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S u m m a r y 

A n archaeological e x c a v a t i o n was u n d e r t a k e n by t h e C a m b r i d g e A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Unit 
o n l a n d n e x t t o K i n g ' s G a r d e n H o s t e l , West Road, C a m b r i d g e . T h i s w o r k was 
commissioned by K i n g ' s College in advance of a proposed e x t e n s i o n t o t h e H o s t e l . 
T w e n t y - o n e Saxon b u r i a l s , believed t o date t o t h e 7th c e n t u r y , and r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e 
l a r g e s t g r o u p o f t h i s period t o be excavated in C a m b r i d g e since t h e end o f t h e l $ h 

c e n t u r y , were i d e n t i f i e d and recorded. The b u r i a l g r o u p comprised of b o t h male and 
female a d u l t s and i m m a t u r e i n d i v i d u a l s . The o r i e n t a t i o n s o f t h e graves and t h e 
p o s i t i o n s of t h e bodies were d i v e r s e . The g r o u p i n c l u d e d a double b u r i a l , t w o p r o n e 
b u r i a l s and b u r i a l s with a c c o m p a n y i n g g r a v e goods. Several o f t h e graves had been 
d i s t u r b e d by e a r l y p l o u g h i n g . A deep headland w h i c h a c c u m u l a t e d over t h e 
g r a v e y a r d in t h e M e d i e v a l p e r i o d , and was perhaps u t i l i s e d as a c a u s e w a y / t r a c k w a y , 
was i d e n t i f i e d . 



Introduction 

The site is located on the western side of the City of Cambridge (Figure 1) to the 
north of West Road and to the west of Queens Road (TL 442 582). The underlying 
geology is the 1st/2nd gravel terraces of the River Cam. The archaeological 
excavation was conducted in A p r i l and M a y 2000 in anticipation of the extension of 
King's Garden Hostel accommodation block, which borders the King's Fellows 
garden (Figure 2). The area of excavation focused on the footprint of the new 
building but also extended to the west so that the graves identified in the evaluation 
of the previous year (Whittaker 1999) could be fully recorded and lifted. 

The work was carried out in line with a brief from the Archaeology Section of 
Cambridgeshire County Council . The project was undertaken by the Cambridge 
Archaeological Unit on behalf of King's College. 

Figure 1: Site Location within Cambridge 

Historical Background and Previous Archaeological W o r k 

The site lies to the north of an area of reported Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon burials at 
Newnham and to the south of the well-known Anglo-Saxon cemetery at St. John's 
Playing Field which is dated between the m i d 5th and 7th centuries A D (Fox 1923: 
242). Building work undertaken along Grange Road and Clarkson Road at the 
beginning of the 20th century revealed clusters of Roman and Anglo-Saxon finds 



(SMR 05049 and 05049A). More recent excavations undertaken within St John's 
Playing Fields found evidence of Bronze Age features and the corner of a Romano-
British field system just east of Akeman Street (the Roman Road is thought to run in 
a north-east to south-west alignment to the west of the Garden Hostel) (Evans 1991a, 
1991b). In 1992 excavations at Burrell's Walk revealed the northern margin of a 
probable Roman settlement complex, with prehistoric features also present (Gdaniec 
1992). However, more recent work in the area at St. Chad's (Whittaker 1998) and at 
St. John's School (Mortimer 1995) found no archaeological remains. A ditch of 
probable Iron Age/Romano-British date was found during fieldwork in 1996 in the 
grounds of the University Library immediately to the north-west (Gibson 1996). 
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Figure 2: Location of Excavation 

In the Medieval period the area was part of an extensive system of open-field 
agriculture, the West Fields of Cambridge (Hall & Ravensdale 1976). This was a 
large area extending from Huntingdon Road westwards to Barton Road, separated 
from the town to the east by a wide stretch of water meadows running alongside the 
River Cam. The immediate area of the site is seen to underlie a broad west/east 
aligned headland, leading over the meadows as a trackway and to a bridge over the 
Cam (Figure 3). 
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Figure 3: Plan of the West Fields, taken from Ravensdale and Hall (1976) 



In February 1999 an archaeological evaluation of the Hostel site was undertaken by 
the C A U (Whittaker 1999). The evaluation consisted of five trenches, totalling 
28.7m, in which were identified three inhumations that cut a buried soil and were 
sealed by a Medieval headland and modern garden soil. The three inhumations, on 
differing alignments, were partially exposed but in accordance with the 
archaeological brief they were left i n s i t u . The grave goods accompanying two of the 
individuals were lifted during the evaluation and their subsequent examination 
dated the burial ground to the Saxon period. 

Methodology 

Access to the site was restricted and made problematic by its overall small size, its 
depth (1.20-1.40m), the imposition of tree preservation orders and the presence of a 
live cable, which ran through the site. Where trees and shrubs had been removed 
prior to the excavation and building work their substantial root systems had caused 
significant disturbance to the archaeology. Difficulties were encountered with the 
management of machine-excavated spoil and it was necessary to remove it in three 
stages, backfilling areas once they had been cleared of archaeological remains. 

The unit-modified version of the Museum of London recording system was 
employed throughout (Spence 1990) to locate and record archaeological features. 
Discrete stratigraphic entities, a grave cut or its f i l l , were assigned individual 
context numbers and these are represented in the text within square brackets, e.g. 
[001]. Feature numbers were assigned to complete archaeological Features, a 
graves' cut, fil l and the body therein (e.g. F l ) . The skeletons were drawn at 1:10 and 
sections and base plans were drawn at 1:20 and 1:50 respectively. There is a black 
and white photographic record supplemented by colour slides and digital images. 
Environmental bulk samples, soil samples and pollen samples were taken from 
appropriate contexts. 

As the cemetery forms the bulk of this report the methodologies used in the 
osteological analysis of the human remains is presented here. General methods used 
are those of Bass (1992), Buikstra and Ubelaker (1994) and Steele and Bramblett 
(1988). A n assessment of age was based on the stages of dental eruption and 
epithyseal union, on the degree of dental attrition (Brothwell, 1981) and where 
possible on changes to the pubic symphysis (Brooks and Suchey, 1990) and the 
auricular surface. The following age categories are used: 

f o e t u s / neonate 

y o u n g a d u l t 
m i d d l e a d u l t 
m a t u r e a d u l t 

infant 
j u v e n i l e 
s u b a d u l t 

<6 m o n t h s 
0-4 years 

5-12 years 
13-18 years 
19-25 years 
26-45 years 
45 years + 

There may be overlaps between categories or a broad category, such as adult, where 
insufficient evidence was present. 



The sex of the individual adults was ascertained where possible from sexually 
dimorphic traits on the pelvis and the skull and from metrical data. N o attempt was 
made to sex immature individuals. N o estimate of stature was made for this 
assessment. 

When recording the orientation of the bodies/graves, the position of the head is 
referred to first. 

The Excavation Results 

The area of excavation and all the excavated features are shown in Figure 4. 

P r e h i s t o r i c A c t i v i t y 
The earliest feature identified is a late Bronze Age/early Iron Age pit, F.21, close to 
the centre of the site. The pit is oval and vertical sided (1.27m x 0.97m x 0.40m) and 
the lower fi l l [086] contained fifty-four pottery sherds (several of which were 
decorated), burnt flint, animal bone, including antler, and wood charcoal. The 
pottery derives from at least 10 separate vessels (Appendix 3). 

Prehistoric activity in the vicinity is also evidenced by a small quantity of residual 
worked flint and pottery which was recovered from the buried soil, several of the 
grave fills and the later Medieval plough soils. 

The B u r i e d S o i l 
A buried soil, [053], through which the graves were cut, was identified across most 
of the site. The maximum depth of this layer was only 0.15m and it thinned to 
nothing in the southeast of the area. The interface between it and the Medieval 
plough soil above was irregular and difficult to distinguish even i n section; the 
buried soil was, however, paler and less stony. Very few finds were recovered from 
this deposit, however some worked flint, and pottery sherds from the late Bronze 
Age/early Iron Age, the Roman and Saxon periods were identified. 

The Cemetery 
The main focus of the excavation was the Saxon Cemetery originally identified in 
the evaluation (Figures 4 and 5). Twenty-one individuals (including the three which 
had previously been identified) were recorded and excavated. Infants, juveniles, 
sub-adults and adults (male and female) are represented in the burial group. The 
orientation of the graves is variable; both north-south and east-west. Two prone 
burials, F10 and F32, and one double burial, F l l (adult and child) were identified. 
Five of the skeletons had accompanying grave goods; these included iron knives, 
spindle whorls, bracelets, a bronze bowl, a bone comb and an iron spear. 

N o boundary to the cemetery was identified although the absence of graves in the 
south and far east of the site may indicate that it never extended in these directions. 
It is probable however that it extended/extends to the west (under the university 
car park); a grave-shaped feature was identified to the south west of grave F3 but as 
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it extended beyond the limit of excavation and was not threatened by the building 
work it was not investigated further. It is also possible that the cemetery extends to 
the northeast. 

Three graves (F12, F26 and F29) would appear to have been disturbed by Medieval 
or possibly earlier ploughing. This phase in the sites chronology w i l l be addressed 
below (page 30) after the osteological and artefactual section of the text. 

As the site consists primarily of a series of inhumations, with and without grave 
goods, the report w i l l reflect this with the human osteological and artefact 
information forming the bulk of the text. Only material which has been 
intentionally buried with the bodies w i l l be discussed here; pottery, flint etc. within 
grave fills w i l l appear in the Appendices. The burial assemblages have been 
examined by Sam Lucy and her assessment of the material is directly quoted in the 
text. Each object, or group of linked objects, is discussed under the relevant Feature 
and is assigned a unique Small Find number (e.g. SF1). 

The Inhumations are presented in Feature Number order within two groups. The 
five which contained grave goods (Features 1, 2, 28, 31 and 32) comprise the first 
group, those without (Features 3, 10-16, 19 and 25-27) the second. The following 
observations are presented in tabular form on page 27. 



) 

Figure 4: Area of Excavation illustrating all the excavated features (graves are stippled) 



Figure 5: Layout of the Cemetery 



I n h u m a t i o n s W i t h G r a v e Goods 

Feature 1 
T h i s i n d i v i d u a l w a s p a r t i a l l y u n c o v e r e d i n the e v a l u a t i o n 

Skeleton [ 0 1 2 ] 

A g e : y o u n g a d u l t (based o n the degree of d e n t a l wear) 

Sex: female 

O r i e n t a t i o n : west-east 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : s u p i n e . The legs are ex tended a n d the arms 
are s l i g h t l y f l exed at the e l b o w s (the r ight m o r e so than the left) 
w i t h the r ight h a n d res t ing p a l m d o w n o n the h i p a n d the left 
h a n d over the p e l v i s . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : poor ; a l l the l o n g bones have m i s s i n g / d a m a g e d 
e p i p h y s e a l ends , n o r ibs or vertebrae s u r v i v e a n d e lements f r o m 
the h a n d s / f e e t are m i s s i n g or s u r v i v e o n l y as scraps. The 
surfaces of a l l the s u r v i v i n g bones are v e r y a b r a d e d . 

D e n t i t i o n : 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 / 1 2 3 / 5 6 7 8 
8 7 6 5 4 3 / / / 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : m e d i u m deposi ts of ca lculus w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the b u c c a l aspects of the left 
m a x i l l a r y p r e m o l a r s a n d m o l a r s a n d o n the l i n g u a l aspects of the s u r v i v i n g m a n d i b u l a r d e n t i t i o n . 
L i n e s of e n a m e l h y p o p l a s i a w e r e o b s e r v e d o n the s u r v i v i n g inc isors , canines a n d o n the m a x i l l a r y 
p r e m o l a r s . A l t h o u g h not p a t h o l o g i c a l it s h o u l d be n o t e d that the degree of d e n t a l a t t r i t i o n is u n e v e n ; 
the r ight s ide is m o r e h e a v i l y w o r n than the left. 

P a t h o l o g y : none o b s e r v e d . 

B u r i a l A s s e m b l a g e : 

SF2 A w h i t e , f la t tened, c i rcular b e a d or p e n d a n t , p o s s i b l y of c h a l k (but i d e n t i f i c a t i o n uncer ta in ) , 
s u r r o u n d e d b y a decora ted s i lver b a n d . R e s e m b l i n g a f i n g e r - r i n g , this b a n d is i n d e n t e d t o p a n d 
b o t t o m w i t h s m a l l t r i a n g u l a r s tamps, a n d is scored r o u g h l y a r o u n d its c i r c u m f e r e n c e w i t h a s h a l l o w 
i n c i s e d l ine . A g r o o v e i n the c h a l k at one place m a y indica te that it h a d been s u s p e n d e d , a n d its 
p o s i t i o n i n the area of the u p p e r r ight chest of the ske le ton w o u l d s u p p o r t this . T h i s p e n d a n t is of 
ex t remely u n u s u a l f o r m , a n d is p o s s i b l y u n i q u e . If this is the case, then d a t i n g b y para l l e l s is 
o b v i o u s l y d i f f i c u l t , b u t the use of s ingle pendants has b e e n suggested to be character is t ic of s e v e n t h 
century A n g l o - S a x o n b u r i a l (Geake 1997: 41). 

SF3 A s m a l l , i r o n k n i f e b lade f ragment , m i s s i n g its p o i n t , b u t w i t h parts of the t a n g r e m a i n i n g . T h e 
degree of c o r r o s i o n makes it h a r d to tel l , but there are i n d i c a t i o n s that it h a d a s t ra ight base a n d 
c u r v e d back, but n o closer d a t i n g than that of 5th to 8th c e n t u r y can be ass igned . Its p o s i t i o n i n the 
area s l i g h t l y above the left h i p is s l ight ly u n u s u a l , p e r h a p s sugges t ing that it w a s a t tached to a bel t or 
g i r d l e , rather than s u s p e n d e d f r o m it, as is often the case. 

SF8 S m a l l c o p p e r a l l o y b o w l , a p p r o x i m a t e d iameter 19-20 c m , i n a f r a g m e n t a r y (and u n c o n s e r v e d ) 
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c o n d i t i o n . A p o r t i o n of the r i m a n d its connected side does, h o w e v e r , s u r v i v e intact , a n d this suggests 
a s h a l l o w b o w l , w i t h a decora ted o u t - t u r n e d r i m . The d e c o r a t i o n (to j u d g e f r o m a n X - r a y ) seems to 
consist of s m a l l , e v e n l y spaced indenta t ions i m p r e s s e d f r o m above , a l t h o u g h v i s u a l i n s p e c t i o n of the 
s o m e w h a t c o r r o d e d r i m confl ic ts w i t h this i n r e s e m b l i n g s m a l l bosses p u s h e d u p f r o m b e l o w . T h e 
shape of the base is i m p o s s i b l e to d i s c e r n f r o m its present c o n d i t i o n . T h e vesse l appears not to be a 
h a n g i n g - b o w l (as there are no s ign of any escutcheons), a n d a p p e a r s to be of s i m p l e f o r m . 

