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UBTTSR TO THB PUBLISHERS

Dear Sirs,
Permit ma to write and correct one misconception regarding this 

Manusor ipt• Some of those who have read it have expressed an opinion that 
the book consists in the main quotations from the Bible and asked why not 
let the reader refer to his printed Bible and so save the expense of reprinting 
the sans things. That observation would be perfectly correct if we were 
writing for scholars or for people who were already acquainted with their 
Bibles. But we are not writing in the main for such people* Jfe are writing 
to persuade people who are not in the babbit of reading the Bible to start 
to read it* To expect such people to read the book by looking up the 
different references is to inhibit them from reading the book itself, and, 
therefore, the Bible too* That way we defeat our purpose*

I expressed my main aim in "the Author1© Note"* I quote, "This 
book is a humble attenqrt to make Jesus known to the emergent African youths 
as the fulfillsr of all the law and the prophets, the Saviour of the world*
It tries to let Jesus speak for Himself, in His own words and tones and 
accent, as Ha spoke to crowds and multitudes of people in Palestine 2000 years 
ago, teaching the new truths, healing the sick, and showing the way, and 
silencing his opponents, whose only resort remained one of putting him to 
death on a cross, which He overcame by rising up again three days afterwards."

Mrs. Joyce Chaplin writing in her book Adventure with a Pen, about 
oommunioatang the Gospel, asks the question *Is it possible that Christian 
Publishing... has been slanted to the convinced believer of specific 
persuation, to the almost total neglect of searching person outsida the select 
category?..** True she was arguing a slightly different point from the one 
at issue hare, all the same, we can apply her arguemant here because we are 
not writing for *the convinced believer* but for people who would like to 
know Jesus but do not know how to go about it* Is there any better method 
than to read his word as a single straightforward story in JRasus* own words 
with soma comment hare and there t o  shad light on some thorny points?

perhaps I may be permitted to quote the experience of Mrs* Toni _ 
Balamasm Lwanga, the lady who typed this Manuscript. She admitted to me 
that aha was not in the habbit of reading the Bible herself* But idiilst 
typing the MS, she fait such inspiration that she started reading it* And 
that she has found the exercise so useful that she has become a Sunday School



teacher in her ohuroih* She be lie to a the book would be useful to Sunday 
School teachers*

When I told her that the publishers were suggesting to leave out 
the texts and use references only for the woulcUbe readers aha objected 
strongly and said9 "No one will read the book*” She added that some of the 
youngsters might not even have Bibles to refer to*

Nor is it possible to shorten the quotations because not even the 
evangelists wrote with any degree of coherence; one has to take bits and 
pieces from their writing and put them together in or to get a coherent picture* 

X would like* thereforey to male a plea that we retain the texts 
as drafted plus oonraentsy interpretations and soma reflexions to guide the 
novioe*

1 have the honour to remainy

Tours faithfully y

3*1>I*K* Mulira
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THE AUTHORS NOTEft

u

THE TWO SIDES OF THE COIN

This Essay on "Jesus Christ, the Life of the World," is "based on 
the premises that the Life, and the Kingdom of God are two sides of the 
same coin, depending, of course, upon which side is uppermost in the 
mind. If we are thinking about living righteously and justly in the 
world, then it is the Life, hut if we are thinking about union, which 
in this case is also reconciliation with God, it is the Kingdom. Jesus 
Christ in His role as the Mediator is the coin.

THE KINGDOM
Union with the

Righteousness & Justice

As to write, ’the house is the roof’ is not a complete expression, 
so to say, ’Jesus Christ is the Life of the World’ is not a complete 
expression, although by it we unconsciously comprehend the full meaning 
that He is the Life because He is in union with the Father. The three, 
therefore; The life, the Way and the Truth, (The Truth being that which 
unites with the Father) go together, as the Foundation, the Walls and 
the Roof, in the expression ’House,’ go together. Whenever we talk in 
the world, about Jesus Christ, we are uncounsiously acknowledging Him 
in His three dementions of the full monor the Christ.

In the Prologue to the Essay, we discuss the wherefores of the 
story. That forms Part I of the Essay. The main substance of the 
Essay is found in Part II. And in the Epilogue, or Part III, we attempt 
to give the follow up to the main story, to show, although inadequate 
terms, what a miracle this Life in Christ has done in the world-

f



THE LIFE OF WORLD

PART I 

P L O L O G . U E

THE PROMISED SEED

1

FIRST THINGS FIRST

To make the claim that Jesus is the Life of the world intelligible 
we have to deal with the first things first.

It was the Jews, through their role as a chosen people of God, who 
first told the world that the Principle behind all creation is God and 
that He is only one God, and that He is every where, and that all things 
were made by Him and under Him, and that He rules all oration.

It was the who first conceived the idea that God is Spirit and that 
He is three persons in one. They also discovered that God reveals 
Himself to man.

They were the first to teach the world that there is such a thing 
as sin, which separates man from God his maker; that in the world of sin, 
God is God of righteousness and that He is after the reign of righteousness 
and justice^ Demon or daemon in old beliefs was supposed to be a spirit, 
supernatural being, ranking between gods and men; a spirit of eveil, devil, 
demoniac one under the power of a demon, one possessed by an evil spirit.

2
T H E  M A K I N G  O F  M A N  l)

l) I owe these statements to the late William Temple, former Archbishop 
of Canterbury, in his book About Christ, SCM Press, London.



The creation of the world story according to Genesis Ch. 1:26, we 
read that God said, ”Let us make man in our image, after our likeness,” 
and man was made, as the supreme aot of all creation. And God gave man 
dominion over all the earth and all that was in it.

But what did God mean "by the words ”...in our image, after our 
likeness” I think He meant to make man in this threefold dimensions of 
the Godhead: Matter, Mind and Soul. Here hy matter, I mean the sub
stance of which physical objects, are composed or the underlying permanent 
reality and cause of all outward phenomen. Thus man was to be made of 
matter, mind and soul. As such man was the great piece of creation.

But man* s development was not to be altogether automatic or complete 
in one immediate move - here I am persuaded to think that the evolutionary 
thiory might be right. From God’s drawing board went out a man endowed 
with the greatest patentials. I believe man had now to develop those 
patentials one by one until full manhood, which is another way of saying 
until the full image of Godhead had been evolved.

First he had to develop his physical and human potential or life.
It is the physical life, which man shares in most respects with the 
animal and plant and which is the condition that distinguishes them 
from the earth, rocks etc. Because of the other two potentials, although 
not yet developed, he was higher than the animals and plants etc. Hence 
his humanity.

Before man could reach the second stage of development, God had 
to intervene. The writer of the Book of Genesis uses the allegory of 
the garden to express this God’s intervention and breathed in man’s 
development. We read, ”...then the Lord formed man of dust from the 
ground breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became 
a living being. And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the East; 
and there He put the man whom He had made. And out of the ground the 
Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good 
for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”

The first thing to note here from the above quotation is the fact 
that God breathed into man’s nostril's the breath of life. This must be 
a different kind of life from the life, physical or biological life, 
which man shares with the animals and the other creatures.
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Here we have reaohed a very important and interesting stage in 
man’s development. So far we have been told that God made man in his 
image and we know by now what that image was to be. But even after 
man is created into a human being, we do not know yet how God is going 
to do this ’Miracle, ’ of turning man in His full image. Here now the 
writer tells us that ’God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life » 
which means that He breathed the rest of His ’Godhead’ into man through 
his nostrils. This is what makes man different from- being a mere human 
being. As such he would live for ever.

This life which God breathed into man is spiritual and moral or 
eternal life. It is the light that lightens man and dirves away darkness 
from man’s personality. It is qualitive, carrying a new nature within 
itself, a nature akin to that of God, and it is the life which gives man 
fellowship with God. Even man’s physical death does no interrupt it - it 
continues eternally. Its monifestatons are love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, godness, faithfulness, mercy, gentleness, self-control and the 
like.

This life and the power of consciousness or awareness are the 
greatest gifts or advantages which man has over the other created beings.

The five senses had already been set in man. With the addition of 
the breath of life man had now become a spiritual and rational being.
He was now ready to set on his own in the world. As we noticed in ’Gen 2:8 
’’And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the East, and there He put 
the man whom He had made. God had arranged exactly that for him.”

In Gen. 2:9, God provides man with his bodily needs, ’And out of 
the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to 
the sight and good for food....’

And what about his spiritual and mental needs, one might ask? The 
writer by using a symbolical language of ’The tree of life also in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil’ is 
suggesting that they, too, were being cared for.

With all these preparations and the ingenions foresight of God 
on his behalf, man’s future was set for eternal bliss. This was his 
Paradise on earth. However, its eternal fullfulment was not, to be al
together automatic. There must be some restraint, some check, somewhere 
and somehow.
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* In Gen. 2:15~;7> we read., ’The Lord God took the man and put him
in the garden of Eden to till it and to keep it* And the Lord God I
commanded man saying, "You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 
hut of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it, you shall die."

o
A small child does not know good and evil; it is innocent. 

o For a balanced development, man must he as innocent as % small child.
According to God’s will for man to grow to full manhood he must develop 
according to a plan. The development of the mind should not in any way 
precede that of the Soul (or that of the life or the spirit). Therefore, 
after setting man on his own in the garden, He gave him the injunction 
that he might freely eat every tree of the garden (including the tree of 
life); hut of the tree of knowledge of good and evil he should not east, 
for in the day that he ate of it he should die.

By now man had heen alone; he had had no helper. But now God thought 
of making one for him. So He made a woman for the man and brought her 
to him.

3
t>

T H E  F A L L  O F  M A N
We read that the Serpent was more subole than any other wild creature 

that the Lord God had made. He tempted the woman to eat of the tree which 
God had forhiden them to eat. She yielded to his wiles and ate of the 
tree, because she saw that the fruit of it was good for food, and was 
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to he desired to make one 
wise. She gave some of the fruit to her husband, and he too, ateo

God had told Adam that the day he would eat of that tree he would die.
But the serpent had deceived the woman "You will not die," he had said 
to hero "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will he opened, 
and you will he like God, knowing good and evil."

Now when they had eaten of the fruit of the tree, their eyes were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 

«• together and made themselves aprons.

When God visited them as He used to do, this time they hid themselves 
from his presence. And when God called to the man, the man answered 
that he was in hiding as he had heard His voice and was afraid, because 
he was naked.



-5-

God said, "who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of 
the tree of which I commonded you not to eat?”

The man pleaded that it was the woman who gave him fruit of the 
tree, and he ate# When God turned to the woman, she said, "The

e serpent beguiled me and I ate#**

«* God said to the serpent that because he did that he would put
enemity between him and the woman, "and between your seed and her seed; 
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel#"

The woman, too, was punished in the way she deserved#

But when God came to man, the punishement was sweeping# The earth 
was cursed because of him and henceforth he would have to work for his 
food# Worst of all, "In the sweat of your face," He commanded him,
"You shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you 
were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return." Man, and his 
descendents from then were to die# Adam called his wife Eve#

For the first time we know that man had fallen from God’s favour 
and had upset his plan for the world, the world where God had intended 

& man to live an everlasting life, a holy life and a life of quiet confi
dence and strength, undisturbed by what is to day known as the ’economic* 

* activity and the selfishness that goes with it.

4

G O B  D E V I S E S  A N E W  P L A N

God’s first plan for the world had failed# The first man had 
missed the mark by disobeying God# This was reckonded to him to be sin# 
Because of this sin, man who was meant to live eternal life here and now, 
was now to return to the dust, to die#

But God in His mercy at once devised a new plan to save man, 
though fallen, from complete ruin# The clue of the new plan is in God’s 

„ judgement of the serpents "•••and between your seed and her seed;
he (her seed)*^ God is suggesting that once born of the woman, who will 

C> be a man, will avercome the devil by rendering all his powers of
reasoning worthless although he (the devil) in the process will bite 
his heel or spill his blood by biting him#

l)"Shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his hill."



Thus from hence God embarks upon a new and long plan of saving man
kind from perdition. But the trouble was that because man had missed the 
light which was meant to guide him on his way, he had become a constant 
prey by the devil, who saw to it that he chose evil rather than good render
ing man’s actions more and more at variance with the will of God. Cain, 
the first-born of Adam and Eve, killed his younger brother, Abel. For the 
succeeding generation sexual vice became the order of the day; there was 
a general weakness in the earth and every imagination of the thought of 
the heart of man was only evil continually; the earth was corrupt and it 
was filled with violence. The Lord was sorry that He made man on the earth, 
and it grieved Him to His heart. Therefore, the Lord said, ’I will blot 
out man whom I have created from the face of the ground, man and beast 
and craping things and the birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have 
made them.*1 - And He would have destroyed all of them by floods, had He 
not remembered his promise. In order for the promise of the seed of the 
woman to materialize, He must have a remnant. And "Noah found farvour 
in the eyes of the Lord,” because he was a righteous and blameless man.
God therefore, spared Noah and his house. "Noah walked with God, and Noah 
had three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth." After the floods God made a 
covenant with Noah and his descendants after him that He would never again 
destroy all flesh© Noah’s righteousness had turned God’s wrath from destroy
ing mankind, to complete anniration.

But as Noah’s seed multiplied, instead of his descendants using their 
knowledge and wealth for the glory of God, they sought to use them for 
their selfish ends, by building a tower ’with its top in the heavens,1 
hoping to make a name for themselves without God. God would not allow 
man to challenge Him by using his newly - found knowledge. God confused 
their language, "that they may not understand one another’s speech," and 
He scattered them abroad over the face of the earth.

ABRAM From now on the history of the redemption of man by God from perdition 
centres on one man, Abram. Abram was the son of Telah, a descendant of Noah, 
of the house of Shem.

A. T H E  P A T R I A R C H S :
ABRAHAM

God noticed that Abraham was a holy man. God therefore, chose Abraham 
to be the Kernal of the promised seed of the woman for the fulfilment of 
His promise for the entire human race. Originally Abram had been in Ur 
of the chaldaians, but God called him from his native land, to a land that
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* He would show him, where He would make him a great nation. Abram obeyed
the Lord’s call; although he knew that his wife Sarai was barren and child
less, and they were advanced in years. God gave him the land of Canan and 
promised Trim that his descendants in Canan would be as the dust of the earth.
As no man can number the stars, ”so shall your descendants be,” God said to

0 him. And Abram believed: the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.

• When Abram was ninety--*-.mine years old, the Lord appeared to him and
made a covenant with him. ’’Behold, my covenant with you, and you shall be 
the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, 
but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude 
of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations 
of you, and kings shall come forth from you. And I will establish my conve- 
nant between me and you and your descendants after you throughout their 
generations for an everlasting covent, to be God to you and to your desce
ndants after you.” He bound him with the covenant of cercumcision of all 
hi si male descendants.

God told him to call his wife no longer Sarai, but Sarah shall be her
name. I will bless her and, moreover, I will give you a son by her, I will
bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations, kings of peoples shall come 

o | S n
from her.” He was told also to call Sarah’s son Isaac, and He would establish
the covenant with him and his descendants.

When Sarah was very old and it had ceased to be with her after the 
manner of women, she conceived and bore a son and they named him Isaac.
Abraham was a hundred years when Isaac was born to him. He circumcised him 
as he had been told.

When Isaac grew up, he married a woman called Rebecca. God warned 
Abraham that his descendants would be sojourners in a foreign land, and 
they would be slaves there, and would be oppressed for four hundred years.
But He would punish that nation, which treated them thus, and afterwards 
bring them out with great possetions.

ISAAC
Isaac and Rebecca his wife bore two sons, Esau and Jacob. Through 

their mothers* intrigue, Esau lost their father’s blessing, when he was 
very old, to his younger brother, Jacob.

e
JACOB

Jacob after living an adventurous life of a fugitive in a foreign land 
where he made a lot of wealth, was returning to Canaan, When he met and



wrestled with a man throughout the night • At daybreak when the man saw 
that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touoked the hallow of his thigh, 
and Jacob* s thigh was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then the 
man said, "Let me go, for the day is breaking." But Jacob said, "I will 
not let you go, unless you blfess me." And he said to him, "What is your 
name?" And he said, "Jacob." Then he said, "Your name shall no more be 
called Jacob, but Israel," for you have striven with God and with men, and 
you have prevailed. The man blessed him. And Jacob called the place Peniel, 
saying, "For I have seen God face to face." From that day he was known as 
Isreal. God made a covenant with Jacob, in line with the covenant He made 
with Abraham.

Jacob in Caan, after living in Bethel, went and settled in Beersheba.
He had twelve sons: 1. Reuben; 2. Simeon; 3. Levi; 4- Judah; 5* Zebulun;
6. Dan; 7. Naphtali; 8. Gad; 9* Asher; 10. Issachar; 11. Joseph 12. Benjamin.

JOSEPH
Jacob loved Joseph more than all his. other sons and he bought him a coat 

of many colours. Joseph dreamed dreams of future grandure for himself, 
which offended both his father and his brothers. His brothers were jealous 
of him and hated him. Becuase of this jealousy and hatred, they sold him 
into Egypt and told their father that a wild animal had devoured him.

