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INTRODUCTI ON

T THE AIMS AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE

CAMBRIDGE/LONDON ICELAND EXPEDITION 1970

(An account of the expedition published in The Times, Wednesday,
3rd February, 1971, under the title "Mass Ringing Helps to Map
Haunts of Wading Birds'.)

The tremendous encroachments that Man is making on the natural
habitats of wildlife is at last being recognised., 1970 has been
declared European Conservation Year, and this has stimulated many
operations involving international cooperation aimed at the conserva-
tion of balanced populations of wildlife, One of the most outstanding
changes that has occurred in Western Europe in recent years has been
the loss of vast areas of 'wetland habitats' caused by the expansion
of agriculture, industrial and domestic interests, the creation of

leisure areas, and general environmental pollution, The relative

mildness of the British Isles and their position on the European
seaboard make them the visiting ground of immense flocks of wildfowl
and waders that breed in Greenland, Iceland, Spitzbergen, Siberia and
Northern Europe. In particular, drainage schemes in Ireland, barrage
schemes for many of the British estuaries, including Morecambe Bay,
the Wash and the Solway Firth, and land reclamation in Western
Europe, threaten the feeding grounds of the wintering populations of

wading birds, including the knot, oystercatcher, redshank and dunlin,

The estuaries of Britain, in particular the Wash and Morecambe
Bay, have long been recognised as critically important wintering
areas for waders. However, a comprehensive study by the Wash Wader
Ringing Group has emphasised that these areas are important for, and
absolutely essential to, birds that migrate further south to wintering
areas in North and West Africa. The Wash Wader Ringing Group, -
established in 1959, has developed sophisticated catching equipment
that has enabled about 60,000 birds to be ringed on the Wash to date.
Subsequent recoveries of ringed birds has enabled a picture of the
migration routes of many species to be built up, and allowed identi-
fication of their wintering and breeding grounds. However, for some
species, such as the knot, the picture is not clear. Populations
of birds of the same species breeding in different areas often differ
slightly in size, By measuring, for instance, the wing length of
trapped birds, it may be possible to discover whether birds from
two different breeding grounds are using a common wintering area., In
the case of the knot, two such groups occur on the Wash in winter, and
it is suspected that these may originate from Greenland and Siberia.
Although 15,000 knot have been ringed by the Wash Wader Ringing Group,
it has still not been possible to decide the origin of either of the
two populations because of the very low recovery of ringed birds in




their sparseiy populated breeding grounds. To resolve this problem
it was necessary to catch a sample of knot known to come from one

of the breeding grounds; it was not possible, however, to do this by
going to the breeding grounds, since the birds would be too widely
dispersed to allow an adequate number to be caught, A different
tactic was therefore adopted: large flocks of knot are observed
migrating through Iceland in the spring, and owing to the geographical
position of the country it is possible to identify these birds as
belonging to the population that breeds in Greenland, - On the advice
of Dr. Finnur Gudmundsson of the Icelandic Museum of Natural History,
it was conscidered feasible to organise an expedition to visit Iceland
to catch this species,

The personnel of the expedition came from the UniQérsities of
Cambridge, London and East Anglia, the necessary equipment was
supplied by the Wash Wader Ringing Group, and the project received
financial support from the University of London, the Merchant Taylors'
Company and the NATO Scientific Research Programme.

The expedition took place in two phases. The first, in May,
was present during the spring migration of the birds northwards towards
their breeding grounds, and the second, in July and August, during
the return migration, ; i

In May, despite adverse weather conditions, the first party
was successful in catching 885 knot, and the second party, in addition
to catching a further 204 knot, ringed valuable samples of redshank,
dunlin and oysitercatchers., The success of the expeditions lay in
the fact that 52 of the knot were already carrying rings, including
45 British, 1 French and 1 German ring. These recoveries emphasised
the importance of the Wash and Morecambe Bay to the Greenland knct
population. ‘The measurements of the birds caught in Iceland were in
agreement with those caught on the Wash in early autumn, and on
Morecambe Bay later in the winter. These data suggested that the
Greenland population is found moulting on the Wash in early autumn,
and around November moves to Morecambe Bay, where it spends the

winter.

None of the birds caught while migrating north through Iceland
to Greenland to breed were less than two years old, indicating that
the birds do not breed or migrate to the breeding grounds during
their first year. 1In this connection, it is interesting to note that
juvenile birds ringed on the Wash have been recovered during their
first winter in West Africa, whilst no adults appear to go this far
south., One juvenile ringed on the Wash in September was recovered
in Senegal only five days later, showing the speed at which this
species can cover great distances.