SF9 S m a l l w o r k e d stone s p i n d l e - w h o r l , w i t h flat base a n d a d o m e d top . T h i s w a s qui te t h i n , w i t h a 
large centra l hole . There w a s n o noticeable decorat ion . Its p o s i t i o n b e t w e e n the th ighs m a y indicate 
s u s p e n s i o n f r o m a belt or g i r d l e , rather than its use as a be l t - toggle (as suggested b y L e t h b r i d g e 1931: 
76) . There is some suggest ion that s u c h p l a n o - c o n v e x w h o r l s are s e v e n t h century i n date (see G e a k e 
1997: 59), b u t l i t t le c o m p a r a t i v e w o r k has been d o n e . 

W i t h its s i l v e r - b a n d e d p e n d a n t a n d b r o n z e b o w l , this grave is one of the most r i c h l y f u r n i s h e d of the 
s a m p l e , w i t h severa l i n d i c a t i o n s of a b u r i a l date i n the seventh c e n t u r y . 

Feature 2 

T h i s i n d i v i d u a l w a s p a r t i a l l y u n c o v e r e d i n the e v a l u a t i o n 

Skeleton [ 0 0 8 ] 

A g e : y o u n g / m i d d l e a d u l t (based sole ly o n denta l wear) 

Sex: ? female 

O r i e n t a t i o n : west-east 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : s u p i n e w i t h legs ex tended a n d arms f l e x e d at 
e l b o w s so that the left w r i s t rests o n the r ight i n the area of the 
s t e r n u m . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : p o o r . The surfaces of a l l s u r v i v i n g bones are 
ex t remely a b r a d e d / w e a t h e r e d 

D e n t i t i o n : 

- - 6 5 .4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
U 7 6 5 4 3 2 / 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : a large (5mm) car ious l e s i o n w a s r e c o r d e d o n the o c c l u s a l / U n g u a l aspects of the 
left 3 r d m a n d i b u l a r m o l a r . B e l o w this tooth there is a large , d e e p abscess (16x10x15mm deep) , w h i c h 
dra ins in to the m o u t h a n d has w i d e n e d a n d d e e p e n e d the socket so that the tooth w i t h caries is 
ex t remely loose. There are flecks of ca lculus o n a l l of the s u r v i v i n g teeth a n d s l ight h y p o p l a s i a s o n the 
canines a n d V p r e m o l a r s . 

P a t h o l o g y : none o b s e r v e d 

B u r i a l A s s e m b l a g e : 
SF1 S m a l l c o p p e r a l l o y p i n , w i t h a r i d g e d t e r m i n a l e n d i n g i n a s m a l l d o m e . T h e p i n is s l i g h t l y bent 
a n d t h i n n e d t o w a r d s the t e r m i n a l . Its locat ion o n the r ibs suggests its use as a dress fas tening, 
p e r h a p s for some f o r m of h e a d c o v e r i n g (Geake 1997: 67 - the a l ternat ive use as shroud- fas tener is 
r u l e d out i n this instance d u e to the other grave-goods f o u n d ) . S i n g l e p i n s are, h o w e v e r , d i f f i c u l t to 
date, as they r e m a i n i n use for the w h o l e of the p e r i o d of f u r n i s h e d b u r i a l . 

SF4 D - s e c t i o n , copper a l l o y bracelet , w i d e n i n g , then f o r m i n g a p o i n t at the t e r m i n a l s w h i c h have 
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been m a d e to o v e r l a p . F r o m the p o i n t at w h i c h the ends of the bracelet w i d e n , they are decorated 
w i t h t w o centra l p a r a l l e l grooves w h i c h r u n to the t e r m i n a l p o i n t s . These g r o o v e s w e r e then 
themselves s t a m p e d w i t h s l ight ly i r r e g u l a r l y - s p a c e d dots . A t the t w o w i d e s t p o i n t s , the bracelet w a s 
further o r n a m e n t e d w i t h o u t w a r d - f a c i n g arcs at top a n d b o t t o m , w h i c h m a y also h a v e a s t a m p e d dot 
at the apex. T h i s d e c o r a t i o n serves to resemble a snakeshead. Its l o c a t i o n i n assoc ia t ion w i t h the 
p u r s e - r i n g , a n d not o n a w r i s t , i m p l i e s that it w a s conta ined w i t h i n a b a g s u s p e n d e d f r o m the wais t . 
D a t i n g of this artefact is uncer ta in (it m a y be of R o m a n date). 

SF5 H e a v y p l a i n c o p p e r a l l o y r i n g of near -c i rcu lar section. In ternal slots a n d p r o b a b l e m i n e r a l -
p r e s e r v e d texti le suggest its use as a p u r s e - r i n g , an in terpre ta t ion w h i c h is s u p p o r t e d b y its loca t ion 
just b e l o w the r ight h i p , i n con junct ion w i t h the bracelet, w h i c h it p r o b a b l y c o n t a i n e d . T h e d iameter 
of 6 9 m m falls w i t h i n the n o r m a l range for b a g r ings (Geake 1997: 80-81). D a t i n g is d i f f i c u l t , as bags 
are f o u n d i n graves t h r o u g h o u t the p e r i o d of f u r n i s h e d b u r i a l , a l t h o u g h the i r use as containers for 
s m a l l objects m a y be a seventh- or e ighth-century feature ( ibid.) . 

SF6 S m a l l i r o n k n i f e , w i t h a straight base a n d c u r v e d back. T h e r e m a i n s of a n organic 
s c a b b a r d / s h e a t h are v i s i b l e , as are those of a s m a l l i r o n s u s p e n s i o n r i n g at the h a n d l e e n d . The kni fe 
is comple te , i n c l u d i n g the t ip a n d tang, a n d the conservator r e c o g n i s e d m i n e r a l i s e d h o r n o n the 
h a n d l e . Its l o c a t i o n w i t h i n the grave suggested s u s p e n s i o n f r o m the w a i s t , as it l a y u n d e r n e a t h the 
p u r s e - r i n g . D a t i n g of k n i v e s is d i f f i c u l t , as l i t t le s t u d y has been m a d e of c h r o n o l o g i c a l changes i n 
kni fe types , a n d they are f o u n d t h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e p e r i o d of f u r n i s h e d b u r i a l . 

The dress p i n , k n i f e a n d b a g assemblage are a l l ev idence that this p e r s o n w a s b u r i e d c l o t h e d , a n d w a s 
p r o b a b l y female , as dress p i n s a n d bags are m o r e c o m m o n l y associated w i t h females . If the bracelet is 
of R o m a n type , this m a y represent a c u r a t e d i t e m or c u r i o b e i n g c a r r i e d i n a b a g . T h e i tems 
c o m p r i s i n g the b a g assemblage are i l l u s t r a t e d i n plate l a after c o n s e r v a t i o n . 

Feature 28 

Skeleton [ 1 1 3 ] 

A g e : m a t u r e a d u l t 

Sex: female 

O r i e n t a t i o n : w e s t - s o u t h w e s t / east-northeast 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : S u p i n e w i t h arms a n d legs ex tended . The 
head a n d some of the c e r v i c a l a n d thoracic vertebrae have been 
d i s p l a c e d b y earl ier a c t i v i t y / p l o u g h i n g (see d i s c u s s i o n b e l o w ) . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : N o n e of the l o n g bones are c o m p l e t e 

D e n t i t i o n : 

X X X X / / X X x x x x x x x x 

L o o s e teeth: the r ight m a x i l l a r y 3 r d m o l a r 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : a l l bar one of the teeth h a v e been lost ante m o r t e m . T h e s u r v i v i n g tooth exhibi ts 
s l ight ca lcu lus o n a l l aspects, i n c l u d i n g the o c c l u s a l surface. 
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P a t h o l o g y : D e g e n e r a t i v e changes, i n c l u d i n g a n increase i n p o r o s i t y , os teophytes a n d e b u r n a t i o n 
( p o l i s h i n g of the bone) w e r e r e c o r d e d t h r o u g h o u t the v e r t e b r a l c o l u m n . S i m i l a r changes w e r e 
o b s e r v e d o n the s u p e r i o r processes of the s a c r u m a n d the costal facets of the r ibs . 

B u r i a l A s s e m b l a g e : 
SF10 L o n g , s l i m , d o u b l e - s i d e d compos i te bone or antler c o m b , w i t h a lmost a l l its teeth b r o k e n (plate 
l b ) . A r o w of n i n e i r o n r ivets r u n n i n g a l o n g the centre of the c o m b s e r v e d to fasten the three plates 
together. Fa int cross-hatch d e c o r a t i o n w a s apparent o n b o t h the front a n d rear at tachment plates o n 
one s ide o n l y , sugges t ing that s i m i l a r decora t ion m a y once h a v e b e e n present o n the other e n d of the 
c o m b . O t h e r d e c o r a t i o n m a y also h a v e once been present. W h i l e s e v e n t h - c e n t u r y i n h u m a t i o n s are 
somet imes associated w i t h s i n g l e - s i d e d , h u m p e d b a c k c o m p o s i t e c o m b s , the p o p u l a r i t y of d o u b l e -
s i d e d c o m p o s i t e c o m b s does not seem to dec l ine b e t w e e n the f i f th a n d the seventh centuries (Geake 
1997: 63). It is therefore d i f f i c u l t to date accurately . Its p o s i t i o n u n d e r n e a t h the left s h o u l d e r m a y 
suggest either del iberate p lacement (rather than f o r m i n g a part of the dress - G e a k e 1997: 63), or that 
it f o r m e d part of the bag-assemblage , w h i c h m a y have b e e n d i s t u r b e d . 

SF11 S m a l l c o p p e r a l l o y b u c k l e , s i n g l e - t o n g u e d , w i t h a D - s h a p e d l o o p a n d a t r i a n g u l a r plate w i t h 
three r ivets at the base a n d a l o b e d t e r m i n a l . Some m i n e r a l - p r e s e r v e d fabr ic is p r e s e r v e d a r o u n d the 
tongue . The t r i a n g u l a r plate is decora ted w i t h i n c i s e d dots . T h i s , a l t h o u g h a s m a l l a n d r e l a t i v e l y p l a i n 
e x a m p l e , is a characterist ic seventh-century type (Geake 1997: 76-7). Its p o s i t i o n i n the chest area 
suggested that it d i d not act as a bel t - fastening, so it m a y have fastened a strap, or p o s s i b l y a b a g (or 
been c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n a bag) . 

SF12 P r o b a b l e r e - u s e d c o i n , p r e s u m a b l y of R o m a n date, w i t h a t h i n rec tangular c o p p e r a l l o y plate 
s e e m i n g l y at tached to one s ide , f o r m i n g a w i d e l o o p , p r e s u m a b l y for s u s p e n s i o n . O n the other s ide 
are some w e l l - p r e s e r v e d textile remains , a n d the f r a g m e n t a r y r e m a i n s of a fur ther c o p p e r a l l o y 
rec tangular plate , of u n c e r t a i n f u n c t i o n . T h i s m a y have been a c o i n r e - u s e d as a p e n d a n t , w i t h a c r u d e 
l o o p o n the rear for s u s p e n s i o n , a l t h o u g h it is m o r e c o m m o n for s u c h coins to be p i e r c e d or h a v e a 
l o o p a r o u n d the r i m i ns te ad (Geake 1997: 32). R e - u s e d R o m a n coins are s o m e t i m e s f o u n d i n seventh-
century b a g assemblages ( ibid. ) , a l t h o u g h they are also f o u n d i n ear l ier graves w o r n as p e n d a n t s . 
C o r r o d e d together w i t h the c o i n w a s a f r a g m e n t a r y piece of i r o n , w h i c h w a s p r e s u m a b l y once 
at tached to the other c o r r o d e d piece of i r o n f o u n d next to it , w h i c h h a d a centra l r o d v i s i b l e . T h e 
p u r p o s e / f u n c t i o n of the i r o n artefact(s) is uncer ta in , b u t it does not a p p e a r to f o r m part of the c o i n 
pendant , a n d the w h o l e is not a b r o o c h . 

SF16 S m a l l c o p p e r a l l o y h o o k , w i t h the remains of a n i r o n r ive t d e c a y e d i n its ho le , associated w i t h a 
c o p p e r a l l o y r ivet . T h e shaft of the h o o k is decorated w i t h three i n c i s e d b a n d s at e i ther e n d . A l s o i n 
the same area w e r e a piece of c o p p e r a l l o y plate a n d a f ragment of u n k n o w n m a t e r i a l . Exact para l l e l s 
to the h o o k a n d r ivet are k n o w n f r o m the seventh-century cemetery at B u r w e l l , i n C a m b r i d g e s h i r e , i n 
grave nos. 3, 6, 83 a n d 97 ( L e t h b r i d g e 1931). W h i l e L e t h b r i d g e s a w these as h o o k - f a s t e n i n g s for a 
w o o d e n b o x or case ( i b i d : 48), G e a k e (1997: 81) argues that their assoc iat ion w i t h p e r f o r a t e d leather at 
B e k e s b o u r n e a n d P a i n s t h o r p e W o l d is ev idence for their use w i t h f lex ib le bags or p o u c h e s . T h e 
p o s i t i o n of the h o o k a n d r ivet i n the area of the left breast i m p l i e s a b a g w a s p l a c e d ei ther o n the chest 
of the deceased, or b e h i n d the back. 

SF17 L a r g e , f lat -based b o n e s p i n d l e - w h o r l w i t h d o m e d top a n d c i r c u l a r ho le t h r o u g h the centre. N o 
noticeable d e c o r a t i o n . Its p l a n o - c o n v e x f o r m m a y suggest a seventh c e n t u r y date (Geake 1997: 59), 
a l t h o u g h this is far f r o m clear. Its p o s i t i o n u n d e r n e a t h the h e a d is u n u s u a l , a l t h o u g h it s h o u l d be 
n o t e d that the h e a d of the ske le ton h a d been d i s t u r b e d p r e v i o u s to e x c a v a t i o n . T h e w h o r l m a y , 
therefore, have once f o r m e d part of the bag-assemblage. 