In Egypt, Joseph rose to splendour and became the Chief Minister of the 
Pharoah of Egypt. When there was universal famine in all the lands, except 
Egypt, because of his foresight and Israel in Canaan was affected, he managed 
to bring his father and his brothers and their households to Egypt, altogether 
seventy souls and saved them from starvation. He put them in the fertile 
Region of Goshen. He knew they would one day go back to Caan, and when he 
was dying he asked his brothers to take his bones back to Caana.

The Israelites stayed in Egypty more than four hundred years, where 
they were knwon as Hebrews, too. But there came a new dynasty, whose kings 
knew not Joseph. They began to oppress the Israelites in Egypt by forced 
hard labour and by killing their youngc at birth for fear of their tremendous 
enterprise and success. They cried to their God in anguish and desperation.



God hearkened to the cry of the children of Israel in Egypt and 
responded to their prayers, and sent them Moses, to rescue them*

Moses was a man of a miraculous life* He was horn of a Hebrew 
family in Egypt* Midwives in Egypt had been instructed to kill or throw 
into the River Nile Hebrew children at birth* Moses was a strong and 
beautiful baby* The nurses dared not kill him and they spared him* His 
mother hid him for three months* When she could hide him no longer, she 
made a basket of bulrushes, and daubed it with bitumen and pitch* She 
put the child in it and placed it among the reeds at "the River Nile’s brink. 
She put her sister there* at a distance, to look after him*

One day the daughter of Pharoah came to bathe in the river* She 
discovered the baby in the reeds and loved it and knew he had been one 
of the Hebrew children* Moses’ sister, through a strange presence of 
mind, asked the princess whether she wanted a Hebrew woman to come and 
nurse it for her* She said, "Yes.” She, therefore, went and broght Moses’ 
mother. The Princess ordered her to nurse it for her* When the child 
grew, she brought him to Pharoah’s daughter, who adopted him. Thus Moses 
grew up as a Prince in the court of Egypt*

Moses noticed how his people, the Hebrews, were ill-treated and one 
day he killed an Egyptian, who appressed a Hebrew and hurried him in the 
sand* The thing licked out and Moses ran a way to save his life*
He went and stayed in the land of Midian* He attached himself to a Midian 
priest called Reufel, alias Jethro, who gave him his daughter Zippora for 
wife. She bore him a son, and he called him Gershom*

One day as he was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, 
on mount Horeb, in the wilderness, the angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in the flame of fire, in a bush. The bush was burning, yet it was not 
consumed* Then God spoke to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!” And he 
said, "Here I am." And He said, "I am the God of your fathers, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob*"

Hd told him how he had heard of the offliction of his people, who 
were in Egypt, and had heard their cry because of their taskmasters and 
that He had come down to deliver them out of the land of the Egyptians, 
and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hitites,



the Anionites, the Perifczites, the Hivites and the Jebusites*

He sent him to Pharoah that he might bring forth His people, the 
sons of Israel, out of Egypt* When Moses expressed diffidence, He 
assured him that He would he with him, and as a sign, when he brought 
them from Egypt, he should serve God on that Mountain* He told him to 
tell the children of Israel that God, *'I AM WHO I AM” had sent him*
He gave him power, too, to perform certain miracles before Pharoah and 
the people*

At last Moses obeyed and went to Egypt in the power of God. And 
God with a strong arm brought out the children of Israel out of Egypt, 
altogether six hundred thousand souls* The Pharoah persued them with 
a strong army and charliots to the Red Sea* God drove the waters of the 
Sea back by a strong wind and made the Sea dry land, and the Waters were 
divided. And the children of Israel crossed the Sea as on dry land*
When the Egyptians came, persuising them, the Sea returned to its usual 
level and they were routed in the midst of the Sea* Thus Moses had 
accomplished what God had called him to do for him* He had led Israel 
out the bondage of Egypt.

Moses* next task, probably the more difficult one, was how to lead 
Israel out of the slave mentality to a free people* He had now become 
a nation-builder as well as a spiritual trainer* For these great lessons 
God kept them for forty years on Mount Sinai (Horeh).

The first consideration was to consolidate Israel into one people, 
so that what happened to them on the long journey to the promised land, 
or on the still longer spiritual journey through the ages, they were 
not separated by anything* So unity was the first requirement• For 
this God gave them three institutions, the first one, on the eve of the 
Exdous from Egypt. These were the Feast of the Passover; the Feast of 
Pentecost or of Weeks and the Feast of Trumpets or New Moon*

As a nation - builder, Moses at first centralized all the power in 
himself. But later, through the advice of his father-in-law, Jethro, he 
learut the wisdom of decentralization. First he appointed seventy elders 
of Israel to assist him in his political responsibility. They acted as 
Parliament and Judiciary. He then appointed sub-officers over smaller groups 
and so on. Next, he and Aaron, took the census of the people by the 
twelve families, of ̂ Israel; and then divided the camp according to the 
twelve families, each family having its flag and its permanent locality.
Thus he had now established a well — organised government.



God through Moses had by now organised Israel into a nation with a 
political existence* Next he had to show them His way. To a man like 
Abraham, who had an approved faith in God, it was enough to see this 
way as righteousness and justice. But mass psychology is such that left 
to themselves people adopt ’I couldn’t care less* attitude. They would 
not take the ^rouble to translate spiritual and moral truths into their 
lives. They needed another approach altogether* Thus God gave them on 
Mount Sinai, a set of Ten Words or Commandments, in the form of law. God 
called this His covenant between Him and the people of Israel* Moses, 
therefore, became a lww— giver.

Moses’ next job was to see how to instil the observance of the Command
ments in the people. It required the people to make a mental and spiritual 
acceptance of the Ten Words, a kind of signed contract between the people 
and God.

God called Moses and Aaron and Abihu and the seventy elders to go up 
to the mountain. When they got there, Moses alone was allowed to come near 
the Lord. When he came back from the presence of the Lord, Moses committed 
the Elders to saying, "All the Words which the Lord has spoken we will do."

The following morning he committed the mass of the people in saying, 
"All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient." The 
whole people had now accepted the Lord’s covenant.

Next Moses built the Tent for public worship, and here day by day he 
spoke to the Lord as man speaks to his friend, and the people learnt to 
worship the Lord.

He built the Terbanacle, too, and the ark, which, although had nothing 
to do with their personal religion, added much to their spiritual identity 
as a special nation of God among other nations, into cotact of whom, they 
came.

If God had appealed to their nationalistic instinct in Egypt, it was 
to arouse them from their inertia into action. Here at Mt. Sinai it was 
not the power of nationalism God wanted to teach, but the power of the 
Conscience, as a guide in the way of life.

Moses had done his duty: he had found the true God; he had delivered 
Israel from bondage; he had developed them into a nation; he had founded a 
religion of Conscience based on the Word and the Worship of the one, True 
God. At mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is apposite Jericho, the 
Lord said to him, "This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac



and Jacob.. .1 have let you see it with your eyes hut you shall not go 
over there*1 So Moses, the servant of God, died there in the land of 
Moah, according to the word of the Lord and He hurried him in the valley in 
the land of Moah, opposite Beth-Albn, hut no man knows the place of his 
"burial to this day*

JOSHUA
Johua succeeded Moses* To him goes the success of the entry of Israel 

into the Promised Country* To him also goes the tribute of the immediate 
conquest of Canaan and the settling the tribes of Israel* He also judged 
over the whole of Israel*

This brings us to two institutions which emenged in early Israel, the 
institution of the Priests and that of the judges*

The Priests were never meant to he like the Patriarchs, or Moses or 
the Prophets, as we shall see later, channels of God’s revelation of the 
creative principle, which draws man from the rut of shame he fell into, 
when he sinned, to the new victorious life© Theirs was to perform sacred 
rights, ceremonies and sacrifices and to he representatives of the people 
in their relationship to God, whom they worshipped; and to act as administrators 
of the laws which governed the rites and the worship itself*

THE JUDGES
The system of judges started when Moses began the decentratezation 

process* Prom then on he organised the people into groups of thousands, 
hundred, fifties and tens, within each tribe. Each unit had as its leader 
qualified man known as judge, to settle disputes and to interpret the devine 
will, only the most important cases were brought before Moses* This kind 
of decentralized or local government continued even after Israel had entered 
Canaan* Later, men of valour, and women too, who had distinguished them
selves for vital service to the nation, were now made judges to rule over 
certain areas* Thus we find such judges, to mention a few, as Ehud, Deborah, 
Gidion, Samson and others, who ruled in Israel* Before the people asked 
for a king, Samuel was ruling over Israel* But Samuel was also a priest 
and a prophet*
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6 C. T H E  K I N G S  A N D  T H E  P R O P H E T S

(a) THE KINGS
As conquest by the judges continued, gradually the tribes began to 

amalgamate till they achieved union under Samuel* Samuel was a judge and 
^ a priest, a prophet as well as a statesman* The Lord appeared to Trim when

a small child* He grew to he a *Man of God* or a man of spirit, a prophet. 
c Samuel worked to awaken Israeli consciousness of her mission* He appealed

to them to put away foreign Gods and the ashtaroth among them, and the Baal 
worship* He also preached the gospel of obedience*

Israel*s immediate enemies now were the Philistines, on the West, who 
were aspiring to becoming the new world power* The stambling block in 
their way became the new union of the tribes of Israel under Samuel* They 
alone had the power to resist her, and by rallying all the tribes Samuel 
beat them at Ebnezzen*

The grain of Israel was now taking a full shape* She was now a nation 
with the cohesive influence of the devine law and the right man at the 
right time. She was making progress towards a greater maturity both in se
cular and spiritual senses* Spiritually, she had surpassed the stage of 
spoon-feeding by the priests and had come to the more advanced stage of 
imbibing the word of God direct, through the revelation of prophecy. The 
prophet now and not the priest was to gain a greater influence upon Israel*

In secular matters, the. resistance by the union against a common enemy 
had made Israel conscious of her nationhood* They were aware now that to 
resist such an enemy demanded more than a tribal chieftain. There must be 
a national and active leader* The state of statelessness was not enough* 
And then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Rama, and said to him, "Behold, you are old and your sons do hot walk in 
your ways; now appoint for us a king to govern us like all the nations.”

Although this request for a king grieved Samuel, as an apparent vote 
of no confidence in him, yet God Himself treated it with the civility it 
required, and He commanded Samuel to hearken to the voice of the people in 
all that they said to him, "for they have not rejected you, but they have 

+ rejected me from being king over them*" So they were allowed to get a King.

Israel had now come to full manhood as a nation, and as the keeprs of
0 the devine convenants, the chosen people* The king would rule over them; 

and the prophets were there to remind them of and strengthen them in their 
great responsibility towards Jahovoh and their fellow men, if the convenant 
must be inviolate* The two were concurrent if polar at most times.



KING SAUL
For their first king the elders ohose Saul, and Samuel anointed him*

Saul started well, He consolidated Israel by giving her some sort of a central 
government with a political organization* In his two campaigns against the 
Philistines he was completely successful, in the second of which David killed 
their champion, Goliath. But unfortunately, military gloi-y went on top of 
Saul* s head and he "began to dispise Samuel and to disobey the Lord* These 
lapses in the king led to a disappointing decline in religion and morality. 
The people of Jahovah became contaminated with the Canaanite god worship, 
and with its immorality in prostitution and homosexuality, and so on*
The Hebrew Jehovah and the Canaanite BaJaL became almost one and the same 
thing*

Because of Saul’s unstable character, and because of his disobedience 
to Him, God rejected him from being king of Israel* God’s blessing was, 
therefore, transferred from Saul to young David, youngest son of Jesse, 
of the tribe of Judah* Saul died almost ignominiously with his three sons 
on mount Gilboa, when fighting the Philistines*

KING DAVID
David was chosen by God Himself to succeed Saul* He commanded Samuel 

to go and amount him when he was still a boy* It was soon after his anoint
ment that David killed Goliath. This brought enemity between him and Saul, 
who sought to kill him because he was jealous of him, bnt the hand of God 
was over himo

After the death of Saul, David was proclaimed king, first of Judah 
alone, and later of the whole of Israel* He was a successful warrior and 
through his conquests he not only enlarged his kingdom but also kept her 
enemies at bay* He was also an able ruler.

But perhaps what was most outstanding about David was his character*
He was chosen because of his good heart* As king he continued in his 
unshakeable faith in God; where he failed Him, he readily acknowledged his 
fault; he sought to strengthen the authority of the prophets, where other 
kings were at loggerheads with them; he had a very deep sense of the religion 
of consicience, which he expressed so ably in his psalmso His allegence 
to God, it has been said, never wavered, and in his housing the Ark in 
a tent to be a standing reminder that the nation was the people of the 
covenant with God he proved his true loyaltyo He was a man of the people 
and very popular with them* No wonder he ruled over Israel for a long 
time* ’In David we find the meeting ground of the law and the prophets.’



As Professor William Neil has said, ’The Commandment of Jehovah, which is 
the supreme law of king and common, blending in him with that teaohing, 
which is the religion of conscience.1 He reighed over Israel for forty 
years. "Then David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the City 
of David.”

KING SOLOMON
Solomon succeeded his father David. He started his reign well® We 

are told that he loved the Lord. And the Lord appeared to him and told 
h-im to ask Him what He should give him. Solomon asked for wisdom to 
govern His people justly, and this pleased the Lord because Solomon did 
not ask for himself long life or riches or the life of his enemies, and 
He gave him what he asked for.

Solomon ruled justly. He w§s a good builder and built the Lord the 
Temple. He then housed the Ark in the Temple. He built palaces, assembly 
halls and many magnificient buildings. He wrote proverbs and songs and 
the book of Wisdom.

Yet his reign rested on foundation of quick sand. He lacked the 
love of God and the faith in him of his father, David. He encouraged the 
workship of other gods and had no love for the Prophets, whom he tried to 
silence} he practised polygamy on a large scale} he built even pagan tempi* 
Instead of trying to strengthen the spirit of the reverence of Jahovah, 
the Temple, which he built for Hi, ? simply encouraged the traditions of the 
elders which perverted the religion of consicience, and, being the 
preserve of the priests, turned the religion of Israel into an instru
ment of state with the king sponsoring priviliges to the priests in 
return of the priests supporting the statusquo.

Because of Salomon’s shortcomings, God warned him that He was going 
to tear up the kingdom and to give it to one of his servants. And to 
Jeroboam, Salomon’s servant, through the prophet Ahi? jah, God intimated 
that He was about to take away ten of the twelve tribes of Israel from 
Solomon and give them to him. Therefore, no sooner had Solomon died 
than Israel became a divided Monorchy. Ten tribes comprising the northern 
kingdom, to be known as Israel, went to Jerobo’am, to be known as Judah, 
as the Southern kingdom. Prom then on the history of the Hebrews became 
the history of the two kingdoms, of Israel in the north, and of Judah
in the south.



In a short Essay like this one we cannot enter into the history of 
the different kings9 except to note that on the whole the kings' actions 
were generally oounter to God’s will, as one hy one, with only few exce
ptions, continued to do what was evil in the sight of God. Eventually, 
in 722 B.C. God gave up Israel and she was conquired hy Tygris peliser 
of Assyria, who dispersed them into all the surrounding oountries and 
brought foreigner to whabit what was Israel.
(b) THE PROPHES

At the same time as the kings there appeared upon the Hebrew scene, 
starting with Samuel, prophets of a new kind. These were people who 
had a prophetic gift to tell what would happen to Israel and sometimes 
to the whole world according to God's plan. God first appeared to eaoh 
one of these people in some forceful way, and revealed HimBelf to them 
and then commanded them to deliver a message of great import* Some gave 
their message by word of mouth only? other wrote their messages down, 
and they are known as the writing prophets.

On the whole their prophetic gift was of three kinds
1. They were announcers of the Soverenity of God.
2. They were keepers or defenders of the religion of conscience, 

which was suffering such great degradation, especially after the 
appearance of the kings.

3. They were cisterns of the new ideas in the process of God reveal
ing Himself to man. In this respect they were soothayers.

The prophets and the kings lived side by side; the kings violating 
the will of Jehovah, and thus causing the people to sin against God, 
especial by workshipping other Gods, such as Baal; and Idols, such calpes 
made by the hand of man and keeping high places, as well as in general 
moral lapses. The prophets’ role was to speak to the kings and the people 
in the name of Jehoval to remind them of Israel's pledge to Him.

The important question is, "Why did God allow the kings on the 
scene at the same time as He revealed His truths to the prophets if 
the kings were going to confuse the people and to distort the truth?

To attempt to answer that question, I believe first, in my humbly 
opinion, that God is the greatest Dramatist. In ordinary drama, it 
would be a poor plot to introduce the hero on to the stage without 
the villain, or to portray the theme without conflict. Without opposition 
there cannot be true heroism. Similarly, in the history of the salvation 
of man by God without confrantation by the falsehood of the devil, the 
truth of the word of God would not have been revealed strongly and



dearly enough. As it happened, the devil had to be defeated over 
and over again, and his falsehood exposed, by many a sign by the prophets. 
The prophets represented the Truth of God, and the unfortunate kings 
the folsehood of the devil, as they did what was evil in the sight of 
the Lord.* But as always, God is never without a witness. He had 
even among the kings his choicest, in a man like king David, who was 
after His heart.