The successful conclusion of this year's expedition has raised
hope that the expedition to Morocco planned for next summer by the
University of East Anglia will lead to a more complete picture of
the migration pattern of these birds,

The population of waders on the Wash in early autumn may approach
100,000 and they naturally require a substantial supply of food. The
Wash is the only area on the east coast of Britain capable of
supporting such a population, and thus the apparent abandonment of the




‘scheme to barrage the entire Wash is welcomed by many conservationists.
Destfuction of the wetland habitats in Britain could have disastrous

consequences’ for wader populations, not only in Brltaln, but in the

entire northern hemisphere,

-
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ITINERARY

Phase I, May 1970 (R.I.G.M.)

The evening of the 6th May saw the supplies finally crated in
Cambridge} and that night they were taken to Leith by Peter, Les and
Gwyn, who returned the next day, thus somevwhat inadvertently setting
a pace of travelling which lasted throughout the expedition, Guy and
Les watched the supplies go on board the m/s Gullfoss on the morning
of 11th May, and later in the day the party flew from Glasgow airport
to Iceland. In Reykjavik we were very kindly given accomodation at the
headguarters of the Reykjavik Youth Council, and this provided us with
an ideal base from which to organise our activities, ~

The 12th May was spent in making ornithological contacts and
arranging customs clearance for our equipment, all of which took a
considerable time, and it was evening before we were able to pick up
the Land Rover which we had arranged to hire, We were pleased to find
that it was a new Land Rover, fresh from the factory, and with the
worried exhortation of the agent to look after the new vehicle, we left
Reykjavik to visit the wolcanic eruptions that had begun on 5th May
on Hekla,

We had heard rumours that the roads to the south of the wolcano
were impassable, that the farmers were out barring the way with shotguns
and that disease was spreading amongst the sheep., Approach from the
north therefore seemed the more attractive proposition, and passing
through Thjorsardalur we had fine views of black tailed godwits and
grey—lag-oeese,—Soon-our-attention was gripped by a small tongue of
flame on the flank of the mountains ahead, and as we neared the unewly
constructed power station on the river, we found that the ground was
completely covered by a layer of volcanic ash from six to nine inches
in depth, It was dark when we crossed the raging glacial river at the
new dam, and we wondered abait the sanity of our driving blithely
towards an active volcano which we could now see rather more clearly
aﬁead, lighting up the sky with a spectacular red glow, The track soon
disintegrated into a series of deep muddy ruts, and we were forced to
wait for the light to improve before we could continue, We climbed to
a nearby ridge, and as we watched the red glow fade in the increasing
daylight, we had fine views across to the vent. On the mountainside
behind it the snow line had risen by several hundred feet where the

‘heat from the volcanic activity had caused the snow to melt; below us

lay a circular lake, half covered with ice which was filthy from the
ashfall,

We continued at dawn, leaving the track and heading across country
towards the vent, skirting around the long tongues of lave which had
flowed down the mountain, and from which smoke was still streaming,
Eventually our path was barred by a lava flow twenty feet high and we
got out to explore the grea. The crater was now less than a mile away
and we could see the lava being thrown to heights of several hundred
feet in the air; the noise of the explosios was now very loud. The
lava was mostly cool to the touch, but there were many hot spots’ which
were still smoking and giving off a most unpleasant sulphurous smell.

. The going over the lava was most tricky as it was like climbing across

loosely packed, razor-sharp pieces of clinker, On much of the ground

that had not been covered by the flows we found little craters where
pieces of lava had landed during an earlier, more violent phase of the




‘gometimes there would be a little pile of rubble where it had shattered
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eruption, Scmetimes the piece would be nearby, where it had bounced, ‘

on hitting the ground, The lava itself was surprisingly light, owing
to its high porosity,

After a rather long scramble over the treacherous ground, we found |
the lava flow itself, - nuge slabs toppled over one another as the lava
oozed slowly over the hillside, making an eerie creaking noise as the
partially cooled surface ground and scraped over itself, Underneath
we could see the red hot magm moving slowly along at a speed of about ‘
eight feet per minute,, giving off a trewmendous :eat which prevented
us getting any closer, a thing which we were not, in any case,
particularly anxicus to do, Through the chimmering heat haze we had
magnificent views of the crater itself, feeding the river of lava just
in front of us. Occasionally there would be a particularly locud bang,
and we woild look up anxiously to see a large pall of smoke rising
menacingly near the active crater and a shower of rocks falling to the
ground: it appeared that another vent wags probably warming up. '

Although it was a fascinating experience watching what appeared to
be solid ground creeping over the mountainside, the nose from the crater,
which was now less than half a mile directly uphill from where we stood,
suggested that it would not be particularly prudent to prolong ouir stay
too long, and so, having expended a suitable quantity of film, and as
we could progress no further, we set off on the arducus journey back to
the Land Rover.