T h i s grave , a l t h o u g h d i s t u r b e d i n the h e a d reg ion , has p r o d u c e d clear e v i d e n c e for a seventh-century 
b a g or p o u c h depos i t . P r o b a b l y fastened b y the h o o k a n d r ivet , it p r e s u m a b l y c o n t a i n e d the re -used 
c o i n , the u n i d e n t i f i e d i r o n w h i c h h a d c o r r o d e d onto it, the piece of c o p p e r a l l o y plate associated w i t h 
the h o o k , a n d p o s s i b l y also the t r i a n g u l a r b u c k l e . The c o m b (plate l b ) f o u n d b e h i n d the left s h o u l d e r , 
a n d the s p i n d l e - w h o r l u n d e r n e a t h the head m a y also have once f o r m e d part of this depos i t , b u t w e r e 
d i s t u r b e d f r o m their o r i g i n a l pos i t ions . 
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Plate lb: Bone Comb from Skeleton [113] 



G i v e n the lack of other artefacts i n this grave, this m a y represent a b a g w h i c h w a s p l a c e d i n the grave 
before the in te rment of the skele ton, rather than, as is m o r e u s u a l , b e i n g s u s p e n d e d f r o m the w a i s t . 

Feature 31 

Skeleton [ 1 2 2 ] 

A g e : m i d d l e a d u l t 

Sex: male 

O r i e n t a t i o n : wes t - southwest /eas t -nor theas t 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : s u p i n e a n d e x t e n d e d . The r ight h a n d rests o n 
the i n n e r t h i g h a n d the left l e g is s l i g h t l y f lexed at the knee . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : m o d e r a t e . T h e p u b i c s y m p h y s i s is m i s s i n g a n d 
the ends of the l o n g bones are d a m a g e d , as are the vertebrae, 
r ibs a n d d ig i t s . 

D e n t i t i o n : 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
/ 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : s l ight depos i ts of ca lculus w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the b u c c a l a n d U n g u a l aspects of the 
s u r v i v i n g d e n t i t i o n . 

P a t h o l o g y : extra b o n e or enthosopathies were n o t e d o n the r ight p e l v i s , at the s u p e r i o r aspect of the 
a u r i c u l a r surface, a n d s i m i l a r l y o n the super ior m a r g i n of the a u r i c u l a r m a r g i n of the s a c r u m . T h e 
p e l v i s a n d the s a c r u m w o u l d appear to have started to fuse o n the r i g h t s ide p r i o r to dea th . C h a n g e s 
i n d i c a t i v e of degenerat ive joint disease i n the spine (osteophytes , S c h m o r l ' s n o d e s a n d a n increase i n 
poros i ty ) w e r e r e c o r d e d o n l o w e r thoracic a n d u p p e r l u m b a r vertebrae . A n erosive l e s i o n (6mm) w a s 
o b s e r v e d o n the h e a d of the r ight ta lus , w h e r e it art iculates w i t h the n a v i c u l a r . 

B u r i a l A s s e m b l a g e : 
SF13 L a r g e i r o n haf ted spearhead . T h i s is leaf -shaped, w i t h a sp l i t c i r c u l a r haft, a n d w o u l d appear to 
be a e x a m p l e of S w a n t o n ' s type C 2 . There appear to be f r a g m e n t a r y r e m a i n s s t i l l w i t h i n the shaft , a n d 
these are p r e s u m a b l y the remains of the w o o d e n spear. The s p e a r h e a d is intact, i n c l u d i n g the p o i n t , 
a n d it has a n o v e r a l l l e n g t h of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 36cm, a n d m a x i m u m b l a d e w i d t h of a p p r o x . 4 c m . 
S w a n t o n (1974:10) g ives the range of lengths of spearheads of t y p e C 2 as b e t w e e n 20cm a n d 35cm, so 
this w o u l d m a k e this a large e x a m p l e , but it does not appear to f a l l i n t o the larger type C 3 , as it does 
not have the smal le r p r o p o r t i o n of socket length to b lade l e n g t h of this t y p e . Spearheads of type C 2 
are f o u n d i n earl ier A n g l o - S a x o n contexts, but most appear to date to the seventh c e n t u r y or later 
( ib id . ; G e a k e 1997: 70). 

SF14 (a) larger i r o n k n i f e / s e a x w i t h straight c u t t i n g edge a n d c u r v i n g back . H e a v i l y c o r r o d e d , w i t h 
poss ible traces of a n organic h a n d l e , a n d the t ip b r o k e n off. 
(b) smal le r i r o n k n i f e , v e r y b a d l y c o r r o d e d , b r o k e n at the t i p , but w i t h the tang r e m a i n i n g . 

W h i l e k n i v e s o n their o w n are h a r d to date accurately, the d i s c o v e r y of t w o k n i v e s together w i t h a 
spearhead s t r o n g l y suggests a seventh-century date, as pa i rs of k n i v e s are m o r e c o m m o n i n the 
seventh century than earl ier . 
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Feature 32 

Skeleton [125] 

A g e : o l d e r j u v e n i l e / y o u n g s u b a d u l t (12 years±30months ) 

Sex : -

O r i e n t a t i o n : n o r t h - n o r t h w e s t / s o u t h - s o u t h e a s t 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : prone . T h e h e a d faces east w i t h the c h i n 
r e s t i n g o n the grave base. L e f t a r m lies e x t e n d e d b e l o w the 
b o d y , the r i g h t a r m is f lexed so that the h a n d is bes ide the r i g h t 
s h o u l d e r . T h e legs are s l ight ly f l e x e d t o w a r d s the east a n d the 
r ight f e m u r crosses the left. 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : g o o d . 

D e n t i t i o n : 

u 7 6 5 4 3 / / 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U 
E 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 E 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : flecks of ca l cu lus w e r e r e c o r d e d on the U n g u a l aspect of the r i g h t m a n d i b u l a r I s 1 

m o l a r a n d l ines of enamel h y p o p l a s i a w e r e o b s e r v e d o n the m a n d i b u l a r canines . 

P a t h o l o g y : none observed . 

B u r i a l A s s e m b l a g e : 
SF15 t w o f r a g m e n t e d kni fe b l a d e f ragments , w h i c h d o not a d j o i n , c o m p r i s i n g the t i p of a b l a d e a n d a 
shaft f ragment . The shaft seems r e l a t i v e l y s t ra ight -s ided, b u t this is d i f f i c u l t to j u d g e , g i v e n the 
degree of c o r r o s i o n . N o tang or h a n d l e r e m a i n s . T h i s is thus d i f f i c u l t to date, other t h a n g e n e r a l l y to 
the p e r i o d of f u r n i s h e d b u r i a l . It is , h o w e v e r , i n a n u n u s u a l p o s i t i o n , b y the feet of this p r o n e b u r i a l , 
a n d thus m a y not have f o r m e d part of the dress of the i n d i v i d u a l b u r i e d , but rather b e e n d e p o s i t e d as 
a separate o f f e r i n g w i t h i n the grave . 
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I n h u m a t i o n s W i t h o u t G r a v e Goods 

Feature 3 
T h i s i n d i v i d u a l w a s o r i g i n a l l y i d e n t i f i e d i n the e v a l u a t i o n 

Skeleton [028] 

A g e : mature a d u l t 

Sex: male 

O r i e n t a t i o n : n o r t h - n o r t h w e s t / south-southeast 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : s u p i n e . Legs ex tended but s l i g h t l y f l e x e d . 
R i g h t a r m e x t e n d e d , left a r m f lexed at e l b o w , across a b d o m e n 
w i t h h a n d res t ing o n r ight e l b o w . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : excel lent a l t h o u g h sl ight machine d a m a g e to 
s k u l l , left p e l v i s , f e m u r a n d h u m e r u s . 

D e n t i t i o n : 

8 7 X 5 / 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 X X X 8 
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : m e d i u m / h e a v y deposits of ca lculus w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the l i n g u a l aspects of b o t h 
r ight 3 r d molars a n d the left m a n d i b u l a r 2 n d a n d 3 r d . A large caries w a s n o t e d o n the d i s t a l surface of 
the 2"d r ight m a x i l l a r y m o l a r . F o u r teeth have been lost a n t e m o r t e m ; the sockets of b o t h the left a n d 
the r ight m a x i l l a r y 3 r d m o l a r s are comple te ly hea led i n d i c a t i n g that they w e r e lost s o m e t i m e before 
death , whereas the sockets for the left m a x i l l a r y 2 n d p r e m o l a r a n d 2 n d m o l a r are s t i l l v i s i b l e a n d w e r e 
lost nearer to dea th . A l l the s u r v i v i n g teeth exhibi t severe d e n t a l w e a r . E n a m e l h y p o p l a s i a s w e r e 
r e c o r d e d o n seven of the s u r v i v i n g teeth. 

P a t h o l o g y : a p r o b a b l e fracture (healed) of the r ight c l a v i c l e w a s r e c o r d e d . T h e c l a v i c l e , a l t h o u g h 
s l i g h t l y d a m a g e d is severe ly foreshortened i n c o m p a r i s o n to the left (138mm c o m p a r e d to 173mm). 
The la tera l t h i r d of the bone has th i ckened a n d here there is a p l a q u e of s m o o t h r e m o d e l l e d l a m e l l a r 
bone o n the i n f e r i o r surface. A l t h o u g h the super ior surface is d a m a g e d there is a s m a l l c loachae o n 
the poster ior aspect of the bone . The fracture w o u l d a p p e a r to be i n a n a d v a n c e d stage of h e a l i n g 
a l t h o u g h the cloacae m a y w e l l be evidence of a secondary i n f e c t i o n . 

S c h m o r l ' s nodes , increased poros i ty a n d m a r g i n a l os teophytes o n the bodies of the l o w e r vertebrae 
(L2-L5) were r e c o r d e d . These are changes characterist ic of degenera t ive joint disease of the sp ine . 

T h e m e t o p i c suture is s t i l l v i s ib le ; this is a n o n metr ic trait ra ther than a p a t h o l o g y . 
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Feature 10 

Skeleton [051] 

A g e : o l d e r s u b a d u l t 

Sex: ? 

O r i e n t a t i o n : west-east 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : p r o n e . T h e h e a d ( d a m a g e d b y the machine) 
lies o n its r ight s ide fac ing south , the r ight a r m is tight against 
the b o d y a n d f l exed at the e l b o w so that the h a n d rests b e l o w 
the p e l v i s , w h i l e the left a r m is a g a i n t ight against the b o d y b u t 
ex tended . T h e legs are s l i g h t l y f l exed at the knees t o w a r d s the 
s o u t h / l e f t . T h e skeleton has been d i s t u r b e d b y a n i m a l 
b u r r o w i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the s t o m a c h r e g i o n . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : modera te , a l t h o u g h the surface of m a n y of the 
s u r v i v i n g bones is a b r a d e d . 

D e n t i t i o n : 

- 7 6 5 4 3 2 / / / / / 5 6 7 E 
U 7 6 5 4 3 2 / / 2 3 4 5 6 7 E 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : depos i ts of ca l cu lus w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the b u c c a l a n d U n g u a l aspects of a l l the 
s u r v i v i n g teeth. The sever i ty of the depos i ts r a n g e d f r o m shght to h e a v y ; a lmost the ent i re b u c c a l 
aspect of the m a n d i b u l a r a n d m a x i l l a r y inc i sor c r o w n s a n d m a n d i b u l a r canines is c o v e r e d i n 
m i n e r a h s e d p l a q u e . S m o o t h , c r e a m l a m e l l a r bone w i t h s o m e p i t t i n g w a s r e c o r d e d above the 
m a x i l l a r y m o l a r s , p r e m o l a r s a n d canines , p a r t i c u l a r l y o n the left s ide . S i m i l a r changes , b u t less severe 
w e r e o b s e r v e d o n the m a n d i b l e . These changes are i n d i c a t i v e of p e r i o d o n t a l disease w h i c h is l a r g e l y 
caused b y the b u i l d u p of ca l cu lus deposi ts i n the crevices b e t w e e n the teeth a n d soft t issue a n d the 
bone of the j a w . T h e m a n d i b u l a r p r e m o l a r s exhibi t Unes of e n a m e l h y p o p l a s i a . A l t h o u g h not 
p a t h o l o g i c a l it s h o u l d be n o t e d that the w e a r o n the T' m o l a r s a n d the s u r v i v i n g i n c i s o r s is h e a v y 
c o n s i d e r i n g the y o u t h of the i n d i v i d u a l . 

P a t h o l o g y : none o b s e r v e d . 

Feature 11 - Double Burial 
A large f ragment of R o m a n tile rested o v e r the h e a d / s h o u l d e r of the c h i l d a n d a large w h i t e stone 
w a s f o u n d o v e r the feet. The t w o i n d i v i d u a l s , a n a d u l t a n d a c h i l d w e r e b u r i e d i n the same g r a v e a n d 
w e r e r e c o r d e d together (see ske le ton [056]). It is probable that the b o d i e s w e r e i n t e r r e d at the same 
t ime a l t h o u g h the c h i l d rests o n the adul t s a r m . i .e. the a d u l t w a s p u t i n the grave f irst . 

Skeleton [055] 

A g e : j u v e n i l e (8 years±24months ) 

Sex: ? 

O r i e n t a t i o n : n o r t h - n o r t h w e s t / s o u t h - s o u t h e a s t 
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P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : a lmost s u p i n e (the u p p e r b o d y is t w i s t e d so that the i n d i v i d u a l is l y i n g s l i g h t l y o n 
its r ight s ide) . It l ies to the left of ske le ton [056] but rests o n top of the a d u l t ' s left h u m e r u s , fac ing 
h i m . The left a r m is f l exed at the e l b o w so that the l o w e r a r m touches the a d u l t p e l v i s . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : v e r y p o o r . The vertebrae, the ma jor i ty of r ibs , the r i g h t l o w e r a r m a n d most of the 
extremit ies d o not s u r v i v e . The s u r v i v i n g bones are f r a g m e n t a r y a n d their surfaces are a b r a d e d . There 
is ev idence of r o o t / a n i m a l d i s turbance . 

D e n t i t i o n : the d e n t i t i o n is loose a n d is a m i x t u r e of d e c i d u o u s a n d p e r m a n e n t teeth. A total of 19 
teeth w e r e r e c o v e r e d . 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : defects i n the e n a m e l (hypoplas ias ) , w h i c h a p p e a r as t ransverse l ines , w e r e 
o b s e r v e d o n the c r o w n s of the s u r v i v i n g p e r m a n e n t m a x i l l a r y inc i sors a n d o n the m a x i l l a r y a n d 
m a n d i b u l a r canines. 