Secondly, in the story of the kings we have evidence also that 
natural man tends to do wickedly (see Cain and others). In the prophets 
God was showing mankind that he was not relegated merely to that low 
rung; there was this higher path which was possible for him, if only 
he turn to it. The life of this higher path was the whole maik of the 
people of God. God chose the prophets to stem heathenism and to prevent 
the religion of Israel to sink to the level of surrounding paganism.
Baal and Jehovah could not exist side by side. As someone has said, 
there was one and Holy, Mighty Being, who reveals Himself in the laws 
that hold human society together, the laws of the Spirit.

The prophets had another very important role namely that of being 
the cisterns of new ideas of revelation by God to man in the total plan 
of saving man from perdition. As such they foretold and interpreted 
future events connected with one, wholfas to be the incarnation of the 
promised seed of man’s redemption, leading to the judgment of the world, 
when a new reign of eternal glory will be ushered in.

Before the Promised One could come, Israel as a nation had first 
to undergo a great doom because of their sin. They would be exiled to 
foreign lands. As a matter of fact the ten tribes of Israel, the 
northern kingdom, was exiled and dispersed by Tig1 lath—pileser of 
Assyria in B.C. 722. Thus Judah remained alone in the runhing as the 
nation of the Promise.

And even then, not all Judah but, there would be a remnant, a 
kernal, of those who proved faithful to the Lord according to the 
tenets of the Law and the Prophets. It was the prophet Isaiah, who 
first related this Remant with the coming of Christ. He was prophesying 
the punishment of Judah and said, "And though a tenth remain in it, 
it will be burned up again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump 
remains standing when it is felled. The holy seed is its stump."

The circle of this kernal kept on becoming smaller and smaller 
all the time. "First, all Israel was the chosen people for this role 
of producing the savious. Later it became only Judah in the running, 
"And the surviving remnant of the house of Judah," prophesied Isacah,



Mshall again take root downword, and beer fruit upward? for out of 
Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and out of Mount Ziona a hand of 
survivors." Then it became confined to the house of Jesse, "There 
shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse," Isacah again prop- 
hecied," "and a branch shall grow out of his roots." Later it nar
rowed to the descendants of David only, until it was confined to one 
man, "And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him." Ather prophets 
such as Jeremiah and others concured.

The prophecy then turned to a unique ohild who would be b o m  of 
a young woman. "Behold," the prophet Isaiah prophesied again, "a young 
woman shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Emanuel."
The name Emanuel means, "God with us." By the advent of this child the 
future would be so glorious that the people who walked in darkness 
would then see a great light, and the might of their appressor would 
be broken. The Government would be upon the shoulders of this child 
and he would be called "Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace."

Then the prophets began to prophesy about a future king, who would 
rule in Judah, of whom the deliverance of His people was expected.
This king was identified as the Messiah, the prointed one of God, the 
promised saviour, the embodiments of the seed of the woman. In the 
Greek language the Messiah meant the Christ (Christos).

This coming king, unlike all ather kings would bear the role of 
a servant, and a suffering servant at that. His coming would constitute 
a new Covenant by God with Isreal and the house of Judah, which would 
supersede the old convenant which He made with their fathers, but which 
they broke. Although the new convenant would have roots in the old, 
yet it would be of the fruit of the branch of David only.

Eventually, they came to associate this new servant of the Lord 
with Emmanuel the child who would bring the rule of justice and righteous
ness and peace and would sit on the throne of David. The conclusion 
was that Emmanuel and the Messiah were one and the same person.

Thevpfbphets had ..the visibnj too, of the Resurrect ion of the dead*
Thus Isaiah again, says "Thy dead shall live, their bodies shall rise."

They then prophesied about the Holy Spirit. It was the prophet Joel 
through whom the revelation of the Holy Spirit was announced to the world. 
He prophesied: "And it shall coraeto pass, that I will pour out my spirit:? 
on all flesh; your sons and your danghters shall prophesy, your old men 
shall dream dreams, and your youngmen shall see visions. Even upon men- 
servants and maidservants in those days, I will pour out ray spirit."



This prophesy of the Holy Spirit was as important as that of 
Emmanuel, the Messiah, The two go together.

The Jews believed in and expected a day to be put aside by the Lord 
on which Israel would share in its glories. They knew it as the day 
of the Lord, The Prophet Amos revealed to them that the day was a day 
of Judgment when God will judge the world in general and Israel in 
particular, Amos told them that they should not delight in it but 
rather be sorry for their failure to fulfill the covenant they made 
with God, unless they repent. They would have a lot to answer on that 
day for their Baal and calf worship and so on, for immoral living and 
for the lack of justice and righteousness generally.

And the prophet Joel wrote, "For the day of the Lord is great and 
terrible, who can endure it,” But he added that it was only repentance 
which could save people from it.

And lastly, the prophets foretold of a time of blessdnees ahead 
of Israel when the eyes of the blind should beopened and the ears of 
the deaf unstopped, and the lame man leapt like a hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb sang for joy; when the imprisoned would be set free; when 
water would gush in the wildness, and the ransomed of the Lord return.

According to Jeremiah, the Lord would gather the remnant out of 
the countries where He had driven them, and He would put shepherds over 
them and they should be fruitful and mulliply. He would raise up for 
David a righteous branch over which he should rule as king dealing 
wisely and executings justice and righteousness, and the people will 
be able to call God, the ^ord of our righteousness.1

It was Isaiah who gave the glimpse of what the life of the new 
kingdom would be like:

"The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with 

the kid,
and the calf and the lion and the 

fating together,
and a little child shall lead them.

The cow and the bear shall feed;
their young shall lie down together;

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.



The sucking child shall play over the 
hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the adder’s den.

They shall not hurt or destroy 
in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall he full of the 
knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea**1 

This shall he the advent of the second coming of 
Christ, of course*

3). T H E  M I S C E L L A N Y  Q g  C O L ’ S C A S T
This plan of God of the salvation of man from perdition is very much 

like a drama with several sceness. God, the Author, chooses his characters 
to suit the plots The seeming hero here and the villain there; the main 
characters and the supporting cast to hoot; the clowns and the rogues in 
their turn* Each one of them comes and plays one’s part and vanishes; 
the plot remains the uniting link of all the players both in time and 
in space, and the hero is the Author unfolding Himself in the plot.
He has some hack—stage hoys, too, whose business it is to prepare the 
stage for different Acts and Scenes.

God chose Sennecherib, for example, to trouble Judah. He raised 
a great army and chariots and rose to great heights by conquering nations* 
He came to Judah and subdued many of her fortified cities, and proudly 
besieged Jerudalem, and spoke mockingly against the L0rd, God of Israel*
The Lord was angry with him because it was He who determined it long 
ago what he was bringing to pass that he should destroy fortfied cities 
as if there were no inhabitants in them* It was God who brought 
Sennecherib to the stage to play his part, and he did not know it.

Another example is that of Nebuchadnezzan of Bobylon* Judah had 
sinned against the Lord their God, and for His to fulfill His plan they 
had to be moved away from their land to Babylon. It was no longer 
possible to remedy Judah without first punishing her severely by 
sending her people into exile. He chose Nebuchadnezsar to be tha 
instrument of his plan.

A third example is that of* Cyrus of Pessiar



God chose to use him to rescue the Jews from their captivity, in Babylon*
He oalled him his * anointed,1 which meant that he chose him as he chose 
David* Before He sent him, He said of him, "He is my shepherd and 
he shall fulfill all my purpose," and saying of Jerusalem, "She shall 
he rebuilt." Cyrus did not know the Lord God of Israel, the living 
but in 539 B.C., he went and conquered the mighty Empire of Babylon 
according to the Lord's plan and word, without Cyrus knowing it. He 
ordered the rebuilding of their city and their temple.

This was a new lesson for mankind that God uses even those who do 
not profess His name for His purpose.

Both prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah saw the coming of the Messiah 
as a new Covenant, unlike the old covenant. This time He would put 
His law within them, and He would write it upon their hearts.

But before the promised Saviour would appear, Jerusalem would 
first be destroyed by the king of Babylon, because of their disobedience 
and all her people and the people of Judah be taken into captivity 
to Babylon. Judah would become desolate and would serve the king of 
Babylon seventy years. He chose Nebuchadnezza to effect this plan, 
although he did not know Him.

Nebuchadnezsar conquered Judah in 59^ B.C. and took her people into 
exile to Babylon. This was the end of kingship in Judah. The prophets 
continued to prophesy for a while, but their end also was imminent.
The prophet Daniel stood out the most outstanding prophet of this time,
while Judah was in exile.

Daniel foretold what was going to happen in the future and in 
the far future. He fourtold, for instance, the four empires, including 
Babylonian, Madian, Persian and Macedonian empires, and how the last 
empire would be divided into ten kings at its desolution. He also 
prophesied that above these empires there would come one like a son 
of man, representing the Most High* He would not be an individual 
human being but a personal being of a different quality. To him was 
given dominion and glory and kingdom, that all peoples, nations and 
languages should serve him; his kingdom was an everlasting dominion, 
which should not pass away, and one that should not be destroyed.

He also foretold a great empire of Alexander the Great, which would 
be subdivided into four kingdoms after his deaths Egypt; Syria and Babylon; 
Asia Minor, and Greece.



Daniel was very worried about the seventy years, which according 
to the world of the Lord to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the 
end of the desolution of Jerusalem, when Jerusalem and Judah would be 
serving other nations in exile* He, therefore, prayed very hard about 
this time of desolation that the Lord might reduce it. But the angel 
Gabriel was sent to explain to him that these were seventy weeks of years 
(i.e. 490) decreed concerning his people and the holy city to finish 
the transgression, to put to an end to sin and to atone for iniquity, 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, 
and to anoint a most holy place* He told him also how the 490 years 
would be distributed, before Israel would be restored.

Israel was not being restored to her former status; God was 
preparing her for a new and more special role* And it was not Israel 
as a nation that was to be restored, but the reraant of Israel, the root 
of Jesse, those who had the fear of the Lord in their hearts* It was 
they who should stand as an ensign to the people* These were the 
people spoken of by the prophet Jeremiah.

”In those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous Branch to spring 

forth for David; and he shall execute
Justice and righteousness in the land.”

Daniel went on then to foretell a detailed survey of subsquent 
events in world history, from the date of the vision in the third year 
of Cyrus down to the Maccabean age. God’s angel, Gabriel, would fight 
against all the empires that might arise during that period.

After Cyrus of Persia’s conquest of Babylon, the Jews in exile 
were permitted to return to their land, which was now known as Judea.
Some returned and they managed to rebuild the Temple, under the leadership 
of the prophet Nehemiah, although they could not restore their independence. 
Nehemiah conducted, too, a religious and social reform organising the 
Jewish state on the basis of the priestly law.

In 332 B.C. Alexander the Great conquered Persia and Palestine became 
a vassal state of Greece. When the new City of Alexandria was built in 
Egypt, a large and influential Jewish Colony settled there.

After the death of Alexander the Great, Palestine became a Ptolemic 
territory for over a hundred years* Then after that she formed part 
of the Seleucid Empire* Then the sons of Maccabees defeated Antiocus 
Epiphanes and started their Maccabean rule* They ruled Judah for a hund
red years. They ruled as High Priests and kings although they were



neither in the true line of the priests nor of the kings* And during 
their reign religion was neither encouraged nor kept pure. Three 
religious parties spring up then to safeguard religion: The Pharisees, 
who fought and died to keep the law and its ahservance; the Zealots, 
who were more zealons than the Pharisees, and the Sadduces, consisting 
mostly of priestly families and did not "believe in excessive zeal*

From about 200 B*C* almost suddenly, a change came over the whole 
world situation* Home in the West arose to he a power to he reckoned 
with* By the first century B*C* she had become a dorminant power, both 
in thought and in action* It had developed into a powerful Republic, 
with a powerful army* Men had to be enlisted in the army for long terms 
of service in order to hold down distant provinces* Members of the 
army received pay and booty* Discipline and training were pre-requesites 
of the I Roman army; the result was to have very loyal legions*

One of the young men who first distinguished themselves as able 
commanders was Gar us Pompeius, popularly known in history as Pompey the 
Great* It was because of these legions that Pompey, in 66 B*C*, went 
into the region of Caspian Sea and conquered the Pontic king, and made 
the Armanian king to submit to him.

The Armanian Empire included Syria and Palestine, and most of that 
area which had formed the Babylonian Empire.

From about B.C. 66, therefore, Judea was a vassal state of the 
Roman Empire.

It was an Idumean, one Antipater, who, by clever intrigues, rose 
to power in Judea* His policy was to be a stooge of the Romans* The 
Roman Governor of Syria gave him the support he desired to suppress 
his enemies in Judea. Julius Caesar recognised Antipator as the ruler 
of Patestine, side by side with the High Priest.

Antipater’s sons were influential: Phassael, the elder, and Herod, 
the younger* Phassael helped his father to rule Judea, which Herod 
was made ruler of Galiliee in B.C* 47•

Herod became a Produlator (a kind of a Roman Agent) of Galilee; 
then in B.C. 37 king of the. Jews, by the proclamation of the Roman Senate. 
He made Jerusalem his capital. He restored the office of the Higfc 
Priest to its original and legal line*

Emperor Augustus of Rome extended Herod’s territory and power 
until he became king of the whole of Palestine*

He built Caesarea, to commemorate his master; and he built the 
Temple at Jerusalem* At his death in B*C* 4y His kingdom was divided 
among his three sons: Archelaus; Herod Antipas, and Philip*
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° Archelaus ruled Samaria and Judemea, net as king but as ethnarch;
Antipas ruled Galilee and Perea, his title was tetrarch; and Philip ruled 
the Districts of Batanea, Trachonitis and Hauran, under the title also 
of tetrarch.

% 5

T H E  G B N E O L O G Y  A N D  T H E  F A M I L Y  O P  D A V I D
F R O  M 2000-1 B.C.

Since it was from King David that the Promised Saviour of the world 
was to spring, it is useful to examine carefully his line by his progeni
tors as well as through his offspring. It is supposed that Abraham lived 
round about 2000 B.C. I suggest we start from there to B.C. 1:

"Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father 
of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 
and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez 
the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, and Ram, 
the father of Amminadab, and Ammin’adab the father of Uahshon, 
and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of 
Bo’az by Rahab, and Bo’az the father of Obed by Ruth, and 
Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the 
King.*

"And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of«
Uri’ah, and Solomon the father of Rehobo,am, and Rehobo’am 
the father of Abi’jah, and Abi*jah the father of Asa, and 
Asa the father of Jehosh*aphat, and Jehosh’phat the father 
of Joram,- and Joram the father of Uzzi’ah, and Uzzi’ah the 
father of Jotham, and Jot ham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz 
the father of Hezdci’ah, and Hezdci’ah the father of 
Manas’seh, and Manas’seh the father of Amos, and Amos the 
father of Josiah, and Josi’ah the father of Jechoni’ah and 
his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.

MAnd after the deportation to Babylon: Jechni’ah was 
the father of Bhe-al*ti-el, and she-al’ ti-el the father of 
Zerub’babel, and Zerub’babel the father of Abi’ud, and Abi’ud 
the father of Eli’akim, and Eli’akim the father of Azor, and 
Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and 
Achim the father of Eli’ud, and Eli’ud the father of Elea’zar and 
Elia’zar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 
and Jacob the father of Joseph the husabdnd of Mary, of whom 
Jesus was born, who is called Christ.”
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H I S  M A N H O O D
THE EARLY LIFE

With the New Testment we begin to see the unfolding of God’s plan 
and its fulfilment of Jesus, Emmanuel (God with us), the son of God and 
the Son of man*

It is to the Evangelists Matthew and Luke that we owe the story 
of Jesus* birth and childhood. Matthew opens his gospel with the words, 
MThe book of the geneology of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son 
of Abraham. And both Matthew and Luke talk about a virgin called Mary, 
of the City of Nazareth, in Galilee, who was engaged to a man called 
Joseph, a descendant of David. Mary like Joseph was also of the lineage 

of David.
Mary was a favoured girl before God. Luke tells us that the 

angel Gabriel was sent to Mary (after she had been engaged to Joseph) 
to tell her that she would conceive and bear a son, and that she would 
call his name Jesus. This son would be great and would be called the 
Son of the Most High. The Lord would give Him, the throne of his father 
David and He would reign over the house of Jacob for ever? and of His
kingdom there would be no end.

When Mary remarked how this could be since she had no husband, 
the angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore, the child to 
be bora will be called Holy, the Son of God.

Mary simply and humbly said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the 
Lord? let it be to me according to your word.”

Joseph would have put off the engagement privately, being a man 
of principles. But an angel of the Lord, who appeared to him in 
a dream, said to him, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit, 
she will bear a son and you shall call his name Jesus, for the will 

, save His people from their sins."



Joseph did as the angel of the Lord Commanded him? he took his 
wife, hut he had no sexual relations with her until she had had her son.

