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“For two centuries English speaking people have seen and felt love relationships and erotic drives through
sensibilities affected, directly or indirectly, by novelists. Love as faith, and art representing and embodying love...
are nothing new, but Victorian and modern perceptions of erotic desire and faith in love are very much formed
and conditioned by the fact the novel became such an influential art form. ... [Nineteen century English novels]

helped bring an erotic gospel to the Victorians and their followers.” Ibid, pp. 2-3.
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