even
understand all that the term "environmentalist" means
to use it over and over as the bogeyman to fulfit their
own ¢nds.

While the government employs the services of
clowns and comedians to counter the "environmen-
talists”, it~does not answer the one questions that the
activists have: why has the cost of Kal: Gandaki A
skyrocketed? In Novemnber 1993, a panel of experts
from the Asian Development Bank stated that the base
cost of Kali Gandaki would he USD 280 millicn. The
project estimate now, in mid-1996, 15 USD 450
million after so-called "design simpiifications”. The
fear of cost-paddingon the one hand and unnecessary
donor conditionalities on the other are genuine, and
the government is asked to respond.

As Mimuster Rana goes about calling activists
names, he gets carried away. All whao eppose damsare
part of a conspiracy of Western powers who do not
want progress in the South. he says (see sidebar).
These are arguments that are passe by a decade at
least, and the minister does serious discredit to Nepalis
when he implies that they are incapable of question-
ing projects on their own and that they are teols of the
“foreign hand”.

The campaign against "environmentalists", un-
fortunately, represents the state of Nepali politics
today, directed as it is by the arrogance of power
unrestrained by ideclogical underpinnings, aninabil-
ity to envision development, and a lack of self-
confidence It 1s so much simpler to label all those
who disagree with you as anti-development an

anti-national. &

These purveyors of
the pastoral dream
have a hidden neoco-
lonialist agenda.
Having achieved the
highest levels of
development in the
West they want to
freeze underdevel-
oped countries in
pastoral poverty. The
West does not need
any more large dams,
has built enough.
Europe exploited the
world's environment
to achieve its develop-
ment. Now they want
to prevent us {rom
exploiting the natural
resources in our own
backyard, with even
the best measures of
environmental
mitigation. 5o that we
are condemned to
perpetual underdevel-
opment. So that the
difference between
the advanced nations
and backwards ones
can be
institutionalised. Let
us oppose their
neocolonialist agenda
disguised as environ-
mental idealism.

— Nepal's Minister of
Water Resources,
Pashupati SJB Rana
speaking at a workshop
on "Managing the
Environmental Impact of
Water Resources
Development™ in

late June.
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A Post-Nationalist
outh Asia

The South Asian Nation needs to
re-invent itself before it is torn apart
by internecine conflicts.

by Imtiaz Ahmed

are all products of colonial history. There is no evi-

dence of such concepts or ideas having any relevance
o South Asia's history prior to the arrival of the
Europeans.

Indeed, the very fact that the Europeans (first the
Portuguese, followed by the Dutch, the French and the
British) arrived in South Asia as 'nations’ contributed to
the dilfusion of such ideas propagating a 'governing
principle for reproducing and replacing colonialism—
the former by way of organising the power ofthe colonialists
{or the benefit of the Curopean [atherland and the latterby
way of umting the indigenous population under the
leadership of the local deminant forces.

Nationalism in South Asa soon became one of
the major tactics for organising the majority of the
people for reproducing state power. But paradoxically,
due (o 1ts alien-ness and the mechanical way it was
appled, it also became a source of tension and unrest for
pluralist South Asia.

== Nationatism is [irst and foremost a modern construc-
tion with precise political ends. An obvious question to
ask is, what is modernity? What does it signily intellectu-

In South Asia, nation', mationalism’ and 'nattonhood’

ally and pohticaliy? Modernity, in essence, is the wisdom
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of the West. Having its roots in the European Enlighten-
ment, modemity nurtures a linear vision of progress,
including the idea that the West occupies a central
posiion in the histery of the world

Accordingly, "progress' 1s measured by the extent to
which non-Western, non-modernt societies have suc-
ceededin replicating the expenence of the modern "West-
e’ state politically, economically, technologically as
well as militanty.

In South Asia modernity is a condition of colonial
history. This fact itself separates South Asia's expenence
with modermty from the cne that has been nurtured by
the West. But there is more to 1t. In the nearly 200 years
of Bntish rule, the latter succeeded in translorming
the societies of colomal South Asia to such an extent that
a certain kind ol stigma, ctherwise relerred to as the
colonial legacy, continues 1o haunt the people uf South
Asia and there seems 1o be no respite frem 1t in the
immediate future.

This has come ahout not merely as a result of the
physical presence of the British, aithough it was a neces-
sary condition, but moere importantly as a result of the
organisation of 'colenialism proper’ (a synonym for intel-
lectual dependency of the South Asians on the West) by
the British.

Such replication of modernity, however, had two
critical impacts. On the one hand, 1t created a milieu
where a South Asian mind could survive withour being
imaginative, for 'imagination’ rested with the 'modern
West' and South Asia needed only to borrow from it.

On the other hand, contempt {or indigenous things
becarne a national elitist trait as more and more 'develop-
ment' of the nation state was modelled in the image of the
modern 'Western' state. Put differently, modern South
Asia was placed in a pitiful situation; it was made to
reproduce itself not only unimaginatively hut also with
things that were alten to it.

This intrusion of modernity and the organisation of
'colonialism proper' has brought inte South Asiaa precise
medel of nation state-building, different from both the
latter's pre-modern experiences and the modem "West-
ern' state. 'Model," however, is understood here notin the
sense of a miniature or a device representing the appear-
ance of things but rather as a device organising and
reproducing the tacties and strategies best suited to the
task of nation state-building.

Let me explain this by rellecting on three general
areas of nation state-building, namely, 'politics,' ‘eco-
nomics’ and 'military, which, i the light of their colomal
and post-colonial experiences, are no longer in their
puernle forms but represent specific 'models' of nation-
hood, development and security.

Medel of Nationhood

In all the South Asian states, nation-building is organised
and measured in terms of the 'will of the majonty,' the
latter defined, however, by the dommant social {orees
That is, nation states have tended to reproduce hegemony
and the power of the ruling class by fulfilling the demands
and aspirations of the majority people, who are often
reconstructed by categories as diverse as 'ethnic, "reli-
gious,' 'race,' language,’ or even a combination of some or
all of them.
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If this has resulted in the organisation and consclida-
tion of a 'majority,’ it has also created alienation of
minority communities The fragmentation of people into
'majority' and 'minonty’ communities has critical conse-
quences hoth at home and regionally. Let me explain
this further.

Under the subtle puidance of the hegemonic forces,
Hinduism in Indiaisincreasingly being transformed {rom
a multi-faceted religious system o a single unifying
conformist religion, almost in the likes of the
Judeo-Christian-1slamic tradition. Such a transforma-
tion, however, obliterates the social reproduction of the
caste system.

The 'outcaste’ Dalits, who are often found i a disad-
vaniageous situation vis-a-vis the caste-conscious Hin-
dus, have already reacted to this modermst trend. But
aside from this, there also exist inter-caste conflicts,
particularly between Brahmins and the se-calied hack-
ward castes’.

In asituation as complex and chaotic as this, the only
way o ensure the modermist transformation of Hinduism
and the organisation of a 'Hindu majerity' is to play the
communal card, mostly in the form of Muslim or Sikh or,
as it is increasingly found, non-Hindu bashing. In this
effort, all pelitical parties, either for making the majority
community the target of their electoral campaign or for
remaining dependent on it for recruiting members, are
involved And that includes the Communusts as well!

The power of the 'Hindu majority' in India is felt at
several levels, from communal riots to the demolition of
Babri Masjid at the hands of fanatics to the state-sponsored
militarisation of Kashmin society. Each of these levels,
either singularly or collectively, tend to reproduce hege-
moeny and the power of the majority community.

Such levels of vialent conflicts are less the outcome
ofa state-sponsored conspiracy than the result of the very
structure that has been organised to reproduce hege-
mony. But in this context, the reproduction of hegemony
n India, i so tar as it breeds fear and leads ({or instance)
to the underdevelopment of the minority Muslim com-
munity, creates conditions of mistrust and misgivings
within the majority Muslim communities across the bor-
der, namely in Pakistan and Bangladesh.

The reverse is equally true. That is, in Pakistan and
Bangladesh, the consolidation of the 'Mushm majority'
leads to the alienation of their respective minonties, often
contributing tv the deepening of animosity between them
and India

The nationalist consciousness in Sti Lanka also began
1o be constructed in a way, which, while favouring the
'Buddhist- Sinhala majority', put a burden on the latter to
'povern' and lead' the rest of the society, almost in the
fashion of Kipling's "White Man's Burden". Thealienation
of the non-Buddhist-Sinhala, particularly that of the
'Hindu-Tamil minonty', remained rooted in the national-
ist discourse that unfelded in the island. The success of
the Buddhist-Sinhala identity only undermined the inter-
ests of the Hindu-Tamils 1o the extent that berween 1956
and 1970 there was a drop from 30 to 5 per cent in the
proportion of Tamils in the Ceylen Administrative Ser-
viee, from 50 t 3 in the clerical service, 60 to 10 in the
prolessions (engineers, doctors, lecturers), 40 te 1in the
armed forces and 40 to 5 in the labour forces.

Modernity,
in essence,
is the
wisdom of
the West
and it
nurtures a
linear
vision of
progress in
which the
West
occupies a
central
position in
the history
of the
world.
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it does not take much imagination to contemplate
how the Hindu-Tamils weuld react. Indeed, the 'Tamil
Tigers' arose out of a nationalist discourse well-disposed
towards the 'Buddhist-Sinhala majonty’, one which has
been organised, nurtured and meticulously followed 1n
paost-independence Sri Lanka. Not long after such devel-
oprents, the (Sri Lankan) Hindu-Tamils impressed their
plight upen the 'Hindu majority’ of India, a factor that
soon contributed to the state of misgiving and suspicion
between India and $ri Lanka

The case is no different for other nation states of
South Asia. Today, Muslim Pakistan,' 'Hindu India,
‘Buddhist Sri Lanka,''Mushm Bangladesh, "Hindu Nepal !
all suggest the simultaneous orgamsation of the 'majority
community' and the 'nation state,' albeit in each case in
the manner defined by the dominant social forces

Interestingly, both 'regimented' and 'democranc’ re-
gimes play identical roles in this regard. both catering to
the hopes and aspiratons of the majority community; in
the case of the former, such catering is more often
deliberate and crude compared to democratic regimes

In fact, in democratic regimes, the organisation of
majoritarianism is more related to electoral politics, where
parties are forced to woo the majority section of the
people o win elections. In a socially fragmented society,
often the party or candidate would settle for the easicst
way—that is, heat up communal or religious feelings to
organise the nation and the nationalities.

In this context, Nepal's case is an interesting one,
where the transition to democracy is equally matched by
a transition from a predominantly 'Hindu Kingdom' to a
(democratic} state which 15 tncreasingly championing
conformist or syndicated Hinduism to reconstruct the
majoTity community.

Model of Development

But lest one understands the activities taking place in the
political domain as something bordering on a series of
conspiracies under the leadership ol the dominant forces,
it is important to refer to the 'developmentality’ of the
state, 1.e., a mentality where 'development' 1s primarily
geared towards the needs and aspirations of the 'majority’
of the people.

The critical thing to reflect upon is the task of making
the bourgeois 'national ' While lots of emphasis has been
given 1o the bourgeois side of the term 'national bourgeo-
sie! little attention has been given to the other half. An
example or two will make this clear,

It is common to say that in India the economy is
developing under the leadership of the 'national bour-
geoisie,' while in Nepal or Bangladesh it is developing
under the leadership of the 'rising national bourgeoisie,
the latter having strong imprints of compradonsm and
pettiness. But how did the members of the bourgeoisie
come into being? What sort ol schooling did they have?
What constructed their minds? From where do they get
their fresh recruits?

Indeed, the organsation of the naucnal bourgeoisie
requires certain specific tacucs, which, at times, include
elements as diverse as intellectual intervention and devel-
opmental protectionism.

Education, or more precisely, national education, is
vitally important. In all South Asian nation states educa-

tion is delivered in a way which, while reproducing the
model of development suited tco the hegemonic forces,
tends to make the school-goers and, later on, the learned
few mationalist’. With this is an implied bias towards the
majority community which has cntical implications in
the maintenance of inter-state animosity.

Moreover, the governments of all Seuth Asian nation
states are involved not merely in the development of the
public school system but also in organising the content of
knowledge Such governmentalisation of knowledge,
however, not only limits competition and creauvity,
which otherwise ¢ould be found in autonomeus and
independent schooling, but also caters to the populism of
the majority community bent on orgamsing the
developmentality of the state.

This situation undermines the quality of education
on the cne hand, and invites dissent from the minority
communities on the other. [t creates conditions for civil
and inter-state conllicts (between majority and minority
communities, and between the different nation states of
the region), and retards the generation of innovative ideas
towards resolving such contlicts.

It is not difficult to see the inteliectual parameters in
which the public at large and the national bourgeoisie in
particular are brought up in South Asia. Once the
developmentality of the state takes shape, it quickly
beginstoinfluence the entire range ol activities, including
the much-respected phenomenon of developmental pro-
tectionism.

In the case of the Farakka Barrage and Kaptal Dams,
for example, the cinzens of both India and Bangiadesh,
when tutored about the merits of their respective dams,
find themselves being fed with strong scientific and
technotogical reasoning, including the reasoning of
progress and modern development. But such reasoning
ends at their respective borders, lor both governments
take a moral position, and this time thoroughly devoid of
any scientific and technological reasorung, when refer-
ring to the consequences brought ahout by the dam
of the other.

Bangladeshis, forced to live with an alarmingly
low level of water in the rivers during winter seasons, are
time and again reminded of the ill-effects of Farakka,
while the indians, forced to share the burden of setthng
more than 50,000 Chakmarefugees in Arunachal Pradesh,
blame Kaptai for the refugee flow. Neither, however,
darcs blame the development of dams within their
own borders!

Indeed, we have been brought up in a way to believe
that unless cur ‘national interest’, 'national waterways',
mational market', 'national development', etc, are pro-
tected by the states, not only will there be no development
of the country but the leadership (or more precisely, the
bourgeoisie), in whom the onerous task of development
has been entrusted, will also cease to be national. 1n the
process of glorifying the mation’, we seemto haverivialised
the pecple both within and cutside our borders!

Model of Security

There is an intrinsic relationship between the develop-
ment of the medern state and the development of modern
security forces. This is true not only with respect to the
security forces as an institution but, importantly, with
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regard to the guestion of organising and defining the
security problems of the country

In fact, not only do the security forces, in the hack-
drop of the organisation of the nation state, hecome
‘manned’ hy the members of the majority community
(much ahove their percentage in the country's popula-
tion} but, interestingly, the majority community itself
becomes the 'purpese’ for the organisanion and develop-
ment of the security forces,

Consequently, national security becomes a thing of
the majority, predisposed towards the 1ask of organising
and reproducing the latter's hegemony. In the case of
South Astan nation states, this has led to the construction
ofhostile structures enly to reproduce inter-state animas-
ity between the countries.

In the backdrep of the communalisauen of the
modern state, the development of the Indian securnty
forces is viewed in Bangladesh in communal terms. A
sizeable section of the Bangladeshi intelligentsia views the
might of the Indian military, including the 1974 nuclear
explosion at Pokharan, as something representing the
might of the majority Hindu community.

It is from this perspective that one must understand
that behind Bangladesh's endorsement of Pakistan's Seuth
Asian Nuclear Weapon Free Zone and Nepal's now-
defunct Peace Zone Proposal lies its tacit approval for a
'balance of nuclear terror' in South Asia, one which has
been made pessible by nothing other than the alleged
development of Pakistan's 'Tslamic bomb'.

Given the balance (or rather the imbalance} of forces
between India and Bangladesh, the latter's Indophobia is
understandable. What 1s less understandable is India's
concern with the organisation of Bangladesh's national
security; unless, of course, itis viewed from a majoritarian
perspective. True to its modernity, Bangladesh's secunty
forces, like those of India, have become a thing of the
majority. This is best reflected, albeit to different degrees,
in the alienation of the minonty communities, both
Hindus and the hull people of the Chittagong Hill Tracts
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While the insurgency in the CUT, as cne Indian
scholar maintains, "is being actively supported hy New
Delhi, which sees it as an opportunity to control its
impoverished neighbour " it1s less important, vutside the
Staie of Tripura, in reproducing hegemony. Indeed, far
more important in this task s the manner in which the
dismal condition of the Hindu minority in medern
Bangladesh is interpreted and organized in 'Hindu major-
ity' India. It 13 no surprise, therefore, that the issue of
migration from Bangladesh gets top priority i India,
including (alas, amongst many sericus litterateurs and
their works) Taslima Nasreen and her Lujju.

Orne important fact that needs te be stressed is that
both Hindus and Muslims, albeit more 'poor Muslims',
have migrated from Bangladesh to India 10 overcome
economic and envirenmental hazards. We need not go
into the relationship between the development of such
hazards and the developmentality of the state, which 1s
not very difficult to discern. What is interesting is that the
activities surrounding mgration have become more of a
security issue, with security forces on both sides of the
border playing a determining role. It is otherwise not
difticult to see that India's ‘push hack' policy or, inversely,
Bangladesh's 'push in' prohlem, while strengthening the
security lorces, help repraduce hegemony and the power
ofthe majority communities in both India and Bangladesh.
In the meanume, the people suffer ...

What is to be done?

The answer begs both theoretical and practical interven-
tions_ If the organisation of the nation state usell is the
source of alienation and suffering, it is [wiile o keep
strengtheming the nation state to try 1o contain such
alienation and suffering,

In fact, what is required 1s not only a critical appre-
ctation of the state of things but more importantly, the
mmagination and the will o 'rethink’ and transform the
state of things [tis very difficult to cutline a precise plan,
particularly relating to the practical side of the 'rethink-

In the
process of
glorifying
the nation,
we seem to
have
trivialised
the people

13



Cover

If the
nation state
itself is the
source of
alienation
and
suffering, it
is futile to
keep
strengthening
the nation
state

14

ing' and the transtormation that is to be accepted from it

Let us look at just three
intervention is reguired to transform the current state
af things:

arcas where innovative

1. Reinventing Security. The tniadic representation of
secunty forces (e, army, navy and airforce, with the
nuclear opuon for some) has outlived its utiliy even from
a purely strategic perspective (unless. of course, one
assumes that we are still living in the age of Lerritonal
expansion and the colonisation of peeple). In fact, inthe
case of Bangladesh and Sn Lanka, the air force can safely
be dismantled and the regular army replaced by (three- year
service) voluntary armed forees.