She called him Jesus.
Mary had a cousin hy the name of Elizabeth, the wife of Zeohariah,

who lived in the hilly country near Jerusalem. Zeohariah was a priest.
He and Elizabeth were righteous people, but they had no child becuase
Elizabeth was barren. Six month before Mary's visitation by the angel,
their prayers had been heard and Zeohariah had had a vision as he was
serving in the temple and the angel Gabriel had told him that his wife,
Elizabeth, was going to bear him a child and that he should call his
name John. This John, the angel said, would be great before God and
he would be filled with the Holy Spirit.

In the meantime Elizabeth oonceived as the angel had said, and

she hid herself for five months.
When Mary had oonoeived, she went to the hilly oountry to her 

cousin, Elizabeth. When they greeted each other, the bab» leaped in 
Elizabeth's womb, she was filled with the Holy Spirit, and said to 
Mary, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the ftuit of your 
womb! And why is this granted me that the mother of my Lord should come 
to me? For, behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears 
the babe in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is he who believed 
that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her from the

LoarcL.”
Mary magified the Lord. And she remained with Elizabeth about

three months before she returned to Nazareth.
From B.C. 31 to 14 A.D. Augustus Caesar reigned in Rome. About 

A.D. 4., he made a decree for all the Empire to be enrolled. Quirinius 
was the Roman Governor of Syria, which included Patestine.

Luke tells us that all went to be enrolled, each to his own 
City. Joseph and Mary, too, went from Nazareth to the City of David, 
called Bethlehem, in Judea, to be enrolled because they belonged to the 
house and lineage of David. Whilst there, Mary gave birth of her 
first born son. Because the inns in Bethlehem were full up with 
other guests, they oould only find room in a stable. She, therefore, 
laid her Son in a manger. This was the birth of Jesus, the Chris*.

When Jesus was born his first wisitors were shepherds, who, watch
ing their flock at night, had seen an angel in a vision, who said to 
them, "Be not afraid, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
which will oometo all the people, for to you is born in the City of 
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign



for you: You will find a 'babe wrapped in Swaddling olothes and lying
in a manger•"

At L this end of eight days, the child was circumcised and was called 
Jesus*

His other visitors were foreigners, the Magi, or Wisemen.
They were people who studied stars and interpret ted signs* It is said 
there had been a general expectation of a great king, who was to rise 
from among the Jews* When these wisemen were guided by a star from 
the East, to Jerusalem, they were certainly convinced that here was 
that king*

King Herod, either knew about this, general; expectation of such 
a king, or he got intimation of it from the wisemen. His fear, there
fore, hidden in the treacherons words, "Go and search deligently for 
the child, and when you have found him bring me word that I too, may 
come and worship him,** was not unfounded* His true intention was 
revealed in his edict to kill all the male children, in Bethlehem, 
and in all the region, who were two years old and under.

When the wisemen had departed the angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph and told him to take the child and his mother and flee to Egypt, 
and remain there till he would tell him otherwise, for Herod was seeking 
for the child to kill him* And he took them by night and went to Egypt. 
This was to fulfill the prophecy, f*Out of Egypt, have I called my Son."

Joseph’s flight to Egypt with his flrife and the babe, Jesus, is of 
great and particular interest to us* Our brother Dr. James E.K* Aggrey 
has epitomised this interest in his beautiful Allegory of the Nile*
Dr. Aggrey told the story of the convention of the rivers. The story 
is something like this:

There was a convention of the rivers. The 
Brahmaputra was there, the Ganges was there, 
the Thames was there, the Hudson was there, 
and all the rivers were there. When the 
convention was over, the Chairman asked them 
where they were going and what they were going to 
do.

The Thames said, *1 am going to a place called 
London, where I will be known as the mistress of 
the rivers of the world."

The Hudson said, "On my banks are going to be 
great tall Skyscrapers and I will be the wealthiest 
river in the world."
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The Ganges said, ”Children will be thrown into 
my bosom and I will be the most sacred river in the 
world.”

The Mississippi said, ”1 will be the father of all 
the waters.” But there was another river that did not say 
a word.

”Who are you?”
”1 am the Nile.”
”Where are you going and what are you 
going to do?”

The Nile replied, ”A long time ago when they were 
making the world, there was a place called Sahara, as big 
as the United States, where no man could live, and no life 
grew. Then I Baid, ”1 am going to roll down ray waters from 
the mountains and bring down life from the mountains into the 
desert, and I am going to flow on into the Mediterranean Sea.”

All the rivers laughed, ”Africal Africa! Why, Nile, Why donft 
you go to someplace worthwhile; why don’t you stay at home, where 
you belong?
God Almighty sitting on this throne saw what the Nile had done and 

said, ”1 am going to make %prNile the most beautiful river, the most 
holy river in the world.”

And so when the old religions were tottering, and the new religion 
wets growing up, He brought Moses, who was rocked in the cradle of the 
self—sacrificing Nile, and when Moses was gone and all the prophets, 
and another higher one was needed to teach us of God, Jesus was born, 
and even this Jesus Himself might not have done the work He did were 
it not for one thing: ”Go, take the child and His mother to Egypt, by 
the side of the self-sacrificing Nile so that it can be said, out of 
Egypt have 1 called ray son.”

Then you r remember.', when Jesus was going to be crucified, nobody 
was able to bear His cross bp.t Simon, who was b o m  by the banks of the 
Self-sacrificing Nile.

When Herod died an angel appeared to Joseph in Egypt and told him 
to take the child and his mother back to the land of Israel, ’for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.’

And he rose and took the child and his mother and went and dwelt 
in a city called Nazareth, that what was Spoken by the prophets might 
be fulfilled, ”He shall be called a Nazarene.”



After the angel of the Lord had appeared to Joseph in Egypt and hade 
him take the child and his mother hack to the land of Israel, Joseph it 
appears, was first inclined to go and settle in Bathelehem. But because 
of a warning in a dream, he changed his mind and went and dwelt in 
Nazareth. Mary and Joseph* s home was in a oave only *a few yards away 
from the plaoe where Mary received the visitation. Joseph* s capentry 
shop was at the entrance to the cave. Here Jesus spent his childhood, 
his youth and his early manhood.

The city of Nazareth was a comparatively busy place in those days.
With the great roads running through it, the traffic between Egypt and 
Mesopotamia and the East, brought in traders, pilyrims and other important 
people. Besides, the city was surrounded by both farmland and wild places. 
There was a Synagogue in the city. It must have been a plaoe with a 
variety of experience for a young person with an optitude to absorb life 
&t first hand.

We read in St. Luke’s goBpel that the child grew and became strong 
filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. Another time we 
hear about him in Nazareth was that he went with his parents to Jerusalem 
every year at the feast of the Passover. It was on one of these visits, 
when he was twelve, that he stayed behind in Jerusalem and sat among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. After this inci
dent we are told by Luke again that Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and man. Apart from these isolated incidents, we 
do not have any information about his life in Nazareth, except that we 
know that as the Son of a Capenter, he grew as a capenter himself, too.
It is thought, too, that Joseph, who is not heard of in the subsquent story 
of the Master, must have died early. And if so, Jesus, as the first bora, 
must have assumed responsibility of the whole family, of about seven 
children plus their mother, very early.
HIS BAPTISM

John who is known as John the Baptist, and whose birth was foretold 
by the angel Gabriel, the son of Zechaias and Elizabeth, came of a 
priestly descent. His birth preceded that of Jesus b y  sixth months.
And when both grew up, he became the forerunner of Jesus and witnessed 
him as the Messiah.

Prom his birth he was concecrated to the Lord. For the most part 
he lived in the wilderness, west of theDead Sea. He wore garments made 
of camel*8 hair, with a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts 
and wild honour.

Luke tells us that the word of God came to him to preach a baptism 
of repentance. He soon after he went East, across the Jordan, to a place 
called Bethany, near Bathabra, north east of Jericho. He baptized there



in the Jordan*
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People were expecting some great one to appear at that time.
This and his supernatural birth attraoted to him great crowds from 
every quarter. People of all classes confessed their sins and were ba- 
ptized by you, and do you ooroe to me?"

But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting 
for us to fulfil all righteousness. And then he consented.

And when Jesus was baptized, says Matthew, 'he went up immediately 
from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened and he saw the 
spirit of God descending on him; and a voice from heaven, saying,
"This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
HIS TEMPTATION

According to Luke, after he had been baptized, ”Jesus full of the 
Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan." And Matthew adds, "Then Jesus 
was led up by theSpirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil," 
(the italics are mine).

I believe the Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness with the 
view of proving His spiritual good; to have a quiet time to ponder God, 
and to pray for and consider His strategy of the great mission or ministry 
he was shortly to embark upon.

Jesus in the wilderness is similar to Adam in Eden, apart from 
the fact that Adam had a more congenial environment in Eden than Jesus 
in the wilderness and fasting. Let us examine the two and see:

(i) When Adam went to live in Eden, he was in a pure 
state of innocence; God had breathed in him the 
breath of life in his nostruls and he had become a 
living being, a sign of eternal life.

The Holy Spirit had descended upon Jesus and a voice 
from heaven had said, "This is ray beloved Son with whom 
I am well-pleased - a sign of eternal life, too.

(ii) God had put Adam into a garden. The Holy Spirit had led 
Jesus into the Wilderness.

(iii) Upon Adam was the whole stake of the future of the Human 
race.

Upon Jesus was the whole future plan of thesalvation 
of mankind.

(iv) The devil stealthly invaded Adam in Eden and in a persuasive 
and flatering language diverted Adam's obedience to God.

The devil attacked Jesus in the wilderness with the same 
persuasive and flatering language and tried to divert His 
allagience from God.



The Devil attacked Jesus on three fronts;

(1) The Bodily Front
The devil is not a man. He is an evil spirit* In tempting Jesus, 

he did not invade Him in a "bodily form; he did not speak to him face to 
face. He attacks most violently those who know that he is there, "but 
disregard him. Jesus was planning His strategy to overthrow him. He, 
therefore, must muster his forces against him in the most illusive way 
possible. He knew the masses will follow any leader who promises them 
food. Hence his suggesting to Him in his deep search of the best method 
of saving mankind, ”Why not make bread for them out of these stones and 
they will believe.” - He knew that after men had eaten their fill, they 
thought of nothing else. But Jesus saw at once that that way He would 
be turning men into mere automat or. Nothing would be farther away 
because man was not made for food alone.
(2) The Mental Front

The devil thought again. He suggested to Jesus that if He introduced 
Himself publicly in the Metropolis by reversing natural laws, He would 
be warmly and agreably received, because this kind of miracle would appeal 
to people intellectually - here was one who was more than a man, they 
would conclude! But for Jesus that was to divert His mission and to tempt 
God.
(3) The Spritual Front

The devil had to play his trump card now. He reckoned on world 
possessions now knowing that for most men they would bring down the 
most heroice of them to their knees. If he could desuade thisman from 
God from worshiping God and worship him instead, he would have nipped 
the plan of God in the bud. After all for the first man, he offered as 
aibet-only a more fruit of a tree, what about offering this seoond man 
an empire. So he takes Him in his conjectures to a very higa mountains 
and shows Him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them, and 
they would be His if only he worshiped him. He was not moved. This last 
temptation earned the devil the shappest rebuke of all, ”Begone, Satan,” Jesus 
said with scorn, ”for it is written, ,You shall worship the Lord your God 
and Him only shall you serve.”

The evangelist Matthew concludes, ”Then the devil left Him and behold 
angels came and minister to him.

Jesus had completed His contemplation in the wilderness. And Luke tells 
us that He now returned in the power of the Holy Spirit into Galilee.
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H I S  M I N I S T R Y  I*

HE TEACHES A GREAT TRUTH------THE KINGDOM OF GOD

THE BEGINNING OP HISMINISTRY
Jesus returned to Galilee a new and different man. He had emerged 

from the wilderness into the time embodiment of God, or of man in his 
true image of Qo&. As such He was the representative of God on earth 
in His threefold manifestation. The people who knew him before could 
not recognise Him now. "And He came to Nazareth, where He had been 
brought up, and He went to the Synagogue as his custom was, on the 
sabbath day. And He stood up to read? and there was given to Him the 
book of the prophet Isaiah. He opened the bock and found the place 
where it w$s written;

’The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to preach 
good news, to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives-
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.’

And he closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant, and sat down; 
and the eyes of all in the Synagogue were fixed bn him. And he began 
to say to them, ’Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’
And all spoke well of him, and wondered at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of hisraouth and said, ’Is not this Joseph’s son? 1 
HIS TEACHING ABOUT GOD

His mode of teaching, when He first started His Ministry, was 
that of the Synagogue, and we are told that He was glorified by all.

In order to understand His teaching and His whole Mission on earth, 
it is better first to review His teaching about God. His teaching about 
God was not only new but also revolutionary. It changed many old ideas 
people had of God. To many people God is a Supreme Potentate, who presides 
over the iniverse exercising authority over men from far away beyond the 
skies, being interested in the punishment of evil-doers, etc.

First and foremost, Jesus taught that God is Spirit, i.e. ’a non- 
material personal being, self—consicious and self-determining,’ a 
person in the full sense, although without flesh and bones. As Spirit 
God is everywhere. Therefore, He cannot be far; He is near.

In the second place, Jesus taught that God was his Father and 
as such the Father of all mankind. The relationship between Him and



man is exactly that of father and son.
In the third place, He is God of Love. He loves his creation 

and He very much cares for each individual person. In return He 
expects each individual to love Him and to love his brother.

In the fourth place, he taught that although God eas interested 
in His people, yet only the pure in heart see Him.

In the fifth place, those who see Him, He allow to live in Him 
and with Him. They are those who practise self-devial or self-forget-. 
fulness, who surrender or yield the SELF* to Him, in order to do His will.

In the sixth place, God created man in such a way that the seed 
of His Godhead, the seed of life, germinates and grows in him to trans
form him into the true image of God - this was the seed (the breath of 
life) that He planted in Adam, but which because of sin, became like 
the seed that fell upon the rock. Jesus told many parables to illust
rate this nature of God e.g. the Parables of the Sower, of the mustard 
seed, of the farmer who sowed seed and slept and rose might and day and 
the seed grew, he knew not how, and many other parables.

The God of the kingdom, according to Jesus, demands no creeds 
of worshiping him, nor rituals, nor holy places where to be worshiped.
The true worshipers are those who worship him in Spirit and Truth,
"for such are idiom the Father seeks to worship Him.”
WHAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS;

After grasping Jesus* teaching about God, we can now begin to try 
to examine the rest of His teaching in the shortest way possible.

When Jesus started his Ministry his chief message was the enunciation 
of a new truth of the kingdom of God. From beginning to end this* was 
the truth,- in one form or another, which he tried to hammer home to 
his hearers over and over again. To Him the Kingdom of God was the 
central thing from which the rest of man took his bearing.

At the very outset of his teaching he taught, ”The time is ful
filled, the Kingdom of God is at hands repent and believe the gospel.”

To mention time indicates that Jesus knew that he was ushering in 
a new era in the life or development of the world. The old era was 
completed, now was the new era of the Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of 
Heaven.

What did he mean by the expression ’the Kingdom of God?* To under
stand what he meant, it is necessary to look back to the fall of Adam.
As we saw in the Prologue, God’s will for Adam was to lead the life of 
the Spirit and knowledge (in that order). After Adam had reversed the 
order and eaten of the tree of knowledge before he ate of the tree of



life, he was subject to the life of the pure intellect playing on 
the naked passions; in otherwords, he was leading sensual life, the 
life of excesses. Adam had forfeited the tree of life for good, i.e. 
the Spirtitual life, and the rest of humanity after him* Jesus aimed 
at reinstating the order of things to its original dispensation. He, 
therefore, brought the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of the life of the 
Spirit to restore the balanoe. This is an inner Kingdom, which he alone 
makes possible by uniting God and man. He himself was already in this 
union with the Father. "The Father in me, and I in the Father," he de
clared. In all history he is the only man who has ever made that claim.

In another passage, he said, "I am in my Father, and you in me, 
and I in you.” This is the essence of the Kingdom of God: Jesus being 
in the Father, and man in Jesus, and Jesus in man.

Is Jesus making an empty olaim, we may ask? So, he is not. All 
the Snoptic evangelists: Mark, Matthew and Luke tell us, in their 
Gospels, that when Jesus was baptized the heavens were opened and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and alighting on him; 
and low, a voice from heaven, saying, "This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.” We know the Spirit of God is an Immanent 
Spirit all-pervading and permeating. It is Luke who tells us more 
that happened after the incident of the Jordan, than the others. He 
meant to show that this impact of the Spirit was not a passing event 
necessary only at the baptism of Jesus. He writes, ”And Jesus full of 
the Spirit returned from theJordan, and wqs led by the Spirit for forty 
days in the wilderness, tempted by the devil.” God was in Jesus and 
Jesus in God all right.

The most important thing for us to note here is Jesus' subsquent 
teaching that this Divine Spirit indwells the human being as well to 
help him realise his true SELF. He calls it "The Kingdom of God within 
you or in your midst.” It is the Spirit which was the prerogative of 
man at creation, but which he missed in Eden, and hence with it his true 
self or identify which was made in the image of God.