At the vehicle, we paused for a scmewhai belated breakfast, and
cleaned up our various scrapes from the lava, It was now mid morning
and the sun was shining brightly. Around us the treeless brown, black
and occasional green of the desert stretched away to the frozen interior;

rising above the wgsteland floor, and towering above the raging vent

was the main massif of Hekla itself, gleaming majestically white
whenever the cloud which hung to its peak dispersed for a while., Though
we had been up all night we were much too stimulated by our surrcindings
to feel very tired,

0

After a very rough journey back down the mountain, tiredness did
catch up with us on the return journey to Reykjavik, which we made via
Thingvellir, At Ulfjotsvatn we enjoyed views of Breat Northern Divers.,

After a welcome night's rest, we spent the 14th May in the
complicated business of completing customs arrangements, talking our
way out of a parking fine and sorting out our equipment and supplies
vhich had arrived on the Gullfoss that morning, After dinner' we were
on the road again, the Land Rover visibly sagging under the weight of
its load, to search for waders in the western fjords, As we passed a
lagoon area at Hvaleyri in Hvalfjordur we saw a large flock of knot
feeding on a mussel bed, We quickly checked at the local farm whether
we could operate on the lagoon area, and soon had the Land Rover bogged
down in the soft ground beside the track leading from the main road,

We established our camp at the head of some smll cliffs to the west of
and commanding a fine view of the lagoon areagq

In the morning Peter made a thorough recce of the area and the
Land Rover was extricated from the bog, In the afternoon we could see
the knot roosting on the sand in the lagoon area, and vhile Pete and Les
set the nets on the mussel bed, Gwyn and Guy went to Kefilavik to pick
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“up Angela vho had flown out from EFhgland that day. After a meal that

evening, a check &t the firing position revealed a large flock of
knot feeding'on the mussel bed, and we quickly redeployed to fire the
nets, In the dim light we saw a huge flock of birds rise from the
mussel beds as the cannons fired, but many were in the net and the
result was. a catch of 885 knot of which we were able to process 148,
including all 37 controls, At about six o'clock in the morning, a
vast number of knot began arriving in the fjord, probably having just
made the flight from Britain, There were so many (we estimated 14,000)
that it was possible to hear the whirring of their wings, and many
landed and began feeding on the lagoon not far from the nets., By the
time we had completed the last processing and packed away the nets it
was after noon, and not even a violent storm could wrest us from
sleep during the next twenty hours,

Subsequent recconaissance of the fjord indicated that Eyri was
the most important area to the knot, and this is where we spent until
20th May attempting further catches on each high tide., After our last
attempt to catch on 19th May, we retired to Reykjavik to reorganise
our equipment, and the next day set out for Akureyri by the main coast
road, It was a long and uncomfortable journcy, the passengers in the
back literally being bounced between seat and ceiling on occasions.

As we drove across the moors between Stadur and Blonduos we had a
spectacular view of two skuas hunting a snipe., The skuas wheeled over
the snipe, and as it swept over the road only about 70 yards in front
of us, one of the skuas struck it hard onto the ground. We jumped out
of the vehicle and chased the skuas off, but the snipe was very badly
injured internally, and we had to kill it. As we left, we saw its
mate fly up, searching for its partner,

After spending the night in a smz1l hut high in the snow-bound

pass at the head of Oxnadalur, we drove into Akureyri on 21st May. Here

we learned that the roads to Myvatn were nearly impassable, but we
set out the same afternoon, ready to put our Land Rover to the test.
Our first attempt at the jawrney ended after we had spent most of the
afternoon digging it out of the mud on one of the two roads leading out
of the fjord.

We returned to Akureyri and decided to attempt to catch the waders
which we had observed flying around over the mud between the southern
end of the town and the airstrip at the head of the fjord. The tide

was at abat 2 a.m., but we had no luck in trying to twinkle small flocks

of purple sandpipers and dunlin towards the nets on the shoreline,

The tide slowly receded, and by 4 a.m. we had moved the nets out onto
the mudflats which now extended almost across the entire width of the
fjord, It pecame rather misty and began to snow, and it was with some
amusement that we watched a police van appear on the scene and slowly
approach the Land Rover in which Angela had remained. There followed
a rather abortive attempt to establish a common language, and after
retiring to confer with his companions, one policema? returned to the
Land Rover to enquire whether we were all English, This having been
established, all seemed to have been satisfactorily explained, and the
van drove off,

The next day, the 22nd Mey we resumed cur journey te Myvatn, and
this time succeeded in making the ascent out of the fjord, though the
track was more often like a sea of mud than a road. At Godafoss we
saw our firgt harlequin, not far from the falls, bobbing on the
turbulent glacial river, he road became bad again, and we had to
contend with snow, mud and collapsed culverts before ecventually
reaching Myvatn@ A stop for a splendid view of a varty o

Swans on a frozen lake was the only brief rest from the constant

Yhooper
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jolting. The 120 kilometre journey took about seven hairs.