P a t h o l o g y : none o b s e r v e d . 

Skeleton [056] 

A g e : y o u n g / m i d d l e a d u l t 

Sex: M a l e 

O r i e n t a t i o n : n o r t h - n o r t h w e s t / s o u t h - s o u t h e a s t 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : s u p i n e , h e a d u p r i g h t ( ch in o n left shoulder ) 
fac ing the c h i l d [055]. The left a r m is e x t e n d e d (the c h i l d lies o n 
the left h u m e r u s ) w i t h the h a n d res t ing o n the r ight h i p a n d the 
r ight a r m lies t ight against the b o d y , s l i g h t l y f l exed so that the 
h a n d lies b e t w e e n the legs. The legs are e x t e n d e d . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : g o o d a l t h o u g h the surfaces of a l l s u r v i v i n g bones 
are a b r a d e d . The top of the s k u l l has b e e n d a m a g e d b y the 
m a c h i n e a n d m a n y of the r ibs a n d vertebrae h a v e b e e n 
d i s p l a c e d b y a n i m a l / r o o t act ion or d o not s u r v i v e . 

D e n t i t i o n : 

u 7 6 3 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 E 

u 7 6 5 4 3 / 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : M e d i u m deposi ts of c a l c u l u s w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the U n g u a l aspect of the left 
m a n d i b u l a r m o l a r s a n d o n the b u c c a l aspects of the left m a x i l l a r y canine a n d 2n d m o l a r . E n a m e l 
h y p o p l a s i a s w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the left m a n d i b u l a r canine a n d o n the m a x i l l a r y canines a n d left 1 s t 

p r e m o l a r . N e i t h e r of the r ight 3rd m o l a r s are present a n d a n X - r a y w o u l d be necessary to d e t e r m i n e 
w h e t h e r they have yet to erupt or i f they are c o n g e n i t a l l y absent. B o t h of the left 3 r d m o l a r s are present 
i n the j a w , a l t h o u g h the m a x i l l a r y one appears p a r t i a l l y i m p a c t e d . T h e w e a r / p o l i s h i n g o n the b u c c a l 
aspects of the m a n d i b u l a r canines a n d T 1 p r e m o l a r s a n d o n the l i n g u a l aspects of the r ight m a x i l l a r y 
canine a n d centra l inc isor suggest a near edge-to-edge bite. 

P a t h o l o g y : none o b s e r v e d . 
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Feature 12 

Skeleton [059] 

A g e : A d u l t 

Sex: ?male (based so le ly o n the f e m o r a l b i c o n d y l a r w i d t h ) 

O r i e n t a t i o n : s o u t h - s o u t h e a s t / n o r t h - n o r t h w e s t 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : f r o m the p o s i t i o n of the legs, the b o d y w o u l d 
have b e e n l y i n g o n it 's r ight s ide or s u p i n e w i t h the legs 
t w i s t e d . T h e legs are f l exed at the knees w i t h the left l y i n g o v e r 
the r ight a n d the l o w e r legs a n d feet are h i g h e r than the rest of 
the s u r v i v i n g b o d y . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : g o o d , a l t h o u g h o n l y the legs a n d feet s u r v i v e i n 
s i t u . T h e rest of the b o d y w a s i n i t i a l l y b e l i e v e d to have b e e n 
m a c h i n e d a w a y h o w e v e r it is n o w b e l i e v e d to have b e e n 
t r u n c a t e d / d i s t u r b e d b y earlier ac t iv i ty (see d i s c u s s i o n b e l o w ) . 

D e n t i t i o n : n o n e ava i lab le 

P a t h o l o g y : extra a n d e n l a r g e d facets w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the left ta lus a n d n a v i c u l a r s u g g e s t i n g that the 
a r t i c u l a t i n g foot m a y h a v e been ever ted ( twis ted o u t w a r d s ) . E n t h e s o p h y t e s o n the ta lus a n d p o r o s i t y 
o n the d e f o r m e d joint surface of the n a v i c u l a r m a y be connec ted to this d e f o r m i t y . R a i s e d p l a q u e s of 
str iated n e w b o n e w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the d i s ta l t h i r d of the l o w e r legs. 

Feature 13 

Skeleton [ 6 2 ] 

A g e : in fant (4 years±12months . ) 

Sex: -

O r i e n t a t i o n : wes t - southwest /eas t -nor theas t 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : s u p i n e 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : v e r y poor ; o n l y the s k u l l , the f e m u r shafts, the left 
h u m e r u s a n d scraps of r ib s u r v i v e . 

D e n t i t i o n : 

' / / c d -

d c b a a b e d 

The m a n d i b u l a r 1" permanent m o l a r s are present. 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : none observed . 

P a t h o l o g y : n o n e o b s e r v e d . 
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Feature 15 

Skeleton [069] 

A g e : m i d d l e a d u l t 

Sex: male 

O r i e n t a t i o n : w e s t - s o u t h w e s t / east-northeast 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : s u p i n e w i t h a r m s ex tended a n d h a n d s res t ing 
o n thighs . The legs are e x t e n d e d , a l t h o u g h the left leg is s p l a y e d 
s l i g h t l y la teral ly . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : g o o d a l t h o u g h the r ibs a n d vertebrae are v e r y 
p o o r l y p r e s e r v e d . 

D e n t i t i o n : 

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : the dent ine is e x p o s e d o n a l l the inc isors a n d a l l the canines b u t the m o l a r s are 
re la t ive ly u n w o r n . F lecks of c a l c u l u s w e r e r e c o r d e d the b u c c a l surfaces of a l l the d e n t i t i o n a n d o n the 
l i n g u a l aspects of a l l 2 n d a n d 3 r d m o l a r s . 

P a t h o l o g y : lesions, characterist ic of bone infec t ion (osteomyel i t is ) w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the left p e l v i s 
a n d left side of the s a c r u m . Three abscesses w i t h s m o o t h r e m o d e l l e d edges w e r e loca ted o n the p e l v i s 
i n the area of the at tachment for g luteus m a x i m u s (between the poster ior g l u t e a l l ine a n d the 
poster ior s u p e r i o r i l iac spine) . W i t h i n the bone these d i v e r g e i n t o smal ler abscesses. O n the s a c r u m , 
just in fer ior a n d lateral to the left 2 n d d o r s a l sacral f o r a m e n , a n area of n e w bone a n d another poss ib le 
abscess w a s r e c o r d e d . The left p e l v i s a n d s a c r u m w e r e f u s e d i n l i fe b y s m a l l sp icules of n e w b o n e at 
the sacro i l iac joint (unfor tunate ly these broke as the ske le ton w a s l i f ted) . T h e les ions represent b o n e 
d e s t r u c t i o n a n d p u s s f o r m a t i o n , a n d s imul taneous b o n e r e p a i r . T h e y m a y be c a u s e d b y the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of bacter ia l o c a l l y i .e. f r o m a n adjacent w o u n d or infected soft t issue or v i a the 
b l o o d s t r e a m f r o m a n i n f e c t i o n site e lsewhere i n the b o d y . 

The r ibs , p a r t i c u l a r l y those o n the r ight exhibi t degenerat ive changes; osteophytes a n d i n c r e a s e d 
p o r o s i t y o n the ar t i cular a n d n o n - a r t i c u l a r facets of the tubercles a n d o n the ar t i cu lar facets of the 
heads. The 1"' costal cart i lage is oss i f i ed . 

A l t h o u g h not p a t h o l o g i c a l m a n y of the musc le attachments o n the a r m s (pectoral is major , teres major , 
b r a c h i o r a d i a l i s a n d extensor c a r p i radia l i s longus) , p a r t i c u l a r l y o n the r ight a r m are e n l a r g e d . 
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Feature 16 

Skeleton [072] 

A g e : o l d e r m i d d l e / y o u n g e r mature a d u l t 

Sex: female 

O r i e n t a t i o n : n o r t h - s o u t h 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : s u p i n e w i t h legs e x t e n d e d , b o t h arms f l exed 
at the e l b o w s a n d b o t h hands rest o n the r ight c lavic le . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : excellent, a l t h o u g h the feet a n d the r ight l o w e r 
a r m w e r e d a m a g e d b y the machine . 

D e n t i t i o n : 

8 / / 5 4 3 2 1 
X 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

X 2 X 4 5 X X X 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : Six teeth have been lost p r i o r to death . T h e r e m a i n i n g teeth exhib i t severe w e a r ; 
the centra l m a x i l l a r y incisors a n d left lateral inc i sor are o n l y p e g s / r o o t s o n l y . M o d e r a t e deposi ts of 
ca l cu lus w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the l i n g u a l surfaces of the d e n t i t i o n . T w o car ious les ions were also 
r e c o r d e d , one o n the occ lusa l surface of the 2 n d r ight m a x i l l a r y m o l a r , the other o n the o c c l u s a l surface 
of the r ight 3 r d m a n d i b u l a r m o l a r . 

P a t h o l o g y : Enthesophytes , n e w bone f o r m a t i o n s at t e n d i n o u s / l i g a m e n t inser t ions , w e r e r e c o r d e d o n 
the p e l v i s . These b o n y spurs are located s u p e r i o r to the a u r i c u l a r surfaces , close to the insert ions of 
the i l i o l u m b a r l igaments a n d they extend 8 m m f r o m the bone surface. 

A n a d d i t i o n a l facet w a s r e c o r d e d o n the m e d i a l s ide of the p r o x i m a l 1" metatarsa l (r ight) . A l t h o u g h 
not p a t h o l o g i c a l , several of the m u s c l e attachments o n the h u m e r i i are e n l a r g e d . 

Feature 17 

Skeleton [075] 

A g e : m a t u r e a d u l t 

Sex: male 

O r i e n t a t i o n : west-east 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : supine . The arms are t ight against the b o d y , 
f l exed at the e l b o w s , r ight over left so that the h a n d s cross the 
chest. T h e legs are s l ight ly bent over to the r ight a n d the left l eg 
lies o v e r the r ight . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : excellent 
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D e n t i t i o n : 

X X X X 4 3 / 1 / X X X X X 7 8 
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : a to ta l of n ine teeth, a l l f r o m the m a x i l l a h a v e been lost p r i o r to dea th . N o n e of the 
sockets are v i s i b l e a l t h o u g h the a lveolar bone is s t i l l r o u g h a n d p i t t e d s u g g e s t i n g that bone 
r e m o d e l l i n g w a s s t i l l i n process at death . There are h e a v y deposi ts of ca l cu lus o n the b u c c a l aspects of 
a l l the s u r v i v i n g m a n d i b u l a r m o l a r s a n d p r e m o l a r s , a n d o n the l i n g u a l aspects of a l l the m a n d i b u l a r 
d e n t i t i o n . 

The w e a r o n a l l the s u r v i v i n g teeth is ex t remely severe; that the m a n d i b u l a r d e n t i t i o n o p p o s i n g the 
m a x i l l a r y teeth lost ante m o r t e m is also severe, suggests that the tooth loss o c c u r r e d not l o n g before 
death. The m a n d i b u l a r inc isors a n d canines are w o r n o n the b u c c a l aspect not o n l y t h r o u g h the 
c r o w n e x p o s i n g the dent ine but also the u p p e r part of the root . S i m i l a r l y the w e a r o n the left 2 n d a n d 
3 r d m o l a r s a n d the r ight I s ' m o l a r of the m a n d i b l e is u n e q u a l a n d the m e s i a l / b u c c a l aspects b e i n g 
w o r n to the root . C o n v e r s e l y the s u r v i v i n g m a x i l l a r y d e n t i t i o n is w o r n d o w n t h r o u g h the dent ine a n d 
the root o n their U n g u a l aspects. 

P a t h o l o g y : D e g e n e r a t i v e changes were r e c o r d e d t h r o u g h o u t the b o d y . O s t e o p h y t e s , increased 
poros i ty , e b u r n a t i o n a n d S c h m o r l ' s nodes w e r e o b s e r v e d t h r o u g h o u t the v e r t e b r a l c o l u m n a n d these 
changes w e r e m o r e severe o n the r ight s ide. O n b o t h c lavic les the m o r p h o l o g y of the s t e r n o c l a v i c u l a r 
joints has been a l t e red b y m a r g i n a l osteophytes a n d p o r o s i t y . M a r g i n a l o s t e o p h y t i c U p p i n g w a s 
r e c o r d e d o n the left d i s t a l u l n a a n d d i s ta l 1" m e t a c a r p a l . The oss i f i cat ion of the t h y r o i d , of costal 
cartilage a n d the oss i f i ca t ion a n d f u s i o n of the x i p h o i d process are a l l associated w i t h i n c r e a s e d age. 

The 41'1 a n d 5 l h l u m b a r vertebrae are a n k y l o s e d (the i n f e r i o r ar t i cular facets of the 4 , h l u m b a r ver tebra 
are f u s e d to the s u p e r i o r ar t icular processes of the 5 , h l u m b a r a n d the b o d i e s are also fused) . T h e 
ver tebra l a rch of the 5 th l u m b a r is separated f r o m the b o d y ; this s p o n d y l o l y s i s is genet ic a n d / o r 
t raumat ic . 

A septal aperture ( n o n m e t r i c trait) w a s r e c o r d e d o n the left h u m e r u s . 

Feature 18 

Skeleton [ 7 8 ] 

A g e : m i d d l e / m a t u r e a d u 

Sex: female 

O r i e n t a t i o n : n o r t h - s o u t h 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : s u p i n e w i t h arms t ight against the b o d y a n d the 
cut. The left a r m w a s f l exed so that the l o w e r a r m crossed the wais t , 
the r ight a r m w a s also f l exed so that the h a n d rested o n the r ight 
c lavic le . The legs w e r e e x t e n d e d a n d crossed (left o v e r right). 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : excel lent 

D e n t i t i o n : 

8 7 6 5 4 3 / / 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 / 
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 / / / 3 4 5 6 7 8 
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D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : m e d i u m to h e a v y deposi ts of ca lculus w e r e r e c o r d e d o n a l l aspects (except 
occlusal) of the s u r v i v i n g teeth. Three large (6mm) carious les ions w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the m a n d i b u l a r 
d e n t i t i o n ; one o n each of the left m o l a r s at the j u n c t i o n of the e n a m e l a n d the roots . The a lveolar b o n e 
b e l o w these teeth has resorbed. 