The basis of Jesus' mission and purpose on earth was this that 
He should help suffering humanity to restore and amend his lost image 
with the Father. The first man, Adam, lost theimage. The Second man, 
Jesus, comes in the true image. Here is the key to that Restoration 
or At—one-ment (Atonement), the re-union with the Father. Jesus brings 
the Kingdom of God, which man receives for the asking.

This is why at the beginning of his Ministry Jesus exhorts man
kind "But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and his righteousness; an<i 
all these things shall be added unto you."^



It means

Referenoe to the two sides of the coin (p...:)
According to him, the scope of the’. Kingdom is infinite, 

new life. "He who hears my word and believes him who sent me." He 
taught, "has eternal life; - he has passed from death to life."

In another passage, he promises, "As I am, you shall he," and in 
yet another, "Not only shall you do these things; hut greater things 
than these shall ye do." And the Kingdom makes men sons of God.

Jesus called it the Way that leads to everlasting life; the 
abundant life, which he came to give to the world, andt$he~ truth that 
makes people free. This Life, the power that holds together and moves 
the universe, is what Jesus meant that wan the life that is in you 
and me. It is a free gift for those who turn and follow him. But He 
taught that this way, this life and this Truth is not only to he known, 
hut, more importantly, also to he lived. As a person lives continually 
in this conscious union with God, Jesus teaches, he gets abundant life. 
ENTRY INTO THE KINGDOM

Man must consciously enter into the Kingdom by fulfilling certain 
conditions, two of which Jesus spells out in his initial announcement 
of the Kingdom, as repentance and belief in the gospel. Later he 
includes baptism as well.
(l) Repentance

There are seven steps to repentances

(i) First a person feels sorry for his sins or for his wrong-doing, 
and his conviction that the soul is guilty before God.

(ii) He begins to blame himself in the depth of his heart.
(iii) Then he determines to turn away from sin by identifying himself 

with the grace of God to save him. This movement, to use the 
language of Geometry, takes him through an angle, of 180° - 

it took Adam another 180° to turn his back to God and face in the 
wrong direction. It is, therefore, repentance by the Grace of God, 
which brings the sinner back face to face with God in the right direction. 
It is a complete circle, from the fall to the grace. l)

l) He teaches that when you have the Kingdom of God you have everything, 
you need not be anxious about anything.



(iv) He confesses his sins to God*
(v) Then he determines to surrender his SELF to Jesus Christ.
(vi) And he prays to he forgiven, and for the gift of the Holy 

Spirit to strengthen his heart, in his new determination.
(vii) He accepts forgiveness at thex'feet of the Master. This accep

tance is crucial because salvation is a gift which one accepts 
or rejects.

Of course* this is the rational of repentance. But in practice, 
in many cases, a man is convicted almost in a flush of a moment and 
he turns to Christ. The rest then is the seed that grows in secret 
by the grace of God and self-dedication.

(2) Belief in the Gospel
Belief in the Gospel means to decide once for all to accept 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour according to the message or the good 
news of the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. To believe in Jesus, 
is to believe in his gospel, and his gospel is the Kingdom of God.
Jesus put at the disposal of his hearers his different manifestations 
to assist them in their belief.
(i) One day they asked him what they ought to do to be doing the 

work of God. And he answered them, "This is the work of God, 
that you believe whom he has sent.”

(ii) Another day he affirmed that those who believed in him as the 
bread of life, would never hunger nor thirst but should have 
eternal life.

(iii) Because he is the light of the world, he promised those who 
followed him would never walk in darkness.

(iv) Again, he taught he was the good shepherd and that the good 
shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.

(v) He claimed that he was the resurrection and the life, he who 
believed in him though he died, yet should he live, and he whoever 
lived and believed in him should never die.

(vi) And lastly, during the last night before his arrest, Jesus exhorted 
his desciples, WI am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedressor. 
Every branch of mine that bears no fruit, he takes away and every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes that it may bear more fruit. 
You are already made clean by the word which I have spoken to you. 
Abide in me, and I in you. •"



The recipe for the life of the Kingdom is "Abide in me, and I 
in you." As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, neither can anyone 
unless he abide in him. What an offer for the taking! Here Jesus is 
giving us all there is in him.

He taught that this belief was a response to God*s love, "For God 
so loved the world that he gave his only Son that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life— He who believes in the 
Son has eternal life; he who does not obey the Son shall not 3ee life, 
but the wrath of God rests on him."

(i) When Jesus promises the gift of the Kingdom there is no measure. 
The reponse in our belief is the only limit.

The secret is mentally to abide in conscious oneness with Christ 
as the Supreme Spirit that pervades and permeates all creation and 
holds it together. This exercise is not the same as * autosuggestion* 
which the Psychologists teach. The latter is an exercise by self-will 5 
the former is surrender of the self to the will of God.

(ii) The above manifestations of Jesus are not creeds to be recited 
but claims by him of his true potential.. He is at pains to point to 
his hearers that believing in him and in his word is the surest way 
of inheriting the Kingdom of God, because power was given to him for 
that purpose.

The difference between the creeds and these claims of the Master 
is that the creeds are bare bones without life in them; they simply 
teach systems of belief about God, while these claims by Him are 
fundamental truths of the nature of his being. Jesus never taught 
any systems of religion; He expounded simple truths of the^ Kingdom.
He asks for only trust in Him for those to become yours.

(3) Baptism with water and with the Holy Spirit
Luke tells us that people were puzzled by John the Baptist and 

questioned whether he were the Christ, and that John answered them all, 
**t baptize you with water; but he who is mighter than I is coming, the 
thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie; he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire."



And John the Evangelist relates the story of Nioodemus, who came 
to Jesus hy night and accepted him as a teacher from God, "For no one 
can do these signs that you do, unless God is with him."

The most operative words in Nicodemus statement are f unless God 
is with him.1 Jesus at once saw their force and answered Nicodemus 
pointedly as to where the secret lay. "Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is horn anew, he cannot see the Kingdom of God."

Nicodemus wondered how a man could he horn when he was old.
Could he enter a second time into his mother’s womh?

Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you unless one is horn 
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God."

Here we have the evidence of two people; John saying that he 
was baptizing with water hut one mightier than he would baptize with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire; and Jesus saying that for one to 
enter the Kingdom of God, he must he horn of water and the Spirit.
To he horn anew, therefore, is to he horn of water and the Spirit, or 
to he baptized with water and with the Holy Spirit* This is how 
baptism is a necessary condition, (the baptism of wgjter and the Spirit) 
for the entry of the Kingdom. It is those who qualify hy it to enter 
the Kingdom who achieve their spiritual identity with Christ, and, 
therefore, with the Father. They are the livers or the citizens of 
the Kingdom of God. But what is this baptism of water and the Spirit? 
The Baptism of Water

Baptism is a Sacrament. A Sacrament is ’an outward and visible 
sign of an inward and Spiritual grace.’ When Adam fell, sin corrupted 
his heart. We his descendants inherit that corruption at birth. Before 
we can he redeemed from that corruption, the grace of God, at baptism, 
outwardly washes it away with water, which at the same time inwardly 
cleaness the heart.
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit

Adam had been filled with ’the breath of life,’ which is the Spirit 
of God, which made him a spiritual being. The Holy Spirit and sin cannot 
live together. When sin came in him, the Holy Spirit withdrew.

When the Sacrament of the Baptism of water cleaneses the heart, 
the Holy Spirit returns to His place in man. This is the Baptism of 
the Holy Spirit, whose outward manifestation is fire (inspiration).
This is the work which Jesus alone can do.

This is what Jesus means when he says "— unless one is horn of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God."



The heart should he washed first hy the baptism of water before the
Holy Spirit can come in. Hence, M---when Jesus wa® baptized, he went
up immediately from the water— and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove and alighting on him---"

This is to be born again.
THE LIFE OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

The effect of the teaching of Jesus Christ was that the day of 
outside pressures based on force was over; so also past was the bondage 
of sin; dawned was the new era of the Kingdom of God within the soul 
of the believer, the rule of God through the Holy Spirit which makes 
man free. Thus by accepting this good news of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
man was being freed from all the limiting forces and was truly becoming 
a new man. As He taught, "If you continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free."

What then is the nature of this life? After man had received 
the breath of life through his nostrils, he was meant to live the life 
that was akin to the nature of God, the life which could be termed 
as the life of the Kingdom of God or of the Kingdom of Heaven. When 
man fell, he lost all this, and just wandered in the world without any 
sense of direction. But through His mercy, when he wanted to turn 
Israel into a nation, God gave them the law to act as an outward guide, 
a-pfl -the prophets and the Psalms to teach them about the things of the 
Spirit and about the will of God.

When Jesus came into the world, he declared at the outset of His 
Ministry that He did not come to destroy the law and the Prophets but 
to fulfill them. He meant that instead of destroying them He was going 
to show the way of achieving what was intended by them in a more realistic 
and fundamental form than they did. He would fulfill what the Prophet 
Jeremiah had prophesied many years before. He was going to put his 
law within them and to write it upon their hearts, as it was promised. 
When He taught how man should achieve the union with the Father hy 
entering the Kingdom of God through the baptism of water and the 
Holy Spirit, and by the power of abiding in Him, He was precisely 
showing man how to fulfill the law. Instead of learning the law and 
the teaching of the prophets by lot, it was now possible for man to 
live the life of the Kingdom within his heart. This was the most 
important gift for man.



-40-

He told many parables to explain it. For instance, He taught 
that when the germ of the Kingdom enters the heart of the believer 
it is as if a man should soater seed upon the ground, and should sleep 
and rise night and day, and the seed should sprout and frow, he knows 

O  not how. It grows within him without him being anxious about it.
He needs only to believe and trust.

He told the parable of the sower to show how the Word of God is 
like seeds which are scattered over the field. The sower is the word. 
Some seeds fell along the path. When the Word of God is taught, amon^ 
those who hear it are those who resemble the seeds that fell along 
the path, and the birds came and devoured them. These are the people 
who hear the word of the Kingdom and do not understand it, the evil 
one comes and snatches what is sown in their hearts.

Other people are like seeds that fell on rocky ground, where 
they had not much soil, and immediately sprouted up, since they had no 
depth of soul, but when the sun rose they were scorched; and since 
they had no root they withered away. These are the people who hear the 
word and immediately receive it with joy; yet they have no roots in 
themselves, but endure for a while, and when tribulation or persecu
tions arise on account of the word, immediately they fall away.

Other seed fell upon thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. These are the people who hear the word, but the care of the 
world and the delight in riches, and the desire for other things, 
enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.

This life is of so great significance that Jesus Christ taught 
that when a person discovers it he feels like a man, who found a 
treasure hidden in a field, then in his joy he went and sold all 
that he had and bought that field.

Again, He likened it to a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, 
on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all he had and 
bought it.

This life is latent with so much power that he told two parables 
which reveal this power. In one He likened it to- ,a leaver which a 
woman took and his it in three measures of meal; it was all leavened.

And in the second, He said it was like a grain of mustard seed, 
which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of the seeds on 
earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of 
all the shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of 
the air can make nests in its shade. Likewise, once this life is 
let into the heart of man, the amount of transformation which it



causes is immeasurable*
This life is always distinct from the rest of its surroundings — 

however equeesed it may be, in the end its identity will stand out.
He told two parables which describe this nature of it. First, 

the parable of the weads, which the enemy came and sowed in the field 
of good wheat, when men were sleeping. The servants wanted to gather 
the weed. But the master said, "Ho, lest in gathering the weeds you 
root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow together until the 
harvest; and at the harvest time I will tell the reapers, gather the 
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burnt, but gather the wheat 
into my bum."

The good and the evil are allowed to grow together in this world, 
but at the end of time, the evil will perish while the good will live 
for ever.

The second is the parable of a net which was thrown into the sea 
and gathered fish of every kind; when it was full, men drew it ashore 
and sat down and sorted the good into the vessels but threw away the 
bad. At the end of the ages it will be like that. The angels will 
separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace 
of fire*

He told two other parables which show that those who enter the 
Kingdom of God, or who have let in their hearts the life of the Kingdom 
which way is right ** are like people who use their minds or talents 
aright, namely the parables of the ten virgins and that of talents.
In both oases those who used their natural intelligence in the right 
way were not only commended, but also won the goal or more was added 
unto them. No one who has believed in the power of God sincerely and 
truly, has gone away without a good measure, pressed to the brim#

When man lives this new life of the Kingdom of Heaven, he gets 
a complete change of heart. For instance, he finds it easier to love 
his enemy, and to- pray for those who perseoute him than the man who has 
not had the change; he will find it as grave a sin to be angry with 
his brother as to kill is to to the unregenerate person; to look 
at a woman lustfully, that is to look at her with the intention and 
determination that when the change offers he will lie with her, is as 
great a sin to him as to commit the actual act of adultery; he will 
work extra hours for the cause or for the country without asking for 
extra pay; when he gives alms, he does not make an ostentius play of 
it, nor does he practise his religion by street corners in order to 
be seen by men, but prays in secret to be seen by God, who sees m



secret; he is ready to serve his fellowmen, his oountry and his God", 
and so on*

HOW TO LIVE THE LIFE OF THE KINGDOM
(l) By getting Eight at the Centre

The concept of Jesus* teaching is "based on the fact that God is 
Spirit and that all those who worship him must worship him in Spirit 
and Truth* This is another new secret, which Jesus revealed to the 
world* He was conversing with the Samaritan woman at Joseph's well, 
in Samaria, when he revealed this Truth* The woman had just discovered 
him to he a prophet t and because of that she had opened her heart 
to him, so that she could bring to him the general local complaint of 
the region*

**Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet,*1 said she* **Our fathers 
worshipped on this mountain; and you say that Jerusalem is the place 
where men ought to worship •**

Jesus said to her, **Woman believe me, the hour is coming when 
neither on this Moutain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father, • • 
But the hour is coming and now is, when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in Spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship 
him.**

Then he delivered the great secret, **God is Spirit and those who 
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and truth •**

It would have been very difficult for man to practise Jesus* 
teaching trully had he not revealed this truth* Unfortunately, the 
church tends to forget this and emphasizes the formal worship of the 
creeds and when not*

All the would—'be believers in Him have to re—opientate their minds 
to this truth, and seek God not as a great Potentate, who sits in one 
imaginary seat, in Heaven, where he is worshipped, but as the universal 
Spirit, who resides not in Samaria nor in Jerusalem alone, but is every
where, and is found everywhere.

Having grasped that fact, man must now begin to think himself as 
spirit as well, the God-stuff in him* Then all talk and teaching about 
the Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of Heaven will begin to be intel
ligible to him-without this new insight man's thinking would be at 
cross-purposes with Jesus* teaching© Jesus brought the Era of the 
Spirit into the worldo That is the starting point, the establishment 
of the centre of all living*



If it is understood that man is as well spirit as God, it follows 
that it is not the externals whioh are the real, hut the internal and 
invisible. Where man's spirit unites with the Spirit of God must, there
fore, he the centre of life in man. It is this unity with the Divine 
within, whioh Jesus means when He teaches, "But seek ye first the Kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall he added unto 
you.” It is the unity or reunion with God, which he must seek first; 
it is "the Kingdom of God within*"

It is a living Spirit. This is one of the points where Jesus' 
teaching differs profoundly from the other religions. Other religions 
present the truth as an automation, tangible hut without volition and 
life. Jesus teaches that Spirit is life. As a matter of fact, His 
is hardly a religion, hut a Way of life. And when he apitomises this 
Spirit as the Way, the Life and the Truth he is being true to type.
Are these not the portofolios, if we may he permitted to use secular 
language, of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit respectively?

(2) By the Power of Faith
Another new truth which Jesus taught was the power of faith. It 

is . true in the Old Testment the word faith happens twice: First in 
Beutronomy 32:20, and in Habakkuk 2:4, yet there is no teaching about 
the word as a potential, positive power.

Faith is the opposite of fear and of doubt, or a resolution to 
dispel fear and to cast away doubt from one's thoughts and actions, and 
live in a higher consciousness of self-assurance of ' come what may*; 
a resolve, in a tumbled sea, to remain 'on the crest of the wave.*

It is Jesus who first revealed that faith is a latent force in 
man, which, if used aright, makes the individual into a centre of 
creative power of thought. It is part and parcel of the abundant 
life which he came to give to the world. We find over and over again 
in cases of his healing the sick or making the blind see or the lame 
walk, or the dumb speak, Jesus saying to them: "Rise and go your way; 
your faith has made you well; "Receive your sight; your faith has made 
you well" etc. At other occasions He blamed people, including His 
disciples, because of lack of fatho

He taught that in order to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, it 
was important to develop this attitude of mind: the positive, creative 
type of thought; the brave and manly attitude to life, which welcomes 
life as it comes without pitying oneself, but trying to turn each 
happening along lines of this higher consciousness.



Faith as positivet constructive thought strengthens the Spirit 
in man and works the thing or the desired end to its fruition.