As for India and Pakistan, given their current state of
arms butldup, a more realistic appreach would be to
decentralise the national army and provide avenues for
nun-offensive defence to take over. But this would require
2 new made of thinking in delence strategy, something
that is now ataboo 1o military persenneland well-wishers'
of the modern armies of South Asia.

The urgency for reinvenung security, however, lics
elsewhere. fanyllung is goingto bring about reinvention,
i 1s paradoxically the increased use of security forees in
cvil conllicts in Souwth Asia This is because the more
security forces hecome essential o the task of contlicy
resolution, the more the art of government becomes
paralysed, leading to lurther militarisation,

indeed, the art of government, if it is to remain avil
and innovative, requires freedom. It cannot spread and
develop in an environment of regimentation Itis, there-
fore, no surprise that in the mudst of an increased vse of
the security forces, the governmenis ol all south Asiun
states time and again fail to nurture a lasting solution 1o
their respective avil contlicts.

Il civil unrest 1s to be contained, the much-abused
notion of national security' needs 1o be reptaced with a
more seber and pracucal notion of socictal security. With
the oreanisation of the fatter, much of the current think-
ing on security, including the arsenals that it had helped
to reproduce. will stmply become redundant

2. Reinventing Development. In light of the conse-
quences of (mal)development, 1t is quite clear that the
politically-constructed modern majoritarian state has iost
its willto supportand nurture the matenal aspirations not
enly of the minority communities, but also of a sizeable
section of the majority community. In this context, it is
high time for the public and the politicans alike w
rethink development. qumwmluonc arca Lo start with

The medernist mind has become uncovperative and
conflictuat, when what we necd 15 an education that van
produce 'cooperative minds' in large numbers. set to
reproduce the pewer of nations and nationalities, modern
education tends to reproduce vielence and conflicts, even
considers them acceptable, so long as they are dirccted
against alien cultures, nations or countries. Much of the
prablem, apart from illiteracy, lies with the kind of
education that we have been providing. The children of
Seuth Asia are literally brought up as 'nationalists,” tu-
tored to {all in love only with the nation that they have
been born in. Making people literate is, of course, the
first step. But literacy alone will not guarantee the produc-

L

tion of 'cooperative rmunds', Modern but fragmented Sri
Lanka, with a high literacy rate. is a good example. What
we need 15 a thorough and an innovatve remaking ol our
education, at both nattonal and regional levels.
Nationally the organisauen and reproduction of the
mational curricwdur' must be abandoned and in its place
a curriculum of the people must be designed to perform
the newer task of conperation. Al the regional level, there
must be cooperation among, issue-oriented faculties
throughout the region to create South Asian' minds,
through eumuhmg bike a "South Asian University”. 1f
such a unversity, along with the changes in the curricu-
lum nationaily, could he introduced and sustained, it
would go a long way m freesng our minds from the
conthet-prone nationahst and communalist discourses.
Developmeni will Ihm cease Lo be 'mavonal' and 'commu-
nal' instead 1t would he constructed on newer and
frendly grounds, wnh people as its sole concern. Its
students would lock imo the business of organising
cooperation in diverse fields, not from the standpoint of
nations and states but from the standpont of people.

3. Reinventing the State. The urge o idenuify ourselves
in nationa! terms, including the practices of modemn
m:{]u_)rltarlanmn has created havoe. Given our pluralism,
one which s {ar different from the Western expenence,
the organisation ol such natonal states has led 1o the
alienation and suppression ol minorty commueite
They have become pariahs in their own states. ‘luqhus 0
be rectified. not merely for sake of idealismy, but for the
interest of the country and the region. Put dillerently, the
very rationality of the state must hr rethought’

There ought to be reasons'in life butitis dithieultto
understand why such 'reasons' must be borrowed ones,
that toe mostly from a bygone pertod of the West This s
not Lo suggest that we replicate what is fast tumm% out to
be a post-modernist era (albe a ‘pseudo’ oned in the
experience of the West, particularly of Furope, with the
Turopean Union as s flag-bearer.

In fact, one can have serious reservalions about some
of the developments now takang place in Furope, particu-
larly on immigration and the treatment of aliens. Rather,
what would he welcome is a serious, mnovative and
indigenous cffort n developing a rationale {or the state
that 1 responsible 1o all hving' and 'would-be living'
things around, devord of the current practices of both
inclusiveness and exclusiveness.

This 1s no casy task, but unless we have tried, and
tried well, we cannot just brush itaside simp sly as another
dream in the quest for free souls and a 11\mg,bless.cd wn]
tranquility in a post-nationalist South Asia!l 3

1. Ahmed is Associate Professor of International Relations at
the University of Dhaka and editor of Theoretical Perspectives,
Bangladesh.
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hen South Asia started 1s
independent journey as a
collecuon of statesin 1947,

it was in one sense a continuation of
the project South Asians had given
themselves towards the middle of the
nineteenth century. The project was
the modermsation of the region, and
it had three clear components. We
wanted to build nation states the way
those who then ruled Seuth Asia had
already done in Europe; we wanted
‘development’, even though the term
had not yet come into vogue; and we
had to inculcate in our generally "su-
perstitious”, “change-resisting’
people an appreciation of the prin-
ciples of scientific and technological
rationality

All three of these responsi-
hilities were formally vested in the
growing states of the newly
decelomsed countries. Thus, the new
South Asian states had 1o ensure not
only national security, which states
had been doing for centuries, but

also carry the hopes and ambitions of

millions.

Fifty years after mndependence,
it is obvious that there was some-
thing wrong in the way South Asia
imported the eoncept of state, as if it

were a talisman. We picked it up not
from life but from hooks. As a result,
our idea of the nation state was meore
purist than that of colomal societies
on which 1t was modelled. We
thought we could get what we needed
from Anglo-Saxon universities like
Oxford or Cambridge, so we did not
hother with the particulars of state-
formation and nation-building inthe
Continent.

The South Asian elite was also
oblivious of the fact that stale-
formation and naton-huilding usu-
ally had quasi-criminal antecedents.
Everywhere, nation states were built
on human sulfering and diseniran-
chisement of large sections of the
population. This was Tue even in
England 1f we had read between the
lines of the formal textbooks of his-
tory and politics, we would have
found many instances—{rom the [n-
elosure Movement to the demal of
which showed

franchise to women
that the emergence of epen society in
the Wesl did not come with the state’s
henediction, or from constitutionat
changes introduced by an enlight-
ened elite, or from texts. They came
through pelitical processes which the
state did not control.

d Self-Hatred

South Asia lifted the idea of nation
state from borrowed books. There is,
however, another way of entering
the twenty-first century.

by Ashis Nandy

Not learning [rom the experi-
ence of the West, South Asia has
merely telescoped the Western mode!
into its own societies. A kind of seli-
hatred is involved in the exeraise of
remodelling ourselves according to
someone clse’s history. That is the
tragedy of virtually every sociely in
this part of Asia.

A Kind of Self-Hatred

Nothing shows the hazards of this
dependence on texts better than the
surge of ethnic chauvinism in Scuth
Asia. In Sri Lanka, for instance, the
august principles ot Sinhala chauvin-
ism, the root cause of today's vio-
lenice, were worked out, among oth-
ers, by Dhammapala. He devised the
model of a menoculiural Sinhala na-
tion and a monolithic, dominant
Sinhala culture the same way that
V. D Savarkar developed the prin-
ciples of Hindutva sitting in Nagpur.
The only difference 15 that
Dhammapata sat at Caleutta in his
formative years and was influenced
by Vivekananda's writings on Hin-
duism. | do not hold Vivekananda
responsihle for the bloodshed today
in Sri Lanka, but Dhammapala rrught
have chesen te see in 51 Lanka a
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different kind of community havinga
different concept of pubhic hife and a
different form ol tolerance. He did
not. Having given himself the task of
improving the Sinhala, Dhammapala
managed to create posthumously two
antagenistic nationalities tn his coun-
try, the Sinhala and the Tamil

The tragedy of Sri Lanka is the
tragedy of every society in this part of
the world. Thus, since the end of the
nineteenth century, most major Mus-
lim reformers, reportedly operating
on the basis of the Quran and the
Hadith, have found the Muslims of
= uth Asia and Southeast Asia defi-
~znt. They have seen the Indonesian
suslims, who form the largest Mus-
lim country in the world, as periph-
eral Muslims; Indian Muslims, the
world’s second largest Muslim com-
munity, as no better; and, of course,
found the fish-eating Bangladeshi
Muslims, the world's third largest
Muslimecemmunity, quite obnoxious.

By this reckening at least 80
percent of the world's Muslims have
been rendered peripheral by
nineteenth-century South Asian Is-
i relormers and scholars influ-
enced by European specialists on Is-
lam. According to these European
scholars and their disciples in South
Asia, the West Aslan Muslims are the
authentic prototypical Muslims and
other Muslims have to try to approxi-
mate them

The Politics of Knowledge

The pelitics of knowledge in South
Asia must begin with the awareness
that knowledge resides not only in
us, or with our patrons or mentors in
the famous universities of the world
Knowledge also onginates, exists and
is waiting to be discovered in the
peaple living around us 1, for one,
was pushed into this awareness not
by studies of systems of knowledue,
but by studies of politics and cultures
of politics.

Year ago, some of us, when told
of the structural and functicnal pre-
requisites of democracy and why de-
mocracy could not survive in coun-
tries where education, economic
growth, urbanisation and modern-
isation were low, wanted to {ind out
why it was, then, that democracy had
survived in India. We found that the
so-called illiterate, rural, poor Indi-
ans had a larger stake 1n the demo-
cratic systermn because they wanted to
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change their fate through the use of
political power. Often, their rates of
political participation were higher and
they granted greater legitimacy to
their polincal system than the elect-
orate in the "advanced” democracies.

We began to suspect that the
argument ahout structural prerequi-
sites, whether 1t strengthened de-
mocracy or not, were meant o ¢n-
dorse the regimes of those Southern
societies which had suspended demo-
cratic rights but were part of the
Western bulwark agamnst the “red
menace” . The whole of Latin America
was at that time full of tin-port dicta-
tors. South Korea, Taiwan and Indo-
nesia also had autocratic regimes,
Ferdinand Marcos of the Philippines
used the argument to best advantage.
He was, he said, a democrat at heart,
hut the Filipinos were not yet [it [or
democracy. For the short run, there-
{ore, said Marcos, he had to act like a
strict school master.

Engaging fermulations of this
argument have been ventured by ev-
eryone from General Suhario to
Mahathir Mohammad. Mahathir sull
repeats i, with the only difference
that he now adds that, in Islam, the
concept of demacracy is different

Tt is while defying this argument
that we have been pushed towards
other kinds of ideas that would
legitimise culturally-rooted open so-
cieties. Creation of such societies
would involve a rediscovery ol our
other cultural selves, which we have
under-valued. For their part, South
Asians are challenged to rediscover
themselves and come 1o terms with
their multicultural identity.

Simultaneous Identities

Through the voluminous study of
the Indian Anthropological Sunvey
on the peoples of India which began
to be published in 1994, we find that
therce are some six hundred commzu-
nities in India which sall cannot be
identihed with any single religion.
They are simultaneously Hindu and
Muslimm, Hindu and Sikh, Sikh and
Christian, Sikh and Mushim, and so
on, But in cases like that of the Meos,
the largest Mushim community
around Delhi, which traces its ances-
wy from the Mahabharata, discrimi-
nation and communal riots have in-
creasingly threatened this bicultural
identity. Te the Meos, this 1dentity
now tends to be a liability, exactly as

it is an embarrassment to the
Westernised Indian

I have gradually come to suspect
that every person in South Asia has
mare than one identity. There 1s per-
haps no other partin the world where
people live with such immense
variety--with about 2000 languages,
20,000 castes and subcastes, more
than 230 tribes, and scores of re-
gronal, ecological and other cultural
differences. Sometimes, many ofthese
difference are 1o be found within
a person

The South Asians know how to
live with this diversity, though they
may have forgotten some of these
skills inn recent years, having chosen
to wear new wdeological blinkers that
blind them to all “traditional
community-based, culturally-trans-
mitted skills. The idea ol nation state
we have imported has played an
important role in this self-inflicted
blindness, for the narion states fears
diversity.

The Japanese are not embar-
rassed when their census reports that
amajority ol Japanese are Shinto and,
also, that 2 majority of them are Bud-
dhist. But to modern Scuth Asians,
such facts are an embarrassment. They
would like to see someone eitheras a
Hindu orasa Muslim, because that is
the way of Furopean scholarship,
and we look at ourselves through
s prism.

The end result was that the pol:-
ticians started exploiting the poten-
tialofhavingclear-cut self~definitens.
Using such definitions to divide the
populace, they are herding our socr-
eties up dangerous naths, However,
the politicians make use of these new
possibilities only because muodern-
day Seuth Asian intellectuals and the
middle classes have allowed them a
free run in the area of culture. We
have stood as silent witnesses (o the
destrucnion of vurhernage We could
have used this heritage differently
and more creatively, but we have not.

The intellectual challenge in
South Asia, therefore, 1sto rediscover
the South Asian self. For that, we
need to first lranscend our own selt-
hatred and seli-doubt

A. Nandy is with the Centre for the
Study of Devcloping Societies in New
Delhi
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A State and Its Death Sentences

Killer words have a place in the lexicon of states.
Their use can devastate societies.

by Zia Mian

ations and states are talked into existence, and
N kept alive by words. Listening to such words

suggests that while states and nations can speak
different languages, the structure of the languages they
speak is basically the same. And, as Neam Chomsky has
suggested for the mere mundane, day-to-day languages
of people, state languages may also have a grammar that
is pre-wired.

The basic "deep structures” of state languages include
national identity, the interests of the state, development
and security. From the United States of America to Niger
(ranked last in the UNDP Human Development Index),
these categories are part of every state's language But
unlike human language, every state's gramrmar has a space
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for killer-words. These are words that allow murder to be
thought and committed.

There are state killer-words that are backed by the
power ol the state: a declaration of war which leads to the
deaths of thousands, il not gillions, or a judge passing a
verdict of guilty and condemning a person to death. What
marks such wordsis that only particular people can speak
them, and that, too, only after a process of judgement.
These state killer-words are part of the vocabulary of a
system of official power. Without the legitimacy that the
system offers, they are just words.

There are also ideological killer-words, which form
part of a state's political process, but are ot legal. For
instance, {or a person to he called a communist was a
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certain way of getting killed in Chile, Guatemala. lran or
[ndenesia.

Then there are words that can kill by unleashing the
mob Almost anyone can use these words and produce a
result. The legitimacy, and thus effectiveness, of these
words lies not in law but in history and culture. But make
no mistake, the state 1s here too, as the varner and arbiter,
of collective listory and culture. Where the state picks up
these words and transforms them into ideslogy . orinto
law, there is penocide. Where it is silent, it atlows other
voices Lo speak these words,

In Pakistan, these killer-words are being used with
ever greater abandon. They started as a whisper and have
hecome a chorus. in the process, other voices are being
drewned out

State-words

The Pakistam state has long been speaking murderous
words, turmag again and again to violence to solve
political problems. Tast Pakistan was just the firstspeech
One description of what the Pakistam armed forces did
will sullice; "The Dengali working class and intelligentsia
were the first major target, The army shelled Dhaka
University and wiped out all the students and lecturersut
could find; soldiers invaded the women's hostel, raping
and killing the inmates. Artillery umits flattened
working-class areas, and trade-union and newspaper
offices were burnt to the ground. Tens of thousands were
killed in the first {ew days.”

As it is with such things, as time passes the speaker
remembers little of the details of what was actually said.
and constructs memories of what they think should have
been said The massacres in East Pakistan have become
"Indian dismemberment of Pakistan”. Similar processes
are at work in the wake of the state’s recourse to violence
in Baluchistanin the mid 1670s, Sindh in the early 1980s,
and then Karachi.

These passionate orations have been accompanied
by the more restrained, some would say civilised, conver-
sations that take place in the courts. According to the
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), from
1993 t0 1995, 361 people were sentenced to death. There
are now 2416 people awaiting execution in Pakistani jails.

The rate at which people will be tned and con-
demued to death by the courts is certam to imcrease, as the
death penalty has been extended 10 more and more
crimes. There are already 2432 Ahmadis who have heen
charged with "religious offences” and ol these. more than
500 are blasphemy cases. The punishment for biasphemy
is death. With the death penalty now imposed lor pos-
sessing illegal weapons and a confession made (o asenior
police officer being admitted as evidence in a tnal, the
basis is being laid for a glut of convictions and executions.

These, however, are the oliicial functiens where
death is discussed. War and the dispensing of justice are
both instances where the state has special power because
it has special responsibilities. But those who have heard,
and spoken, killer words cannot forget the sounds easily
They begin 1o rehearse the words to themselves, quictly
enjoving the way they roll off (the tongue.

Ome such murderous phrase is "police encounter” It
has become commonplace and deseribes that remarkable
situation where people are arrested by the police and

[

despite eyewitness evidence that they were unarmed and
did not resist, they turn up dead. HRCPrecorded 180 such
extra-judiciai killings in Punjab last year and said there
were "several hundred” such killings in Karachi

Another is "death in custody". In Karacht, there were
200 deaths i custody, attributed by HRerto torture. This
should vome as no surprise. There is no investigation to
speak of, no pohiceman is arresied, none tried, none
convicted

1deological-words

While war and the application of Justice are 'lawful
speech situations sanctioned by the constitution and the
law . there are other situations in which lawiulness does
not enter, but killer words can he spoken nonetheless.
These are situations that concern the state and especially
its security. These situations anse when someone dis-
agrees with the state.

Earlierthis year, there was a seminar organised by Lhe
lstamahad branch of the Pakistan-India Peaple's Forum
[or Peace and Democracy on what Pakislan's response
should be 1o India's Prithvi nussile. It had promunent
speake rs there was Professor Pervez Hoodbhoy, DrAH.
Nayyar (both physicisis at Islamabad’s prestigious
Quaid-i-Azam University) and Dr Inayatullah {a political
scientist), and the Chiel Guest was Awr Marshal
(retired} Asghar Khan {the lormer head of & "hberal"
pohieal party).