P a t h o l o g y : the left w r i s t exhibi ts changes that are characterist ic of osteoarthri t is ; e b u r n a t i o n a n d 
p o r o s i t y w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the t r a p e z o i d , the hamate a n d the l u n a t e . The ver tebra l c o l u m n also 
exhibi ts degenerat ive changes. T h e 3 r d a n d 4'K c e r v i c a l vertebrae are f u s e d (at the bodies , the ar t i cular 
processes a n d the lamina) . T h e c e r v i c a l vertebrae exhibi t p o r o s i t y , os teophytes a n d i n some cases 
e b u r n a t i o n m a i n l y o n the s u p e r i o r a n d i n f e r i o r a r t i cu la t ing facets. W i t h the except ion of T l the 
thoracic vertebrae are h a r d l y affected. The ar t icular facets of the l o w e r three l u m b a r exhib i t 
os teophytes a n d p o r o s i t y a n d o n the 5 l h there is also an area of e b u r n a t i o n o n the i n f e r i o r ar t i cular 
facets. T h i s c o r r e s p o n d s to the changes o n the super ior ar t i cular facets of the s a c r u m . The heads of 
b o t h 1" r ibs a n d three of the left exhib i t increased p o r o s i t y a n d m a r g i n a l osteophytes (the left 1" r i b 
also exhibi ts eburnat ion) . 

S l ight m a r g i n a l osteophytes w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the joint m a r g i n s of b o t h d i s t a l f e m o r a a n d a r o u n d the 
h e a d of the r ight h u m e r u s . 

A s m a l l septa l aperture (non metr ic trait) w a s r e c o r d e d o n the r ight d i s t a l h u m e r u s . 

Feature 19 

Skeleton [ 0 8 3 } 

A g e : y o u n g e r m i d d l e adul t (25-35 years) 

Sex: ? male 

O r i e n t a t i o n : northwest -southeast 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : supine . The a r m s are f l exed at the e l b o w s 
w i t h b o t h h a n d s rest ing o n the r ight s h o u l d e r , a n d b o t h legs are 
f u l l y e x t e n d e d . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : moderate a l t h o u g h the surfaces of m a n y of the 
s u r v i v i n g bones are extremely a b r a d e d . 

D e n t i t i o n : 

8 7 6 5 4 3 / / 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : flecks of ca lcu lus w e r e r e c o r d e d o n a l l of the s u r v i v i n g teeth; s l i g h t l y m o r e severe 
depos i ts w e r e o b s e r v e d o n the b u c c a l aspects of the m a n d i b u l a r i n c i s o r s a n d canines . 

P a t h o l o g y : the d i s ta l ends of the left t ib ia a n d f i b u l a exh ib i t severe eros ive les ions w h i c h are 
associated w i t h s imul taneous bone f o r m a t i o n a n d repair . The d i s t a l 1 0 0 m m of the f i b u l a is c o m p l e t e l y 
d e f o r m e d a n d there is ev idence of a n abscess o n the m e d i a l aspect of the shaft. These les ions are 
t y p i c a l of os teomyel i t i s a n d it is poss ib le that the t ib ia a n d f i b u l a w e r e f u s e d i n l i fe b y a s m a l l s p i c u l e 
of n e w bone . 

P laques of g r e y / b r o w n w o v e n n e w bone w e r e o b s e r v e d o n b o t h s ides of four s ternal r ib ends a n d 
these lesions m a y have resul ted f r o m a chest i n f e c t i o n w h i c h w a s s t i l l act ive at death . 
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Feature 25 

Skeleton [103] 

A g e : j u v e n i l e (8 years ± 2 4 m o n t h s ) 

Sex: ? 

O r i e n t a t i o n : n o r t h - s o u t h 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : f l e x e d , l y i n g o n r ight s ide a n d f a c i n g west 
w i t h b o t h arms f l exed at the e l b o w s so that the h a n d s (not 
present) w o u l d have l a i n b e l o w the m a n d i b l e . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : p o o r . N o n e of the l o n g bones are comple te , 
ne i ther of the h a n d s or feet s u r v i v e a n d the vertebrae are 
represented o n l y b y the atlas. T h e s u r v i v i n g skeletal e lements 
are f r a g m e n t a r y . 

D e n t i t i o n : 

P e r m a n e n t D e c i d u o u s 

u E 6 U u u 2 1 1 2 U U u 6 E U 
u E 6 u u u 2 1 1 2 U U u 6 E u 

e d x X X X X X d e 
e d X X X X X X d e 

P l u s 1 loose d e c i d u o u s canine 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : l ines of e n a m e l h y p o p l a s i a w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the p e r m a n e n t d e n t i t i o n 

P a t h o l o g y : none o b s e r v e d 

Feature 26 

Skeleton [ 1 0 7 ] 

A g e : o l d e r j u v e n i l e / y o u n g s u b a d u l t 

Sex : ? 

O r i e n t a t i o n : west-east 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : s u p i n e w i t h legs f lexed at knees (left o v e r 
r ight ) . T h e r ight a r m is e x t e n d e d a n d the left a r m crosses the 
s t o m a c h area. T h e u p p e r b o d y is m i s s i n g / d i s t u r b e d b y 
p l o u g h i n g . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : the u p p e r b o d y ( s k u l l , s h o u l d e r g i r d l e , h u m e r i i , 
a n d the c e r v i c a l a n d thoracic vertebrae) is m i s s i n g 

D e n t i t i o n : not present 

P a t h o l o g y : none o b s e r v e d 
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Feature 27 

Skeleton [110] 

A g e : infant (3 y e a r s ± 1 2 m o n t h s ) 

Sex: ? 

O r i e n t a t i o n : n o r t h - n o r t h w e s t / s o u t h - s o u t h e a s t 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : f l e x e d l y i n g o n its left s ide fac ing east w i t h its 
knees s l i g h t l y bent a n d its arms f l exed so that the h a n d s (not 
present) w o u l d have rested b e l o w the c h i n . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : p o o r . N o n e of the l o n g bones are comple te , 
nei ther of the h a n d s s u r v i v e s a n d the vertebrae o n l y s u r v i v e as 
scraps. 

D e n t i t i o n : 

e d c / / / b c d e 
e d c b a / b c d e 

The p e r m a n e n t c r o w n of the V left m a x i l l a r y m o l a r w a s also r e c o v e r e d a n d s e v e r a l of the u n e r u p t e d 
p e r m a n e n t teeth c o u l d be seen i n the d a m a g e d jawbones . 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : none o b s e r v e d 

P a t h o l o g y : s m a l l holes a n d w o r m - l i k e les ions i n the roof of the s u r v i v i n g r ight orb i t w e r e r e c o r d e d . 
These o r b i t a l les ions or c r i b r a orb i ta l ia , w e r e active at death a n d are i n d i c a t i v e of a n a e m i a . 

Feature 29 

Skeleton [116] 

A g e : m i d d l e a d u l t 

Sex: male 

O r i e n t a t i o n : wes t - southwest /eas t -nor theas t 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : s u p i n e . The r ight a r m is bent so that the l o w e r 
a r m crosses the s tomach reg ion , the left a r m is f lexed u p w a r d s 
so that the h a n d rests o n the left s h o u l d e r . The legs are f u l l y 
e x t e n d e d . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : M o d e r a t e a l t h o u g h the surfaces of the s u r v i v i n g 
bones are a b r a d e d . 

D e n t i t i o n : 

u 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U 
u 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 R X 7 U 
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D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : a large (5mm) caries was r e c o r d e d o n the d i s t a l aspect of the 2 n d r ight m a x i l l a r y 
m o l a r . O n the m a n d i b l e , a large (11mm) external d r a i n i n g abscess w a s o b s e r v e d b e l o w the 2 n d left 
m a n d i b u l a r p r e m o l a r , w h i c h s u r v i v e s o n l y as a rot ten s tub / r o o t . Pos ter ior to this the l " m o l a r has 
b e e n lost ante m o r t e m a n d its socket h a d b e g u n to h e a l o v e r b u t is s t i l l v i s i b l e . S l i g h t to m e d i u m 
deposi ts of ca lcu lus w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the b u c c a l aspects of m o s t of the s u r v i v i n g d e n t i t i o n . 

P a t h o l o g y : changes i n d i c a t i v e of osteoarthrit is w e r e r e c o r d e d i n b o t h h a n d s . O s t e o p h y t e s were 
r e c o r d e d a r o u n d the p r o x i m a l joint m a r g i n of the left l " m e t a c a r p a l . T h e joint i tself exh ib i ted 
increased p o r o s i t y a n d e b u r n a t i o n . S i m i l a r changes w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the r ight t r a p e z i u m w e r e it 
art iculates w i t h the V m e t a c a r p a l (missing) . D e g e n e r a t i v e changes w e r e also n o t e d o n the cerv ica l 
a n d l u m b a r vertebrae. 

Feature 30 

Skeleton [119] 

A g e : y o u n g s u b a d u l t 

Sex: -

O r i e n t a t i o n : wes t - southwest /eas t -nor theas t 

P o s i t i o n o f b o d y : s u p i n e 

P r e s e r v a t i o n : m o d e r a t e . M a n y of the bones f r o m the h a n d s a n d 
feet are m i s s i n g 

D e n t i t i o n : 

u 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 / / 3 4 5 6 7 U 

u 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U 

D e n t a l p a t h o l o g y : l ines of e n a m e l h y p o p l a s i a w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the r ight centra l i n c i s o r s a n d o n the 
r ight m a n d i b u l a r p r e m o l a r s , canine a n d lateral inc i sor . F lecks of c a l c u l u s w e r e r e c o r d e d o n the b u c c a l 
aspects of the r ight la tera l i n c i s o r a n d canine. D e s p i t e the y o u n g age of this i n d i v i d u a l the teeth are 
h e a v i l y w o r n ; the dent ine is e x p o s e d o n the s u r v i v i n g inc i sors . 

P a t h o l o g y : none o b s e r v e d 

The Cemetery: Discussion and Conclusions 

In terms of Saxon Cambridge these skeletons represent a relatively large and well 
preserved group; whilst cemeteries of a similar date are known to have existed at St. 
John's playing fields and in Newnham, the skeletal material and any contextual 
information was never reported in any detail and the present whereabouts of the 
non artefactual material is unknown. Meaningful statistical inferences, however, 
cannot be attempted on a group of twenty-one individuals and from a burial 
ground whose extent and boundaries are unknown. Despite this some general 
comments can be made (the results are summarised in the following table). 
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) ) 

Feature Skeleton Age Sex Orientation * position Grave goods Pathology 
1 012 young ad nil F w-e supine yes Calculus, hypoplasias 
2 008 young/ middle adult ?F w-e supine yes Caries, abscess, calculus, hypoplasias 

3 028 mature adult M nnw-sse supine Calculus, caries, A M T L , hypoploasia, 
?hcaled fracture, osteoarthritis of spine 

10 051 older subadult - w-e prone Calculus, periodontal disease 
11 055 juvenile - nnw-ssc supine hypoplasias 11 

056 young/ middle adult M nnw-sse supine hypoplasias, calculus 
12 059 adult sse-nnw supine NSPI, abnormal facets on foot 
13 062 infant - wsw-ene supine 
15 069 middle adult M wsw-ene supine Calculus, osteomyelitis and ankylosis 

(pelvis/sacrum) 
16 072 older mid/ younger 

mature adult 
F n-s supine A M T L , calculus, caries 

17 075 mature adult M w-e supine A M T L , calculus, osteoarthritis of spine, 
ankylosis and spondylolysis of vertebrae 

18 078 middle/ mature adult F n-s supine Calculus, caries, osteorathritis of hand, 
ankylosis of vertebrae, 

19 083 younger middle adult nw-se supine Calculus, osteomyelitis and ankylosis in 
tibia/fibula 

25 103 juvenile - n-s flexed hypoplasias 
26 107 older juvenile/ young 

subadult 
- w-e supine 

27 110 infant - nnw-sse flexed Cribra orbitalia 
28 1 13 mature adult F wsw-ene supine yes A M T L , calculus, osteoarthritis of spine 

29 116 middle adult M wsw-ene supine Calculus, caries, abscess, A M T L , 
osteoarthritic changes to both hands 

30 119 young subadult - wsw-ene supine Calculus, hypoplasias 
31 122 middle adult M wsw-ene supine yes Calculus, osteoarthritis of spine 
32 125 older juvenile/ young 

subadult 
- nnw-sse prone yes Calculus and hypoplasia 

* Position of the head is referred to first A M T L = ante mortem tooth loss NSPl=Non specific infection 

Summary Table 



D e m o g r a p h y 

Of the twenty-one individuals examined thirteen adults (61.9%) and eight immature 
individuals were identified. 

I m m a t u r e A d ul t 
neonate infant juvenile juvenile/ 

subadult 
subadult young y o u n g / 

middle 
middle m i d d l e / 

mature 
mature adult 

0 2 2 2 2 1 2 4 2 3 1 

In a 'normal' cemetery population one would expect a high proportion of deaths to 
occur in infancy, either at or around birth or in early childhood. Similarly one would 
expect a relatively high proportion of deaths amongst mature individuals. Here, 
with the exception of the single young adult, [012] and the four middle adults [015], 
[069], [116] and [122] there is an even spread of ages at death. The absence of 
neonate burials is not unusual; their small, fragile bones are often absent or under 
represented in archaeological assemblages. Amongst the thirteen adult skeletons 
both females and males were identified; including those that were provisionally 
sexed, five females (38.5%) and eight males (61.5%) were identified. It should be 
stressed here that the limits of the cemetery are unknown and that these twenty-one 
individuals are almost certainly part of a larger group. 

There appears to be no obvious relationship between the age and / o r sex of an 
individual and the burial rite afforded them, e.g. orientation, body position or if 
they were buried with grave goods. 

P a t h o l o g y 

The degree of disturbance or truncation, the condition of the bone and, as 
importantly, which skeletal elements survive, not only effects the potential for 
determining the age and sex of individuals but also of recognising pathological 
conditions. Although the assemblage was in relatively good condition the surfaces 
of many of the bones were abraded and root damaged. This is likely to have led to 
an under diagnosis of conditions such as periostitis. Similarly the damage/absence 
of many of the epithyseal ends of long bones and the many missing extremities is 
likely to have affected the number of cases of joint disease recognised. 

Arthritic changes involving the spine were recorded on five of the adult individuals. 
These were all middle or mature aged individuals and the degenerative changes 
would be a result of increased age and general wear-and-tear on the skeleton. 
Osteoarthritic changes were recorded on the hand(s) of skeletons [078] and [116]. 

