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How the Elsevier Big Deal 
sparked a rampage at Cambridge

Big Deal = buy many journals 
bundled together for one price
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The players

~£40 million/yr 
to Elsevier

1/26/17, 15:08Elsevier Home

Page 1 of 5https://www.elsevier.com/

Can structured search technology uncover a
path to serendipitous discovery?

Learn more  (https://www.elsevier.com/connect/how-smart-data-can-lead-to-

serendipitous-discovery?utm_source=HP&utm_campaign=HP-!ner&utm_medium=HP-

Uncovered)

Empowering

Elsevier is a world-leading provider of information solutions that
help you make better decisions, deliver better care, and sometimes
make groundbreaking discoveries in science, health, and technology.

▻ Find an article  (http://www.sciencedirect.com)

▻ Submit your paper (https://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/submit-your-
paper)

▻ About Elsevier (https://www.elsevier.com/about)

UNCOVERED (HTTPS://WWW.ELSEVIER.COM/CONNECT/HOW-
SMART-DATA-CAN-LEAD-TO-SERENDIPITOUS-DISCOVERY?UTM_-
SOURCE=HP&UTM_CAMPAIGN=HP-BANNER&UTM_MEDI-
UM=HP-UNCOVERED)
Knowledge™

MENUSEARCH
(/)

CART

1) No cost increase 
2) Offset APCs
3) No confidentiality
4) 3yr contract, not 5
5) Pricing not based on  

‘historic spend’

Gowers 2016 https://gowers.wordpress.com/2016/11/29/time-for-elsexit/

160 UK 
universities
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Which publishers are cut? 
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(100% OA journals) + (at ethical 
publishers) align with science values

7/21/16, 14:31Animal Behavior and Cognition

Page 1 of 4http://animalbehaviorandcognition.org/index.html

HOME / EDITORIAL BOARD / ARTICLES / AUTHOR GUIDELINES

Advancing the comparative
study of behavior

We are deeply saddened to announce the passing of our
dear friend and colleague, Stan Kuczaj, who founded this
journal. We would like to reassure readers that the journal will
continue under the editorship of co-editors, Jennifer Vonk
(Oakland University) and Michael J. Beran (Georgia State
University). The new co-editors thank the editorial board for

12/23/16, 11:06Wellcome Open Research provides all Wellcome researchers with a place to rapidly publish any results they think are worth sharing.

Page 1 of 3https://wellcomeopenresearch.org/

SIGN INBROWSE HOW TO PUBLISH ! ABOUT ! BLOG MY ACCOUNT !

Wellcome Open Research
A new way for Wellcome-funded researchers to rapidly

publish any results they think are worth sharing.

BROWSE ARTICLES SUBMIT YOUR RESEARCH

   

"

Wellcome Open Research #

The Wellcome Open Research website uses cookies. By continuing to browse the site, you are agreeing to our use of cookies. Find out more »

1/25/17, 11:24What is ScienceOpen? – About ScienceOpen

Page 1 of 3http://about.scienceopen.com/what-is-scienceopen/

In:  About ScienceOpen  

What is ScienceOpen?

ScienceOpen is a freely accessible search and discovery platform that puts
research in context.

Research in Context
ScienceOpen is exploring new ways to open up information for the
scholarly community. Data available on research articles are analyzed, and
our analysis links articles via authors, citations, keywords, journals and
more. Users can further add to the context of an article with comments,
recommendations or post-publication peer reviews. Researcher-led topical
collections also provide opportunities for discovery and
communication. ScienceOpen is exploring new ways to open up contextual
information for the scholarly community. Feel free to drop us a line and
suggest new ways to open the context around your research.

Who is behind ScienceOpen?
ScienceOpen is an independent start-up company based in Berlin and
Boston. Disappointed by the status-quo in academic publishing, we started
to make our own vision of scholarly communication become reality – by
combining decades of experience in traditional publishing, academic
research and computing.

ScienceOpen was founded in 2013 by Alexander Grossmann (physicist
and professor of publishing management at the Leipzig University of
Applied Sciences, Leipzig, Germany) and Tibor Tscheke (information
scientist, software developer and content management specialist). The
Chief Executive Officer is Stephanie Dawson.

What do we believe?
We are committed to Open Science. We believe that free access to
knowledge drives creativity, innovation and development. It starts a

January 10, 2017 *

Categories

Uncategorized

About
ScienceOpen

For
Researchers

For Publishers

Publishing

Review &
Rating

Networking &
Groups

Join for
FREE 
and become
part of the
ScienceOpen
network

 BLOG ABOUT  SEARCH 

Journal APC Open Review Society Publisher

(£151) ✓ For-profit

$2500 ✓ Non-profit

£1135-2202 Non-profit

£0 ✓ Non-profit

($1000) ✓ Non-profit

£0 ✓ ✓ Non-profit

£1134 Non-profit

$135-900 ✓ Non-profit

$400 or 800 ✓ For-profit
Article level impact=what counts for citations 
More replicable=papers can be longer

Fair,  
improves quality

Good business=money 
invested in academia

M
cKiernan et al. 2016 eLife



1) Publishing can exploit researchers + academia 
and discriminate against who can read research

2) JCS & Jisc will not put researcher interests first

I have argued that:

Connect the costs of publishing with our choices

Change our behavior to stop exploiting ourselves 
and discriminating against others
…because all of the options we need exist now

What can we (researchers) do?



CorinaLogan.com/ethics.html

OpenConCam.org

Gowers 2016 Details on the Elsevier Big Deal 
https://gowers.wordpress.com/2016/11/29/time-for-
elsexit/

McKiernan et al 2016 How open science helps 
researchers succeed
http://dx.doi.org/10.7554/eLife.16800

Thanks to Alecia Carter for making me question!

For more information…


