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THE PILLOW OF TEARS

My home is in Suspa-Kshamawoti which is in Dolakha
district. I passed Class 12 from my village school. At that time, my
family and I were very happy and on that day all of us celebrated.
Everyone then said to me “You have done well, now keep on doing

well!” and [ replied “I want to do as you have said and never forget
your advice.”

After that [ wanted to go to a bigger place to study and have
many new experiences, but my family didn’t have enough money
for me to do this. Nevertheless, my desire for new experiences only
grew.

After this [ borrowed some money from my neighbourhood
friends who lived around me. When [ begged for money, they gave
me as much as they could. I wanted more than ever to visit new
places, and in my heart I was happier than ever. I gathered all the
money that | had collected together.

- Then I was ready to go to a new place. When the day to
travel came around, I went with my father to Kathmandu. As we
neared Kathmandu, I began to feel very alone. We had arrived in
this unknown place called Kathmandu but we had no fixed address
at which to stay, eat or sleep. So for one night we stayed in a hotel.

The next morning we got up and walked along the roads as
father and son. At that moment we realised that we had lost all of

our money, and we were completely beside ourselves and stunned.
We were unable to cry or laugh.

At that point my father said to me “Well now you won’t
have the chance to study because of all our money is lost. Let’s
return home and you forget about this desire to study!” 1 stayed
very silent, unable to speak.

My father then took me to a hotel run by a Thami friend
from the district of Sindhupalchok, and leaving me there, he went
off to borrow some money from our uncle.

The next day father brought a little money, and having
given it to me, he returned home. While father returned home, I
stayed at that hotel, and I even ate and slept there. As I was falling
asleep | remembered all the suffering of my home and family, of



the efforts that my mother and father had gone to, and finding all

this very painful I wanted to cry. I lay there all night crying, until it
was morning. The pillow on which I lay was wet with tears. To be F ’ : N sreTT 0
honest, | have to say that at that time [ cried like a baby. ¢ TI'|§ EHIhle sloHlel gl
Then it was morning, and I got up. Having gotten up and 2 TS FHT3UTEN TACS] IGEIl mé—r”—g- BT ATETH?
seeing my tear-stained and heavy face, the owner of the hotel said \
“Don’t worry, study well and you will be fine.” So then I found 5 TTE Wgsr =78 TU3ET g ATl W 5
some courage and went to a college a few times to better v ’ E g T
understand. Having enrolled, I went to go and stay with someone c ~
from our village who lived in Balaju, and even though I had 5. ‘T!ﬁ“é'l{IOhIS HeST?
nothing with me, I started studying at the campus. At that point 1
thought to myself the following, “I must be a good person and must Y. TS T e digdlislid el Ol's'lg?
seek out new and different experiences, and then I must teach my
brothers and sisters from my village what | have learned.” I must A . T3 AT ¢|§5-|5- ‘qé’g A1 B 81T dlghl

continue in this manner, and to this day the same thought lies in my

heart. ars S ?

After this I met Nakaman and Nakamaya, and they helped

me find a place to live. They had also helped other people from my W, HEHT TAHTSTs T 51 "Gialkslg d-dls 14
village like me. Still now, it is thanks to them that I have gotten to ETT BT ATl Hqreedr?

where | have. These days I thrive on new and exciting experiences,

to improve myself. 53 =57 FaThrE BT 9 ?

After all this, I think that whatever path my brothers and ' h '
sisters havg chosc;n, they must continue on that road', even when ¢ Tl_a ATERTHT, —n«mmqlomé TETATE S =T T”é
there are difficulties along the way. We must not deviate from the >

path or change our minds, only this way will we succeed. ATS 2T 9l 5’19«?13['?

)

It’s not that I’m great or anything, but even if I am not so
good myself, what I think is that if somebody is suffering or has
had bad luck, others should not look at them and gloat. On account
of our shared humanity we should help and assist others as much as
we can, in the manner that my friend from Sindhupalchok, as well
as Nakaman and Nakamaya have done for me.

1he Format of this Pipal Pustak book. as well as the Pipal
Pustak series, originated with United Mission to Nepal (UMN)
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