The speakers oullined the mmplications of Prithw,
and the dangerous consequences of Pakistan getting mto
amissile race with India. The stress was on the simple fact
that arms racing of any kind, in nuclear weapons, ballisuc
nuissiles or conventional weapons, would exact a much
higher price from Pakistan than lndia. This was because
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India has both a much larger econotmy which allows it to
easily afford higher spending on weapons than Pakistan,
and a far more developed scientific and technelogical base
from which it starts in any such race. Like the Soviet
Union, Pakistan would end up destroying itself from the
consequences of diverting ever-more of 1ts precious re-
sources (economic, scientificand human) to the desperate
search for military security.

The speakers called for a radical rethink of what kind
of security Pakistan actually needed and how to uy to
create the conditions which would allow such security to
be attained. These conditions had tostart with areahisation
that peace with India was not only beneficial but necessary
for Pakistan, and that the military burden was fast becom-
ing unbearable and had to be reduced before the country
was crippled for an entire generation.

The headlines the next day told a different story:
"People’s Forum Meeting: Ridiculous Speeches Poking
Fun at Islam, Abusing Armed Forces". Another claimed:
"No Difference Between Islam and Hinduism; Armed
Forces are Eating Away the Country Like Moths". From
the scandal sheets like Al-Akbar, Markaz, Khabrain, Paki-
stan,and Asas, tothe large circulation, supposedly quality,
Urdu language papers like Jang (which covered the story
under the headline "Objectionable Speeches at the Paki-
stan People's Forum"), there was unanimity that some-
thing awful had happened at the seminar.

But it was in the follow-up to these reports that this
act of mischief created space for the rats to come out of the
gutter. On 12 February, Jang carried a news story with the
headline: "Prime Minister has ordered an enquiry into
speeches against Pakistan and [slam. Organisers of
non-governmental dialogues between India and Pakistan
are not patriots. Cases should be instituted against them."

HIMAL South Asia July 1998

The story was a series of comments by politicians
baying for the blood of the participants. The same story
was carried by Asas. The headline was "Prime Minister has
ordered an enquiry into the slander against armed forces.
This 1s treason against the country." There were some of
the same rent-a-quote politicians who had had their say
n Jang, and a few more

Newspapers seemed te compete [or outrageous com-
ments from poliicians Nawai-Wagt was not one to be left
out. {t carned a press release from Hatiz 1drees, a member
afthe Jamaat-e-Islami, in which he talked of "traitors and
irreligious indian agents" and demanded that "those who
made fun of the 1declogy of Pakistan and the sacred duty
of jihad should be tried for treason ”

There were those who were not content with report-
ing the preparanons for the kiil. They wanted a piece of
the meat. On the same day as it carried the news quoting
the politicians, Jang carried an editorial tepeating the
story from the day before, and this time the tone was even
more sinister: "._speakers engaged 1n the worst slander
against Islam, Pakistan and the armed [orces and mocked
jihad, faith and piety." The comment {ollowed: "We don't
say that a case of treason be instituted and they be
immediately arrested, but our standpoint is that the
government is bound by law to take action aganst those
who spread these kinds of views."

There were others, but there is little to be gained by
labouring the peint. What was happening was an act of
controlling free speech. What states choose to call "con-
sensus’ on national security, was being challenged by a
discordant note and state-speak requires silence on every-
cne else's part.

Mob-words

Another situation in which murderous words are spoken
is when the "common-sense' of a nation is challenged.
This sense, as Antonio Gramsct pointed out, 1snot eternal.
It is affected in large measure (if not totally determined)
by the "sense" of the ruling class at any given time. There
is no law, not even ideology, at stake. Traditions
and customs are brought into play. [t becomes a question
of values.

Alittle over two months ago, the news first broke that
the government had decided to seli several hundred acres
of land 1n Quaid-i-Azam University campus to its staff to
allow them to huild houses. The matter became highly
charged as two faculty members, Professor Pervez
Hoodbhoy and Dr A.H. Nayyar, objected to the sale of
public property tor prnivate gain and went public.

There were both supporters and opponents of the
proposed housing scheme, and it became a public issue
attracting nterventions from well-known people and
institutions in the leading newspapers and journals in
the country,

Confronted by an elogquent, determined and clearly
moral position, perhaps sensing that public opinion was
starting to turn against them, the supporters of the Qau
Housing Scheme, as it came (o be called, began to attack
the integrity of those who stood in their way. It was the
way 1n which this was done that exposes the connection
between state and custom.

On the walls of the University, posters claiming to be
from the "members of the @au Staff Housing Scheme"

State-speak
requires
silence on
everyone
else's part
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started to demonise the two faculty members who dis-
sented. 1t was nolonger a disagreement ahoutabitofland,
and the balance that needs to be maintained between
public property and private profit, or the needs of future
generations as compared to satisfying the desires of the
present. Amid the most amazing accusations—of 25-
year-old conspiracies hatched in the United States, secret
meetings in far-off places with Indians and Israelis, and
dubious bank accounts—the dissenters were labelled
*anti-patriotic" "Ahmadis” and "anti-Islamic”.

Among all these words there is one that 1s lethal
beyond a doubt. To call someone an Ahmadi in Pakistan
is no simple act of religious 1dentification, as everyone
knows. The violence that 1s done to the Ahmadi commu-
nity, legitimised by the profoundly unjust law that marks
them out from other citizens, 1s common knewledge.
'"Ahmadi’ is a killer word.

What is particularly signilicant is that everyone at
0aU knows that in October 1944, Dr. Nasim Babar, a
faculty member of QAU who lived on campus, was killed
in his own home by a masked intruder. Dr. Babar was an
Ahmadiand, not surpnsingly, no one was arrested for his
killing. By connecting dissent with the Qat Housing
Scheme o the Ahmadi issue, 1t is clear what signals are
being sent. There 1s no ambiguily. One poster ends,
ominously: "Has our university become a refuge for
evil-doers? All of us have to answer."

While the 'Ahmadi' word stirs the prolessional zeal-
ots, it is not guaranteed to bring out the mob. That now
requires an accusation of blasphemy. Just how frightful
this can be was witnessed last year with the case
of Salamat, Rehmat and Mansoor Masih, three

A\

Chnstian citizens who were accused of blasphemy. One  Those who

was lalled and another wounded outside the court
while under trial.

Farouq in Gujranwala, dragged around the streets and

then set on fire after someone alleged he had committed words
begin to
rehearse,
quietly

shed is like alcohol, it eventually intoxicates like the enjoying
headiest of wines, Pakistan has been dnnking deep of the way

an act of desecration of the Koran. The allegation was
sufficient and no one even remembers who first made it

Value-words
Asthe French writer Albert Camus once observed, blood-

this deadly vintage for vears and now seems to have

reached that state of drunkenness where judgement is they roll
lost, speech becomes passionate and then starts to be- Oﬁ the

came blurred. Things are said, and forgotten by the next
morning, There s only a hangover, and some embarrass-
ment, as reminder.

At risk from this are that handful of people who are
trymgto do what sincere intellectuals are supposed to do.
They are raising their volee, the vowe of mtellectual
conscience. They are unwilling to accept simplistic {or-
mulas masquerading as truth, and reject the comforts of
agreeing with whatever the government of the day, or
secial convention, may want to be true. They refuse to
speak the language of the state. :

2. Mian is a rescdrch fellow at the Sustainable Development
Policy Institute, Islamabad.

have

The survivars, after being found innocent, still had to Spoken
flee the country. Even more horrific was the case of Haliz killer
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wEDY which can review completed projects,
althouph its recommendationsare not bind-
ing on the Bank,

The ot recently did a negative evalu-
aton of the Mahaweli dam scheme 1n Sn
Lanka, a projectin which it played a promu-
nent adwvisery role. The evaluation reporn
stated that “incomes were much tower than
expected” at the project apprasal stage.
However, said the repott, “the projectiurned
out to be unsatstactory in economic terms,
less because of poor design, or poor imple-
mentation, but hecause the terms of trade
shifred against nee production”

The Loan Process

It is ene thing for the Bank to do an ex-post
facto evaluation and quite anotherforactv-
15ts 1o question the tosy claim made in an
appratsal report belore a project 1s commis-

Projects funded by the Bank in South Asia are
assessed on the basis of the Bank’s operational
directives and policies by the Bank’s own staff

stoned——which was what the Nepal acty-
ists did in the case of Arun 1 Indeed,
questioning the Bank's experts or challeng-
Ny 1 is no casy task, What the Arun case
indicated 15 that those who would challenge
the Bank must have authentic information
in their hands and be able to skilfully use
vartous points of support to counteract the
Bank's own traditional hases of suppornt
{most important of all, the governments
themselves?

Tven if a person whoeas troubled by a
new Bank project i the subcontinent de-
cided to pick up a telephene to dial Wood's

26

In Big Brother's Footsteps

THE ASIAN Development Bank (ADB) 1s known as the "Japanese” hank, and largely
follows the footsteps of its big brother, the World Bank

Like the World Bank, the ADB says it has turned a new green leaf to make itselt
more nature-friendly and people-friendly by giving local communities the opportu-
nity to voice opposition to projects deemed undesirable.

In response o criticism [rom international activist groups, the Ane has followed
the World Bank in putting into place greater transparency in project planning and the
setting up of "inspection panels”. The bank is aisc moving away from its traditonai
domain—big infrastructure projects that eritics said ultimately benefitted only
Japanese contractors and car exporters—1o social welfare sectors like education and
basic health.

The Bank says it has achieved its target of having half ol its projects in the social
and environment sectors. 1t claims that 40 percent of its loan column is given over 1o
these "soft" sectors. Says ADB vice-president Peter Sullivan: "We started cut as an
infrastructure bank, which concentrated on things like irrigation and power. Now
we're jooking at environmental issues, women's issues, maternal and child heaith care
and micro-credit."

Critics, however, are not satistied and wauld like to srudy the critena the bank
uses ta classify "social projects”. They have banded togetherintoa regional campaign
toreform ADE's lending policies, and maintain that although there isa welcome change
in the "commitment level” at the ADB, it is still business as usual in many areas ot
implementation.

"Compared to the World Bank, the ADB is more cautious, discreet and operates
more on consensus," says Amonto Quizon of the Asian NGO Coalition for Agrarian
Reform and Rural Development. But despite the new disclosure policy, he says the
Bank is not fully transparent about project information.

Bank sources say they are drawing up a list of "outside experts" to comprise panels
that the board of dircctors can appoint to discuss complamnts by activists and affected
residents from project sites. These independent panels would be able to present
"reasonable evidence" relating to projects that they believe violate the Bank's own
standards.

South Asian activists who met with their regional counzerparts recently in Manila,
where the ADE is headquartered, say that they wo are not satisfied that the ADB is
completely transparent about projects that it intends te be involved in. Activists in
Gujarat say that despite denials from Manila, ahuge loan provided by the Bank to India
for new energy projects will go partially to build the usp 3 billion Sardar Sarovar damn
on the Narmada River. This was the project that the World Bank pulled out of three
years ago.

office or tried 1o send him a fax or an email,
the chances of getting a personal reply are
rather low. As with all bureaucracies, the
rendency 15 to gnore the petitioner unless
he makes such a compelling case and so
much noise that it is impossible to 1gnore.

The very tirst step before going public,
then, istoget detailed information aboutthe
project and the Bank’s decision-making pro-
cuss itsell,

Projects like the Arun dam often lirst
see the light of day at regular count ry-specific
“donor” meetings that are typically held at
the Paris oftices of the Bank (sometimes the
meetings are held elsewhere just as India’s
meeting will be held m Tokyo this year).
Large borrowers like India are granted these
special audiences with the Bank every year,
while smaller horrowers like Bhutan may
have 1o wail for ather vpporiumties to meet
individual Bank officials to propose new
prajects.

One such forum is the Bank’s own
annual meetings which take place au its
Washington headgquartersevery autumnand
arc attended by finance ministers of almost
cvery country n the world. (This meeting s
held vutside the city once every three years
such as the one 1 Madrid in 1994 and the
upcoming one in Hong Kong in 1967 )

Unlortunately none of these discus-
sions are ever made public, so the activist
might prefer to take the next hest route 1o
find out about proposed new projects, which
is to subscribe to a monthly Bank publica-
tion catled the Monthly Operations Sum-
mary, which lists all the projects in the
world that the Bank agrees to study for
possible funding. Theoretically, one sheuld
also be able to get such information from
local finance ministries but in practice that
nught be a little more difficult,

Technology permitting, slightly more
detailed information on all projects that are
close to approval can also be immediately
obtained via an electironic search of the
world Bank's computer site on the World
wide Web (hup/Zwww worldbank. org/
himl/pe/PIDs html) where a page-long sum-
mary of proposed projects can be found
{this s known as the Project Information
Document) together with a summary envi-
ronmental impact stalement (known as
Environmental Data Sheets). The Bank also
often makes available paper copies of an
Environmental Impact Assessment if1a) of
the project tf the borrower government 1s-
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The Shadow Citizens

There are gays in every society, including Bengali society, and
there is no sense in suppressing and stifling homosexuality.

by Afsan Chowdhury

hey will forgive me if I commit a
I murder but not if they find out that |
haveaboyirend. " Mohsinis 28 years
old, aBangladeshi, and a gay. He was specu-
lating on the possible reaction of his upper
middle class family members if they were to
discover his sexual preference. Having
graduated two years ago, Mohsin haslanded
a decent job 1n a development cutfit and
knows his maother will push for his marriage
as soon as his youngest sister ties the knot.
He is terrified of that mement He plans not
to tell his family, and not w0 marry enther.
Is he overreacting? There has been a
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number of cases where the family has ac-
cepled the same sex proclivity of their sons,
and even daughters. While family dianers
with same sex partners are stll not in,
children are not thrown ow if they are
revealed 1o be homosexuals,

Gay Bangla

But there certanly are difficultics when
homaosexuals first declare their preference,
known as "coming ow" in pay parlance.
Most families respond with dismay and a
kind of corporate shame. Many feei that
they have gone wrong somewhere in the

child's upbringing,

Since some gay activists in Bangladesh
are very highly educated. once in a while,
foreipn educanon s cited as a reason for
being gay. In fact, Bangladeshis are very
active onthe global gay scene. But those sull
in the closet oscillate between confusion,
guilt and fear. "Why do they hate us?" asks
a gay man in Dhaka. "Except for preferting
peaple of the same sex as partners we have
done nothing wrong."

Being gay in Bangladesh isn't easy be-
cause society responds differently to sexual -
ityin publicand in private, To put it bluntly,
soclely Is hypocritical, [or it says one thing
and does another. People involved with gay
issues say that between 5 to 10 percent of
the population is homosexual. That would
mean at least 6 to 12 million Bangladeshis,
more than the total population of many
countries, preler the same sex.

Evenifthat estimate is considered 1o be
onthe higher side and isreduced by half, the
number left would still be significant. But
almost no discussion can take place on the
subject, even with the threar of HIV/AIDS
looming over Bangladeshis and gays being
identified as cne of the most vulnerable
gl'()ups,

Criminal Behaviour

One of the reasons that homosexuality is
treated so gingerly is that the country's
Criminal Cede decrees sodomy (homosexu-
ality oradvocacy of the same) a crime which
is punishable with a jail sentence. Any dis-
cussion, not to speak of debate, is hence
ruled out and homosexuality is driven into
the shadow world.

Demonstration of homosexual tenden-
cies for short periads is quite common in
Bangladeshy society. Those pracusing it are
not ostracised, although if caught, are ridi-
culed. Like in other societies, gay relation-
ships flourish in dormtories, barracks,
labour colonies and hostels, and authorities
are hard pressed to keep them a secret,

In the Dhaka University dorms, cases of
young bovs being kept as "regulars” are well
known. Male prostitutes are available in
most towns. And in rural areas, homosexu-
ality 1s generally considered something that
young people do for fun and some elders
may do in secret. Male homosexuality
is tolerated despite religious sanction.
Yet divorce ating gay behaviour by any
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@ SAARCWATCH

A seminar/workshop
on lLeather and
Leather Products is
scheduled for the
month of July 1996.

Preparatory meeting
preceding the Third
SAARC Ministerial
Conference on Chil-
dren of South Asida
Islamabad, Pakistan,
24 July 1996.

SAARC conference
on Cooperationin Po-
lice Matters is sched-
uled fo be held in
Colombo on 29th July
- August 1996.

Meeting of the group
of Experts 1o Review
the “SAARC chairs,
Scholarship and Fel-
lowship Scheme”
which is scheduled 1o
be held in Sri Lanka
from 26 - 28 July 1996,

South Asia Tourism

There 1 new @ South Astan Tourism Secretariat (SATS), headquartered at the Taj Samudra Hotel
in Colombo and supported by the European Comnussion Three regional waorkshops have been
held so lar, 1n New Delhi Male, and the latest m Kathmandu in late June. The Secretariat is
working to develop regional occupational standards for the tourism sector in South Asia and o
seek recognition for those standards from international orgamisations According to an offical,
the vecupatienal standards will allow recognition of work skills {in areas such as housekeeping,
food production, ravel operations, tour guiding, etc ) across the rourism sectors in each of the
regional countries The Secretarianisthe executivearm of the Regional Tourism Human Resource
Development Commnittee, which tsell represenis national committees in each of the seven
regional countries (SATS, Ty Samudlra Hotel, 25 Galle Face Centre Road, Colombe 3, SriLanka
Fax: 93/1/348717 Imail sats@sn lanka net)

Poverty Eradication

"SAARC Seven Sisters: District development coordination and tmproved poverty project design”
is the title vf a project just launched by SAARC, envisaging the creation ol six districts, one in
each ol six of the seven member countries {Bhutan has not juined). A four-day worlkshop held
At the SAARC Secretariat 1n Kathmandu saw the initiation of an exercise 1o prepare well-tested
designs of programmes lor poverty eradicaton

South Asian Peace Charter

This news has reached us late A seminar on the role of the human rights community and conllict
resolution in South Asia was held in Strasbourg in December 1995 At that seminar, a group of
South Asians who attended—notably lapan K. Bose, Harcon Ahmed, Rishikesh Shaha,
Enayetulla Khan, Henri Tiphage, Augusthy Thomas, Ranabir Samaddar, Joe William, and Imtiaz
Ahmed—decided 1o work for the formation of a South Asia Peace Charter. The objective of the
initiative, according 1o coordinator Tapan K. Bose is to promote a South Asian perspective and
develop a South Asian 'voice” on human rights and security concerns The group hopes to
intervene where necessary and impress upon the governments of the region the need tor peaceful
resolution of contlicts. The group plans te meet in Dhaka shortly.