On 23rd 'May we visited the hot springs at Namaskard, and then
split up to climb the volcanic explosion crater Hverfiall and to
investigate the bird life on the lake; the latter included a flock of
about 1500 red-necked plialaropes and numerous waterfowl, A well
shaken bottle of champagne was then opened to celebrate our furthest
point from Reykjavilk, and we set off back to Akureyri on the new
road which had been built to serve the kieselguhr factory near the
lake; the return.jcurney took only three hours.

The tide conditions on the 24th May turned out to be rather
unsuitable for attempling a catch, and a series of recces failed to
establish where the waders were roosting. We decided therefore to
return south, and arrived in Reykjavik early the next morning after
a somewhat exbausting twelve hour journey through the night., The
next few days were spent in winding up our business, and Peter, Les
and Gwyn left for England by air on 27th May, Angela and Guy spent
a few more days in Iceland, visiting tha Rangavellir area in southern |
Iceland and returning to the erupticns at Hekla: these were still
very active and it seemed that much of the area we had previaisly
visited was now under lava, Despite a general strike threatening
the intermational air flights, all members of the expedition were
back in Britain by 3rd June.

Phagse II, July/August 1970 (M.W.P., K.R.A,)

The five members of the expedition second phase flew to Keflavik
on Icelandair's night flight, arriving at Reykjavik at 4.30 a.m. on
Tuesday 2ist July, a small amount of additional equipment having
been shipped to Reykjavik from Felixstowe on the M.V, "Reykjafoss",
Tuesday was spent finding the equipment left by the first party,
establishing ourselves at the Youth Council Headquarters, which
kindly provided us with accommodation while we were in Reykjavik, and
meeting our Icelandic contacts, However, our attempts to hire a
vehicle proved even more difficult than anticipated, as, unfortunately,
earlier uncertainties in our finances had prevented the booking of
a Land-Rover in advance., For the next three days the lack of a
vehicle kept us in Reykjavik but our impatience was moderated by the
co-operation we received from the Icelanders with whom we had to deal,
and by continual sunshine and exceptionally hot weather, making bird
watching by the city's lake or harbour a very pleasant occupation.

On Friday 24th our spirits were raised when John found a flock of at
least 300 Knot off Reykjavik Harbour, and by the news that we could
hire a Land-Rover the following day for the whole of our stay, For
help in obtaining this we are greatly indebted to the staff of the
British Embassy in Reykjavik,

By the afternoon of the 25th we were camped above Eyri in Hvalfjordur
where the first party had made their catch, but although 200-300
waders of various species were present, the neap tide was insufficient
to cause them to flock., It also seemed likely that birds were not
being pushed off other feeding areas in the fjord., With only four
hours twilight (in which it was quite possible to read or write) and
no darkness, mist-netting was impractical. We decided to move towards
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the/North, taking the opportunity of bird watching on the way, and
to return along the coast looking for suitable sites, aiming to
return to Hvalfjordur, which we anticipated would be the most
rewarding area, by the spring tides a week later.

On 26th we drove eastwards leaving a cloud of dust over the
sun-baked road (and in the back of the vehicle) to visit Thingvellir,
the site of the ancient parliament, As we drove on over the hot lava
plain, we had our first mishap as the top water hose burst, A
rather gentle 130 kilometre detour through Sunday traffic followed
before we found a suitable substitute hose and effected a repair,

Camp was eventually pitched 6 km., from, and within sight of the hot
springs at Geysir, and Peter's birthday was celebrated with an excellent
meal of tinned steak and kidney pudding, baked beans and instant potato.,

In the morning, after visiting the hot
northwards and beyond the magnificent sight
the road soon degenerated into a very rough track with occasional
deep fords. The desolate lava plain across which we drove was bounded
by mountain ranges 10 to 30 km, away, and beyond them the icecaps of
Langjokull to the west, and Hofsjokull to the east. We refuelled at
the weather station at Hveravellir after about 100 km. without a
sight of any habitation at all and started across the next 80 km,
before reaching that valley of Blondudalur. Shortly after leaving
the weather station our brakes failed completely as the fluid burst
out of a front brake pipe, 'he remainder of the journey across the lava
plain and the descent into the valley proceeded very gingerly before

springs, we cont inued
of the waterfall Gullfoss,

we camped beside the main Reykjavik-Akureyri road
We did, however, manage to stop in order to catch
bird, a pullus Redshank in Blondudalur.