Jesus taught that this faculty of man is the one which is capable 
of grasping and taking as if by force the secrets of the Kingdom of God. 
Those imbued with it earned his highest praise and blessing. Faith, 
therefore, in the form Jesus taught it, can be seen as a faculty of 
the Spirit, a kind of spiritual computer system, which turns right~the 
kind of thought, when fed into it, into the desired tangible result- 
the right thought must be shorn of all fear and doubt or cant for the 
system to welcome it.

For the Christian, faith is also a resolve to lead, in Chrst, 
a life of the higher consciousness from which Christ has dispelled all 
fear and doubt, and filled the heart with a quiet confidence, rooted 
in union with the Divine. It is this new centre in man, which radiates 
in Spiritual fruit-bearing of the life of righteousness and justice.

(3) By Practising the Law of Love
Love is the Law of the Kingdom, i.e. The Kingdom within manifests 

itself both inwardly and outwardly in love.
First, inwardly. The impulse to seek union with the Father is 

the impulse of love* To seek that union is fto love God with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.1 To achieve 
the union is to attain the citizenship of the Kingdom of God, I.e. to 
imbibe the filial spirit of sonship which makes us cry, fAbba!!1

And secondly. The inward life which is stayed on the Father in 
real filial relationship, as son and Father, must needs express itself 
outwardly as love of the other sons of God. Hence the ’and love your 
neighbour as yourself,1 which Jesus teaches. That is why LOVE is the 
first and great commandment.

And, if the impulse of union with the Father, and, therefore, 
with everything else, is love, it follows that the Spirit that controls 
everything in the universe is the Spirit of Love* Therefore God is 
Love.

(4) By Doing the Word
Jesus taught emphatically on several occasions that mere learning 

of his word without doing it wasr of no avail. He likened anyone, who 
heard his teaching and went and did it, to fa wise man who built his 
house upon the rook; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat upon that house, but it did not fall, because it 
had been founded on the rock.*



But everyone who heard it and did not apply it in everyday life, 
he likened to *a foolish man who ‘built hiB house upon the sand? and 
the rain fell, and the floods came and the winds "blew and heat against 
that house, and it fell? and great was the fall of it.*

And, therefore, he concluded that it was not everyone who said 
to him, **Lord, Lord, who should enter the Kingdom of Heaven, hut he 
who does the will of my Father who is in Heaven.”

THE CITIZENS OF THE. KINGDOM
Jesus* call to the Kingdom is forthright, direct and uncompromising, 

for the invited it means giving up all and making a right - about - turn 
spiritual movement and face the opposite direction for good? the aim 
is to accept the good news of the Kingdom of God, which is the programme 
of this new life? and the reward is the Kingdom of God itself in the 
believer's heart.

Jesus* call is not directed to the righteous hut to the sinners, 
for He knows that those who are well have no need of a physician. That 
is why He starts by calling people to repentance.

It is to the life of the cross that "He invites people. He exhorted 
his disciples that if any man would come after Him let him deny himself 
and take his own cross and follow him. **For whoever would save his 
life will lost it;* He taught, **and whoever loses his life for my sake 
and the gospel’s will save it.**

And to the multitude which once accomponied him, he said, **If 
anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and 
wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, 
he cannot be my disciple.**

In the parable of the man who gave a great banguet and invited 
many who did not turn up, Jesus gave a hint that the invitation to 
the Kingdom was not confined to the Jews only, but was extended even 
to the Gentiles.

But this Kingdom is entered by the narrow Gate **for many will 
seek to enter and will not be able.**

But to those who qualify to enter the Kingdom i.e. the would-be 
citizens, great blessedness awaits them* for the Kingdoms is theirs? 
they will be conforted; they shall inherit the earth; they shall be 
satisfied? they shall obtain mercy? they shall see God? they shall 
be called Sons of God? and a great regard is kept for them iu Heaven,
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their treasure is kept for them in Heaven, where neither moth nor 
rat consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. And on 
earth they are the salt of the earth, and the light of the world.

Theirs is the abundant life, which does not consist in the 
abundance of possessions on earth. For life is more than food, and 
the body more than clothing. The citizens have learnt the great 
lesson of the ravens which neither saw nor reap, and have neither 
storehouse nor barn, yet God feeds them - they know they are of much 
more value than the birds. Seeing also that they cannot add a cubit 
to their span of life by being anxious; and observing the lilies, 
how they grow, they neither toil nor spin, yet even Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of these, they never worry about 
life. They trust that God who clothes the grass which is alive 
in the field to-day and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will much 
more clothe them; and He knows they need food. He will feed them.
They have learnt the other great lesson, 11 Seek the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness first, and all these things shall be added to 

you.”

Such are some of the lessons of everyday living, of the things 
that trouble men and women, which Jesus Christ taught to his disciples.

He even went as far as teaching his followers how to use money 
to the best advantage. He saw that the people of this generation by 
their shrewdness use money bargains to make friends with other people 
so that when evil days come they know where to go for help. He taught 
that in the same way the members of the Kingdom should and can use 
money in giving alms to the poor and the needy as by doing this they 
would have treasure in heaven, where no thief approaches and no moth 
destroys, so that when trouble comes "They (the people of Heaven) 
may receive them into eternal habitation.”

Jesus condensed all the law for his followers into one law, 
the law of love. He told them, "You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your soul, and with all your mind and with all your strength? 
The second is this, *you shall love your neighbor as yourself.* There 
is no other commandment than these."

But the role of the citizens of the Kingdom is hard. He bade his 
disciples, "Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; 
so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of men; for 
they will deliver you up to councils, and flog you in their synagogues, 
and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake»



to bear testmony before them and the Gentles•" But then He exhorted 
them that when they delivered them up, they should not be anxious 
how they were to speak t>t what they were to say; for what they were 
to say would be given to them in that hour for it was not them who 
spoke, "but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you."

Finally, Jesus Christ taught that the citizens of the Kingdom 
and the non-citizen are known by their fruits*

"For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree 
bear good fruit; for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs 
are not gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked from bramble bush. 
The good man out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and 
the evil man out of his evil treasure produces evil; for out of the 
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks."

GOB AND THE S I M M
(1) There is surprisingly little teaching by the Master about sin 
and the sinner, although his whole mission was to help sinful humanity 
to turn away from sin. Apparently, he avoided the negative approach 
of fighting sin directly and rather taught the positive way of faith, 
through repentance, in the love of God, who is seeking the sinner and 
is longing to restore him to his lost position in the family. Once 
one repents, which means once a person turns his back to his wicked 
ways and believes the Gospel, faith in the Father does the rest, and 
there is no place for morbid concentration on one's sinfulness.

Jesus taught that God above all is God of forgiveness: when 
a sinner repents his sins he entirely forgives and forgets them. He 
is more interested in seeing the sinner re-instated in the Kingdom 
than in punishing him — in fact he never punishes as such; the sinner 
simply misses the mark, hence the reward with it* The laws of the 
Kingdom are such that to sin is to violate them, and in violating 
the law one misses the mark. The word sin literally means a missing 
of the mark. Therefore, sin carries its own punishment.

(2) But according to Jesus* teaching, there are four kinds of sin:

First, there is the fallibly sinful. This is the sinner who 
loves the world or the things of the world: The lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eye and the pride of life. This kind of sinner sins 
not because he chooses to do so, but because it is in his nature to 
sin. He finds yielding to sin irresistible because there is no power 
in him to stop him from sinning. He loses his relationship with 
the Father all the same, and he becomes a lost sheep. Adam and ©ve



were in this category: "The serpent beguiled me and I ate," was 
Eve’s defence: and, "The woman who you gavest to be with me, she gave 
me fruit of the tree, and I ate," was Adam’s plea* Are not most of 
us like that when we are in our natural state?

God goes out of his way to seek such a person who is lost from 
His fold in this way, and the whole history of the Revelation of 
God to man has been a search by God for lost humanity. When he finds 
such a sinner His Grace abounds!

Jesus told the parable of the "Lost Sheep" to illustrate this 
type of sinner. The sheep may have been allured either by green pasture, 
or a patch of water in a distance or by a voice of an enemy shepherd.
In yielding to such allurement, she got lost from the good shepherd.
A sheep hears the shepherd’s voice or notices his smell. Therefore, 
it is relatively easier to bring back to the fold this type of sinner 
than the sinner of the second type.

Secondly, there is the hard-hearted sinner. This kind of sinner is 
negative and insensitive towards anything to do with God. He not 
only does not believe in God, but is of the view that nothing is or 
can be, known concerning God; he perceives in his mind only material 
phenomena. Agnostics fall in this class. This unbelief may be genuine 
or intentional. When intentional, it is because people are seeking 
liberation from a certain system of morality, just as the young genera
tion, in Europe, soon after the First World War objected against 
morality because it interfered with their sexual freedom. To justify 
themselves they denied the existence of God.

God seeks even this kind of insenstive sinner to bring him back 
home. Jesus told the parable of the Lost Coin to illustrate this type 
of sinner.

Thirdly, there is a wilful sinner, one who chooses to use his inheritance 
say of his intelligence and other gifts, without God; one who sees in 
his own endowment, and not in the power of the Father, his own fulfilment 
He decides on his own accord to part company with God and begins to 
live as if God did not matter in the world, and he joins men and women
of like minds



Jesus showed that God longs for his child to return to him all 
the time, but allows him his licence (not freedom as some people would 
prefer to put it; such a person has no freedom to speak of) which he 
enjoys to the full, until it becomes sour and he comes to himself and 
discovers that there is no fulfilment in Buch existance and decides 
to go back to his Father.

Jesus told the parable of the Prodigal son, to illustrate the 
Father* s love and consideration for his son who tries to squander his 
living in this way.

In the fourth place, there is the sinner suffering from begotry and 
hypocrisy, the person who is insincere towards God, who merely puts 
on religion like a garment to suit the occasion for the gratification 
of his desires. Jesus regarded this kind of sinner as one of the 
gravest and most abominable in God*s sight and he earned his bitterest 
denunciation. He told the parable of the Pharisee and the publican 
to illustrate this type of sinner.



HTS TFACHim ABOUT THE LIFE AFTER DEATH; THE FUTURE LIFE,
AMP THE SECOND DEATH

THE LIFE AFTER DEATH
The Parable of Lazarus and a rich man. "There was a rich man, who 

was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every 
day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, full of sores, 
who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table; more
over the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and was 
carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and 
was hurried; and in Hades.”

The rich man went in Hades. What is this place called Hades?
Simply, Hades is a place of the dead beyond the grave. The body of 
man goes to the grave; his soul does not go With it. His soul goes 
to Hades or Hell, which gives a grim and cheerless aspect of death. 
Therefore, it is the souls of evil doers in this life which go to 
Hades or Hell, where retribution for evil living awaits them. When 
Jesus teaches that this man went to Hades, he implies that the man 
was such as deserved punishment after this life, that is after death.
And he jolly well got that punishment.

Before we traoe the kind of punishment which he got, let us first 
turn to Lazarus. He died, too, and, was carried by the angels to 
Abraham's bosom. Lazarus was not prefferred to the rich man because 
he was poor, nor did the rich man go to Hades because he was rich.
It just happened that Lazarus was, at heart, a good man, and the rich 
man was not, as we can observes he did not care about the poor; he 
spent his wealth extravagantly on himself, feasting every day sumpteously, 
and wasting too much money on unnecessary clothing and so on.

The rich man was in Hades, ”in torment, and in anguish, in a 
flame" (but we are not told that he was being burnt; it was a mere 
flame causing a lot of heat). "He lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham 
far off and Lazarus in his bosom. And he called out, Father Abraham, 
have mercy upon me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame!*

But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that you in your lifetime received 
your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now 
he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, • 
between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those 
who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross 
from there to us.'



MAnd he said, ’Then I heg you, father, to send him to my father1 s 
house, for I have five "brothers, so that he may warm them lest they also 
come into this place of torment

MBut Abraham said, •They have Moses and the prophets? let them- 
hear them*1

MAnd he said, ’No father Abraham? but if some one goes to them 
from the dead, they will repent.1

wHe said to him, If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be convinced if some one should rise from the dead.” 
Paradise:

Before we make any further comment let us ask a further question 
first. Which is this place where Abraham is residing and of which 
he says •between us and you a great chasm is fixed in order that those 
who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none can cross 
from there to us? This must be Paradise. Some people regard Paradise 
to be the same as Heaven. But I do not think so* Heaven, I believe, 
is where the Throne of God is? and Paradise is where the departed souls 
of the righteous ones go. Paradise is between us here and the Throne 

of God.
And what is Paradise? We first hear of this word when Jesus is 

on the Cross. He said to the repentant sinner, fTo-day, you will be 
with me in Paradise••

I understand that there are two words: Paradise, of" Persian origin, 
found only in the N.T. three times, which is interpreted heaven? 
and a similar Hebrew word, Parades, translated forest or ochard or 
garden, found in the O.T. three times. In Luganda Paradise was trans
lated as Olusuku lwa Katonda (lit. the garden of God), which might 
be nearer to the truth. I am inclined to think that Paradise is between 
us and the throne of God. It is a garden of great beauty and splendour• 
Hence the place of spiritual bliss. This is where all the souls of 
the righteous people go after death. I believe that is where Jesus 
Christ, the Sternal Self, spent the two nights between the Cross and 
the Resurrection. It may be also that is where Enock? Abraham, Moses 
David, Elijjah and all the saints are abiding.

I saw William Nagenda, at Sarah, his wife’s funeral, coming 
from the middle of the outer row, of rows and rows of saints, in 
Paradise, to meet Sarah in an embrace, at the back of the row. At 
the same time I saw, on my ri$it hand side, the road leading to the 
Throne of God.



(which I had no idea whether it was near or not)*^

Both William and Sarah although recognizable in their human form, were 
more like other worldly than earthly; Sarah as she emerged from the 
earth was more of a spirit than of anything else*

Jesus taught then in this Parable of Lazarus and the Rich man,
that:
1. When we die, the soul1 s of the righteous people go to Paradise, 

while those of the wicked go to Hades or Hell;
2* Those in Paradise are in comfort; and those in Hades are in torment 

and anquish;
3* Those who did wrong here are punished; the righteous rest in peace. 
4* There cannot be an interchange of positions, nor a return to th% 

world;
5. God’s revealed truth to the world is enough, anyone to return from 

the dead to admonish the living is not required*
THE FUTURE LIFE

During Jesus, last night on earth, before his crucifiction, in 
the long discourse he had with his disciples, in the upper room, and 
after telling them how in His father1 s house there were many rooms,
He told them, that He was going away to prepare a place for them* "And 
when I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also*"

Previously He had told the parables of the ten virgins -and of 
the talents to hint at the preparedness which people must have for 
the scene and find them unprepared, like the fookish virgins, or 
uneventful, like the man who hid his talent in the ground*

He had also talked about the time when the Son of man would come 
in his glory, and all the angels with him, when he would sit on his 
glorious throne* When before him would be gathered all the nations, 
and he would separate them one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats, and would place the sheep at his right hand, 
but the goats at the left* Then the King would say to those at his 
right hand, ’Come, o blessed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you 

lave^li0!ibd',7i' £ ®  s "'thirsty and you gave me drink, I was sick and you

l) See my Booklet Amazing Love, P



visited me, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was named and 
you clothed me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous 
will answer him, ’Lord, when did we see thee hungry and feed thee or 
thirsty and give thee drink? And when did we see thee a stranger and 
welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee? And when did we see thee sick 
or in prison and visit thee? And the King will answer them, ’Truly,
I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, 
you did it to me,’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ’Depart 
from me, you cursed, into eternal fire prepared for the devil, and his 
angels 5 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me no drink, I. was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked 
and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me,’ 
They will also answer, ILord, when did we see theee hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to 
thee?’ Then He will answer them, ’Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me,’ And they 
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life.

These three passages show us that Jesus’ Second coming is not 
only certain but also crucial* It is crucial because it is accompanied 
by the judgment of this world* Jesus, when He comes again, is going 
to judge the world and separate the righteous from the wicked.

But before He carries out the judgement exercise, He will first 
raise the dead to life again* Then all the people will go through 
the sieve in front of the judgement Throne’ (so speak), the righteous 
to the right, and the wicked to the left* This separation is final and 
for ever.
The righteous

First, when Jesus was talking to Martha after the death of her 
brother, Lazarus, He said to her, **I am the resurrection and the life; 
he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever 
lives and believes in me shall never die,”

Those who go through the sieve to the right, hand of the Lord are 
those who believed in the Lord and obeyed His will during their lives: 
on the earth. They are the righteous. They will never die; they have 
inheruted eternal life or through God’s grace have achieved immorlatity.