SADF

The South Asian Development Fund (SADF) was launched in Dhaka in mid-June, marked by
the first meeting ol its Governing Board, which s made up of chief executives of development
financing institwtions from the regional countries. SADT's first chairman is Khariul Huda,
managing director of the Investment Corporation of Bangladesh. Mr Huda said SADF would
work 1o identify and develop social and infrastructural development projects, and institutional
and human resource development projects: The idea of aregional fund was first put forward by
King Jigme Singye Wangchuck of Bhutan in 1991, and the idea was endorsed at the New Delhi
SAARC summit last May The SADF has a paid-up capital ol USD 5 million from member states,
and Mr Huda is Tooking forward 1o add to this amount by approaching the big players, the Waorld
Bank and the ADR. Bangladesh is to remaim SADF chairman for two years

You Can Discover the Secrets' of the Himalayas
In Any of Our 250,000 Books

A literary oasis in Kathmandu”—Susan Aitkin, Canberra Times. Australia
«_..a stunning collection of books"—Tony Wheeler. Lonely Planet Travel Survival Kit
“Ygu'll find everything there, absolutely everything”—Inde, Nepal, Ceylan Guidebook

Subjects on Buddhism, Hinduism, New Age. Women, Novels. Travel. Yoga, Occult, Magic. Mountaineering...

Plus over 20.000 old & rare books on all subjects in English. Nepali. Hindi, Sanskrit and German.

14 rooms of books on Nepai, Tibet. India, China, Central and South Asia. Handicrafis. oils. post cards, posters and more.
Publishing inquires welcomed. Worldwide mail order. Credit card orders by fax and personal or bank drafis accepted.
Write for your free catalogues today: Publication catatogue or Title catalogues on Buddhism. Nepal. Himalayas or General.

PILGRIMS BOOK HOUSE

Asia's Largest Booksellers of Himalayan Titles: New, Old & Rare
Thamel, P.Q. Box 3872, Kathmandu, Nepal. Tel. 424942. Fax 977-1-424943. F-mail: info@pilgrims.wlink.com.np

Participant American Express® Guarantee of Satisfaction Program, Foreign Member of the American Booksellers Association, Honorary Member of the Federation of Educational Publishers in India
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Rimpoche Jones,
Cool Dude

IF YOU THOUGHT lessons on Buddhism
carmne packaged in esoteric tomes or in cryp-
te discourses by sedate gurus, here 1s a
surprise. A thirteen-year-old monk in Wyo-
ming is doing 1t 1n the language he knows
best-—~American slang.

Pema Jones, a nmpoche bern 1o a Ti-
netan mother and American father, tived in
a monastery in India ull the age of seven
helore moving to USA. Cybersangha {"Bud-
dhist Alternative Journal”), in its Spring
19961ssue, had the young reincarnate speak-
ing about his life as an Asian-American
teenager lama growing up in the heart of
Amenca's redneck region.

On the surlace, the young rimpoche is
just a regular guy who goes around in jeans,
attends scheol, plays bhasehall, hangs out
with a gang and bas girllriends. Very few
outside the circle of those “in the know"
suspect that Jones is a teacher of Buddhism
as well He would never tell his schoeol
chumsthat heisalama. "i get dissed encugh
as it is just being Astan, he says."

Pema’s father is the one who encour-
ages him to continue rhe religious teach-
ings. His mother does not really eare for
religion, her intense faith having died, we

are told, after it faled to save "7
her people from the Chinese. /
And 1 is just one of those
tromes of hfethat young Pema
belongs to a Chinese gang
in his hometown. He
admits that "it's strange
tohave Chinese [riends
when your family has
been treated so badly
by the Chinese," but then he
says, "Some slunhead doesn't
care whether I'm Tibetan or
Chinese. He just wanls Lo
stomp my head."

Being a teacher is not all
that easy, confesses Pema, especialiy when
his students ask for a personal interview to
talk about relationships, asubject he has not
had much experience with, He has, how-
ever, found a way oul. He has worked out a
"husiness arrangement” with a psychologist
friend of his father's to whom he refers his
disturhed followers and whe, in turn, takes
him and his brothers and sister for ice-
cream for every new client that is passed on

The street-savvy rimpoche has his own
views on non-violence. "Some guy just dissed
me and | tell mysell that he really doesn't
exist separate from me. It's like he's dissing
himself. That works fine. But what happens
when lie stops talking and starts beating on
me? You need to be able to take care of

«  yourself so you dorft get

killed. We live in samsara and

spacing out about mrvana doesn't

helpanyone.. Sometimes people just
need to he reminded that they're ac-
tually huting themselves."

And on the Dala Lama's pre-
cepts on non-violence: "The
Dalai Lama is an awesome old

dude and akiller teacher. Buthe's
got like a dozen bodyguards
around him when he's travelling.
What de you think would happen if
e Some butthead pulls a gun on His
Holiness? Do you think those dozen
hodyguards will practise non-violence,
or shoot the guy in the arm or bust some
karate move on him? No way man, a body-
guard sees this dweeb with a gun and he's
gonna pop a cap in his ass.”

There is something to be said for that,
and the young rimpoche shows promise as
ateacher whosaysithkeit is. But Pemna does
net intend to spend hss life solving others'
problems. He does not think it fair that
gurus have to be involved with the troubles
of their students which, he says, isone of the
reasons that many teachers die of cancer. He
has set his sights on cther possibilities—
baseball! "l want to be the first Tibetanin the
major league. America can grow its own
lamas, they don't need Tibelans."

Down-to-earth wisdom, that.

secure the withdrawal from the State of
Jammu and Kashmir of tribesmen and Paki-
stani nationals not normally resident therein
who have entered the State for the purpose
of fighting. ™ The appendix contains the 13
August reselution in toto hut the 5 January
resolution is not given.

The Hurriyat Conference's response is
a bocklet that has the same ttie but a
different subtitle, Plebiscite and Self-Deter-
mination in Jammu & Kashmir: Indian Volte
Face, Historical Facts. This one begins with a
list of 14 facts, 12 of which quote Jawaharlal
Nehru to prove the "Indian velte face”. Says
one, the substance of which is more or less
repeated in the others: "I his report to All
indian Congress Commitiee on 6rh July,
1951 as published i The Statesman, New
Dethi on 9th July, 195!, Pandit Nehru said,
'Kashmur has been wrongly looked upon as
a prize for India or Pakistan. People seem to
forget that Kashmur is not a commedity for
sale or 1o be bartered. It has an individual
existence and its people must be the final
arbiters of their future..* "

It 1s not only over the hoary guestions
of plebiscite and self-determination that the
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iwo sides cross pens.
Last year's destruction
of Charar-e-Sharifand
who was responsible
is as much a bone of
contention, The two
titlesthat tell each side
of the story, Of Shrines
and Blackmail (blaming the muilitants) and
Who Burnt Charar Sharif? (blaming the In-
dian army), are similar both in terms of
presentation, which is slick, and the lan-
guage used, which is pondercus. Inciden-
tally, both have reproduced press reports
that appeared in the "hosule” country Lo
bolster their arguments.

wuwuﬁyﬂ
CHARAR BHA! ?

Front Of Shrines and Blackmal:

Two comments, as they appeared in the
Pakistan press, would suffice 1o prove 1o the
hilt how Charar was bumnt...an article by
A.S. Yousuhi in Dawn of October 10, 1995
datelined Peshwar, which derided the fact
that the Jamaat-e-1slamiis "consistently pre-
senting Mast Gul before the people as a
'Ghazi' who risked his life and lought sev-
eral batles with the Indian Army.. a status

which 15 questionable
because many people
subscribe to the view
thatit was Mast Guland
his gun-wielding band
of indisciplined merce-
naries [rom cutside o¢-
cupied or even Azad
Kashmir who razed Charar Sharif in their
bid to escape from a tight Indian Army
cordon.”

From Who Burnt Charar Sharif?:
The Frontline (June 2, 1993) emphatically
stated: "While the army went to great length
to defend itsell and convince the media that
the 'militants' had set the shrine on fire,
word spread across the valley like wild fire
that it was the army that had done it to end
the two-menth stand-olf between the forces
and the militanis'®
The hooklet also reproduces articles
that are sceptical of the official Indian expla-
nation by senior [ndian columnists Kuldip
Nayar and Nikhil Chakravarty.
Chviously, on the question of Kashrmir,
truth 1s Janus-faced.
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Briefs

Free,
But Hungry

IF HUMAN MISERY were 10 have a face, 1t
would belong either to South Asia or Sub-
Saharan Africa—the poorest regions in the
world. Struggling with large populations,
low human development indicators, politi-
cal viodence and natural calamiues, the two
have much in common.

Politically, both the regions are wit-
nessing a shift towards democracy, but with
a dilference. A recent survey carried out
by The Econornist on political pluralism in
Africa shows how more and more govern-
ments are being ‘elected’ in Sub-Saharan
Africa,

Of the 42 mainland states, 30 have had
elections, four have military rulers, one
{Swaziland) is a kingdom, one a one-party
state (Eritrea) and six (Somalia, Rwanda,
Angola, Liberma, Burundi and Zaire) are
wracked by civil strife with no legitimate
government.

Even among the 30 states where elec-
tians have been held, a number of them like
Ghana, Burkina Faso, Sudan and Guinea
have merely legitimised military rulers. Else-
where, democracy is threatened either by
the military o1 by autocratic civilian rulers
as in Kenya, Zambia or the Cote d'Tvone.
Niger was taken over by the military this
year and the general looks set to win elec-
tiens. In Chad and Gambia too, the military
rulers appear destined to win the battle of
the ballot. Rebels who seized power in Ethio-
pia and Uganda have retained it through
elections. Says The Lconomist “...mast of
Africa still likes men with guns—with or
without democracy™.

Contrast this situation with populous
South Asia on the other side of the Indian
QOcean. I you were w0 count Afghanistan
and Burma as well, all the countries in
between have democratically elected gov-
emnments. While India and Sn Lanka have
been democracies right since they won free-
dom from colonial rule, Pakistan, Nepaland
Bangladesh too have now joined the ranks
of parliamentary democracies with authen-
tic elections.

Among the tiny South Asians, Bhutan is
an absolute monarchy, and the Maldives
leans towards authoritarianism. Alghani-
stan is at civil war, while Burma is the only
one ruled by the military.

But while South Asia has more political
freedom, there are more people who go
bungry here than in Africa. What's even
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more shocking, according to
the UNICEF Progress of Natwns

report released last month, is cor
that the proportion of under- |
nourished children is higher in i
South Asia. 50

While 32 percent of the
children in Sub-Saharan Afnca
are chronically hungry-—the a0
figure for South Asiais 51 per-
cent., Why this difference?
UNICET's experts say they are

The 10-year track record
% of children underweight, by region, 1 985-1993

The possible couses of Saurh Asa's high
malrutrition rale ore discussed in 'The Asian
Enigme’, pages 10.17

Do e

i
i

teda

% underweight

not sure, but a major factor
seems 1o be the low status of
women not only in seciety, but
also within the family. South Astan women
are forced to give a higher prionty to
their husbands and in-laws, while the
children come second. the study says.
African mothers, on the other hand, give

Be 88 oo @ w
priority to their children

South Asia does have more freedom
and democracy, butis thatanything to crow
about given the fact that it cannot even feed
its own people?

Who won in Bangladesh?

There were 138
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symbols available
to the 81 political
parties which
contested the 12
June elections in
Bangladesh. The
voter turnout
among the 57
million voters for
300 constituencies
was 73 percent. The
election resuits may
have been deter-
mined by the large
turnout of women
voters, who were
brought out in
force by NGOs.
However, the
candidates were
stilt overwhelm-
ingly male—onty 36
of the 2574
contesting
candidates were
waomen.

The boat symbol of
the Awami League
(first column, 16
down) got to form
the government.
The sheaf of grain
of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party
{sixth column, 13
down) is the main
opposition.
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Analysis

At Bhutan's
stage of
national
development,
policy
makers in
Bhutan feel
Western
concepts of
representative
democracy,
competitive
party
systems,
consumer
culture, and
standards of
human
rights could
pose a
serious
threat.
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Nepali-speakers o refugee camps in Nepal, mcluding
many who left government positions

The argument goes on about the future return of the
Lhotshampas. What face will returnees show 1o these left
behind m the camps and to those who did not leave
Bhutan in the [lirst place? Will the government rely on
them again to fill responsible posts? Will the Lhotshampa
in Bhutan, who have been suhjected to violence by the
dissidents, accept them again? And can those who lelt the
country willingly—somenmes agamst the pleas ol state
functionaries—cven be termed refugees?

Int the face of a worldwide uproar in favour of the
refugees, the Bhutanese establishment, from King Jipme
totheleast significant functienary, closed ranks and made
a concerted effort 1o counteract what they claimed was
Nepalese disinformation. Cabinet ministers, High Court
judges, articulate members of the Tshongdu, senior bu-
reaucrats, and above all, the king himself, worked aggres-
sively to explain their point of view. They prepared
reports and statistics, sent delegations to various [ora
where the refugee issue was debated; invited scholars,
journalists, jurists, and concerned opinion leaders 1o
Bhutan; welcomed representatives of UNHCR, the refugee
agency, aswell as dignitaries from the United States, India
and other countries; and engaged in talks with His
Majesty's Government of Nepal to try to resolve the
deadlock.

The effort has paid off. The Bhutanese have suceess-
fully portrayed themselves as victims of a Nepali con-
spiracy, as people who had nething to hide and whose
only objective was self-preservaton. The diplomatic of-
fensive mounted by the small Bhutanese establishment
has been so effective that despite the uproar, the refugees
have been left with no significant support voice in
world fora.

Withdrawal Syndrome

Bhutanese policy makers do not hide their rejeetion of
some Western ideclogical and cultural concepts. At
Bhutan's stage of national development, they feel, West-
ern concepts of representative democracy, competitive
party systerns, consumer culture, and standards of hu-
man rights, as well as activities of NGOs (church-spen-
sored or otherwise) could pose a sertous threat. They say
that the economic growth required lor the welfare of the
population needs political stability, and they [ear reli-
gious plurality will goagainst the grain ofage-old Bhuranese
traditions in which life revolves around the instutution of
religion. Such ideological underpinnings have resulted in
a kind of withdrawal syndrome.

The Bhutanese, who have developed a sense of
confidence in their ahility to handle the ethnic conllict in
their own way, believe the talks with Nepal (seven in all,
with Kathmandu governments of ail hues) have deflated
the issue. Once the talks were underway, it became a
game of numbers. The Bhutanese accept that some of the
refugees will return to Bhutan, but many of them
will remain in Nepal; some may opt for India, although
India is not officially involved in the negotiations.
Bhutanese officials hasten to add, however, that those
who do return are certain to face social, economic,
cultural, and even administrative problems. They are also
worried about the role of the international NCGOs

that have heen acuve i the refugee camps.

In Thimphu's perspective, the refugees m the Jhapa
camps are deserters, and not the victims of any state-
organised eviction. Insupport of this view, officials cite an
account of the departure of Lhutshampas from Dorokha
block 1n Samchi district in April 1994 on the eve of the
third round of Bhutan-Nepal negotiations. After 44 fami-
lies (269 members) had filed papers to leave Bhutan,
afticials acdvised them net o leave and reminded them
thar under Bhutanese taws they would lose their citizen-
ship if they emigrated.

The king issued an edict (sasho) to the dzongda
ingtructing them to "meet with all the fanulies who have
to emigrate, and do your utmost to persuade them not to
leave the country”. Thoese who withdrew their applica-
tions and returned to their villages would be exempt from
all rural taxes for three years Just five families and two
individuals decided to stay back in Bhutanand the rest left
for the fhapa camps. Unlike in the past, most of them were
Brahmins by caste. It 15 an odd experience to watch an
180-minute-long videocassette prepared by the govern-
ment which shows a persuasive state establishment,
represented by the Samchi dzongda and superintenaent
of police, on the cne hand and the impassive bu deter-
mined heads of the households from Dorakha Block.

Those Who Stayed

It seems that dissident violence has continued against the
loyal Lhotshampas, especiaily those with olfictal status. In
sorme of the villages, these officials cannot spend nights in
their own homes, In the first half of 1995, in Sarpang
district alone, dissidents are said to have commitied as
many as 440 crimes against Lhotshampa—murder, kid-
napping, rape, assault, and damage to property.

One can see barren, overgrown paddy fields, de-
serted viilages. and crumbling houses all over southern
Bhutan. While they do fear the violence from former
neighbours now in the refugee camps, the loyal
Lhotshampa are losing faith in the Bhutanese system as
well. Although the king, the royal family, and a number
ofhigher efficials have been sympathetic to the Lhotshampa
who have stayed, many Drukpas do not hide their plea-
sure at the plight of the Nepalis who remain hehind.

From the two southern districts ol Samchi and
Sarpang, with an estimated population of 45,000 and
50,000 respectively {and less than ten percent Drukpa
inhabitants}, as many as 40 000 Nepalese have [led to the
refugee camps. These refugees were more [rom the newer
villages than from the larger and older settlements.

The willage of Taklai in Sarpang is today totally
deserted. The inhabitants have moved en masse to the
refugee camps or elsewhere because the living conditions
became difficult or because the overall atmosphere be-
came too intimidating. [t did not matter that this area had
one of the most developed small irrigation prejects in the
southern Duars. The Lhotshampa abandoned their prop-
erties and rushed to the camps, obviously in the hope
that quickly enough they would come to Bhutan on their
OWIL Lerms

Once they left, evenif temporanly, households were
looted—of roofing sheets, tiles, doors, windows, wooden
beams and frames—by thieves, bullies, businessmen or
unscrupulous officials. All over these southern districts,
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one can see long stretches of fields unattended for some
seasuns side by side with patches of well-cultvated
paddies and orchards. The economy of southern Bhutan
is completely stagnant.

Naturally, King Jigine is under heavy pressure toallot
the fallow fand to his loyal Lhotshampa or 1o the more
than-foval Drukpa. There is another powerlul lobby
which seeks 1o cash i on the current international
environmental emphasis by converiing these agriculiural
lands, developed by the sweat of generations of
Lhotshampa, back to the ongmal jungle This 15 no
something that will be hard 1o do in the tropical sub-
Himalayan terrain, where regeneration is swift. It is o
King [igme's credit that these deserted fands have not
been usurped by aggressive lobbysts of any kind. How-
ever, this alse leads to speculation that the Drukpa
establishment at the highest levels expects some of the
refugees 1o return to Bhutan.