With a very temporary rvepair improvised with
local telegraph operator we travelled the 100 km,
second largest town, where we obtained and fitted
the lake famous for its large numbers of breeding

near the Jjunction.
the 7

and ring our first

the help of the

to Akureyri, Iceland's
a new pipe, Myvatn,
wildfowl, was

b

reached late on the 28th, Harlequin and Barrow's Goldeneye having

been seen at the classic site on the rapids of the River Laxa en route,
After catching and ringing pulli Golden Plovers, camp was pitched
near the shore of the lake. The next day was spent travelling slowly
around Myvatn before returning westward, stopping on the way to ring

2 Rednecked Phalarope pulli in Adadalur,

o
(o)

At Gaseyri, a spit north of Akureyri, seen from across the
fjord when we left Akureyri the previous day, 200 Dunlin and smaller

numbers cof other waders were present,

While driving to talk to the

farmer, two of thé team contemplated what would

next go wrong with
With

the vehicle but both were proved wrong when the dynamo fell off,
permission obtained we set our nets and retired to bed. The morning
tide was considerably lower than expected but a flock of 150 Dunlin

soon landed and started feeding well ahove the water and a party of
them very obligingly walked straight in front of one of the nets,
The catch of 47 was ringed and fully processed, Four hours work
on the part of two of the tea a mechanic in Akureyri repaired

the Land-Rover and tide than expected had foiled an
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with photographs of Grimsey, the island on the Arctic Circle,
Travelling westwards along the North Coast, through magnificent
scenery, we obtained excellent views of a Gyr Falcon and a family
party of Slavonian Grebes at Hegranes, and Iceland Gulls on the
refuse heap at Saudarkrokur,

The pink sky of the previous night belied the downpour of the
morning of the lst August when we drove round the headland of Skagaheidi,
the direct road to Blonduos having been washed away., Snow Buntings
were abundant around the northern tip of the peninsula and a family
party of Ptarmigan was very obliging to the photographers. Our
detour took us 3 km. north of the previous day's point, and, lacking
champagne, we celebrated with Kendal mint-cake, After a break the
downpour continued, turning the main road to mud with an interesting
skid-pan effect., After a long drive passing numerous road accidents,
we arrived back at Hvaleyri in the evening,

The early morning reconnaissance on 2nd succeeded in bogging
the Land-Rover to its axles at 5 a.m. and, the snow chains and jack
being in a state of disrepair, the vehicle was Ffinally freed at 10 a.m,
The recce was very disappointing in other respects, with very few
waders about., The evening tide produced 200 Redshank and 60 Knot but
Mike established that the site was rather impracticable as the fjord
water reached 2 further up his lege than did his waders in his
attempts to reach the islet, Meanwhile, Peter and Keith found 150
Oystercatchers at the head of the fjord and flocks of 100 Oystercatchers,
300 Knot, and 70 Turnstone at Brekka, the latter 2 species moving to a
rocky island in the fjord to roost at the height of the tide, Camp was
moved to Brekka the next day and nets set (1) for the evening tide,
but after the Knot landed in the wrong place (2), the tide dropped too
rapidly for a catch of Oystercatchers or Turnstone to be substituted.
One of the nets was moved to alternative site (2) but on the morning
of the 5th no flocks of birds appeared, A visit was made to
Reykjavik to collect stores and mail before attempting another catch.
Iin the evening the Knot flew across the fjord from the roost without
landing and again an Oystercatcher catch was prevented by the running
out of the tide. The nets were moved a few hundred yards (3) for an
attempt on Oystercatchers and a recce around the fjord failed to reveal
the Knot.

On the morning of the 5th we were again fooled by the tide which

g8
was much lower than expected, but our luck turned as Peter was able

to see the Knot flock leave the islet roost and land at Hvammur across
ter a quick breakfast we joined the Knot which were

and of Hvammshofdi

s

the fjord. A
feeding on the seaweed between the
and the mainland. Unfortunately viewing difficulties prevented our
setting on the site (4) seen by Peter from across the fjord and we
is] 1) and hope that John on the

1CTOSS his failed on the
o [

had to make do with a site on fthe island

mainland would be able
evening e as the
tide dropped we moved our nets

tide st in our site. As the
5)

ns round a small pool (2)

on the island where we had seen 60 Redshank while waiting for the

Knot. Howen the morning the wind the advantage
of shelter afforded by the island pool an not

return in numbers. We moved the net acro (3) as

near a ng ations ed to (4) but

co~-opera’
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The situation called for unusual methods and on the 2nd we

moved the second net across to t

he site of our original choice (4)

and installed Mike and the firing box under net covering material

7 yds. behind this net, from whe
the catching area, The net set

re there was an excellent view of
round the corner (3) could nct be

seen from the firing position and the other members of the team were
a little frustrated to see 30 Knot land in the catching area.