This iB the future life every follower of Jesus Christ has been 
promised*

Those who qualify by the grace of God to inherit this life 
become the children of God, whom the evangelist John spoke of,
"But to all who received him, who belived in his name, he gave 
power to become the children of God*11
Secondly, as children of God they will no longer be bound by earthly 
conventions* For instance, Jesus teaches that those who are 
accounted worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from 
the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, for they cannot 
die any more because they are equal to angels and are sons of God 
being sons of the resurrection* God is not God of the dead but of 
the living*. If people are not to die any more, it is only logical 
that no replacement is necessary. Hence the reason why there cannot 
be marriage in the new age of the Kingdom*

Thirdly* these new sons of God will* participate with Jesus Christ 
in the government of the world as Jesus Christ taught, "Truly, truly 
I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of man shall sit on 
his glorious Throne, you who have followed me will also sit on the 
twelve Thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel* And every one 
who has left houses or brothers or father or mother or children 
or lands, for my namefs sake, will receive a hundredfold, and inherit 
eternal life* But many that are first will be last, and the last 
first•"

In the faurth place, although this is not specifically taken 
from the teaching of Jesus, yet it can be correlated with it* The 
redeemed will be like Christ, i*e* Christ arose from the dead "in the 
same body in which he suffered;" that the grave was empty, and that 
his body of flesh and bones (Luke 24:39) was reoognizable* Yet his 
body was changed, "glorius," "spiritual" perfectly adarapted as well 
for normal communication as for a free unencumbered activities of 
the Spirit^* The bodies of the redeemed will be similar*

And St* Paul, after Jesus, says, "Just as we have borne the image of 
the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven* I 
tell you this brethren: flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God 
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable." l)

l) The New Compact Bible Dictionary, P .498



THE SECOND DEATH
It is the writer of the Book of Revelation and not Jesus who first 

mentioned the Second Death# He wrote, "Blessed and holy is he who 
shares in thefirst resurrection! Over such the second death has no 
p o w e r T h o s e  who share in the first resurrection must he those who 
were accounted, in this life, worthy to attain to the new age, who, 
after death, were not subject to the torments and anguish of Hades, 
hut rested in peace in Paradise#

And John the baptist also, before the Ministry of Jesus had this 
to say# He taught, HI baptize you with water for repentance, but he 
who is coming after me is mighties than I, whose sandals I am not worthy 
to carry; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire# His 
winnowing fork is in his hand and he will clear his thrething floor and 
gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will b u m  with un- 
quenching fire#” - unquenching fire b u m s  any chaff that is thrown in it, 
and finishes with it, and it does not mean that the chaff is being burnt 
continually for ever.

Jesus picked up this subject of punishing the wicked, at the end 
of the age, when he was teaching about his second coming# He was 
talking about tiose who obeyed and ministered to him in the world after 
his first advent, and he said that those who did not minister to him 
would go to eternal punishment, but the righteous into everlasting life# 
Unfortunately, He did not specify what kind of punishment they were to 
receive. But I believe He meant the same thing as John the baplist; 
they would be burnt in the eternal or unquenching fire and be finished 
with. That would be their eternal end#

If this simple interpretation is accepted, then the second death 
means precisely that, when the wicked shall be annilated for ever# 
Therefore, those who say that the Bible does not teach the annilation 
of the wicked may be wrong#

The last judgment, is therefore, conclusive# The wicked will die 
for ever, and the righteous shall inherit the Kingdom of God and live 
in it eternally#

The first death sends the wicked to Hades or hell; the second 
will end them in complete perdition or annilation#
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H I S  M A N I F E S T A T I O N  OF T H E  K I N G D O M

I t  was Jesus h im se lf who taught that the thee i s  known by i t s  f r u it s .%
And the Baganda have that proverb, Mwanar-Mugimu omulahira ku Ngozi (see p. •.) 
which means that a w e ll- fe d  c h i ld  i s  known “by the s i z e  o f  c lo th  with whichD i t s  mother t i e s  i t  round her back* They have another proverb d iam etr ica lly  
opposed t o  Hwana-Ifugimu, which by way o f con tra st w i l l  be o f  h e lp  here, to o . 
I t  i s  S iry a  ay o le sa  mubiri I meaning that i f  you have l o s t  a p p e tite  and you 
haven’t  been ea tin g  your fo od  f o r  sometime, your fr ie n d s  w i l l  know i t  
(without t e l l i n g  them) by your l o s s  o f w eight.

A ll th ese  say in gs h e lp  in  s i z in g  up a man’s character. They can very  
w e ll app ly t o  Jesu s, too*  We see  him as a healthy tr e e ,  p lan ted  in  good 
s o i l ,  becau se o f  th e good  f r u i t s  he preduces.

We can a ls o  se e  him as Mwanar-Mugimu. by the k ind o f  stamp he lea v e s 
on other p eop le .

Again we can draw comparable examples in  the op p o s ite  d ir e c t io n  by 
oberv in g the shortcom ings o f  th o se  who r e j e c t  Jesus ou tr igh t.

On th e background o f  th e se  say in gs, l e t ’s t r y  t o  lea rn  something about 
Jesu s and h is  message. The Kingdom o f  God i s  not a mere theory but a Way 
o f  l i f e ,  which i s  m anifest in  h is  own l i f e  in  a th r e e fo ld  forms through 
h is  p e r s o n a lity ;  through h is  a c t io n s  e s p e c ia l ly  o f  h ea lin g  s ick ,  and 
through h is  testim ony and s ig n s  e tc .

THROUGH HIS PERSONALITY
When he appeared on th e scen e what f i r s t  im pressed the pee jlew as 

h is  g ra c iou s words and h is  au th or ity . And John the E van ge lis t in  summing 
him up a f t e r  he had l e f t  t h i s  world, r e fe r r e d  t o  H is gra c iou s and g lo r io u s  
nature (see p.*.)* They a l s o  saw him as a man o f  wisdom, and wondered very 
much how he a cqu ired  such e ru d it io n  s in c e  he was not educated. Another 
prominent c h a r a c t e r is t i c  o f  h is  was h is  fr ien d sh ip  t o  p e op le , which was 
r ev ea led  in  h is  compassion and understanding and lo v e . He was a man o f 
peace and courage, to o .  To the p eop le  who saw him th e se  q u a l i t i e s  o f  
h i s  had such grea t appeal that he drew them t o  h im se lf; th a t m u ltitudes 
ga th ered  round him, and that woman fo llow ed  him*

|Q Th is person a l impact o f  h is  was so  grea t th a t even the e v i l  s p i r i t s ,  
whenever they saw him, f e l l  down b e fo r e  him and c r ie d  "you  are the Son 
o f  God;” and p eop le  c a l le d  him "Lord.”



I t  was a woman in  the crowd, f a i l in g  t o  f in d  words o f p ra ise  good 
enough, who in ad everten tly  pa id  him, humanly speaking, the most t e l l i n g  
tr ib u te  o f  a l l .  She r a is e d  her v o ic e  above the crowd and sa id , "B le ssed  
i s  the womb that bore you."
THROUGH HIS MINISTRY OF HEALING AND FORGIVENESS

Jesu s regarded th e r e s to r a t io n  o f  humanity t o  sound, good b od ily  
h ea lth  and a major Bole o f  th e M e s s ia h s  m iss ion  on earth, and he devoted 
a l o t  o f  h is  tim e and energy t o  h ea lin g  the s ick  and the infirm, and 
making the lame walk, th e b l in d  see , th e dea f hear,- th e dead r i s e  t o  
l i f e  again*

When he h ea led  th e s ick ,  he many a tim e e ith e r  admonished them t o  
s in  no more, or fo rga v e th e ir  s in  ou tr igh t as w e ll,  thus showing that s in  
has much t o  do w ith th e p h y s ica l a ilm en ts o f  man.

I t  was t h i s  h e a lin g  o f  th e s ic k  and th e r a is in g  o f  thedead which 
brought him in  grea t c o n f l i c t  w ith th e Jews on th ree grounds: r e l ig io u s ,  
l e g a l  and pa lit ica l®  F or in stan ce, one day He was preach in g the word 
in  a very  crowded room and p e op le  brought a p a r a ly t ic  and when they cou ld  
not ge t near t o  him, th ey  removed th e r o o f  above him and l e t  down the 
p a l l e t  on which th e p a r a ly t ic  la y . When Jesu s saw th e ir  fa ith ,  He sa id  
t o  th e p a ra ly t ic ,  "My son, your s in s  are fo r g iv en ."

T h is offen ded  th e s c r ib e s ,  and th ey qu estion ed , "Why does th is  man 
speak thus? I t  i s  blasphemy! Who can fo r g iv e  s in  but God?"

He s a id  t o  them, "Why do you qu e s t io n  thus in  your h ea rts?  Which i s  
e a s ie r ,  t o  say t o  th e p a r a ly t ic ,  f your s in s  are fo r g iv e n ,1 or t o  say, 

f fo is e , take up your p a l l e t  and walk?1 But that you may know that the son 
o f  man has au th o r ity  on earth  t o  f i r g i v e  s in s "  -  he sa id  t o  the p a ra ly t ic -  
" I  say t o  you, r i s e ,  take up your p a l l e t  and go home." And he ro se  and 
imm ediately took  up h is  p a l l e t  and went out b e fo r e  them a l l?  so  that 
th ey were a l l  amazed and florified God, say ing, "We never saw anything 
l i k e  t h is . "

On another o c ca s io n  he en tered  a synagogue. There was a man with 
a w ithered hand. And they asked him, " I s  law fu l t o  h ea l on the Sabbath?" 
So that they might a ccu se him.

He sa id  t o  them, "What man o f  you, i f  he has one sheep and i t  f a l l s  
in t o  a p i t  on the Sabbath, w i l l  not la y  h o ld  o f  i t  and l i f t  i t  out?
Of how much more va lu e i s  a man than a sheep! So i t  i s  law fu l t o  do good 
on the Sabbath."



Then He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." And the man 
stretched it out, and it was restored, whole like the other* But 
the Pharesees went out and took counsel against him, how to destroy

him.
Again, He had raised Lazarus of Bethany from the dead, and some 

Jews went to the Pharisees and told them what he had done. So the chief 
priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, *What are we to 
do? For this man performs many signs. If we let him go thus, everyone 
will believe in him, and the Romans will come and destroy both our holy 
place and our nation.” And they took counsel how to put Him to death.

Jesus regarded His ministry of healing as one of the most major 
assignments of the Messiah, so much so that when John the baptist, 
while in prison, sent to Him, his disciples to find out whether it was 
He who was to come, or they should lock for another, His emphatic reply 
was, "Go and tell John, what you hear and sees the blind receive their | 
sigkt and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hears, and 
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them.

THROUGH HIS TESTIMONY AKD SIGNS AMD DIRECT CLAIM
(a) His Testimony

Jesus declared to the Jews testifying that he could do nothing of 
his own accord except he saw the Father doing, whatever he did that he 
likewise did. He was very emphatic that he could do nothing on his 
own will but the will that of the Father. In that respect even his 
Father had given witness to that truth through John the Baptist. But 
his testimony was greater than that of John. "May Father works and I 
work." He told them.
(b) The Signs

When the devil tempted him in the wilderness to do some signs to 
prove that he was the Son of God, Jesus refused to pander to such cheap 
demonstration of his power, in his own interest. But throughout his 
ministry, whenever other peopled interests were involved, or where 
their lives were in danger, or when it was to demonstrate the power of 
God, he did signs where it was necessary. Thus in Cana of Galilee he 
turned water into wine5 he once silenced the raging sea, when his 
disciples were frightened to death? on another occasion he walked on the 
sea? twice he fed hungry crowds numbering thousands of people; he cursed 
the fig tree and gave authority to the twelve etc.
(c) His Direct Claim

Jesus manifested the Kingdom by direct claim of his position in it, 
by proclaiming that he was the Rest of those who labour and are eavy



laden; tha-t he was the Way of life; the bread of life; the Door of the 
sheep; the Good Shepherd; the light of the world; the true Vine and 
the Resurrection and the Life etc.

THROUGH HIS ROLE AS THE MESSIAH
John the Baptist had baptised Jesus the previous day, when 

the next day Jesus came to him* As he saw Him coming, John said,
’’Behold the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This 
is the of whom I said, ’After me comes a man who ranks before me, for 
he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but for this I came 
baptising with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John 
bore witness, MI saw the Spirit descend as a dove from heaven, and 
it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, fHe on whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen 
and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

We read also that the next day again John was standing with 
two of his disciples; and he looked at Jesus as he walked, and said, 
’•Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two diseiples heard him say this, and 
they followed Jesus. Jesus turned, and saw them following, and said 
to them, "What do you seek?” And they said to him, "Rabbi” (which means 
Teacher), "Where are you staying?” He said to them, ”come and see.” They 
came and saw where he was staying; and they stayed with him that day, for 
it was about the tenth hour. One of the two who heard John speak, and 
followed, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother 
Simon, and said to him, ”We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 
He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said ”So you are 
Simon &hd.s6n of John? You shall be called Caphas” (which means Peter).

He Himself Affirms that He is the Messiah
At one stage in the conversation, which Jesus had with the 

Samariatan woman, at Jacob’s well, the woman said to Him, ”1 know that 
the Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ); when he comes, he will 
show us all things.” Jesus said to her, ”1 who speak to you am he.”

Again, at the feast of Dedication of Jerusalem, when Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon, the Jews asked him,
”How long will you keep us in suspence? If you are the Christ, tell us 
plainly.”

Jesus answered them, ”1 told you and you do not believe. The 
works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness to me; but you 
do not believe because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my



voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish and no ms shall snatch them from my hand. 
My Father who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is 
to snatch them out of the Father's hand*1’

Another time, when Jesus entered Jerusalem and the crowds had 
sang the Hosannas!* for Him, He said to the crowds, "How is my soul 
is troubled. And what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour?'
No, for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father glorify thy name." 
Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify 
it again." The crowd standing by heard it and said that it had thundered. 
Others said, "An angel has spoken to him." Jesus, answered, "This voice 
has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world, 
now shall the ruler of this world be cast out; and I, when I am lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men to myself. He said this to show by 
what death he was to die. The crowd answered him, "We have heard from 
the law that the Christ remains for ever. How can you say that the Son 
of man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of man? Jesus answered them, 
"The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the 
light, last the darkness overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does 
not know where he goes. While you have light, believe in the light, 
that you may become the sonsof the light."
The son of Han

Although he realised He was Christ, the Son of Cod, or the Messiah, 
yet in all his Ministry Jesus preferred to call Himself the'Son of Man.*
To take an example: After opening the eyes of the blind man, Jesus heard
that th:ey had cast him out, and having found him, He said, "Do you believe 
in the Son of man?". He answered, "And who is he, Sir, that I may believe 
in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who speak 
to you." He said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshipped him.
The Servant

To the Jews, the Messiah, the 'Anointed,’ was to be King of Kings 
in the earthly form. But to the immediate crowd listening to Jesus' 
teaching, the Messiah meant a provider of plenty; to the nationalists 
of the day it meant a political saviour, who would overthrow the Romans; 
and to those who waited upon the Lord it meant one who would judge the 
world. To Jesus it meant merely a servant.
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Then we find that when James and John, the sons of Zehedee9 came 
and asked Him to grant them to sit, one at His right hand and one at 
His left, in His glory. He said to them, "You do not know what you are 
asking* Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to "be baptized 
with the baption with which I am baptized?" When they answered him 
that they were able, He said to them that the cup that He drank they would 
drink} and the baptism with which he was baptized, they would be baptized; 
but to sit at his right hand or at hiB left was not His to grant, but 
it was for those for whom it had been prepared. We are told that when 
the ten heard it, they were indignant at James and John.

The evangelist tells us that Jesus called them to Him and said to 
them, "you know that those who are supposed to rule over the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.
But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave 
to all. For the Son of man also came not to beeerved but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many."

In other references, He refers to his role as that of the Shepherd 
of the sheep.

9

T H E  S O U R C E  O F  H I S  G E N I U S  
Jesus was a special genius and his genius was due to an inner and 

extra sense of knowing and believing that God dwelt in Him as Spirit, 
and He in God. This was the new discovery He made and which He trans
mitted to humanity, that henceforth, man would no longer live by the 
five senses and reason alone, but, in addition, for the believer, by an 
inner and deeper inotivation, which He called the Kingdom of God within, 
and that hence-forward, if man responded to the new teaching, he could noŵ  
live in God and God in him. This is the Way, the Truth and the Life, 
the outward manifestation of which is Love. This union is possible for 
the believer (i.e. the citizen of the Kingdom), through repentance, 
through faith, throug prayer and obedience to God’s will.

0 There are two Sacrements: the Sacrament of baptism (see p. •
and the Sacrament of the Lord's supper.

* Jesus teaches that repentance, prayer and faith and the Sacraments
are the means by which the believer imbibes or catches in his own persona
lity this God - given life of the Spirit of God in man. It is a neW 
life of spiritual energy and power and confidence, based on the
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assur^noe that God's Law and His word of salvation are true for ever.
If the Switch, in the language of Science, is the device for 

making an electric circuit, Prayer, in the language of the Kingdom 
is the spiritual point of contact between man and God, the communion 
between man and his maker. Faith is the equivalent of the dynamo for 
converting the human potential into spiritual energy and power.