Thase lelt behund in the villages, olten from familics
which are now divided, are living under a sense of panic,
fear, uncertainty and continuous harassment. The oth-
clals are invariably cold to them; the fugitive relatives are
hostile; and they are scared to even venture out to the
fields hecause of fear of attacks. Worst ofall, many of them
arc considered sples by both sides—the Drukpa estab-
lishment as well as the refugees. They cannot even be
hired aslabourers. because the contractors preferto bring
incheap and pliant workers from India {and Bangladesh}.
The evonomy is paralysed, so far as the Lhorshampa of
southern Bhutan are concerned.

No Meeting Ground
For the Bhutanese authorities, the ethme contlict repre-
sents a problem of law and order, and left to themselves,
they would handle it in their own way. In the viewpoint
“those who have lefl, the real issues lacing the kingdom
are not illegal immigration, anti-national activity, or
terrorism as claimed by the government, but rather the
establishment of political pluralism, democracy, and pro-
tection for human nghts. The two sides are as farapart as
it 15 possible to be 1 their perception.

The Thimphu view is that the Lhotshampas have
abused the royal trust reposed i them. The Lhotshampa
know that Druk Yul was a Drukpa country. with its own
king. court, fanguage, religion and laws. The imumigrants
must accept the natienal tradinons and make an etlort to
be a part of this Bhutan. Onee they do not accept the
system and withdraw fromir, they cease to haveany claim
for Bhutanese indulgence. Interestingly. there are a con-
siderable number of articulate sentor bureaucrals, not
necessarily of Drukpa extraction, who hold such views
The Lhotshampa having showed their hand, an aggres-
sive policy of Bhutanisation is now being pursued. This
may be seenin the discontinuation of Nepali and Sanskrit
teachmginthe schools, cancellation of cash incentives for
inter-ethnic marriages, and the changing of the Nepuli
placenames back into Dzonpkha: Samchi—Samise,
Sarbhanp—Sarpang, cte.

Meanwhile the leaders of the refupees i the camps
show signs of desperation. Nothing is going in their
lavour. The international support base for their cause is
shrinking. They appear 1o be tar from happy with the
patronage they received from ther ethnie brethren, ie.
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the Nepalis of Nepal and their government. They are also
ternibly upset with the coldness with which the world tora
have received theirappeals, They are equally puzzled and
chstraught at the lack of response from the Indian media
and polincal system, Despite their proverbial lactionalism
and inability to arrive at consensus among themselves,
the refugee leaders have tried 1o do what is possible and
lojucal, 1o educate the world and Indian public on
their plight

On the diplomane front, the Bhutanese continue
thewr aggressive and sophisticated lebbying. The refugees
have had successes in getting media coverage in India but
the fact that they are divided into a dozen advocacy
groups and political partes considerably weakens
therr clour As far as the government of Nepal s con-
cerned, the collapse of one government after another
has meant changing faces and lack of continuity m the
delepations which have met the Bhutanese side over the
refugee issue

The latest round of Nepal-Bhutan talks, in April,
were led by the foreign ministers of each side, whereas all
the earlier rounds were held at the home mmister level.
Meanwhile the Indian authonties remain dismissive about
the possibility of a role i resolving the conllict.

Political Ferment
The conunung diplomatic deadlock has given birth 1o
some movements in the suliry camps in southeast Nepal.
Their patience having stretched to the limu, the refugees
have started to become restive. Despite continuing fac-
tionalism among their ranks, they have managed to
cultivate a seetion of Indian human rights and democraue
movement protagenists. Additienally, they have appealed
to the sensibility of their ethnic Nepali-speaking cousing
in Sikkim and in the Darjeeling and Jalpaigur districts of
West Benpal. When the refugees tied Bhuwan, they came
by way of this regron, kinown as the Duars, und they hope
that the Indian Nepalis of this region wall help facilitare
the reverse journey to the Dragon Kingdom

The political churming among the refugees has lede
formation of two new groups, in addition to the political
parties and human nghts groups that already exist. These
are the Bhutanese Coalition for Democratic Movement
e a pehtical Torum. and the Appeal Movement
Coordinatien Council- My, a human rights action
group. After holding wullies and press conferences in
Kathmandu, Dethi, Calcutta, Sthigur and elsewhere,
they deaded o march from their camps in Nepal
to Bhutan across indian terrtory to petitton the
Bhutanesce king.

The sepa is an umbrella orgamsation of political
parties, youth fora and student organisations demanding
drastic democratic changes in the bedy pelitic of Bhuwan,

The amee has appealed to the King for restoration of

democratic rights and an carly repatriation of the relu-
gces, faihng which they propose to file cases against the
Royal Bhutan Government 1 Bhutanese courts. Appar-
ently, while the former views the problems ot the Bhutanese
refugees as orgiating from a polineal crisis leading to
arbitrary deprivation of subjecthood, the latter regards
the issue as basically that of the violation of human rights

Since January, the relugees have been staging dem-
onstrations on the borders of Nepaland Indiaat Kakarntia

They hope
that the
Indian
Nepalis of
this region
will help
facilitate
the reverse
journey to
the
Dragon
Kingdom
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Arts & Society

visit Rana-ruled Nepal in those days, so Mr
Fleming Srused some influence he had with
the American embassy in Delhi to gain en-
try. His first foray was up along the Kali
Gandak valley in Central Nepal, a ‘bird-
watcher's paradise, then almest untredden
hy Westerners. Mr Fleming came back, with
family, in 1951 and 1952

As a missionary couple, the two were
drawn to the idea of helping improve and
develop Nepal's almost non-existent educa-
tional and medical facilities. In 1953, the
family moved to Nepal as part of a team L
establish the United Mission to Nepal, an
inter-denominational Christian help group.

Once resident 1in the country, the
Flemings were to find enough vanety of
birds o match their passion. Asthey writein
the introduction to Birds of Nepal: "There are
few places in the world where snowy-white
egrets perch in front of giant peaks, both
turning pink in the settng sun. And very
few places where one can observe hirds at
£235 metres and sull be on the ground "

A tenth of all known birds of the world
can be found in Nepal It 1s not only the
altitudinal difference that makes the coun-
try so bountiful in bird species, Nepal is also
unigue for its geographical pesitioning in
Asia. Zoo-geographically, it lies at the centre
of the continent, providing habitats that
sumup the range of Asia's climates, fromthe
hot and humid rainforests of Indochina to
the cold. dry deserts of Central Asia.

Ornithological Delight

By 1968, the data on Nepal's hirds the
Flemings had collected was voluminous
enough to make a book. But a publication
on birds is useless withoul accompanying
visuals, and so they solicited the help of
eminent Nepali artist Lain Singh Bangdel.
Under Mr Bangdel's supervision, two young
artists, Hem Poudyal and Hira Lal Dangol,
set 1o work on the illustrations.

Having the matenal ready was one thing,
but finding a publisher quite another. There
were numerous rejections (rom publishers
who thought such a hook would never sell.
tnthe end, the family decided to self-finance
the buok, "more a labour of love than a
commercial venture" recalls Fleming Jr.
His father sold off his grand piane to make
the payments, saying he could do with a
smaller one.

It was 1976 hefore the book finally
came cut and quickly made its mark as a
classic. It went i1 quickly lor two editions,
1979and 1983 Besides being very informa-
1ive, the book was also a visual delight with
the fine paintings of Mr Poudyal and Mr
Dangol o illustrate the text. Apparently,
this was only the third book of its kind
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Map of Nepal indicating areas
important in bird geography

published anywhere that had text and pic-
tures on facing pages which makes it very
user-friendly inthe field (the other two were
The Birds of Britain and Lurope with Narth
Africa and the Middle East and A Guide to
Field Identification: Birds of North America).

Mr Fleming St was to live in Nepal until
1979, by which time Birds of Nepal had
succeeded in imprinting Nepal firmly on
the minds of enthusiasts all over, whether
hird watchers, hird banders', or ornitholo-
gists. "We have to be grateful to the Flemings
hecause their book not only publicised Nepal
as a treasure house of bird species butitalso
spurred interest in bird-watching among
Nepalis,® says Karna Sakya, co-founder of
the Kathmandu-based Bird Watching Club.

Valley Naturalists

Bird-watching has not as yet caught up as a
popular national pastime in Nepal. The
required conditions [or the hobhy—afllu-
ence, leisure, and awareness—are still not
there to the extent required. However, one
increasingly finds excursion groups with a
copy of Birds of Nepal on hand negotiating
some of the thick woodlands on the out-
skirts of Kathmandu.

Villagers of Nepal are, of course, natu-
ral birdwatchers. Says Mr Flemng Jr, "The
city dwellers will be able to recognise crows
and sparrows, whereas outside the city 1
onlv have 1o open the book and people
instantly point eut the birds they know. But
their interest is only poetic. 1t is only when
one makes a deliberate attempt to sec ditler-
ent birds, seeks them out and makes a study
ol them, that one hecomes a true hird-
watcher 1am glad our hook has been able
lead Nepalis in that direction.”

At present, there are at least two groups
actively warching birds. There is one formed
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by the naturalists and guides workinginand
around the Royal Chitwan National Park,
and there is the Bird Watching Club. Now
called Bird Conservation Nepal, the latter
has remained active since its inception in
1982, under the steady stewardship of the
country's leading ornithologist, Hari Sharan
Nepahi. "Over the years, more than 200
people have drifted in and out of the club
but we have a core group of dedicated bird
watchers," says Mr Nepall,

The club's activities are mostly centred
in and around the Kathmandu Vallley, but
the valley provides an abundant variety of
hirds so there is never a dull moment. The
Flemings once had a bird count competi-
tion going wath a {riend in Sn Lanka who
had the whole island to find his birds while
they restricted themselves to the valley.
'"The tally ran neck-to-neck all the time,"
recalls Mr Fleming Jr.

Mr Sakya is pleased that many of the
youngsters who had jomed the ¢lub have
pone on to become naturalists and
wildlife experts. He believes that as a
hirdwarcher's paradise, Nepal should be
ahie 1o 1ake economic advantage by hosting
the hundreds of thousands ol bird enthusi-
asts the world over. (Mr Sakya is also a
successiul hotelier.)

That indeed is what Mr Fleming Jr does
when he is not leading nature tours clse-
where—he bringsLour groups of bird warch-
ers to Nepal. Tor the next six months, how-
ever, he will not be travelling. He will be
home, preparing the lfourth ediion of Birds
of Nepal for press, and there is a lot of work
up ahead. For, while the first edition Listed
787 bird species, with new sightings, the
number is now more than 830. Mr Fleming
Jr will have e do 1t all alone this time, his
father having died in 1987 g
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BOOK REVIEW

Dead on Arrival

lesting Times,
I_!aii Glals &! Niake 1

2 Nuelear Test Ban

Testing Times:
The Global Stake in a Nuclear

Test Ban

by Praful Bidwai and Achin Vanaik
Dag Haminarskjold Foundation
Uppsala, Sweden, 1996
71 pages, ISBN 91-85214-23-X

bv T.T. Paulose

India might find ego-gratification by emerging
as a nuclear power, but it will have to contend
with the image of 'rogue’ state.

’I‘he end of the cold war brightened hopes
for the emergence of a nuclear weap-
ons-Tree world. But the presence of some
20,000 nuclear warheads and their sophis-
ticated delivery systemns with the nuclear
weapons states (Nws) on the one hand, and
the activities of the threshold nuclear pow-
ers on the other, have ensured that u re-
mains a difficult propusition. The initalling
olaComprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
.CTETY by the end of this year was supposed
to have been an important step in this
direction.

In Testing Times: The Global Stake in a
Nuclear Test Ban, journalist-researchers
Praful Bidwai and Achin Vanaik write: "The
completion of a truly comprehensive, uni-
versal, non-discriminatory zero-yield, and
verifiable treaty to prohibit testing (so nec-
essary for qualitative improvement of nuclear
weapons) would provide a logical way owt
of the nuclear impasse that has lasted halfa
century.”

But the 28 June deadline for wrapping
up the drait of a ¢TBT has come and gone
without any accord. On 20 June, the newly
elected United Front government in New
Delhi announced it would not sign the CTBT
unless the Nws—China, France, Russia,
United Kingdom and United States—agreed
to disarm within a given time [rame. 1t also
announced the withdrawal of ali facilities
for seismic verification from the purview of
the International Monttoring System {1MS},
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However, India would continue to sit in on
negotiations at the Conference on Disarma-
ment (CD)in Geneva, it said.

Pakistan premptly announced that the
treaty would he "dead on arrival if any of
the ugh[ nuclear-capable powers decl lined
tosign. Simultaneously, Chinaexpressedits
reservations, saying the clause on peaceful
nuclear explosions (PNE] should be revised
after 10 years. Russia, China, ['rance, Paki-
stan and UK were of the view that India,
Pakistan and Israel sheuld ratfy the treaty
for its entry inte force. Russia, Ching and
Incia expressed reservations on the matter
of "on-site mspection” and the US position
on National Technical Means of Verifica-
Lo,

Negotiations collapsed and a revised
version of the draflt was presented 10 the
delegations at the CD to take back with
them and study before talks resume on
29 July.

The well-argued monograph by Mr
Bidwai and Mr Vanaik was conceived as an
intervention in the negonatiens and the
public debate on the CTET. Supported by the
Dap Hammarskjold Foundation, the study,
it the words of the authors, "attempts (o
assess the main areas ol dispute between
potential signatories and possible forms
ol their resolution, and 1o point to the
larger political value of establishing a goed
CTRT, something that 15 now within
our reach "

b

The study thus retains its topicality and
15 significant in that it is the first publication
of s kind, and all the more significant as it
comes [rom [ndia, a country that has a
critical role m the CTBT process, Itfollows on
the book-length study Nuclear Weapon
Tests: Prehibitton or Limitation? (1988)
edited by Josef Goldblat and David Cox,
and two monographs on the CTBT by
Ertc Arnett.

The authors of Testing Times maintain
that theirs is an attermpt to familiarise read-
ers from the global South, and especially
india. with the international debate on dis-
armament and (o acquaint the international
reader with the debate in India on the
issue. The objectivity of the concise, meticu-
lously researched and readable text 1s in
sharp contrast to the selective analyses and
biased research on the same theme by some
well-known writers of India on nuclear
issues, who so strongly advocate that
the country withdraw [rom the CTRT
negotiations.

The authors make no secret of thetr
own stance on whether India should go
nuclear. It should not. After devoting a
section to the analysis of the Indian position
and mapping out the options available to
the country, Mr Bidwatand Mr Vanaik are of
the opinion that India should inital the
treaty at the earliest.

They write: "The ongoing talks on the
CTBTrepresentanencroaching 'Day o fjudge-
ment' for New Delhi [t1s to be hoped that
it will wisely choose the path of nuclear
sanity and work [orand be part of a consen-
sus CTBT that is now close within the world's
reach".

They warn: "If the world yet again fails
to complete the CTBT in the near future, the
impact will be to strengthen hawkish lob-
bies in the governments of both the NWS
and threshold states. This will end hopes for
a fissile material production ban {Fisshan)
and even jeopardise existing arms control
agreements including START-1Tand the Anti-
Ballistic Missile (ABM) treaty.”

Hidden Agenda

The authors point cut India wants to be seen
as seeking the meral hiph ground refllecting
its sericusness about advancing the cause of
nuclear disarmament. However, they write,
New Delhi is resisting signing mainly be-
cause it will limit or narrow its nuclear
option. While refusing to sign the CTBTin its
present form, India, nudged by its power
elites, may be secking an escape route to a
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Mr Burghart used the noton of intra-cul-
tural translation as deployed by each of the
three agents who, he argued, "shsorbed
elements of the othertwo codesinto hisown
code and then claimed the absolutely su-
preme rank in the social system " This com-
plexuty, Mr Burghart suggested, could be
ignored by the outside anthropologist inter-
ested 1 ntercultural translation only at a
great nsk of misrepresentation.

Conditions of Listening

The second section of the book contains
papers on the history of the political culture
of the nation-state in Nepal. As a set, they
exemnplify both Mr Burghart's skills as a
meticulous histonan and hisinterest in trans-
formations of Nepalt idioms of power, au-
thority and agency during the past two
centurtes. "Gifts 1o the Gods" 1s a classic
account focused on the king's agency as
someone engaged in cultural transaction
with respect to the gifting of lands to divini-
ties, both celestial and human.

"The Formation of the Concept of Na-
tien-State in Nepal” is pechaps the scholar's
best-known essay among Nepal specialists
In1t, and in a following essay dealing with
the use ofthe category "Hindu", Mr Burghart
concerns himself with the history of the use
of these ideas in governmental discourse in
Nepal. His formulation helps us to under-
stand one aspect of the history of the
Hindu-based, Nepali-language-based exclu-
sive nationalism in Nepal

In one of the other essays in this sec-
tion, usmg ethnographic details from the
teachers' movement of the mid-1980s,
Burghart argues that in a hierarchical socal
structure with no civil society (thisis how he
interpreted Nepal during the Panchayat era),
the "conditions of listening" have to be
created by first generating "the moral space
in which subjects can publicly criticise " He
interprets the movement's three phases—
symholic strike, open procession and handh
{closing down)—as a way in which the
suhjects communicate with the king and
not simply rebel against the lord.

[nn the third seciion entitled "Complex
Agency", we hind three essays that exemnplify
some of Mr Burghart's other concerns: cul-
ture in the South Asian diaspora, medical
anthropology and development, and the
description of spoken Maithili.

Powerful Insights

By publishing a selection of Richard
Burghart's scattered essays in a single vol-
ume, the editors' purpese was to present the
intellectual unity that characterised the di-
versity of the scholar's writings. They have
succceded, for The Conditions of Listening
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certainly provides that opportunity and as-
sists our appreciation of Mr Burghart's m-
sights inte South Asian histery and soctety

As a scholar who used historical mate-
nals from Nepal (more than anybody else)
to speak aboul the dominant organising
concepts of the anthropology of South Asia,
much of Mr Burghart's work helped in ex-
tending the otherwise India-deminated {o-
cus of the field Dy forcing most of his
colleagues who did research on 'South Asia’
(most of them would have ohtained their
docterates without having read asingle thing
on Nepal, for example) to think about a pant
of the Subcentinent that had escaped direct
colonial rule, Mr Burghart provided power-
ful comparavve msights for others who
delved mnto the corresponding transforma-
tions in colonised South Asia.