Dental diseases were the most commonly recorded pathologies in the small group. 
The dentition of 19 individuals was examined (skeletons [059] and [107] being 
headless). Of these 17 (89.5%) displayed one or more dental pathologies. Calculus, 
caries, abscesses, ante-mortem tooth loss, periodontal disease and enamel 
hypoplasia were all recorded. Further study would be necessary to establish the 
prevalence of these diseases so that they could be compared to other contemporary 
sites such as Barrington (Malim and Hines 1998). However, initial observations 
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suggest that dental hygiene was not a high priority amongst this group with even 
young individuals having heavy deposits of mineralised plaque on their teeth (e.g. 
the subadult [051] has calculus almost entirely covering the crowns of its anterior 
teeth). Defects in the enamel, known as enamel hypoplasias, appear quite common; 
they were recorded on the teeth of eight individuals and are indicative of nutritional 
stresses or severe feverish illnesses during childhood. 

The degree of dental wear is quite severe and even several of the immature 
individuals have dentine exposed on the permanent dentition. This is not unusual in 
the Saxon period when diet and methods of food preparation are believed to have 
accelerated dental attrition. One slight concern is that this may have led to the over 
aging of some individuals. 

Whilst initial observations suggest that the degenerative changes observed in this 
group and the degree of dental disease recorded is not unusual, the incidence of 

jT> ankylosis (fusion of bone) and osteomyelitis (infection in the bone) does appear 
relatively high and w i l l deserve further examination. 

D a t i n g of t h e B u r i a l s 
S. Lucy 

While only three of the five furnished graves can be assigned a date in the seventh 
century (F l , F28 and F31), there seems to be little evidence from the cemetery as a 
whole, which would point to an earlier date. There are no brooches, beads or 
weapons other than the seax and spearhead (F31), and no goods can be definitely 
assigned to the fifth or sixth centuries. We are thus dealing here with a relatively 
sparsely furnished cemetery of the seventh century, and possibly later. Eighth 
century and later graves are notoriously hard to date, given their characteristic 
scarcity of grave-goods, and it is entirely possible that this cemetery, and others like 
it, carry on in use after the traditional cut-off point of AD700. This issue could be 
resolved by radiocarbon dating a few of the skeletons within this cemetery, to 
ascertain possible date ranges. 

However, given that the dateable seventh-century graves are not concentrated into 
one area of the site, with F l on the western edge of the excavated area and F28 and 
F31 On the eastern edge, it is possible that use of this cemetery was just restricted to 
the seventh century. This might be supported by the rather variable orientation of 
the graves, and the variations in body position which were observed. Flexed burials, 
and burials on their side tend to become rare after the seventh century (Lucy 1998), 
and orientation tends to become more uniform. 
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D i s t u r b a n c e of t h e Graves 

Three graves F12, F26, and F28 have been disturbed (it is probable that F10 has also 
been disturbed). Initially it was feared that over zealous machining was the cause, 
but careful examination of the machined spoil d id not produce any disarticulated 
material and recording of the skeletons in the ground revealed that the bodies had 
been disturbed, probably by ploughing in the Medieval period or earlier. The 
proximal ends of the surviving bones of skeleton [059] showed old post mortem 
breaks as well as recent ones. Although the upper body of the juvenile/subadult 
[107] was missing the surviving ribs were fragmented and not in their correct 
anatomical position. The most convincing example of this disturbance is the 
skeleton of the mature female [113] whose head and vertebrae have been dragged 
from their anatomical position (plate 2). The machine clipped the top of her skull as 
the Medieval plough soil was being removed. N o grave cut was seen at this level 
and hand excavation revealed that the skull had been displaced so that it was 
approximately 15cm higher than the top of the truncated grave cut. In addition five 
displaced but still articulating cervical/thoracic vertebrae were identified in the area 
of the left shoulder. Although it is not possible calculate when this 
disturbance/early ploughing commenced, that the vertebrae and indeed the skull 
and the mandible still articulate suggests that they were displaced before the 
complete decomposition of the ligaments, soft tissue etc. 

Undoubtedly all the graves have been truncated to a greater or lesser degree. The 
maximum depth of the grave cuts ranges from only 0.06m (F13 and F26) to 0.48m 
(F17) although the majority fall between 0.20 and 0.30m in depth. The tops of the 
truncated grave cuts were recorded at between 8.43 and 8.72m O.D. (F19 and F25 to 
F l l respectively) 

Three shallow, wide, flat bottomed features (F14, F33 and F34) were recorded at the 
southern end of the site, jutting out of the section (Figure 4). Their relationship with 
the overlying build-up of plough soil is uncertain but a sherd of 13lh century pottery 
was recovered from F14 and they have tentatively been interpreted as early furrows. 
Similar features were recorded in the evaluation. 
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Plate 2: Skeleton [113], arrrow indicates displacement of vertebrae and skull. 



Plate 3: Carefully laid out graves in the northeast of the site (from left to right F 29, F 28, F 30 and F 31 with juvenile F 32 behind them) 



The M e d i e v a l H e a d l a n d 

A substantial accumulation of Medieval plough soil, [092] and [093] that sealed the 
cemetery was recorded in section (Figure 6). Its depth varied across the site from 
c.0.40m in the south to c 0.90m in the north and has been interpreted as a probable 
headland associated with the Medieval ridge and furrow system. 

metres 

Figure 6: Southwest facing section showing the headland, grave cuts and the buried 
soil. 

Its lower horizon is made up of the clods of the buried soil, which have been 
worked into the medieval layers above, and probably represents an early phase of 
ploughing possibly contemporary with the truncation of the cemetery. The interface 
between this and the dark greyish brown loam above it is irregular. The bui ld up of 
soil contained sherds of prehistoric and Saxon pottery and had increasing amounts 
of gravel in its upper half. Although no Medieval pottery was recovered from the 
sections, 13th century sherds were identified in these layers during the evaluation. 

Both the Medieval headland and the buried soil [053] which the Saxon graves cut 
were sampled for pollen and soil micromorphology (the samples were taken from 
the southwest facing section, figure 6). N o pollen was recovered from the samples 
(pers. com. R. Scaife) and this may be due to extensive modern root disturbance and 
also the slightly acidic soil. The results of the soil assessment are presented in 
Appendix 7. 
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Discussion 

The earliest remains on the site are represented by an apparently isolated late 
Bronze Age/early Iron Age pit containing a quantity of domestic wares, animal 
bone and worked flint. Residual prehistoric pottery and worked and burnt flint 
were also recovered from the buried soil, the grave fills and indeed the Medieval 
plough soil. A truncated buried soil, disturbed by early ploughing and sealed by 
the Medieval headland, was recorded across most of the site. 

Twenty graves of differing orientations and containing the skeletons of twenty-one 
individuals were recorded cutting through the buried soil. The grave goods 
accompanying five of these burials date the burial ground to the 7th century. Both 
sexes and adult and immature individuals were identified. Whilst it is possible that 
the excavation has established the southern limit of the cemetery, the northern, 
eastern and certainly western limits are not defined. The bodies appear to be 
carefully laid out (plate 3) and the lack of intercutting suggests that the graves may 
have been marked. That the graves were disturbed and/or truncated by early 
activity, probably ploughing is certain, but how early or at what point the use of the 
land changed from being a burial ground to arable land is not known. 

Very little settlement evidence from the Saxon period has been found in Cambridge 
but it is believed that the areas of settlement were focused around Market and Peas 
H i l l , Castle H i l l and possibly Newnham. In 1910 two inhumations were found in 
the garden of Croft Lodge, Newnham, thought to be no later than 6th century in 
date. Two large cremation urns were also found in this area and spearheads 
labelled as 'Barton Road 1893' in the Cambridge Museum are possibly from the 
same site (Fox 1923:244). The largest cemetery identified in Cambridge is thought to 
be that 500m to the north within St John's Playing fields. A t least 100 cremation 
urns and 30 skeletons were observed at this site, though it is thought that many 
graves had already been destroyed prior to any investigation (Fox 1923:242). 
Unfortunately as most of the reported graves or burials in the locality were found at 
the end of the 19th century, little information is available regarding the actual 
skeletal material and related archaeology. The cemetery identified at King's Garden 
Hostel therefore offers a unique resource for further study. 

The Medieval headland/bank can be seen today as an earthwork running broadly 
east-west on the northern side of the King's Fellows Gardens (it has been 
landscaped on its northern side to form a croquet lawn). Verification of the location 
of this headland is seen on Ravensdale & Hall 's map of the West Fields which is 
based on their work on the 'Corpus Terrier', a document listing all the titheable 
lands belonging to Corpus Christi College in c . 1360 (Ravensdale and H a l l 1976). 
The map, reproduced as Figure 3, depicts the area when it was in use as arable lands 
in the 14th century and shows the headland to be separating two furlongs in the 
Carm Field area (labelled 10 and 12). The location of the development area in King's 
Fellow Garden can be approximated from the location of 'Long Baulk' which 
adjoins Carm Field and which today forms the line of Grange Road. 
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Figure 7: Extract from Loggan's map of Cambridge, 1688. 

It is possible that as the headland developed it was used as a causeway/trackway 
through the West Fields. The headland can be seen as a probable trackway amidst 
depictions of ridge and furrow at the far western limit of Loggan's plan of 
Cambridge dated to 1688 (Figure 7), and Custance's plan of 1798. It follows the 
same alignment and appears to join the causeway/avenue formally known as 
King's College Way (Ravensdale & Hal l 1976:155). This raised causeway/avenue, 
through the meadows to the west of the Cam, used to cross the river into King's 
College and is seen on various maps from the 16th century through to the early 19th 
century. It is known that a bridge was built at the end of this causeway (to the north 
of its present position) as early as 1472-73 soon after the College was founded. This 
bridge was replaced a number of times until the river crossing was relocated to the 
present site in 1819/20 with a new adjoining avenue (Willis & Clark 1886: 567-8). 
The footings to the 17th century stone bridge were found in 1991 in the same area 
depicted in the early maps and plans (Evans 1991c). The old causeway was partly 
left i n s i t u in the form of mounds still seen today due to the direction of Rev. 
Simeon, a fellow of the college who helped fund the bui lding of the new bridge 
(Willis & Clark 1886: 573-4). 

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s 

The site w a s excavated b y K e r r y H a r r i s , E m m a B e a d s m o o r e , l e n B r e d e n b e r g , D a v i d 
H a l l a n d N i c k A r m o u r . N o r m a C h a l l a n d s processed the f i n d s a n d A n d r e w H a l l 
p r o d u c e d b o t h the c o m p u t e r - a i d e d i l lus t ra t ions a n d the i n k e d - u p d r a w i n g s . The 
project m a n a g e r w a s C h r i s E v a n s . 

M a n y thanks for the assistance a n d h o s p i t a l i t y o n site of G e o f f ( H e a d G a r d e n e r ) a n d 
his staff at the K i n g ' s F e l l o w s G a r d e n . K i n g ' s C o l l e g e f u n d e d the project . 
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Appendix 1: Context and Feature Descriptions 

Prehistoric 

F.21 [085], [086] fills, [086] cut. T h e p i t is o v a l i n p l a n w i t h near v e r t i c a l s ides a n d a flat base, w h i c h 
slopes gent ly t o w a r d s the south-east (1.27m x 0.97m x 0.40m). T h e u p p e r 0.17m of the fill, w h i c h m a y 
represent a n a t u r a l s i l t i n g u p of the pi t , is a m i d y e l l o w i s h grey s a n d y silt w i t h occas iona l s m a l l 
r o u n d e d stones a n d rare f lecks of charcoal . The p r i m a r y fill is 0 .23m d e e p a n d is a m i d / d a r k grey 
s a n d y silt w i t h f requent s m a l l a n g u l a r stones, a n d charcoa l flecks a n d f ragments . W o r k e d a n d b u r n t 
flint, a n i m a l b o n e a n d 54 sherds of late B r o n z e A g e / e a r l y I r o n A g e pot tery w e r e r e c o v e r e d f r o m this 
fill. There are m a n y i n t r u s i v e roots. 

B u r i e d S o i l / s u b s o i l Layer 

[053] M i d grey b r o w n s a n d y silt m o t t l e d w i t h patches of orange, y e l l o w n a t u r a l s a n d . Rare f lecks of 
charcoa l a n d s m a l l stones. O n l y a f e w sherds of pot tery (prehis tor ic , R o m a n a n d Saxon) a n d w o r k e d 
flint w e r e r e c o v e r e d f r o m this layer , a n d then o n l y f r o m the sections a n d c l e a n i n g a r o u n d the graves . 
The S a x o n graves cut this l ayer w h i c h has been in terpre ted as a t r u n c a t e d b u r i e d s o i l a n d is p r o b a b l y 
the same as [031] i n the e v a l u a t i o n . The layer d i d not appear to exist i n the far east of the site. A l s o 
g i v e n n u m b e r s [095] a n d [096] i n the east a n d south fac ing sections. 

The Saxon Graves 

D e t a i l s p e r t a i n i n g to the skeletons a n d a n y grave goods appear i n the m a i n text 

F . l [010]cut, [011]fill, [012]skeleton. The w e s t e r n e n d of the grave w a s i d e n t i f i e d i n the e v a l u a t i o n b u t 
the ske le ton w a s not l i f t e d . A w i d e , sub rectangular cut, a l i g n e d east-west , w i t h s teeply s l o p i n g sides 
a n d a flat base. The d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.90m, w i d t h 1.10m a n d d e p t h 0.27m. T h e ske le ton l ies i n 
the n o r t h e r n hal f of the grave . The grave w a s b a c k f i l l e d w i t h a m i d b r o w n g r e y s a n d y silt w i t h rare 
g r a v e l a n d m o d e r a t e flecks of charcoal . F i n d s i n c l u d e d sherds of p r e h i s t o r i c a n d ear ly S a x o n pot tery , 
w o r k e d flint a n d f ragments of a n i m a l bone . 

F.2 [007] cut, [009] fill, [008] skeleton. The w e s t e r n e n d of the grave w a s i d e n t i f i e d i n the e v a l u a t i o n b u t 
the ske le ton w a s not l i f t e d . W e l l d e f i n e d , sub rec tangular cut, a l i g n e d east-west w i t h r o u n d e d ends , 
near v e r t i c a l s ides a n d a flat base. The d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.80m, w i d t h 0.70m a n d d e p t h 0.35m 
(max.) . T h e grave w a s b a c k f i l l e d w i t h a m i d - d a r k b r o w n grey s a n d y silt w i t h o c c a s i o n a l s m a l l stones 
a n d rare flecks of charcoal . F i n d s i n c l u d e d R o m a n pot tery sherds , w o r k e d flint a n d a n i m a l b o n e 
f ragments . 