However a catch of 31 Oystercatc

hers including one British control

was made, end a similar arrangement the following morning resulted

in 13 Dunlin and a Purple Sandpi

per. Attempts on the evening of the

8th and the morning of the Sth met with no success, but mist-netting

in a nearby bay on the night of

On the 10th we broke ca
nets back to England where it was
visit also afforded the opportun
Brathay Expedition who had been
the country and who were now ret
west to the light-house of Gardsl

1

earlier H, Williamson had caught

1A
1

the 9th-10th caught 13 birds.

to return to Reykjavik to fly cne of our
s required, and to collect mail, The
ity of a chat with members of the
ringing Great Skuas in the SQE. of
urning to Britain, We conti
tagi on Midnes where some years
waders with beach-traps, but

o
o
@

site was not suitable for cannon-netting although, if we had had more
time at our disposal, single panel mist-~netting would probably have

had rewards. On the 11th we ret
and mist-netted during the night.
net on the seaweed on the shore

urned to Hvammur on the mainland,
Early on the 12th we set a cannon-
of Hvammshofdi (5). Keith wolked over

to the mainland site to move the Knot flock which flew around for a

short time and then landed beaut
fully processed Knot later, we d
to give mist-neiting a miss that

The 13th was largely a day
return voyage and after a nigh

crates to Reykjavik and desgpatche
"Reykjafoss', After another night at
cold day with snow on the mountai
back into Reykjavik where we sharx

from Isafjordur in N, Iceland

return Alan and Peter entertained
days of our stay were slightly more res

weeks as we cleared our business

ifully in the catching area, 204

ecided that perhaps we could afford

ni ght,

of preparing equipment for the

s mist-netting, a party took the
Fel

we on the M.V,
rose to a bitterly
Jord and we moved

red accommodation with a football team
The tea de us very welcome and in

C

he piano, The remaining two
than the preceeding three
and again looked around Reykjavik.

Q-1

We landed at Glasgow in the early hours of the 18th, and by the 19th
were either recovering or else had joined our colleagues catching

vaders on the Wash.

(Numbers in the text refer to ne

tting sites, see pages 22-24),
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The follewing list of birds seen on the expedition is based on
detailed records kept by P.I.S. and P.J.K, for Phase I and Phase II,
(a) and (b), respectively,

Great Northern Diver (Gavia immer)

(a) 5 Thorsardalur, 12th May; 1 Ulfjotsvatn, 13th May; 1 about
100 yards from shore at Eyri, 17th May; 2 on small lake inland from
Eyri, 18th May,
(b) Sini i
at Myvatn, /QLh July,

~

rnes) 26th July and

T 1 e birds off Gaseyri (Eyjafjordux)
2S8th and 3dst July Single birds August at Keldvik (Skagaheidi)
and Kroksbjorg (Skagest road), At Hvammur (Hvalfjordur) two on

6th August and one on.léﬁh Auvgust,

Also seen
Krckssel ({

(a) 2 at Eyri, '
(b) A 1 with 3 youlg and another adult bird -

(Saudarkroku

9]
0]
D
=

n at Hegranesg

: ! s +1

(a) Wide distribution with pairs common on West and North coasts
3 =

e st Eyri,

about 18
August,
il on August 16th,

s
jordur) on

flying ocut to sea p
of abo
OnTy aie blue phase
4th August.

(a) a storm on 16th May.,
2y
(b) 11th August were
nostly adult
(Plautus alle)
at Byri on 17th 5
>s) on 11 o
hynch os)
Icelan th con ce 1nd Revidiavil

and small sea passage of 180




(b) About 500 with at least 10 downy young on Reykjavik Lake
on 23rd July, sbout 60 at Myvain on 29th July; otherwise very few seen,

Teal (Anas crecca)

(a) Considerable numbers (parties of up to 28) seen inland on
the smaller rivers but most dense in Oxnadalur Valley where about 100
on half a mile of river,

(b) Single birds seen at Olafsfjordarvatn on 31st July and

Hegranes on same date,

'Gadwail (Anas streptera)

(a) Numerous at Vogar, Myvatn on 23rd May, presumed breeding,
(b) 30+ at Myvatn on 29th July,

Wigeon (Anas penelope)

(a) 20+ on Reylkjavik Lake on 12th May; 15 in Oxnadalur on 21st
May, and 2 on Myvatn on 23rd May,

(b) About 15 were at Reykjavik Lake for the whole of our stay.
At Myvatn about 150 were seen on 29th July and about up to six were
present at Hvammshofdi 5th-7th August,

(Anas acuta)

(a) 4 at Myvatn, 23rd May.