For Nepal specialists, Mr Burghart's
writings provide a good perspective on the
cultural history of the Nepali state and soci-
ety. [tisanotherstory that Nepali historians
from the country have largely ignored this
distinguished schelar's work at the cost of
their own continued intellectual incarcera-
tion within the narrow confines of pohtical
history

Finally, it must also be recognsed that
the anthropological highways that brought
Mr Burghart inte Nepal, despite his histori-
cally informed analyses, limited his view of
Nepali society Obsessed with the lking,
brahminand the asceticin traditional Hindu

D

Nepal, Mr Burghart's appreciation of more
recent Nepali society under the Panchayat
system was rather limited. His evocation of
the idiom of lordship in the essay "His
Lordship at the Cobblers' Well" does not
reveal much of an understanding of the
1hom and substance of development.

In failing to notice the agency of the
middle-class Nepalinanionalists in the propa-
gation of hoth Hindu- and Nepali-language-
based Nepalt national culture, Mr Burghart
could only hold a narrow view of the
Panchayati public sphere. His readings of
the teachers’ movement in the 1980s and of
the 1990 Jana Andolan (People's Movement)
that brought an end to Panchayati rule
{published elsewhere} indicate that his ob-
session with the idiom of lordship and gov-
ernmental discourses on Nepaliness pre-
vented him from seeing much that hap-
pened as way of public criticism of the
Panchayati rule and the institution of king-
ship in Nepal during the 1980s. One pos-
sible reason for this could be the late
academic's neglectof recent Nepali-language
sources, including msightful literary works
produced by Nepalis whose terms of refer-
ence do not necessanly overlap with those
of the anthropologists of Nepal and
South Asia.

P. Ontais an editor of the new journal Studies
in Nepali History and Society.

Ist announcement, July 1996

FILM SOUTH ASIA

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF SOUTH ASAN DOCUMENTARIES, 199/

Between 21 and 23 February 1997, Kathmandu will host a festival of fitms on South Asia. Filin
South Asia will be screening works by Bangladeshi, Indian, Nepali, Pakistani, Sri Lankan as well as

expatriate directors.

Film South Asia {(FSA) follows the Film Himalaya ‘94 festival which was organised by Himal
magazine in February 1994, While FSA 1997 will showcasc documentary films, future festivals will
also include experimental films, short films, features, teledramas, and o on.

FSA 19597 will be a unigue gathering place for documentary film-makers from all over South
Asia and overseas. FSA 1997 seeks 10 create an interactive venue in Kathrnandu where those involved
with documentary films wi!l come together to exchange ideas and plan future work. Besides directors
and producers, the event will also he attended by critics, station-owners, buyers and conoisseurs from

aH aver Asia,

Subject criteria: Entries will have 1o be on Seuth Asian subjects, broadiy understood. They can cover
any subjcct in the range available to documentary makers, from people, culture, lifestyle and adven-
twre to development, envirenment, politics, education, history and so on.

Length: The duration of a documentary will not be considered a bar.

Format: For selection, films should be sent in VHS (PAL, NTSC or SECAM).

A seletion meeting is scheduled for Novermnber 26, 1996, All entries must reach the Festival
office by the first week of November 1996. Entries which are chosen will be atlowed to compete and
awards will be presented to winners in different categories. More details will be provided in the second

announcement, in August.

For entry forms and other queries, please contact:

Suman Basnet
Director, Film South Asia
PO Box 7251, Kathmandu, Nepal.

Fax: 977 1521013 email: himal & himpc.mos.com.np
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"

walls. chamn links." writes Nirmal Ghosh,
an Indian journalist based in Singapore, n
an article for Silver Kris, the Singapore
Airlines inllight magazine. "The zco expe-
rience will never be the same after you've
visited the Night Safari, a one-of-a-kind
exposure to the nocturnal habits of some
of the members of the animal kingdom "
The Singapore Zoological Gardens
have now set up a consultancy group to
which Mr de Alwis belongs. Its role is to
help other countries with their zoos. This
group has already been approached by
Burma, Cambodia and Indonesia.

Elephant Man

Mr de Alwis's professicnal involvement
with animals is somewhat unique because
not only has he dealt with animals in
captivity, but has alsc headed his country's
Wild Life Conservation Department, run-
ning Sri Lanka's national parks and regu-
lating the fauna conservation etfort. As in
many other developing countries, this has
been an uphill battle with man and ani-
mals competing for resources that become
scarcer by the day.

In retirement, new hie has been
breathed into Mr de Alwis's interest in
wildlife conservation with his appoint-
ment as head of the Asian Elephant Spe-
cialist Group (AESG) set up by the World-
wide Fund for Nature and the World Con-
servation Union. The Asian elephant now
survives in the wild in 13 countnes and
four of them {India, Thailand, Indonesia
and Sri Lanka) are represented in the
AFSG mandated to develop conservation
proposals.

Mr de Alwis, who has been travelling
10 Burma and Indochina as part of his new
responsibilities, says some very worth-
while breakthroughs have beenmade. "We
must look at the whole of Asiaand not just
afew countries. I started approaching gov-
ernments and governmental agencies in
many countries where the Asian elephant
survives and have had some very encour-
aging responses," he says.

"Burma's Minister of Forestry hasbeen
most enthusiastic and he personally in-
vited us to his country. He sent us under
escortto elephant country in difficultareas
and himself organised a workshop. We

b

made a similar approach to Cambediaand
they were very open and very keen. We
have also sentagroupto Vietnamand right
now we are getting intc Laos."

Most elephants in Indochina live in
huge contiguous forests covering the terri-
tory of three countries--Laos, Cambodia
and Vietnam. An estimated 300 elephants
live in this region. Ideally, an elephant
reserve would be created encompassing
the territory of all three countries, and Mr
de Alwis s optimistic. "All three countries
are keen on protecting this heritage," he
says AlSG is also involved with elephant
conservation in Szechuan in southern
China, where there 15 likely to be an esti-
mated population of 300 elephants.

“When there is the resource and funds
are available, you are encouraged to think
of new enterprises”, says Mr de Alwis.
"Whether it 15 zoos, conservation or any-
thing else, we all talk glibly about the need
for political will. But it 1s we who must be
the instrument of secunng that will. And
when you start something, the beautiful
thing 1s that you get support which you
least anticipated.” )

RECENT ARRIVALS

C. Butter & S. K. Saetreng.
5. Images of a Century:

6. Gods, Men & Territory:

7. Anthropology of Nepal:

1. Contested Hierarchies: A Collaboration Ethnography of Caste
in the Kathmandu Valley, Nepal — David Gellner & Declan Quigley.

2. Claiming the High Ground: Sherpa, Subsistence & Environmental
Change in the Highest Himalaya - Stanly F. Stevens.

Three Years in Tibet — Ekai Kawaguchi (Reprint}
The Treasure Revealer of Bhutan - P. Tshewang, K. P. Tashi,

The Changing Townscape of the Kathmandu Valley

Society & Culture in Kathmandu Valley — Anne Vergati

People, Problems & Processes - Edited by Michael Allen
8. Civilized Shamans: Buddhism in Tibetan Societies

— Geoffrey Samuel (Mandala Edition is being published by arrangement
with Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington DG, USA)

Himalava
NEP AL

9. Faces of Nepal —Jan Salter & Harka Gurung

MANDALA BOOK POINT

P.O. Box No.: 528, Kantipath, Kathmandu, Nepal.
Tel: +977-1-227711, 245570 (0), 216100 (R)
Fax: +00977-1-227600, 221129 Attn: Madhab

Visit Mandala

e

for
Scholarly books, maps and

guides on Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan
and the Indian Himalaya

—
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Airline Schedule for South Asia
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1345/1510
180071915
0910/1045
0B810/0925
0830/0945
1500/1615
1830/2050
1045/1255
1145/1405
1000/1 220
1425/1545
1205/4245

R

1130/1350
1420/1540
2235/2355
1040/1200
2235/2355
1105/1225
2235/2355

1000/1155
2300/0100
1230/0030
2205/2355
1000/1200
15101710
15101710
1000/11565
2250/0045
2150/2350
1425/1755
2040/2355
143071610
1515/1605
o

et
0730/0810
1630/1710
0730/0840
0730/0825

1545/1650

i

22
1530/1630
08910/1100
1025/1125
1250/1330

1335/1415
E:}émﬁﬂ%
A

10151125
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This is a schedule for
direct flight connections
between countries of
SAARC, compiled by
HIMAL South Asja on
the basis of information
provided by airlines.
Please note that in some
cases, travel between
South Asian cities tends
to be routed through
outside hubs.

AIRLINE CODES

Air Lanka = UL

Bangladesh Biman = BG

#

Druk Air = KB

Indian Airlines = IC

Lufthansa = LH

Royal Nepal = RA

&
7

Singapore Airlines = 5Q

DAY CODES

1=Menday, 2--Tuesday,

3=Wednesday, 4=Thursday,
S-Friday, 6=Saturday,
7=Sunday

All=Lvery Day
(= Excluding .

All timings are local time.
Indian Airlines schedule elfective
from July 13,
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MEDIAFILE

A correspondent from Dhaka taking ex-
ception to my companng Bangla business-
man Salman Rahman's joining politics
with that of Pakistan's Imran Khan, writes,
"The tycoon (Rahman) has the highest
profile 11 the country and is Chief of the
Federation of Chambers and Beximco
Group which has more than 20% of the
total share market capitalisation. His
candidature was challenged in the Court
on the grounds that he 1s a loan defaulter
which isa disqualification but he obtained
alast moment stay order and campaigned
vigorously. But in the election his deposit
was forfeited. His Samriddho Bangladesh
Andolon (Prosperous Bangladesh Move-
ment) partisans did even worse."

More on Bangladeshis of note which Thave
not read in the press but which hasarnved
on Chhetria Patrakar's desk: "Runa Laila's
J second marriage te a Swiss geriatric went

bust. She has sought and got Court protec-
tion from the Swissman's harassment. RL,
by the way, celebrated her personal cross-
ing of the 300 pounds weight mark by
becoming the hercine ol a movie based on
her life. Presumably paid for by ber two.
lgnore if you know this all "

Indian activism is galloping along the in-
formation superhighway, leaving the
blunderbuss government far behind in the
effort te win hearts and minds through the
internet. During Sunderlal Bahuguna's 73-
day-old most-recent fast against the build-
ing of Tehri Dam, the Save Himalaya Cam-
paign was actively seeking support, pro-
viding last-minute instructions, and gen-
erally using this new information device to
great use. [ list below the addresses that the
SHC keptinformed about Bahuguna's fast.
From what comes helow, what | find most
interesting is that it is Indians talking to
each other. If you lock carefully at the
addresses, you are bound to recognise
names and email addresses of people you
know 1 counted 17 1 definitely knew,
including Himal's.

Wed, 26 Jun 1996 13:47:33 IST +5.5

From: sss@soldarty unv.ernet.in

To: bandyopa®@sc2a.unige ch,
panosiondon@gn.apce.org,
bernbaum@violet berkeley.edu,

abyers®igc apc.org, geamphell@ige ape.org,
postmaster@proter.org. pe,
ddennisten@ige.ape.org,
himal@himpe.mos.com.np,
ileia@antenna.nl, hli_pun@idre ca,

commonfuture@gn.apc.org,

vkl@unv emnet.in, dprau@ige apc.org,
rn@ige ape org, jchn@ilbom ernet.in,
alache@unv ernetin, ajit@uny.ernet.m,
akothari@unv ernet in, cendit@unv emet mn,
dide®@unv.ernet.in, greenedu@unv.ernet in,
system@ifreinlunv ernet in,

jac@unv ernet.in, komet@unv.emet.in,
mona@unv.emet in, muppal@uny.emet.in,
nandy@unv.ernetan, pghate@uny ermet.in,
rajeevi@pilsarc.unv.ermnet.in,
prkj@unv.ernet.in, pria@uny.ermet.in,
ravig@unv.ernet.in, ravindra@unv ernet.in,
redcross@unv ernet.in, satya@unv ernet.in,
smencn®@uny.ermet.in,

nairé@icaroap unv.ernet in,
madhu@manushi unv.ernctin,
vinay@aaind unv.ernetan,
system@ccaind unv emet in,
celel@unv.ernet.in,
liza@ecnai unv ermet.in,

ture, it states, "will develop from Ongole in
Andhra Pradesh in a north-west direction
towards Cujarat, along a segment passing
through central Maharashtra." 1t seems
that North India decided to stop all move-
ment after it collided with the Asian plate,
while Southern India, as always having a
mind of its own, has decided 10 continue
without reducing speed towards the east.
The suspicion that Soath India wants
to join ASEAN by itself is thus proved
correct.

It has long been known to those who |
follow geopaolitical trends of the Subconu-
nent that Pakistanis will witlingly let go of
their claims on Kashmir if they can get

sysen@itauny.emet.in,
sida@dax unv emel.in,
darman@ils unv emet. in,
Ty Enes I emetin,
hansv@hsm unv emet n,
erica@igss.unv.ernetin,
together@le unv ernet.in,
rana@nen.uny.ernet.in,
ghaur@oxfama unv ernetm.
phidwai@plb.unv ernet.in,
kaval@pirg.unv.ernet.in,
john@plural.unv.ernet.in,
vedarya@pradan.unv.ernet.in,
sakdel@sakshi unv ernet.in,
asad@sanam unv.ernet.in,
stambhi@scpl unv ernet.in,
sampda@s]del unv.ernet.in,
susan@sitil unv ernet.in,
sidama@sudama.unv.ernet.in,
meera@svp.unv.ernet in,
aro@rarud unv.ermet.in,
system@tibde ] unv.ernet.n,
system@tibrev.unv. ernet.in,
system@tom . unv.ernet.in,
jsmith@skidmore.edu,
ploneer@the pioneer Sprintrpg sprint.com,
y.r rani@mail.utexas.edu,
angoc®@ige ape.org

Since the political boundaries
defined by the 1947 colonials are really
notwoanyone's hking, those whose jobitis
to be concerned over thissort of thing have
long been pondering over some other ba-
sis for the division of South Asia. Since
one criteria is good as another, how ahout
splitting the Subcentinent on the basis of
geological forces which are at this very
moment tearing India into half. The Jour-
nal of the Geological Society of India is very
specific on where this divide cccurs. Frac-

SPECIAL RFPORT

‘Madbzm de de, K asbmzr le le.

W?Jl‘ﬂ fndian and Pahslam ﬁ(i[ll:r:klrlt have mhm}ux’ g o In nla}el ooy o Fidires (G each ofber,
i G 2i u [{

gt reglly ahesd

Madhuri Dixit 1in return. Nikhat Kazm,
the cinema connosseur, now places that
fact belore the Indian public with the
headline "Madhuri de de, Kashmir le le
Question: will the great Indian nation will-
ingly part with the luscious Ms Dixit?
What of the mega-star herself, will she go?
Where will she live, Karachi or Islamabad?
| would suggest Lahore, the aity where
Seuth Asian cinema really began. The only
problem is if the Kashmiris decided that
they want Madhuri.

"What if Maldives Disappears Under the
Sea"is the headline, without ques-
tion mark, in the latest EEG
Feature toarrive by mail. What
indeed, if the Maldives dis-
appears under the sea? Most
importantly, it would devas-
tate the South Asian Associa-
non for Regional Cooperation, |
whichwould have tocome down
from an all time high of seven members to
six. So the big challenge then would he
which one of the whirls onthe SAARClogo
should bhe dropped. | propese a summit
meeting in Male suon, before 1t disappears
underwater, to consider the matter.

We have hardly had time to deal with the
Maldives problem when LK. Gujral comes
along 1o complicate matters. The first ma-
ior policy announcernent the new Indian
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Foreign Minister had
to make as he took
oftice was to an-
nounce  Afl-
ghanistan and
Burma should
also he brought
in as members
of faARC. Sev-
eral problems.
What about the logo, agan? On Afl-
ghanistan, do we first wait for the country
to hreak up, so that we can have more
members? And Burma, il even Aung San
Suu Kyi wants to join ASEAN, do we drag
her kicking and screarming into SAARC?

G

GGC:‘

“J , U/

Nepal's national (government-owned)
news agency Rashtriya Samachar Sami
reported on 2 July that "a herd of 12 wild
elephants were seen fleeing the park areas
towards India via Kithayandhalak on June
26" The very next line, which complelts
the news item: "Like other wildlife, el-
ephantsalsomigrate every year," itis stated.
So now let us get this clear, so that we do
not have a diplemauc incident with any
one country accusing the other of harass-
ing wildlife or trying to loot pachyderm
wealth from across the border. If the el-
ephants were fleeing, who was pursuing
them from the Nepal side, and why would
the Nepalis want to lose their well-earned
elephants? If there was an intention of
India to want these creatures for whatever
purpose, it would be enticing them, in
which case the elephants would not be
fleeing, but being drawn across the horder.
So,newsmen, lets getour descriptive Lerms
right. We do not want a diplomatic inci-
dent of elephantine proportions in our
hands.
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The New Nation of
Dhaka is teaching me
arithmetic all over
again. Five out of three
women who stood for
elections, it seems, got
elected. Which leads
me to only one conclu-
ston. Each Bangladesh: female candidate
must make up about 2.5 women. So, if two
wormnen candidates win, that makes a total
of five, right? Please get my abacus, the
South Asian hfe 1s getting complicated

What would [ not give at this point 1o be a
Bhutanese civil servant? Forthe headline
in Kuensel reads, "His Majesty Commands
Salary Increase". It scems, the take-

home of all Druk Yul civil ser-

vants will be up by 25 per-
centfrom | July 1896, and
50 percent for gups and
chimis. (Make that a
correction, I'd rather

be a gup or a chimi.)
Finance Minister
Lyonpo D. Tshering
said that there had
been a 90 percent sal-
ary increase at the
lower ltvals since 1988,
He added, *In the event the
resource position improves, the
royal government will consider further
mncreases in the salary of civil servants in
the near future." Wow. It must be Lrue what
they say, that Bhutan will soon overtake
Singapore, leave SAARC and join ASEAN.
Who needs sAARC with those pay scales?