F.3 [027]fill, [028]skeleton, [105]grave cut. The G r a v e w a s i d e n t i f i e d i n the e v a l u a t i o n b u t the ske le ton 
w a s not e x p o s e d . T h e l o n g , n a r r o w cut w a s sub rec tangular i n p l a n w i t h r o u n d e d e n d s a n d steeply 
s l o p i n g sides a n d a flat base. T h e cut w a s a l i g n e d n o r t h - n o r t h w e s t to south-southeast . T h e 
d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 2.15m, w i d t h 0.51m (max) a n d d e p t h 0.18m. T h e fill w a s a m i d g r e y b r o w n 
s a n d y , silt w i t h occas ional s m a l l s u b a n g u l a r g r a v e l i n c l u s i o n s . 

F.10 [050]fill, [051]skeleton, [052]grave cut. V e r y i l l d e f i n e d , w i d e cut, a l i g n e d east-west, o v o i d i n p l a n 
w i t h gent ly s l o p i n g sides. The d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 0.90m, w i d t h 0.90m a n d d e p t h 0.18m. T h e area 
has b e e n great ly d i s t u r b e d b y large roots . The fill is a soft l ight m i d g r e y / b r o w n s a n d y silt w i t h 
patches of y e l l o w s a n d . L o t s of a n i m a l a n d root d is turbance . A s h e r d of 2 n d c e n t u r y R o m a n pot tery 
w a s r e c o v e r e d f r o m the fill. 
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F . l l D o u b l e B u r i a l . [054]fill, [055]. j u v e n i l e skeleton, [056]adult ske le ton, [057]grave cut. T h e sub 
rec tangular cut is a l i g n e d n o r t h n o r t h w e s t - s o u t h southeast a n d has r o u n d e d ends a n d s teeply s l o p i n g 
sides. T h e d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.70m, w i d t h 0.65m a n d d e p t h 0.33m. T h e f i l l is a m i d g r e y s a n d y 
silt w i t h rare s m a l l stones a n d occas ional charcoa l f lecks. There is m u c h root d i s t u r b a n c e . P r e h i s t o r i c 
a n d R o m a n pot tery w e r e r e c o v e r e d f r o m the f i l l . 

F.12 [058] f i l l , [059] skeleton, [060] grave cut. The cut is a l i g n e d s o u t h southeas t -nor th n o r t h w e s t a n d is 
h e a v i l y t r u n c a t e d i n the southeast. The d i m e n s i o n s are: 1.30m l o n g (min) , 0.50m w i d e a n d 0.13m deep 
(max). The f i l l is a p a l e / m i d g r e y s a n d y silt w i t h rare s m a l l stones. 

F.13 [061]fill, [062]skeleton, [063]grave cut. The cut is a l i g n e d east northeast -west s o u t h w e s t is o v o i d 
i n p l a n w i t h gent ly s l o p i n g sides a n d a flat base. The d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.04m, w i d t h 0.44m a n d 
d e p t h 0.06m. The f i l l is a soft m i d g r e y / b r o w n s i l ty s a n d w i t h rare s m a l l stones. 

F.15 [068] f i l l , [069] ske le ton, [070] grave cut. The cut is a l i g n e d east northeast -west southwes t , is o v a l 
i n p l a n w i t h s teeply s l o p i n g sides a n d a base w h i c h slopes d o w n to the west . T h e d i m e n s i o n s are: 
l e n g t h 1.75m, w i d t h 0.62m a n d d e p t h 0.22m. The f i l l is m i d g r e y s i l ty s a n d w i t h m o d e r a t e s m a l l 
stones a n d occas iona l f lecks of charcoal . Lo ts of root d i s turbance . A s h e r d of R o m a n p o t t e r y w a s 
r e c o v e r e d f r o m the f i l l . 

F.16 [071] f i l l , [072] ske le ton , [073] grave cut. T h e cut is a l i g n e d n o r t h - s o u t h a n d is sub rec tangular i n 
p l a n , w i t h r o u n d e d ends , near v e r t i c a l sides a n d a flat base. T h e d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.70m, w i d t h 
0.50m, d e p t h 0.12m. The f i l l is a m o d e r a t e l y c o m p a c t m i d - b r o w n silt w i t h occas iona l s m a l l , 
s u b a n g u l a r stones. A c o w ' s m o l a r w a s r e c o v e r e d f r o m the f i l l . 

F.17 [074] f i l l , ske le ton [075], [076] grave cut. The cut, a l i g n e d east-west, is s u b r e c t a n g u l a r w i t h 
r o u n d e d ends a n d near -ver t i ca l s ides. The d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.70m, w i d t h 0 .75m (max.) , d e p t h 
0.40m (max.) . T h e f i l l is a d a r k grey s a n d y silt w i t h f requent s m a l l stones a n d occas iona l f lecks of 
charcoal . T h e stones become m o r e frequent t o w a r d s the base a n d at the eastern e n d , a r o u n d the feet 
they are concre ted w i t h i r o n p a n n i n g . A f ragment of R o m a n tile w a s r e c o v e r e d f r o m the f i l l . 

F.18 [077] f i l l , [078] skeleton, [079] grave cut. E l o n g a t e d o v a l grave , a l i g n e d n o r t h - s o u t h w i t h w e l l 
d e f i n e d edges, v e r t i c a l sides a n d flat base. The d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.70m, w i d t h 0 .57m (max.) , 
d e p t h 0.20m (max). The f i l l is a grey s a n d y silt w i t h m o d e r a t e f lecks of c h a r c o a l a n d o c c a s i o n a l s m a l l 
stones. A n i r o n Fe p i n or n a i l w a s r e c o v e r e d c .5cm above the r ight knee . 

F.19 [082] f i l l , [083] skeleton, [084] grave cut. S u b rec tangular cut, a l i g n e d nor thwest - southeas t w i t h 
r o u n d e d ends , near v e r t i c a l sides a n d a flat base. The d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1 .95m, w i d t h 0.60m, 
d e p t h 0.34m (max). The f i l l is a m o d e r a t e l y c o m p a c t m i d b r o w n s i l ty s a n d w i t h o c c a s i o n a l s m a l l 
stones. Sherds of preh is tor i c a n d S a x o n pot tery , a R o m a n ti le f ragment a n d a w o r k e d f l int w e r e 
r e c o v e r e d f r o m the f i l l . 

F.25 [104] f i l l , [103] ske le ton, [102] grave cut. A w i d e , sub rec tangular cut , a l i g n e d n o r t h - s o u t h w i t h 
r o u n d e d ends a n d near v e r t i c a l s ides. The d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.28m, w i d t h 0.70m, d e p t h 0.21m. 
The f i l l is a m i d b r o w n , s a n d y l o a m w i t h modera te s m a l l a n d m e d i u m a n g u l a r flints. L o t s of root 
d i s turbance . 

F.26 [108] f i l l , [107] ske le ton, [106] grave cut. A sub rec tangular cut , a l i g n e d east-west w i t h w e l l 
d e f i n e d edges a n d base, r o u n d e d corners a n d steep sides. T h e w e s t e r n part has b e e n c o m p l e t e l y 
t runca ted . T h e d i m e n s i o n s are l e n g t h 1.70m, w i d t h 0.60m, d e p t h 0.06m. T h e f i l l is a pa le b r o w n / g r e y 
s a n d y silt w i t h y e l l o w m o t t l i n g a n d modera te flecks of charcoal . V e r y c o m p a c t at the w e s t e r n e n d . 

F.27 [111] f i l l , [110] skeleton, [109] grave cut. Sub rec tangular cut, a l i g n e d n o r t h n o r t h w e s t - s o u t h 
southeast w i t h r o u n d e d ends , near v e r t i c a l sides a n d flat base. The d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.15m, 
w i d t h 0.52m, d e p t h 0.17m. The f i l l is m o d e r a t e l y c o m p a c t m i d b r o w n s a n d y silt w i t h rare sub a n g u l a r 
flints. 
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F.28 [112] grave cut, [113] skeleton, [114] f i l l . Sub rec tangular i n p l a n w i t h r o u n d e d corners , near 
v e r t i c a l s ides a n d a l i g n e d east northeast -west southwest . T h e d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h , 1.50m, 0.50m, 
d e p t h , 0.22m. The f i l l w a s a m i d grey s a n d y silt w i t h occas ional patches of pa le y e l l o w s a n d , s m a l l 
sub a n g u l a r stones a n d f lecks of charcoal . Frequent roots. 

F.29 [117] f i l l , [116] ske le ton, [115] grave cut. A sub rec tangular cut, a l i g n e d east northeast -west 
southwest , w i t h r o u n d e d ends , concave s ides a n d a flat base. T h e d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.82m, 
w i d t h 0.52m, d e p t h 0.29m. T h e f i l l w a s a m i d b r o w n s i l ty s a n d w i t h patches of orange s a n d a n d h a r d 
pale s a n d . M o d e r a t e i n c l u s i o n s of s m a l l s u n a n g u l a r g r a v e l stones a n d rare c h a r c o a l f lecks . F requent 
roots . 

F.30 [120] f i l l , [119] skeleton, [118] grave cut. A n a r r o w sub rec tangular cut w i t h d i f f u s e , i r r e g u l a r 
edges a n d a l i g n e d east northeast -west southwest . The d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.65m, w i d t h 0.40m, 
d e p t h 0.13m. T h e f i l l is a m i d g r e y / b r o w n s a n d y silt w i t h m o d e r a t e f lecks of c h a r c o a l a n d occas iona l 
s m a l l stones. F requent roots . 

F.31 [123] f i l l , [122] ske le ton, [121] grave cut. A sub rec tangular cut, a l i g n e d east northeast -west 
southwest , w i t h r o u n d e d ends , near v e r t i c a l sides a n d a flat base. T h e d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.90m, 
w i d t h 0.50m, d e p t h 0.30m. The f i l l is m i d / d a r k s a n d y silt w i t h m o d e r a t e s m a l l flint stones a n d 
occas ional c h a r c o a l flecks. Frequent roots . 

F.32 [126] f i l l , [125] ske le ton, [124] grave cut. The cut is o v o i d i n p l a n w i t h near v e r t i c a l s ides a n d is 
a l i g n e d n o r t h n o r t h w e s t - s o u t h southeast. The d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.60m, w i d t h 0 .70m w i d e d e p t h 
0.20m. T h e f i l l is a m o d e r a t e l y compact , m i d b r o w n s a n d y silt w i t h occas iona l s u b - a n g u l a r flints 

Possible E a r l y p l o u g h F u r r o w s 

These three features w e r e a l l r e c o r d e d j u t t i n g out of the s o u t h e r n sect ion (F igure 4). A l t h o u g h they 
cut the b u r i e d s o i l their r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the p l o u g h s o i l above w a s u n c e r t a i n . It is l i k e l y that they are 
associated. S i m i l a r features w e r e r e c o r d e d i n the e v a l u a t i o n trenches. 

F.14 A poss ib le n-s r u n n i n g f u r r o w / d i t c h butt e n d j u t t i n g out of the s o u t h e r n sect ion. [064] cut , [065] 
f i l l . L i n e a r i n p l a n , w i t h a near flat base a n d w i t h a n ind is t inc t b u t r o u n d e d but t e n d . T h e d i m e n s i o n s 
are: 2.27m l o n g (min. ) , 1.00m w i d e a n d c. 0.15m deep. Interface w i t h m e d i e v a l p l o u g h s o i l , [066] is 
d i f f i cu l t to see. The f i l l is a loose to modera te m i d - d a r k b r o w n s i l ty s a n d w i t h f requent flint g r a v e l 
i n c l u s i o n s a n d patches of orange s a n d . A 13 , h cen tury pot s h e r d w a s r e c o v e r e d f r o m the f i l l . 

F.33 A poss ib le n-s r u n n i n g f u r r o w / d i t c h butt e n d , j u t t i n g out of the s o u t h e r n sect ion. [127]cut, [128] 
f i l l . L i n e a r i n p l a n w i t h dis t inct edges (not seen i n the p l o u g h soil) a n d a r o u n d e d n o r t h e r n e n d w i t h 
a gentle s lope. T h e east a n d west sides are steep a n d the base is flat. The d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.75m 
(min.) , w i d t h 0.90m, d e p t h 0.15m. The f i l l is a d a r k g r e y b r o w n , m o d e r a t e to loose s i l ty s a n d w i t h 
modera te g r a v e l a n d patches of o r a n g e / y e l l o w s a n d . 

F.34 A poss ib le n-s r u n n i n g f u r r o w / d i t c h butt e n d , j u t t i n g out of the sect ion. [129] cut , [130] f i l l . 
L i n e a r i n p l a n w i t h i n d i s t i n c t edges (not seen i n the p l o u g h soil) a n d a r o u n d e d n o r t h e r n e n d w i t h a 
gentle s lope. T h e east a n d west sides are steep a n d the base is flat. T h e d i m e n s i o n s are: l e n g t h 1.80m 
(min. ) , w i d t h 1.20m a n d c. 0.20m deep . 

Tree bowls ( n o t i l l u s t r a t e d i n F i g u r e 4 ) 

F.20 tree b o w l / p i t [081] cut , [080] f i l l . Sub c i rcu lar feature w i t h steep sides a n d a r o u n d e d base, 
j u t t i n g out of the s o u t h e r n sect ion to the east of F.14. The d i m e n s i o n s are 0.80m x 0.90m (min)x 0.46m 
(depth) . The f i l l is a m i d y e l l o w i s h g r e y s a n d y silt w i t h f requent s m a l l a n g u l a r stones a n d occas iona l 
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flecks of charcoal . There is cons iderable root d is turbance ; i n fact a large s h r u b / s m a l l tree s u r v i v e d 
above this feature. A s m a l l f ragment of C u a l l o y a n d some scraps of a n i m a l b o n e w e r e r e c o v e r e d . 
F.22 tree b o w l / p i t . [088] cut, [089] f i l l . T h i s tree bole is cut b y grave F.19. Sub c i r c u l a r cut w i t h s h a r p l y 
s l o p i n g sides, a n d near flat s ides. The d i m e n s i o n s are: 1.00m x 0.60m x 0.27m. T h e f i l l is a m i d 
b r o w n / g r e y s a n d y silt w i t h p u r p l e m o t t l i n g . N o i n c l u s i o n s a n d n o f i n d s . 