This life which Jesus promises his followers is such a completely 
new kind of life that He calls the conversion to it a new birth (see

THE SACRAKEKTS AM) TOION WITH THE FATHER
John the Baptist preceded Jesus1 ministry in order to introduce 

the Sacrament of the Baptism of water. He announced in the course of 
his mission as we have already seen, that one greater than he would come 
and baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. It is Jesus who baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. This is the twin meaning of the Sacrament 
of Baptism*

At the beginning of his ministry, Jesus called people Ito repentance 
and to faith in the gospel, which is the Kingdom of God, which had come 
into the world at the fulfilment of time. It is this Kingdom and all 
that is involved with it, e.g. trust in God etc., which is the new 
centre in man or the new central Agency in man. This centre is the 
result of the union of theSpirit of man and that of God. The Lord’s 
super aims at this union.

If at the beginning of His ministry, Jesus called people to repentance 
and faith, at the end of it, He tells those who have believed in Him, 
with the confidence of a man who has accomplished his mission, "He 
who has seen me has seen the Father," because He is in the Father and 
the Father is in Him. Not only that, but "He who believes in me,"
He intimates to them, "will also do the workd that I do; and greater 
works than these will he do because, I go to the Father."

He is so definite now that even his disciples admit that He is 
speaking plainly and they know that he knows everything.

And Jesus began then to pray to his Father to glorify Him 
because He had accomplished his mission of giving eternal life to His 
followers. By His mission He had manifested the name of God that he sent 
Him, and that the words He spoke to them came from Him.

And He began to speak of the great glory of the believers, being 
one as "we are one I in them, and thou in me." This is a great passage 
because it is this union with Jesus and with the Father, which is the 
Kingdom within, which is the whole mark of the Christian.
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HE WAS A MAN OF PRAYER
To Jesus, prayer was not merely asking for things fro® God, 

but an entrance into personal relationship with the Father* This 
personal relationship is a manifestation of the unity that exists between 
the two of them, and which Jesus teaches each believer should enjoy* When 
Jesus teaches us to pray, He is simply advising us how to continue in 

e  union with the Father, When we are in union with the Father, we can
say with St* Paul, "It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives 
in me,” (Gal 2:20). Therefore, our aim is no longer to do our own will 
but the will of Him who delivered us, which is the same thing as 
saying fthe will of the Father •* True prayer is a continuing process 
of our waking life*
A MAN OF COMPLETE OBEDIENCE

To do the will of the Father is to obey Him* Jesus was, therefore, 
a man of great obedience because he did the- will ofiGdd.

A I I C E S S A R Y  I N T E R L U E

9
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A N E C E S S A R Y  I N T E R L U D E

JOHN THE APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST AND THE 4TH GOSPEL
This would be a convenient place to talk about Bohn, the apoatle 

and evangelist.

Without entering into the controversy whether or not the fourth 
gospel| was written by John, the apostle, the son of Zebedee, the brother 
of James, I wish to observe three things about thiB John:

(1) He was one of the two disciples of John the Baplist, who followed
Jesus, at the beginning of his ministry, and asked him, "Rabbi, 
where are you staying?" And on being invited by Him went and 
stayed with Him that day.

(2) He is referred to in the gospels as the disoiple whom Jesus loved.
(3) He is regarded as the writer of the Book of Revelation.
The first three gospels were written by Mark, Mathew and Luke©

Although Mark, as a young man, knew Jesus personally, yet we are told that 
he wrote the gospel at the dictation of Peter, the apostle. Now Peter 
was a practical man and a man of action. To him the acts of Jesus and 
not the discourses, must have been not only more appealing, but also more 
memorable. Hence, his narrative of the more objective events plus some 
little teaching of Jesus.

Matthew, as a former tax collector, was not unpractical, too. Tax 
collectors deal with hard facts of life. As he wrote, the practical 
evidence from the life and teaching of the Messiah, would be of more interest 
to him to pass on to the rest of the Jews than the intellectual.

When we come to Luke, we have no idea whether he ever saw let alone 
met Jesus in life. As a man, he was more of a schlar, who took the trouble 
to verify what he had learned about Jesus, than a practical man. Once 
convinced of the evidence as valid, he saw the need to write so that other 
people than the Jews might also know about this stupendous truth, of 
Jesus, of Nazareth. But he wrote after Mark and Matthew, whose works 
he might have used as some of the sources of his information? perhaps 
they influenced him, too, to a good extent. Both Matthew and Luke take 
all that there is in Marks’ gospel and add to it a lot more of Jesus* 
life and teaching.

John wrote after the first three. His main purpose was, to my mind, 
not so much



to write a fourth gospel as to fill in the gaps. If Luke was more of 
a scholar| one who takes the trouble to observe, and study, and compare 
and test, John was more of anintellectual, to whom knowledge oomes easily, 
almost inflashes, especially the knowledge of the more abstruse and spiritual 
nature:—
(i) When he saw Jesus passing, something in him induced him to follow 
and ask him where he was staying, so that he might get to know him. Of 
Jesus’ appostles, he and Andrew are the only two who befriended him 
before he called them to be his disciples. They had seen in Him some
thing, which they instinetively knew to be great. They had discovered 
the Messiah, hardly before He had begun His ministry. It must be very 
hi^i intelligence which can do that.
(ii) The disciple whom Jesus loved: Was this due to mere favouritism?
I do not think so# I know from the class room experience that a pupil 
who reponds to your lessons quickly attracts your attention, and there 
develops a relationship with him, which very often grows into friendship. 
Wherever Jesus taught, in his discourses, those deep spiritual lessons 
of the Kingdom of God: the belief in ’the begotten Son and whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life;’ the second birth; 
the union of Father - Son - man; the claims of Jesus of his position in
the Kingdom as the light of the world, the bread of life, the good shepherd, 
the resurrection and life etc., to a man like Peter (before Pentecost) 
they must have sounded abstruse and boring. But John, who had a deeper 
perception, must have been in his true element*

When John saw the other three gospels minus the discourses of Jesus 
and the essentials upon which His way of life depended, which Jesus 
taught mostly at the end of his ministry, he was compelled to write 
and fill in the gaps by supplying what was really the back ground to a 
lot of that cought the eye of the earlier evangelists. That is perhaps 
why he picks up the story almost at the end, where the others had left 
it off. To use another imagery. Where the three evangelists were interested 
in reporting the evernts that took place on the forefront, John chose 
to fill in the story of what was happening at the General Headquarters, 
and its relationship with the Commander-in-Chief•

The Gospel of St. John, according to some authorities, shares with 
the other gospels only about 8 of its contents; 92$ of those contents 
are peculiar to him.

A lot of the 92$ of the peculiarities of John are records of what 
Jesus taught his disciples after Peter had confessed Him to be *he Christ.
It was a fitting time. Before that, He had taught a l°Jp 
of God, in word, in parables and in example; aboutJ*fc® God s will
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what should be man's behaviour towards God. But hardly had He begun to 
teach about Himself; about His position in the Kingdom; about HiB intimate 
relationship of the divine Sonship with the Father, nor how man could 

o be tom again and achieve a relationship with Him and with the Fathers
The glory of being 'one even as we are one, I in them and them in me;'

* the gift of eternal life etc. After Peter's confession, He now began
to prepare them for His approaching suffering and His death and His 
resurrection. It was imperative that He started to communicate with 
them on these things as a parting message, since they had now known who 
he was. It is in this respect that St. John's gospel is very significant.
He had not spoken to them as he did at this time, which is reported 
by John alone. John wrote to fill in these things which had been neglected
by the writers of the three earlier gospels.

Had John not written his gospel, Jesus would have remained to the 
world as great moral teacher only, those death was comparable to that 
of Soorotes. It is John, who tells us that Jesus being a man as well 
as God died for our sins and rose up again, and that we, having been 
bom again and in union with Him, will rise up again with Him for eternity.
The other evangelists did not say as much. It is to John that we owe 
the teaching that it is the born-again, who see iheKingdom of God; 
who get eternal life; who enter into spiritual union with God here and 
now. It is John, who fills in all thisorucial information after having 
been omitted by the other three evangelists. To reject such teaching 
as being impossible by Jesus as some scholars suggest, and call it 
Hellenic, is not only to fail to appreciate Jesus in his full intensily, 
but also to take the top off what brought Jesus into the world, and 
to render His soorifioe meaningless.

O

u
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J, J5 S U S  B E C O M E S  T H E  E N E M Y  OF V E S T E D

I N T E R E S T  |

Caesarea Philip! (when Peter oonfiessed him the Christ) was the 
turning point in Jesus* ministry on earth. Before that, He had “been 
the teaOher of a great revolutionary truth, the Kingdom of God; who 
claimed to he the Son of Man, The crowds had noticed in Him usual 

4  qualities. He had spoken with authority, and spoken as no other man
had spoken before, a man of gracious words; He had healed the sick, 
made the blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear, and the dumb speak;
He had told many profound parables of the Kingdom of God; crowds had 
followed Him, and He had a select group of twelve disciples, whom He 
had chosen to be with Him etc. But to all intent and purposes to them 
He had been merely an unusual man. However, He had a secret, which he 
had dared not reveal unduly, but towards which all that He did was 
directed. As a great teacher He just led His followers towards it;
He preferred they discovered it themselves through contact with Him.

At Caesarea Philipi, He knew they had discovered Him to be the 
Christ, the Messiah. God confirmed their discovery by transfiguring 
Him before Peter, James and John, on Mount Tabor, six days later, when 
*his face shone like the sun, and his garments became white as light.*
Moses and Elijah were present as witnesses.

Prom now on He had become a different Jesus. First, He began to 
tell His disciples about His coming suffering from the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed and on the third day be raised up.

Secondly, he taught that if any man would come after Him let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow Him.

Thirdly, His teaching, as we saw, began to take a different turn.
He began now to teach more of the things of the Spirit than he had done 
before.

In the fourth place, He bravely decided to go to Jerusalem, where 
He was going to be delivered up.

In the fifth place, He chose to enter Jerusalem as a victor, 
mounted on an ass, and riding over roads, strewn with linen; with the 
songs of Hosanna being loudly sung in honour of His triumph.

In the sixth place, He predicted the coming doom of Jerusalem.
C And lastly, the moment He set his foot in Jerusalem, He began,

as He had never done before, to denounce all vested interests, and to-, 
expose the hypocricy and the insincerity of the Phanisees and the 
scribes and the chief priests, with all the vehemency He could mustar.
They, in turn, began to conspire together to arrest Him Hiin ov*

I
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of the way, but, because of thecrowds, who believed in him, feared to 
cause public outory. Instead, group after group tried to trap and 
catch Him by word of mouth, thinking that that way they would succeed 
to disentangle Him from the crowds. But one after another of them He 
silenced, almost in disgrace in the sight of their bearers, until He

^  WOrked them up t0 a point of return. It became quite clear that
He was determined to force the issue to an ultimatum.

11

H E  I S  C O K D E M E D  T O  n s 
O H  T H E  C R O S S

For Jesus, as the Messiah, the time had come to fulfill the prophesies 
made about Him. Two of these prophesies were: (i) That His death would 
make vacarious atonement for the Salvation of sinful man; and (2) that 
in suffering and in humiliation would He fulfill His purpose. Therefore, 
when He told His desciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many ' 
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed, and 
on the third day be raised up, He was anticipating something foretold 
a long time ago. When He chose to enter Jerusalem in triumph, and to 
prooeed to force the Pharisees and soribes and Sadduoes and priests to 
an ultimatum, He was purposely trying to bring to a head these prophesies. 
He knew that the consquence of His actions would be death, and the 
ignoramus death on the cross. Death on the cross was a oontemptious 
way of getting away one's life in those days. It was a slave's death 
and a murderer's punishment. All this Jesus knew and yet he was pushing 
them Himself into making that decision. Why?

I personally have three answers to that question:—
(1) If God is love, He must willingly die for the loved ones however 
much the suffering and humiliation. We seem to get a glimpse of this 
111 JeBUB' own parable of the Prodigal son. The father goes to all 
lengths, even of forgetting his position, to show pleasure that his son 
was dead and is alive; he was lost, and is found. Jesus on the cross 
shows us that God will leave no store unturned in order to save lost 
humanity and reconcile him with Himself*
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(2) After teaching a great truth, the truth of the Kingdom of God, 
which the old-fashioned and higotted men with vested interest were 
trying to distort, He must prove to the world once and for all, that 
this truth was true all the wayf He chooses to die as a ransom that 
roan may get this truth in him, which transforms him:

from guilt to righteousness; 
from being fallen man to risen man; 
from chasing shadows to facing the sun; 
from natural man to divine sonship; 
from perdition to salvation; 
from stale life to abundant life;

Where would be a, better proof that this truth does not and cannot 
perish than to die as a public scandal on the cross before all the 
world and yet rise again afterwards?
(3) There is a veiled defiance in Jesus* act of choosing to go to 
the cross* It is the defiance which God foretold at the beginning of 
the story, of the seed of the woman defying the Serpent*

If there is a Prince of this world, he was, at the material time 
of Jesus* Passion being represented by those who were going to cause 
his suffering and humiliation and death* Jesus adopts the behaviour 
which shows that He is more than equal to this prince. He is ready
for a dual. The Prince*s representatives make attempts to silence Him
by an arrest, but then fear his forces*

He allows one from his own ranks to cross over to them and help 
their scheme to materialise* He had been nursing him as ’The son of 
perdition,* whom he knew was going to do this* So now, after giving 
Judas Iscariot a morsel, He tells him in a quiet, dignified voice,
**What you are going to do, do quickly.”

We are told that Judas immediately went out and it was night.
He went to Jesus* enemies to betray him, and he did* They paid him 
to give Him to them* What they could not do in the open, they were 
now ready to do by stealthy - as crowards would do! So when He was
at the place of His wont of prayer, Judas delivered Him to them!

After a number of mock trials, they ultimately brought Him to 
Pilate, the Roamn Governor, to condemn Him for them and deliver the 
sentence* What is noteworthy, He ended His evidence on the note of 
”truth,” that He had come into the world to bear witness to ”the truth,” 
of his position* The mention of the word ’truth* frightened Pilate!
An unveiled truth always frightens - wherever the Gospel of Jesus is 
preached, Pilate is depicted as a frightened man! All the same, Pilate
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perish than to die as a puhlio scandal on the cross before all the 
t orld and yet rise again afterwards?

(3) There is a veiled defiance in Jesus* act of choosing to 
go to the trross* It is the defiance which God foretold at the 
beginning of the story, of the seed of the woman defying the Serpent#

If there is a Prince of this world, he was, at the material 
time of Jesus* Passion being represented by those who were going 
to cause his suffering and humiliation and death# Jesus adopts the 
behaviour which shows thatl&e is more than equal to this prince#
He is ready for a dual# The PrinnceSs representatives make attempts 
to silence Him by an arrest, but then fear his forces.

He allots one from his own ranks to cross over to th&m and 
help their scheme to materialise# He had been nursing him as *The 
son of perdition,* whom he knew was goingto do this# So now^after 
giving Judas Iscariot a morsel, J!e tells him in a quiet, dignified 
voice, "What you are going to do, do quickly#"

We are told that Judas immediately went out and it was night#
He went to Jesus* enemies to betray him, and he did# They paid him 
to give Him to them# What they could not do in the open, they were 
now ready to do by stealthy — as cowards would do! So whence was 
at the place of $iis wont of prayer, Judas delivered Aim to them!

After a number of mock trials, they ultimately brought Aim to
Pilate, the Roman Governor, to condemn Aim for them and deliver the
sentence# What is noteworthy, He added flis evidence on the note of
"truth," that He had come into the worlcL^to bear witness-to "the truth"
of his position. M  frightened Pilate! An unveiled truth always
fright ens-*<he re ver the Gospel of Jesus is preached. Pilate is depicted 

A 'as a frightened man! All the same, Pilate sent Jesus to the cross
to die#

The climax of the dual is when Jesus is hanging on the cross, 
while the whole world is looking on and seeing how love succumbs 
to indignity in order to save, and he cries, "E" lo—i, E* loi, lama 
sabach—th’ni?" which means, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?" This is very significant# When Jesus suffered on the cross, 
he suffered as any man would have suffered on the cross and not the 
Godhead# Mark puts the end more dramatically thAi^he other evangelists, 
because soon after this he says, "And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and 
breathed his last." Jesus the man was dead#
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If Gfood Friday had seen Jesus, dying on the cross, as the climax 
of the dual between Hiim and the devil, Easter Morning came as the 
antithesis to the whole affair 1 Life from the grave, unhindered 
and triumphant, marching on still! Jesus had arisen from the 
dead, in the same body in which he suffered, his body of flesh and 
bones, although his personality had changed, now *glorious*, ’spiritual* 
but perfectly adaptable as for normal communications as for the free 
unencumbered activities in the Spirit." ^ . The eternal in Jesus i t 
jjiyjnnbts Siedeon t£© cross* Life, therefore, and not death, had been 
the Victor* Jesus had proved conclusively that his teaching was 
the truth, and that henceforth man was assured of everlasting life.
And St* Paul could sing later

"Death has bean swallowed up in victory."
"Death were is thy victory," 

where is thy sting?"
As Jesus had completed his mission on earth, after forty days, 

in which he appeared to his disciples in different forms, ftte 
ascended into heaven.

fi
l) The New Compact Bible Dictionary (Special Crusade Edition) P.498