Good letter in selfsame Kuensel, by a mu-
sician/forestry adviser (honest) from
Zhemgang named Egger Topper, who com-
ments on the worres expressed by the
editor that Hindi, Englishand Nepali songs
are more popular than Bhutanese songs.
While Hindi and Nepali music has suc-
cessfully incorporated modern elements
inte their medern traditions, there 1s an
attempt Lo protect Bhulanese music
through isolation. At the same time, at the
popular level, the beautiful Bhutanese
melodies, the gentle and subtle voices are
being drowned out by cheap synthesised
accompaniments. Mr Toppe suggests that
Bhutanese musicians be trained in the
rudiments of moedern music, particularly
in harmonisation, so that they can try and
reach for a "quality fusion of traditional
and modern music... Preser-vation of cul-
ture is a dynamic ongoinyg process and not

Forestry?
This man should be made the new Direc- |
tor General of UNESCO. :

merely a static protective one.”

Glad to learn that bilateral links are being
established hetween photojournalists of
South Asia. Just arrived, an announce-
ment that in late September, a joint photo
exhibition will be held in Kathmandu by
the Photographic Soaety of Pakistan and
the Nepal Photographic Society. The exhi-
bition will include 113 photographs of 27
Nepalt and 27 Fakistani photographers.
Alter Kathmandu, the exhibition will travel
to Islamabad, Lahore, Quetta and "possi-
bly" Karachi. Which gave me an idea,
doubtless uncriginal: South Asian coop-
eration does not always have to involve ail
South Asian countries. Often, shows and
seminars might be more interesting, and
maore interesting, if they were to be held
under the South Asian banntr, but involv-
ing bilateral or trilateral participants.

The headline I understood least during
themonth of June, from The Independent of
Dhaka:

i -~ UN. confmncc on cxﬁw

ﬂmm:ﬁpm mmm«mg

- Chhetria Patrakar
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OPINION

by Rishikesh Shaha

Idea and Reality,
Nepal and Rolpa

N epalis passing through a critical state of
transition. The institutional develop-
ment of democracy can easily receive a
serivus setback if the key players on the
national political stage dou not play their
cards skillfully and cauticusly. The future of
democracy will largely depend on the suc-
cess of the people of Nepal and itsleaders to
bridge the gap between the country as con-
stituted by law and the country as a reality.
That this gap is widening into a chasm is
amply visible in the violence that has over-
taken central Nepal.

In welcoming parliamentary style gov-
ernment, the country has apparently
wrenched off the reot of tradition but the
fact remains that tradition always dies hard.
It remains to be seen how Nepali polity will
fare in the coming years. There is enormous
disparity, as Carlos Fuentes would have put
it, "between the revolutionary texts, the
ideas and the reality, the acts, (and) what
has actually happened” in Nepal.

The probiem is that this euphoric spell
of freedom brought about by breaking the
chains of tyranny and tradition may cnly
prove to be ephemeral, and age-oid histori-
cal conditions and deeply ingrained habits
of thought and mind may prompt these
societies to move in reverse one day.

Magarat

King Prithvinarayan Shal, the founder of
Nepal as a state, had long ago declared
himself the King of Magarat. This was a
federation which existed prior to the 13th
century, in what is now central Nepal, of 12
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petty states extending from today's Tanahu
district to Rolpa district. By the 15th cen-
tury, in the wake of the Muslim invasion of
India, Rajput chieltains from Rajasthan are
said to have made their way inte the hill
areas inhabited by Magars and other indig-
enous tribes and carved out principalities
for themselves and their progeny. All those
principalities were eventually incorporated
inte the modern Kingdem of Nepal by
Prithvinarayan Shah and his successcrs in
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
CENLUTIES.

Today, Magars, constituting 7.2 per-
cent of Nepal's population, are the largest
ethnic group in the country. And it is this
very area of Magarat that is now beariny the
brunt of the Maoist "People's War" launched
by Mchan Vaidya aka Kiran, Pushpa Kamal
Dahal aka Prachanda, along with Baburam
Bhattarai and Pampha Bhusal of the United
People's Front (UPF).

What started in mid-Fehruary with a
series of simultaneous attacks on the police
stations in the neighbouring districts of
Rolpa and Rukum, appeared to have been
effectively tackled by a police operation
code-named "Romeo”. But eventssince then
have shown the "war" 1o be lar from over.
Rather, as we found out during a human
rights fact-finding mission to the regicn in
May, morte and more people are being af-
fected by the violence around them.

Following the insurgency by the UPE
and the reciprocal counter-insurgency by
the pelice, the commeon people of Rolpaand
the surrounding districts have had to suffer

The national-level politicians and political parties
have failed Nepal, oblivious as they are of cynicism
and desperation that is developing countrywide.

all kinds of excesses and atrocities threugh
nofaultof their own, They arcterror-stricken
and traumatised. Cases of rape, brutal kill-
ings and arson by both sides have victimised
innocents with gross injustice, brutal ex-
cesses and atrocities.

There is no civil government in Rolpa
except for the presence of the Chief District
Officer and his staff and the army and police
personnel. The district court 1s not [unc-
tioning and neither 1s the District Develop-
ment Committee. The Tulsipur district jail
is meant to handle no more than 50 inmates
but houses more than a hundred. Both male
and female detainees are herded together
and are separated only at mght. Each group
is shut in with a bucket of water and a
pitcher, and nothing else. The only respite
inthe entire region seems Lo be provided by
the army which has organised a medical
mobile team to provide succour 1o the vic-
tims of both the pohice and the Maoists.

Callous Unconcern

Because the situation in Magarat 1s a harbin-
ger of desperate times for the rest of the
country, it isimportant for leaders of Nepali
society to find a political solutien. Skirting
the issue in the hope that police action will
set it ripht is being extremely naive and
short-sighted. Unfortunately, the attitude of
the top-level leadersbip of all the major
political parties seems to be precisely that,
which is only representative of the national
capital's response 1o the violence.

The Kathmandu-based media and the
national-level political parties scem to be
hardly aware that nearly 50 people, almost
entirely villagers, have already lost their
lives due to the anti-'Maoist' reaction of the
state. The news stories are mere after-
thoughts, and the headlines get smaller by
the day. The editors are plously oblivious of
the state of insurgency and counter-insur-
gency that has prevailed in these remote hill
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distncts for more than five months Other
than straight reports, no Kathmandu pen-
odical ot newspaper has delved into the
ongins of this grave state of aflairs

One can very well imagine what would
have happened f so many people had died
n Kathmandu Valley, where many a nime
political parties have exploited even accr-
dental deaths of individualstotry and topple
governments and subvert constitutional
processes. Kathmandu's complacent and
indifferent attitude 1owards the events n
Rolpa and elsewhere merely reflects the
unconcern of the mamnstream pohucal par-
nies about the happenings in remote areas.

Commoner's Despair
it 15 the dismal performance of these main-
stream national pelitical groupings so far
that has served to strengthen the Maoist
appeal to the people in some areas. Unscru-
pulous, viciously sellish, and narrow-
~unded party politics has already made the
~omrmoen people despatr of political plural-
ism and the mulu-party poliical system
even helore it has attained its adulthood.
The peopie of Nepal have already seen all
‘he national level political parties inand out
of the government. Their utter lack of any
sense of accountability, efficiency and ca-
sacity to implement their election promises
and deliver the goods have made
neople cynical about the nation's prospects
i future.

The very foundation and structure of
“he stale seem to have been adversely af-

fected by the nefarious desyns
ot the polimcal parties o
nolitiese the permanent vt
service and other constitu-
nenal organs of the state

such as the judiciary, the

Public Service Comimussion

and the Auditor General's
office, which are the formal and
external safepuards of democracy
everywhere,

There 15 no doubt Nepal has a popu-
larly ¢lected parltament and a government
direatly responsible to i But the electoral
suveess ol the party does not in itself lend
legiimacy to the consturmional process of
guvernance. "Legitimacy involves hoth the
performance capacity of the systemn and the
sentiments of the population towards gov-
ernmental authority, and baste to a legiti-
macy erisis 1s a change n the way govern-
mental authority is concelved oritself acts.”
said veteran American scholar Lucien Pye,

In other words, getting elected, though
an essential prerequisite, 15 not in itselfl a
sufficient condition of legiimacy. Legiti-
macy alse entails efficient performance, a
sense ofaccountability and the maintenance
of order and stability. The signs ol an immi-
nent legitimacy crisis are already visible in
Nepal's fledgling democracy, and the im-
materiality accorded to the civihan deaths in
Rolpa is a foretaste of ditheult days ahead

R. Shaha, Nepal's statesman scholar, has been
active in human rights in recent years.

by Bill Aitken

F=d The root problem of divisiveness in the

: Subcontinent stems from the arrogant
assumption of the contemporary (Aryan)
exponents of aggressive Hinduism that they
speak for the whole of India.

Neo-Aryan Bid For Power

For what it is worth, this 1s a raveller's
contribution to the current heated de-
bate vver India's hung Parliament. Main-
stream thinking considers the Indian elec-
torate bloody-minded in its indecision. But
one can also regard the impasse as inevi-
table, owing to the clash of past rehigious
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prejudice against the masses and the psy-
chological hangups of a munority who seek
to re-establish their hold on power.

Any overview of India's religrous his-
tory usually starts at the ancient Indus valley
site of Mohenjodaro. Though now alienated
from Hinduism in the heart of Pakistan, the

Magarat in Central Nepal

factis. Hindus hardened their hearts against
the Indus several thousand vears belore
Partition.

A lounding myth of today's right-wing
Hindu neo-Arvans {neo for morthern', "ex-
tremist and 'orthodox )—those committed
to re-establishing what they cherish as a
glorious era in Indian history—is that the
fair-skinned Aryans possessed a superior
civilisation to that of their darker Dravidian
[es whose cities they overcame.

In fact, the opposite was true. And if
vou want modern evidence of Dravidian
superionty in matters of urban civilisation
vou enly have to visit the civic orderliness of
Mysere or Cochin and compare it with the
uniformly scruflly and anarchic municipal
miess that charactenises any town in the Cow
Belt of the north.

Another fast one that the neo-Aryan
tries to pullis the myth that Tndia is essen-
tally an Aryan, vrthodox, high-caste-driven
nation. Lmbarrassingly, this claim does not
mesh with ground reality. India includes
Dravidians in the south and Mongoels in the
North-Fast, who have never accepted
hrahmanical domination.

India gets her name from the Indus and
refers simply to the people living on ats
further shore as viewed from the Aryan
heartland of Iran. From Indus also sprang
Hinduism, a polvtheistic religion of the
people loosely organised under the remark-
able instituten of hrahmanical authority
hased on popular respect.

Hindustan relers to the land of the Hin-
dus, but in fact their 'sthan’ is confined o
the north and west where Hindi 1s spoken,
Hindi being the orphan of the dead classical
languapge Sanskrnit, the immaculate, elitist
tongue ol the Aryans

The Aryan north's ymorance of the
Indian reality 1s seen in 1ts blindness to the
culturaily superiorclaims ofthe Tamiltongue
to be India’s leading language. Unlike San-
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skrit, which died because of its brahmanical
aleelness, Tamil 1s still going strong and 15
the only claimant to living classical status in
the Subcentinent [fthe Aryan seeks what is
noble, why does he not cultivate an ancient
tongue that 1s still alive?

We know inter-denominational hatred
is as much a reality as the hostihity between
different faiths. Travelsaround the Subcon-
tinent confirms in my mind the thesis that
current politico-religlous tensions derve
from that unresolved conflict witnessed at
Mohenjodaro.

Wannabe Maharashtrian Aryans
Consider the fact that leading exponents of
neo-Aryanism derive moral sustenance
largely from Maharashira, which borders
India's south. Here, zeal for the supposed
brahmanical way of doing things 15 a char-
acteristic that distinguished great Hindus
like Chhattrapati Shivaji (who bought his
high caste status), and lesser exemplars like
Tilak and Savarkar, who were openly com-
munal in their recipe for India's recupera-
tion from foreign domination. The Rashtnya
Swayamsevak Sangh (R55), which provides
the storm troopers of the 'Hindutva' move-
ment, also has its headquarters in
Maharashtra.

The chorus of wannabe high-caste
Maharashtrian Aryans of whom the latest
and shrillest voice is that of the maverick
Shiv Sena leader Bal Thackeray, is that Hin-
duism, asthey understand it, isunder threat.
Significantly, before Islam became the bo-
geyman for nec-Aryans, Mr Thackeray con-
sidered Dravidians to be the threat.

Aryan Shri Ram
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"Swara) is my birthright and 1 will
have it is the typueally pugnacious voice
of the Maratha, but the brahmamecal
Tilak, wha first voiced 11, made no reference
to the hirthright of the lower castes. Inci-
dentally, the word Maratha originally con-
noted shudra, the base of the Hindu caste
pyramid

The word "vama" from which caste
derves means "colour™, with the implica-
tion of Aryan supenority aitendant on the
fall of Mohenjodaro. Neo-Aryans assume
farr, aguiline noses are civilisationaliy in
advance ol dark broad noses, as 1s evident
{rom today's matrunonial demands

Anthropomorphic Hinduism

Hinduism, the mother of all faiths, is the
great matrix of spintual inventiveness, an-
cientin hersponsorship ol the honest, quest-
ing mind, and moderm in her fiberal hosting
of an anthropomorphic selution to the na-
ture of divinity

Exemplars of Hinduism's highest teach-
ings include the intellectual genius of Sn
Aurobindo, the advaitist exponent Sri
Ramana Maharishi, and devoteonal avatar
Sri Sathya Sai Baba. The Sangh Parivar and
the rest of the family that the BJP keeps,
including the Shiv Sena, prefer to vperate
from the gutter level, mouthing populist
stunts to grab the attention of the masses. It
does not even shrink from employing neu-
rotic sadhvis to pour venom on other reli-
gions publicly. The destruction of a national
monunient was the fruit of such vandalistic
polices.

More enlightened Hindus are aghast at
the hijacking of their religion by the neo-
Aryan ginger group hut, at the same time,
are apprehensive about the likely poor per-
formance of a low-caste government.

The vccasion forthe territortal isolation
of the BJPinthe recent elections is due tothe
hangover of Partition. Most of their sup-
porters in the north and west were those
digpossessed by the termbie rauma ef cul-
tural cviction They thirst for revenpe To
cloak their hatred of Palastan, they adopt
the mantle of horn-again Aryans, blind 1w
the real cause of their hurt.

India's striving since independence has
been to assert a natonal identity worthy of
her civilisational strength. Conguest by
Muslim armies and assimilation by Indian
armies of the colomsing Brivish are
perceived by some as an msult to be
avenged. The partition of India 1o accom-
modate Muslim Pakistan was viewed as the
last straw.

Nathuram Gadse, the RSS member who
shot Mahatma Gandhi, voiced the frustra-
tion of this lobby. He alse revealed, under

[
his brahmanical pride, the bottom line on
how the lofty onginal teachings of Hindu-
ism have been hetrayed hy s priestly custe-
dians. Gandhi was shot for allowing the
repatriation of funds te Pakistan.

These igh-caste feelings of outrage are
usually atinbuted to the inter-faith war be-
tween polytheists and monotheists. But the
traveller tinds much more rapport between
two Punjabis-—one an [ndian Hindu and
the other a Pakistani Muslim—than be-
tween, say, 4 Hindu Punjabr and a Hindu
South Indhan.

Clearly, there 1s a deeper cause for the
Indo-Pakistani hatred and this may well lie
in the tallout of the Mehenjodaro conflict.
Many of the Indian converts to lslam were
from the lower castes who felt their
new religion offered them more dignity
than the old

The strength of the brahmanical faith is
extracrdinary as it has managed 1o survive
intact even after the vicissitudes of millen-
nia. But its faral weakness lies in its weapon
ol spiritual heredity. Onlya few were able to
realise this was not meant to be taken liter-
ally as a physical lact.

The dewnward graph of socialinjustice
started when psychic truths were ignered
and the casier path of literalness was fol-
lowed. Mohenjodaro-type victonies added
to the physical sense of lording it overlesser
heings and the divisions of society based on
colour, then caste, hardened

With the power imterregnum created
by the Mushim and British paramountancy
over, 1oday's nec-Aryan hopes to reclaim
the driver's seat bul fail to realise twa points,
to their detriment. First, that democracy is
antithetical to hereditary claims and the
privileges of birth canne longer be cashed in
on to intimidate those of inferior social
station. Second, by championing the escap-
1st Vedie ideal of Advaila. they distance
themselves from the majority of Hindus
who prefer the devotional mode of religious
CRPIession.

The Ayodhya Act

Hindus are not great haters. The genius of
their religion is inclusiveness in spite of the
current propensity of the debased brahmin
L exclude. The culmination of neo-Aryan
attempts to bully Indian democracy 1o take
note of the narcissistic, arrogant agenda was
the destruction of the Babri Masjid in
Ayodhya, This one action, more than any-
thing else, has served to lower the reputa-
ton of Hinduism internationally.

The act in Ayodhya points to how far
from Indian 1deals neo-Aryans are prepared
to go lor a share of power The original
Aryans, as is well known, were quite the
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epposite from what they are being made out
to be by the dwstorting propaganda of the
RSS. They drank heavily, gambled wildly,
and ate meat, none of which appeals to the
puritanical RSS, whose mission, therefore,
has to include the deliherate ehfuscation
of history

The misstonary zeal of neo-Aryansisa
giveaway ol their alien credennials They
have consciously adopted the Semitic tone
of paternalist moraluy with its black-and-
white view of hife, a stance that is foreign to
the true Hindu rainhow view of the uni-
verse. The Sangh Parivar has preterred the
narrow vision of fundamentalist monethe-
ism over the Hindu heritage ol plurality of
approaches 1o the divine

The traveller to the South finds that
matrimoenial ads there are less insistent on
"[air" brides. High castes might get away
with rape and murder in the
North, but can find themselves
discriminated against in the
South. TPenyar, the vociferous
voice of the Dravidian ethos, is
teday the atheistic mentor of
Tamil politics, 1n head-on colli-
sion with the Sangh Parivar over
the status of the Aryan hero-di-
vinity Ram,

In the scripture-epics of the north, the
Dravidians are depicted as the Rakshasas,
demons, tounderline how the Aryan mindset
has not wavered in the 3000 years since the
Rigveda was composed. Few north Indians
are everl aware that the Tamils have their
own epics Interestingly, the Tamil depic-
tien of womanhood is totally at variance
with the north indian ideal of Sita, the
submissive wife. The southern Kannagi is a
fiery character who demands and gets
justice.

Love To Hate You

Two other example will suffice te reinforce
my thesis that the root problem of divisive-
ness in the Subcontinent stems from the
arrogant assumption of the Aryan that he
speaks for the whole of India.