(b} One or two on Reykjavik Lake throughout ocur stay. One seen
at Myvatn cn 29th July de 7 at Gaseyri (Eyjafjordur) on 30th July were
the only other birds seen.

Sh(ms‘.? er

(a) 2 on Reykjavik Lake on 12th May ,
(b) 1 on Reykjavik Lake on 17th August,

Scavp (Aythya marila)

(a) Very large numbers on Myvatn on 23rd

(b) On Reykjavik Lake up to about 80 with about yoing on
22nd July., 3500 estimated at Myvatn on 29th July fjo rdarvatn
on 3lst JUlv and 1 pair with 6 young at Keldvik ( on

st A.UGH st °

Tufted Du

ed Du (Aythya fuligula)
(a) Numer

*rous on Reykjavik Lake, 20+ 12th May , large numbers at
Myvatn 23rd Ms

ay, presumed b ding,

ree
Reylkjavik Lake in July and about 700 at

(b) Up to about 40 on
I
Myvatn on 29th July,

(2)

(b) At least 2 individuals on Reykjavik Lake
of bhoth species,

=
W
L}
0
0

n 23rd May,
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Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica)

(a) 6 on Reykjavik Lake on 12th May, 170 at Vogar on 23vd May,
breeding.

(b) 1 male on Reykjavik Lake in July and about 200 present on
River Laxa at Arnavatn (Myvatn) on 28th and 29th July.

&png—taé}gd Duck (Clangula hyemalis)

(a) Many breeding pairs on Myvatn on Z3rd May, 20+ breeding on
tip of airvstrip at AkureyT on 22nd May - one nest with eggs.,

(b) 4 at Mosvatn (Myvatn) on 28th July; 11 at Myvatn on 29th July
and families totalling 10 adults and 9 young at Vegtmannsvatn

i
1

(Fljotsheidi) on 29th July. 11 at Hvammsvik (Skagaheidi) on 1st August,

~

Harlequin (Histrionicug histrionicuk)

(a) 22 on River Laxa on 22nd May. Widely distributed on Myvatn
but low density on 22nd May;. 2 near Godafoss. 4. on Maxrl
(b) 6 on River Laxa at Arnarvatn (Myvatin) on 28th July.

high tide roosts of

present in
were seen on
Grunnafj ordur
fjordur on the
same dayo One bird at Hvammur was uuu;uallv p“la with fawn wings and

4.

whitish tail,

shelter 1 €
Reykjavik Lake, The largest ;
(Akranes) on 2nd August and sn estimted

Red-breasted Merga

-

(a) 6 pairs at Vogar on 23rd May,

(b)Y 7 with 5 young at Myvatn on 29th July, one female at
Hepsvatn (Fljotavik) on 31lst July, 1 at Bjorg (Skagaheidi) on
lst August, 1 at Medalfellsvatn (Kjalarnes) on 9th August,

Gooﬁﬁ

(b) 1 on small pond at Reykjavik Leke on 23rd July, probably
captive,

e.g. Thjorsardalur, and at

least 8 pairs nesting

(b) One or two orn
300 at Gaseyri 29th~-3
decre rcd to aboﬂt 20

throughout our stay, about
100 at Hvaleyri on 25th July
y but about 50 were still
nes on 14th August,

ci, 17th May; 160 near Myva

young

SEEI,

fljot, 30th May.
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Gyr Falcon (Falco rusticolus)

(b) Single birds at Gaseyri on 29th July er
on 31st July. Two, one of which was probably a
Hvaleyri on 9th August,

Merlin (Falco columbarius)

(b) A male was seen near Gaseyri on 27th July and another, probably

a juvenile, caught a mecadow pipit near Ljosavatn (Akureyri) on
29th July; single birds were seen on several dates in August at Hvammur,

(Lagopus mutus)

a) Small numbkers at Vadlaheidi on 22nd May and 4 at Godafoss on
22nd May .,

(b) 1 at Geysir on 27th July; a female with 10 Juvcnllb; at Keta
(Skagaheidi) on 1st August, and 6 at Keldvik (Skagaheidi) on 1st August,-

(Haenatopus ostralegus)

(a) 14 breeding pairs on flats at Hvaleyri, but up to 250 birds
roosting in the lagoon at high tide., Very widespread and observed feeding
in fields inland at Keflavik and in small flocks on West coast,

Bbreeding near (Flotshlid), pairs chasing skuas from nests,

200

about -
notably

coast,

(b) 1 numbe sites all around the coast and
inland at about 90 at Hvaleyri

¢javik
t

L.‘.OH\JU Q8,

eding and pulli
reral flocks
s fed on

to feed on

the

on
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Gyr Falcon (Falco rusticolus)

2 4.

