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As part of the Cambridge Open Research conference, the Office of Scholarly Communication hosted 

a ‘101’ session on open research, covering the basics and answering queries for the audience on all 

aspects of open access publication and open data. With over 80 participants, we were thrilled with 

the response and wanted to recap some of the topics we covered in this post.  

Firstly, as we discussed in the session, it is easy to assume that open research is simply an issue for 

the sciences rather than all academic disciplines. Practices such as open access and open data have 

been taken up widely in the sciences, although in different ways, and there is a common association 

with science and openness. This is compounded by the fact that in many European countries Open 

Science is inclusive of arts and humanities scholarship and so is functionally equivalent to open 

research. At the OSC, we are keen to support open practices across all disciplines while being 

sensitive to different ways of working. We are guided by the university’s Open Research Position 

Statement that requires work to be ‘as open as possible, as closed as necessary’. 

After an introduction to open research, Sam then outlined the key issues in open access, including 

the different licences for making your research open access, the differences between green and gold 

open access, and the many and various reasons for making your work open access. Open access 

allows us to reach new audiences, improve the economics of research access, and reassess 

knowledge production and dissemination in a digital world. We also learned about open access 

monographs, the complex policy landscape and the various ways in which you can make your 

research open access through repositories and journals. The OSC’s Open Access webpages are an 

excellent set of resources for learning more. 

We then moved onto open data – research data shared publicly – and how this fits into open 

research (see the University’s policy framework on research data). After highlighting that all research 

regardless of discipline generates or uses data of one kind or another (e.g. text, audio-visual, 

numerical, etc.), Sacha posed a series of questions with answers, anticipating what the audience 

might want to know more about. Do I have to share my data? What data do I share – is it meant to 

be everything from my research? My data contains sensitive information so I can’t share my data, or 

can I? How do I share my data? I don’t want to be criticised after making my data open, so how can I 

prevent this? How can I stop someone else from taking my data, using it, and getting all the credit? 

The OSC’s Research Data website contain information about data management and data sharing, 

and check out our list of Cambridge Data Champion experts to see if there’s anyone who’s 

volunteered to be a local source of data-related advice in your department or discipline. 

We are always available as a source of support and guidance in all matters relating to open research 

and encourage you to contact us if you have any questions. The OSC has webpages on open research 

and sites dedicated to both open access and research data. For general open research enquires, we 

can be emailed at info@osc.cam.ac.uk, for open access at info@openaccess.cam.ac.uk and for data 

at info@data.cam.ac.uk. There are also a number of training sessions provided throughout the year 

and online that relate to the topics covered in this session. If you think that those in your 

department or institute at Cambridge would like to know more about the topics covered here then 

please do get in touch as we’d be happy to speak to these and answer any questions you may have. 
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