First, thereisthe violent rejection of the
modern north-Indian politician V.P. Singh
by India's middle classes even though he
belengs to a prnincely family, is a man of
poetic parts and, like the archetypical war-
rior-king Ram, is not desperate 1o assume
power What was his sin? He championed
the cause of social justice that would
empower the lower castes The raja is
new viewed as a traitor to his class.
The second example is in the "colonies” of
Delhi where, in the last ten years, iron gates
have burgeoned at private expense (o
signify fear over the city. Who are the
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capial's neh afraid of?

These two examples pmnt to the same
enemy . the enfranchised masses, those lower
castes that Indian high society has loved
te hate for millennia. The hates of the neo-
Arvan are much more in evidence than
his loves .

Perhaps the most cunous omission of
the "outcaste" leader Dr Ambedkar was his
farlure 1o address the basic psychological
hangup of Hindwism's higher castes, the
concept of their inhorn superiority. While
unteuchability occasioned by the arrogance
of the "twice borm" was legally abolished,
the privileged aurasurrcundmg brahmanical
spinitual pedigree remams.

India's rulers, the kshatniva class, werce
summarily dispossessed of ther tiles
and pensionsin 1972 to show the aggressive

face of republican sentiment, but

The Aryan north's ignorance of the Indian
reality is seen in its blindness to the culturally
superior claims of the Tamil tongue to be
India's leading language

nothing has heen done 1o derecognise the
brahmin’s assumed right of way i contem-
porary India,

In a typical high-caste sleight of hand,
ne mention of brahminsis made in the latest
census of India's religious communities. In
order to conceal their minority status, they
are presumed not to exist on a priestly basis
but only surface as a caste. The ludicrous-
ness of pretending that guardians of Hindu-
1stn are no longer in control of their heredi-
1ary righis shows to what lengths the high
castes of all political parties will go to evade
ground realities.

The Learned
The strength of the brahmanical order has
been 1ts ability to command the voluniary
respect of Hindu society by virtue of us
commitment to learning. It is sigmficant
that the only centralised dynasties were the
Buddhist Mauryas, the Muslim Mughals
and the Christian British. The Guptaempire
was restricted to the north and the equally
impressive Vijayanagar cmpire to the south
Thethird Hindu empire, that of Shivaji,
was a sideshow of more symbeclic signifi-
cance than of physical extent. This
organisational looseness of Hinduism al-
towed village republic panchayats to oper-
ate over the centuries though not without
the attendant injustice of caste exclusion. It
was the British intrusion and stimulus of
comrmercial centres that threatened the

A
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brahmamical status quo.

Whatisnot asked 1s why the nationatist
Marathas with their vast territorial con-
quests allowed ahen traders 1¢ wrest their
right to rule? The truth is the Briush looted
to some purpose while the Marathas pil-
laged at random. The former appeared to be
aiesserevil The British broke the monopoly
onbrahmanical learming 1o allow the masses
the right 1o read as well as provided a model
forademocranc society. The Marathas would
have restored the brahmanicalright of way.

But the enduring strength  of
brahmanical cvilisation was neither Jost
nor defeated by the alien interregnum. This
is the error of the neo-Aryans whose de-
based vision focussing forever on past fanta-
sies blinds them to the facts of religious
history. Hinduism survived the foreign on-
slaught not anly intact but enriched  thanks
tothe strength of character of the
true Hindu. They, unlike the vo-
taries of the monotheistic faiths,
displayed remarkable freedom,
adaptabthty and fearlessness
of mind.

Thus, the neo-Arvans seem
to be fighting a battle that is
already won. Their concern for
Hinduism's vitality 15 misconceived. Hin-
duism beat the odds and was shaping up as
a modern faith worthy of international re-
spect untilits reputation was besmirched by
a lunatic fringe whose feelings were played
upon by reactivnary right-wing politicians
at Ayodhya.

The real battle the neo-Aryans fight shy
of facing is reconciliation of caste impera-
tives and regional 1dentittes. Already, the
BIP's Mourish of Sanskrit in Parliament has
led to Tamil being officially imposed on
signboards in the South. The {olly of this
conlrontation supports my thesis that what
we are seeing m today's hung parliament are
ingredients of a Mohenjodaro recontest,
between the rude and arrogant inserters of
ads for fair brides and the mass reahty of
well-tanned kisans: the elitist raisers of ur-
ban railings versus the deprived who are
determined to share their lifestyle.

For India to have a prime minister from
a Dravidian state and a speaker from a
Mongol minority background seems the
best medicine to bring home to the neo-
Aryans how far-fetched their assumptions
about [ndia's composite identity are. The
pseudo-nationalism of the Sangh Parivar
stands exposed by the destruction of the
Babri Masjid. Real nationalists do not de-
stroy national monumenis. ;

B. Aitken is a traveller and writer who lives
alternately in Delhi and Mussoorie.
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SAARCONOMY

A South Asian Labour Rights Charter

Why Not?

by Mukul

ALL THE MAJOR trade unions, tederations,
labour support organisations frem India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
Nepal whe gathered for the first time in
Kathmandu in end-May agreed on one
thing—there must be a South Asian Charter
of Labour Rights.

In the past several years, diplomats,
wrilers, artists, scientists, social activists,
lawyers and development-wallas have had
their Seuth Asian meets. So why should
labour unions stay aloof from this very
positive trend towards regional understand-
ing and cooperation?

The South Asian Consultation cn
Lahour Rights in Kathmandu was the culmi-
nation of work begun in early 1995, when
the major trade umens and support groups
frem India and representatives from
neighbouring countries met to discuss the
proposal to intreduce a social clause (on
labour and environmental standards in in-
ternational trade)as part of the World Trade
Organisation.

The meeting overwhelmingly rejected
the inclusion of the clause because it felt
it would he used by the industrialised
countries to deny Seuth Asian goods
access to their markets. But, at the same
time, they decided to seek alternatives teo
help improve the labour rights situation in
the Subeontinent.

The 35labourorganisationsrepresented
in Kathmandu agreed upen the principles
to govern the formulation of the South
Asian Charter of Lahour Rights, whose goal
would be "to estabhsh basic labour rights in
all South Asian eountries, bringingall labour
lawsin conformity wath the relevant UN and
ILO Conventions and Declarations and their
harmonisationintoan enabling South Asian
Labour Code."

That was not all. As . John, the spokes-
man for Consultation, stated, "The South
Asian labour organisations also demand the
establishment of a SAARC code of conduct
fortransnational corporations; establishment
of an instituticnal mechamsm which pro-
vides a SAARC work permit which would
protect the rights of werkers; establishment
of a mechanism te protect working people
in border areas of South Asian countries
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from detention and atrocities, labour rights
commussions in all South Asian countries to
monitor the labour rights and implementa-
tion of laws, and a regional commssion at
the SAARC level "

Secretary General of SAARC, Navemn
Uddin Hasan, responded positively to the
initiative, saying that the conungtogether of
the labour representatives was significant.
Pointing out that the 1 1 areas of cooperation
identified by SAARC (agnculture, commu-
nications, health, population, ete) did not
include labour, he said, "We would con-
sider proposing the inclusion of labour as
one of the areas of cooperation in the next
SAARC oflicial meeting." He also suggested
that the united labour body seek the status
of 2 "SAARC Regional Apex Body" to [acili-
tate long-term regional cooperation.

No Tolkenism

There was no mere token presence at the
Kathmandu conference. It boasted some of
the most powerful labour organisations from
all over the subcontinent, including the
Centre of Indian Trade Unions, All india
Trade Union Congress, Hind Majdoor Sabha
of India, Pakistan Trade Union Federation,
All Pakistan Trade Union Organisation,
Railway Worker's Union of Pakistan,
Bangladesh Garments Workers & Fmploy-
ces Federation, National Workers Federa-
tion of Bangladesh, Public Sector Trade
Union Federation, United Federation of
Labour, 5ri Lanka, and the General Federa-
tion of Nepalese Trade Uniens.

All these organisations will be busy in
the coming three moenths, organising
national conferences for a thorough
discussion on the proposed Charier. The
finai formulation and subseqguent
adoption of the document will come up in
the next consultation o he held i three
months' time.

The resolution adopted in Kathmandu
states that, [or all of South Asia's social ills,
the situation is even more grave for workers
Not more than 10 percent of South Asia's
workers are umionised, and 4 large portion
of the rest are in the informal sector where
they are denied basic lahour rights.

Globalisationand struerural adjustment

programmes are resulting in increased un-
employment and a drastic deterioration m
living and working conditions for labour.
'"The disturbing fact is that the process of
informalisation in the industrial sector is
increasing " said the resolution.

Muchkund Dubey, India's former For-
eign Secretary and who s closely associated
with the formulation of the Lahour Charter,
said that there was a need for "genuine
regional solidarity" among the trade unions
so as w articulate their interests in a coordi-
nated manner. This was because the inter-
natienal economic system was undergoinga
pracess of reorgamisation on the basis of
economic regions, "so much so that
transnational capital is initiating investment
and managerial policies and programmes in
terms of regions.”

Fish

There were other, even more pressing mat-
ters that were raised by the labour represen-
tatives, and activism in terms of fish-work-
ers seemed to indicate the shape of things Lo
come in the labour movement in Seuth Asia.

Muhammad Junard Awan of Pakistan's
Worker's Confederation, Thomas Kocherry
of India's National Fishworker's Forum, and
N. Saranapala De Silva of the United Federa-
tien of Labour (Sri lLanka} had commeoen
questions: Why, for the last two years, were
191 Indian fishermen in Pakistani jails and
21 Pakistani hishermen in Indian jails? Why
did Indian coastguards contimuoeusly harass
Sri Lankan fishermen, and why did
Bangladesh regularly arrest Indian fisher-
men and confiscate their boats?

For the first time, South Asian labour
organisations have jointly demanded the
cancellation of ail the licences given 1o for-
eign industrial {leets 1 Indian deep seas.
This has depleted the fish resources in the
Indian Ocean and caused endless havoe to
the livelihood of fisher folks among South
Asia's coastal communities.

A letter to the Indian Prime Minister
demanded that the Indian Ocean be saved
trom destructive lishing practices. Failure
of the government w act would result in
united actien by South Asian trade unions
against the Indian deep sea fishing policy.
That would be the start ol regional trade
UGS, :

Mukul is with the Navbharat Times, Delhi.
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Surplus of Deticit

THE COMMON STRING that binds all South
Asian economies is the ever-menacing problem
ol hiscal deficit. The region’s finance ministers
always have a dillicult time presenting deficil
budgets, for they can only offer short term cor-
rective action which do not really tackle the
structural correctives that are required

The gap between revenue and expenditure
isever-widening and isa matter of grave concern
for every South Asian country. While inflation
plagues all of them, the high deficit has curbed
the growth ofthe Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
The remedial measure of privatising industries to
generate revenues has only been partially suc-
cesslul, and high government borrowings have
raised regional interest rates 1o one of the highest

in the world

[n a scenaric where pobucal domimance
aver economic issues prevalls and hunger for
power results in populist moves such as provid-
mg subsidhes and sanctiionmg profligate feel-
good schemes, the burden on the state exche-
(uer is immense,

The fiscal deflicit in the region has hovered
around five and six percent, bringmg down the
GDP growth to helow [our percent. India, which
penerates 80 percent of Seuth Asia's GDP, has
been rasing the price of petroleum products
The purpose, which could be considered ridicu-
lous, was to bridge the fiscal delicit gap. How-
ever, the meve 1s wall have a cascading effect on
prices of all commodines. Inflation that has heen

STOCK EXCHANGE INDICATORS 4.
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kept at single digits for the past few years may
tise, leading to the vicious circle ol higher inter-
est rates, lower economic activities, higher defi-
cits resulting in higher borrowing

The way out may be along drawn pelicy on
encouragement of economic activities. Foreign
Direct Investmen! {FDD inflows ininfrastructure
are a necessity coupled with a transparent busi-
ness environment that induces public account-
ability. DI investment in developing countries
15 expanding at 10 percent per year, but the
figure rusts atalow 3 percent lor the South Asian
economies. The challenge is to increase the FDI-
10-CDP ratio in these regions. Unlike other trade
blocs, where intra-regional trade bails out na-
tions with problems, this safety valve is not
available 1 the cconomies of our region, Here,
intra-regional trade s under five percent of the
region’s trade, requiring the econotnics to have
more ol a global vision

Fiscal diseipline can be brought in hy
rationalising expenditure and simplifying rev-
enue collection, administration and proceedures.
The parallel economies created in the countries
of South Asian have helped sustain trade activi-
ties in Dubai or Singapore. The curtailment of
flight of capital aided by plugging of revenue
leakage shall contribute 1o narrowing (he gap.
While reforms are underway in the region, the
speed of integratien shall determine the destiny
of these nations.

—Sujeev Shakya
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Abominably Yours

(Editor's Note: In response to popular
demand, this installment does not
contain any reference to bodily
functions of any kind and has been
rated PG.)

trolting through the park in Jakarta

below a towering obelisk that locals
reverently call Sukarno's Last Erection, |
was suddenly struck by the strong whiffs
of the Subcontinent this far out on the
edge of the Paalfic. The flamboyant
sculpture of a Ramayana charict charging
across a traffic island cn Thamrin Avenue
seemed to belong more to BIP-
ruled Delhi than to the capital of
the world's most-populous
Muslim nation.

Through the din of puttering
Baja] scooter-taxis came the
unmistakable sound of a demon-
straticn being broken up by riot
poiice. The rally in question was
being led by a person named
Meghawati Sukarnc-Putri
{daughter of the clouds and of
Sukarno at the same time, if you
know your Sanskrit). As female
offspring of a former leader
removed in a coup, Meghawati is
Indonesia's answer to Indira,
Benazir, Chandrika and Hasina.

Pecple who think of the
South Asian diaspora as just the
East End of London or the Keralite
suburbs of Dubai are wrong by a couple
of millenmia. It is much older than the
sardarjis of Vancouver or the
Punjabi-Hispanic communities of the
southern United States. It goes further
back than V.S. Naipaul's ancestors in
Trinidad and the Gorakhpuri cane-cutters
in Fiji, or even the out-migration of
Gypsies from Rajasthan.

For whatever reason, maybe floods
or perhaps volcanic activity, early South
Asians ventured out from the Subconti-
nent nearly 1500 years ago. They crept
down (up, if you do not believe that
north is up) through Burma and Siam to
Cambodia. Another group branched off
down the Malay peninsula to set up the
vibrant 5ri Vijaya maritime empire in what
is now Java and Bali.

Here, they still call their money
“rupiah* while we've gone Anglicised
with "rupees”. Their airline is called
"Garuda" from Vishnu's own winged
transport, while the farthest we've gone
is to call ours "Biman",

OH Surabaya is the island of Madura
transplanted straight cut of Krishna's
birthptace, and in Bali they have Muslim
brahmins. Remnants of Sanskrit
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placenames peer from below layers of
Malay and Pcrtuguese. Sulawesi Utara 15
Northern Sulawesi, there are remote
islands oft Fiores with names like
Sankhapura, a smouldering volcano on
Java named Mount Arjuna.

it was while flying back to Scuth Asia
on Garuda via Singapore {named after
lions—>Singhapur—but now an Asian
tiger) and trying to pick out the Sanskrit
words in the Bahasa fiight safety an-
nouncements that | got to thinking about
names and what makes people want to
change them all the time.

/Pm

The 5ri Vijaya Empire at one time
stretched northwards across Borngo to
the Philippines where dictator Ferdinand
Marcos much much later decided it was
preposterous that his archipelago should
be named after an obscure potentate
who lived in Madrid in the 16th century.
Rightly so. So he issued a presidential
decree announcing that the country had
been renamed “Maharlika”, which is
what the 5ri Vijayans called everything
north of Mindanao,

The name would have probably
stuck, had some wicked Hispancphile not
spread the canard that Maharlika in
Sanskrit means "big phallus". 1t does not,
as far as my own rusty Sanskrit goes, but
the dictator quickly cancelled his decree
and reverted to the name King Phiiip
bestowed on his nation. (Much more
likely that the original derived fram
Mahapalika, the big protector, than
Mahalinga.}

Other efforts to rename nations have
similarly come to naught. Kampuchea
springs to mind. Myanmar, as far as |
know, is used only by the country's
national airline and the United Nations
despite a recent SLORC threat that any
magazine using Burma will be banned in

x ’/,r”Uj r_‘ :

Yangon, Watch out, Himal.

Us females understand this curse:
you are happily Indira Nehru, and
suddenly overnight, as it were, you turn
into an indira Gandhe. Indira knew there
were certain political advantages associ-
ated with the name of the Mahatma so
she kept it. The rest of us are not so
lucky and know the trauma of Zeba
Varma turning into a Zeba
Sodabottleopenerwala after popping
the cork and tying the knot. Changing
established names is a very male-centred,
macho, unferninine thing to do. You'll
notice only male politicians and

generals with edifice complexes
who do it

e So | sympathise when my

——-= Bombay friends suddenly find

they have to wade through

traffic at Hutatma Chowk, past
Krantiveer Vasudev Balwant Chowk, to
get to the Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus
so they can get the hell out of Mumbai.
And now, there is a fight between
Sahar {nee Santa Cruz) airport and the
Victoria Terminus about which one
should be named after the great
Maratha Moghui-slayer. Why not
both? While we're at it, rename
Bombay, the film, move on to spirits
{(Mumbai Dry Gin}, then to every
establishment whose names starts with
a 'B' (Mumbai Saree Palace, Mumbai
Dying—aaargh).

QOver in Calcutta, the name-changing
seems to have subsided after the frenzy
of the Cultural Revolution of the 1970s In
which the state government deliperately
renarmed the street where the US
consulate was located into Ho Chi Minh
Sarani. Renaming airports is the favourite
past-time of governments, but they only
seem to be interested in "international”
airports. What's wrong with domestic
airports? Why isn't Palam worthy of its
own national figure to be named after?
What's wrong with Indira Gandhi
Domestic Airport?

In Nepal, they set up @ Committee to
think of new names for Himalayan
mountains. We're lucky they did not
go for deceased but illustrious Nepalis,
of which there is such a scarcity.

{There is also a dire shortage of living
illustrious Nepalis.} Imagine the headlines;
"Indians Conquer Prithvi
Narayan™, "Aussies
Assault Armniko" or
"Bhrikuti Virgin No
More". Even Meghawati
would draw the line at a
volcano being named
after her.
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