(b) ;nuglo birds at Gaseyri on 28th July end Hagranes (Saudarkrol
on 31st July., Two, one of which was probably a juvenile were seen at

Hvaleyri on 9th August,.

Merlin (Falco columbarius)

(b) A male was seen near Gaseyri on 27th July and another, probably
a juvenile, caught a mecadow pipit near Ljosavatn (Akureyri) on
i

29th July; single birds were seen on several dates in August at Hvammur,

(Lagopus mutus)

(a) Small numbers at Vadlaheidi on 22nd May and 4 at Godafoss on
A

~

10 juveniles at Keta
L,g heidi) on 1st August.

(b) 1 at Geysir on 27th July; a f
(Skagaheidi) on 1st August, and 6 at Ke

@]

U2

dv1k U

(Haenatopus ostralegus)

k]

(a) 14 breeding pairs on flats at Hvaleyri, but up to 250 biras
roosting in the lagoon at high tide. Very widespread and o}

in fields inl at \ small flocks on West

Breeding nearx
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m
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P
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@
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30th May,
of about 200

in Hvalf jos:
Brekka

s, notably

U

coast,

Hvaleyri

and North -8 and
in Oxnadalur, 21st May, 1

3 1
up to 130,  These flocks fed
ng down to t




(Gallinago gallinago)

(a) Large numbers seen at all localit
at once in the Thjorsarda
k phase arct 'Lc S]all"f; were
out of the air; {
severe injU.-"iec,,
(b) Widely d
most campsites,
in August,

to 30 "in the

[t

Sieh lD e was

encountered
ralf jordur)

L_.

ne (Lvm“ ocrypt

(b) 1 flushed at My

o
ot

n
v
18 }_"m’r)} ur)
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Purple Sandpiper (Calidris maritima)

(a) Present in all mixed wader flocks seen often with dunlin and
redshank, Up to 200 at Botnsvogur (Iv ralf jordur) on 17th M
-

7, and 70

u 1 nest at Myvatn on 23rd May,
(b) 7 were seen at Orferisey, Reykjavik, on 24th July, aud about
16th August., At Hvemmshofdi 1 was seen on S5th and 6th August

kA
=]

4-,

nd 4 on the 8th August,

ved at Hvaleyri on 14th May and later a flock of
just up the fjord from

lfjordur) on 17th May
d inland dL

the mud
Akureyri

] July
apidly to

at Hvaleyri

Hvammgho £di.,
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(a) Very numerocus in all coastal
a
g

Reyk

avik harbour on 12th May and 1
(b) The most widely distribute
numbers were about 150 at Hvaleyri, ab

Gull (Larus marinus

rge

areas: flocks

out

and about 30 at Saudarkrokur rubbish tip.

appear

along

1Ee

Hrﬁm: ing CuA (Larus argentatus)

(a) Several in
but no othe
adults
3 young noted on cliff toj

4 4
vere at Saudarkrokur rubbish

.
rus canus)

(s) 2

rokur yubb

Common around
in all fjoxrd

(e

and

on 12t

nuin

30th July.
Aedarsker
on the sam

YD

o
o

berg in Hv
d gull, recorded every day
50 at Gaseyri

of over &

valdf jordu

harbour, but th
ly common in th

fcelsnd, but no

r

9

(Byjafjordt

2 at Hvaleyri on

On 3ist
(Oiafsfjo

a1r, but

in Hvalfj

number

is gull

e South
t seen

July two
rdur) and
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i

pe]

in
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Avctic Tern (Sterna parvadisea)

(a) Large numbers observed all around coast, but detailed records

were not kept. Roosts of 450 at Hvaleyri on 15th May and 230 at nxureyri

by the airstrip on 21ist May,

(b} Widely distributed with numbers arcund 100 birds in se
localities., Reykjavik Lake 170; Akuz ; Gaseyri (Eyjafjordur)
(Skagaheidi) and ikrokur (Akranes), 200, Numbers in most
decreased rapidly around 6th August, but 300+ flew east at Gardskagi
(Midnes) omn 1ith August.,

oo

fay and odd birds recorded
T

12 were at Hvaleyri in July, gbout 5 with
4th August, and up to 10+ were around

One was at Fljotavik (Skagafjordur) on
I1st August at Mulaey (Skagaheidi).

= ¥

3lst July and 3 were

(Fratercu

¥ .o

fjordur on 17th May,

b) About from a distance at a colony on
Akurey (R@ijGJL3> on “9 and a colony on G i (H/Jleo dur)
which was estimated rocughly at 1500 birds on 4+th b

3 in Hva

(a) Very £

seen flying up and down the
i hour' watch 583

holdlnq territory when we arrived

Iy jafjordur) on 2lst May; nest
nesting on

but no more than 10 were seen af

concen

Hvaleyri on

e

th most
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