F.23 tree b o w l / p i t . [097] cut, [098] p r i m a r y fill, [099] secondary fill . T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h F.24 is 
u n c e r t a i n . Sub c i r c u l a r feature w i t h i r r e g u l a r l y , s t e p p e d sides a n d a flat base. T h e d i m e n s i o n s are: 
1.60m x 1.10m x 0.50m. T h e p r i m a r y fill is c. 0.10m deep a n d is a loose, y e l l o w / b r o w n s i l ty s a n d . 
A b o v e this the fill is a l ight b r o w n s a n d y silt w i t h occas ional s m a l l stones. O n e f r a g m e n t of 13'h 

century pot tery w a s r e c o v e r e d . 

F.24 tree b o w l / p i t . [100] cut, [101] fill. R e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h F23 is u n c e r t a i n . S u b c i r c u l a r feature, s m o o t h 
s i d e d a n d flat b o t t o m e d . The d i m e n s i o n s are 1.30m x 1.20m x 0.50m. The fill is a m o d e r a t e l y c o m p a c t 
l ight b r o w n s a n d y silt w i t h occas ional s m a l l stones. 

The M e d i e v a l P l o u g h soil 

Because the area w a s m a c h i n e d i n three stages this layer w a s g i v e n severa l n u m b e r s . Sherds of 
pot tery d a t e d to the late B r o n z e A g e / e a r l y I r o n A g e a n d the 13 l h c e n t u r y w e r e r e c o v e r e d , together 
w i t h w o r k e d flints a n d f ragments of c o w bone . 
[092] a n d [093] i n the southwest fac ing section; a d a r k g r e y i s h b r o w n s a n d y c lay l o a m w i t h occas iona l 
g r a v e l a n d c h a r c o a l flecks. The l o w e r part of it is m i x e d w i t h m i d grey patches of s a n d y silt w h i c h are 
p r o b a b l y c l o d s of the b u r i e d s o i l . H i g h e r u p the sect ion the layer contains m o r e g r a v e l . M a x i m u m 
d e p t h c. 0 .90m. L o t s of root d i s turbance 
[066] i n the n o r t h f a c i n g section; a m i d to d a r k b r o w n s a n d y silt w i t h occas iona l s m a l l a n d m e d i u m 
s u b a n g u l a r flint stones. M a x i m u m d e p t h c.0.65m. L o t s of root d i s t u r b a n c e . 

M o d e r n - P o s t M e d i e v a l Layers 

C o n t e x t n u m b e r s w e r e not a l located to the tarmac a n d g r a v e l paths , or to the f o u n d a t i o n s of the green 
house . O n l y the m o d e r n g a r d e n s o i l w a s r e c o r d e d i n de ta i l a n y deta i l ; 

[067] i n n o r t h f a c i n g sect ion, [090] i n s o u t h west f a c i n g sect ion. M i d - d a r k b r o w n s l i g h t l y c l a y e y silt 
w i t h m o d e r a t e s m a l l a n d m e d i u m stones a n d lots of root d i s turbance . 18 , h c e n t u r y p o t t e r y sherds , 
17th c e n t u r y c lay p i p e a n d m o d e r n b r i c k s w e r e r e c o v e r e d f r o m this depos i t of m o d e r n g a r d e n s o i l . 
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Appendix 2: The Catalogue of Finds (evaluation and excavation) 

A b b r e v i a t i o n s : 

P T Pot te ry 
B N Bone 
F L F l i n t 
B F B u r n t F l i n t 
M T M e t a l 

T L 
B R 
B T 
B C 
T P 

T i l e 
B r i c k 
B r i c k / t i l e 
B u r n t c lay 
Tobacco p i p e 

ST 
W S 
B S 

Stone 
W o r k e d stone 
B u i l d i n g stone 

Cat . 
N o . 

C o n t e x t Feature M a t N o . L o c a t i o n N o t e s 
S .F . 
N o . 

W t . 

013 011 1 B N 1 grave f i l l - e v a l u a t i o n ; T r 2 
B u t c h e r e d , s h e e p / p i g s i z e d 

f e m u r shaft 
12 

014 011 1 F L 1 grave f i l l - e v a l u a t i o n ; T r 2 H i n g e d f lake <1 

015 011 1 P T 5 grave f i l l - eva lua t ion ; T r 2 
Saxon , pre-850, i n c l . 1 v . f ine 

r i m 
39 

050 011 1 P T 3 grave f i l l S a x o n 31 

051 011 1 B N 13 grave f i l l 28 
052 011 1 T L 1 grave f i l l decor .? 13 
053 011 1 B F 2 grave f i l l 6 
054 011 1 F L 1 grave f i l l 3 
055 011 1 O T 1 grave f i l l nut? , w o o d , ? - c h a r r e d 1 
016 012 1 M T 1 eva lua t ion ; T r 2 A g + calcareous mat . b e a d 2 
017 012 1 M T 2 eva lua t ion ; T r 2 Fe b l a d e frags 2=1 3 

036 012 1 M T C u a l l o y b o w l 8 

043 012 1 W S 1 s p i n d l e w h o r l 9 9 

103 012 1 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
124 007 2 P T 1 grave f i l l b y d i s a r t i c u l a t e d toes 3 

125 007 2 B N 1 grave f i l l a n i m a l b y d i s a r t i c u l a t e d toes 2 
007 008 2 M T 1 e v a l u a t i o n ; T r 3 C u A l l o y p i n 1 

028 008 2 M T 1 C u a l l o y bracelet 4 24 
029 008 2 M T 1 C u a l l o y p u r s e r i n g 5 55 
040 008 2 M T 4 Fe k n i f e 6 43 
104 008 2 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
008 009 2 P T 1 e v a l u a t i o n ; T r 3 14thc E l y <1 

009 009 2 B N 2 e v a l u a t i o n ; T r 3 
Suface; cattle s i z e d t i b i a shaft, 

b u t c h e r e d 2=1 
23 

010 009 2 B F 3 e v a l u a t i o n ; T r 3 U p p e r f i l l of grave ; u n w o r k e d 6 

011 009 2 F L 1 e v a l u a t i o n ; T r 3 U p p e r f i l l of grave ; debi tage <1 
012 009 2 ST 1 e v a l u a t i o n ; T r 3 815 

044 009 2 P T 2 g r a v e f i l l R o m a n 15 

045 009 
2 

B N 10 
S. E v a l u a t i o n - F i n d s 

c o n t a m i n a t e d 6 

046 009 
2 

T P 1 
S. E v a l u a t i o n - F i n d s 

c o n t a m i n a t e d s tem 1 

047 009 
2 

F L 2 
S. E v a l u a t i o n - F i n d s 

c o n t a m i n a t e d 3 

048 009 
2 

B F 2 
S. E v a l u a t i o n - F i n d s 

c o n t a m i n a t e d 2 
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C a t . 
N o . 

C o n t e x t Feature M a t N o . L o c a t i o n N o t e s 
S.F. 
N o . 

W t . 

049 009 
2 

O T 1 
S. E v a l u a t i o n - F i n d s 

c o n t a m i n a t e d c l i n k e r - d i s c a r d e d 3 

105 028 3 B N H u m a n ske le ton 

025 4 B N 1 e v a l u a t i o n ; T r 2 
H u m a n s k u l l f rag , f o u n d 

d u r i n g c l e a n i n g a r o u n d F 4 
3 

024 026 5 T L 1 e v a l u a t i o n ; T r 2 H a n d m a d e , poss . late M e d . 31 
056 050 10 P T 1 v . top of grave f i l l R o m a n - a b r a d e d 27 
057 050 10 P T 1 grave f i l l prehis tor ic? B r o n z e A g e ? 3 
106 051 10 B N H u m a n ske le ton (prone) 

063 054 
11 

P T 3 grave f i l l 
1 Saxon , 1 R o m a n - r i m , 1 

p r e h i s t o r i c 16 
064 054 11 T L 1 grave f i l l 477 
065 054 11 BS 1 grave f i l l l imes tone - not d r e s s e d 2500 
126 054 11 B N 1 g r a v e f i l l a n i m a l f r o m g r a v e f i l l 2 

107 055 
11 

B N 
H u m a n ske le ton ( juveni le 

b u r i e d w i t h [056] 

108 056 
11 

B N 
H u m a n ske le ton (adul t b u r i e d 

w i t h [055] 
109 059 12 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
110 062 13 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
066 065 14 P T 1 f u r r o w / b u t t e n d of d i t c h 13th c e n t u r y 2 
067 068 15 P T 1 grave f i l l R o m a n - C . C . 2 
068 068 15 B R 1 grave f i l l 5 
111 069 15 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
089 071 16 B N 1 grave f i l l a n i m a l too th 4 
112 072 16 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
090 074 17 T L 1 grave f i l l ? R o m a n 79 
091 074 17 F L 2 grave f i l l 4 
113 075 17 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
114 078 18 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
041 079 18 M T 2 5 c m above r ight knee Fe n a i l / p i n 7 6 
092 079 18 PT 4 grave f i l l 8 
093 079 18 F L 1 grave f i l l 17 
094 082 19 P T 2 grave f i l l 5 
095 082 19 F L 2 grave f i l l 4 
096 082 19 T L 2 grave f i l l 38 
115 083 19 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
030 080 20 M T 1 p i t / t r e e b o w l C u a l l o y f rag . <1 
069 080 20 B N 1 p i t / t r e e b o w l 1 

070 086 
21 

P T 54 P i t 
Late B r o n z e A g e / e a r l y I r o n 

A g e 513 
071 086 21 O T 2 P i t c h a r c o a l 5 
072 086 21 B C 3 P i t 8 

073 086 
21 

B N 43 P i t 
b u t c h e r i n g , 5 antler ( w i t h 

c u t m a r k s ? ) , 1 b u r n t 530 
074 086 21 F L 5 Pi t 51 
076 086 21 P T 2 Pi t 18thc g l a z e d (res idual) 38 
075 090 21 BF 5 Pi t a l l w o r k e d 100 
087 099 23 P T 1 Tree b o w l / p i t p r o b . 13thc 4 
116 103 25 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
117 107 26 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
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C a t . 
N o . 

C o n t e x t Feature M a t N o . L o c a t i o n N o t e s 
S .F. 
N o . 

W t . 

097 O i l 27 P T 2 grave f i l l 8 

118 110 27 B N H u m a n ske le ton 

031 113 28 M T 1 C u a l l o y b u c k l e 11 3 
032 113 28 M T 2 Fe frags. 11 3 
033 113 28 M T 4 C u a l l o y h o o k 16 2 
035 113 28 M T 4 C u a l l o y c o i n w i t h l o o p 12 16 
037 113 28 B N 1 s p i n d l e w h o r l 17 31 
042 113 28 B N 1 d o u b l e s i d e d c o m p o s i t e c o m b 10 
119 113 28 B N H u m a n ske le ton 

098 115 
29 

B N 1 grave f i l l 
R e s t i n g o n h u m a n t i b i a [116] -

a n i m a l j a w 4 
120 116 29 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
1 2 1 119 30 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
038 122 31 M T 1 Fe spear h e a d 13 
039 122 31 M T 2 Fe k n i v e s x2 14 
122 122 31 B N H u m a n ske le ton 
099 123 31 B N 2 grave f i l l Ref i t a n i m a l 12 
100 123 31 B T 1 grave f i l l 12 
034 125 32 M T 2 Fe k n i f e b l a d e f ragments 15 13 
123 125 32 B N H u m a n ske le ton (prone) 
101 126 32 B T 1 grave f i l l 3 
102 126 32 M R 1 grave f i l l c r e a m , soft 5 
001 003 P T 2 eva lua t ion ; T r . l 1 base, 2=1,17thc. G . R . E . 109 

002 003 T L 1 e v a l u a t i o n ; T r . l 
P o s t - M e d , 19thc. m a c h i n e 

m a d e 
180 

003 004 T L 2 eva luat ion ; T r . l 2=1 27 
004 004 B N 2 eva lua t ion ; T r . l 1 B u t c h e r e d 132 
005 004 T P 1 eva lua t ion ; T r . l S t e m 2 

006 006 P T 2 eva lua t ion ; T r l 
D e p t h l . 3 2 m , base of t rench; 

15thc. 
3 

018 020 P T 1 e v a l u a t i o n ; T r 2 
F r o m E . f a c i n g sect ion; 

u n i d e n t i f i a b l e 
<1 

019 020 T L 1 eva lua t ion ; T r 2 30 

020 020 M T 1 eva lua t ion ; T r 2 Fe object 33 

021 021 P T 1 e v a l u a t i o n ; T r 3 13 th/14thc <1 
022 021 B N 1 e v a l u a t i o n ; Tr4 A n i m a l 
023 021 ST 1 e v a l u a t i o n ; T r 3 B u r n t 35 

026 031 F L 1 e v a l u a t i o n ; Tr4 
N a t / s u b s o i l , base of T r 4; 

f lake 
4 

058 053 P T 3 b u r i e d s o i l 1 R o m a n , 1 S a x o n , 1 f rag . 19 

059 053 F L 1 b u r i e d so i l 15 

060 053 P T 4 c l e a n i n g of b u r i e d s o i l 

1 h a r d gr i t ty decor , 
p r e h i s t o r i c - B . A . ? , 1 R o m a n , 1 
flint gr i t ty p r e h i s t o r i c - B . A . ? , 

1 r e d flake - 17thc or later 29 

061 053 F L 2 c l e a n i n g of b u r i e d s o i l 2 

062 053 B F 1 c l e a n i n g of b u r i e d s o i l 17 

077 090 B N 1 
g a r d e n s o i l (s . facing 

section) 27 
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Cat . 
N o . 

C o n t e x t Feature M a t N o . L o c a t i o n N o t e s 
S .F . 
N o . 

W t . 

078 090 T P 1 
g a r d e n s o i l (s . facing 

section) b o w l 17 

079 090 B R 4 
g a r d e n s o i l (s . facing 

section) 
20thc - w i t h m o r t a r -

d i s c a r d e d 386 

080 092 P T 2 
h e a d l a n d (s . facing 

section) S a x o n 4 

081 092 F L 1 
h e a d l a n d (s . facing 

section) 10 

082 093 P T 1 
h e a d l a n d (s . facing 

section) S a x o n 7 

083 093 B N 1 
h e a d l a n d (s . facing 

section) 4 

084 093 F L 3 
h e a d l a n d (s . facing 

section) 20 

085 094 F L 1 
h e a d l a n d (s . facing 

section) 2 

086 095 P T 1 
b u r i e d s o i l (s . facing 

section) S a x o n 14 

088 053 / 093 M T 1 
b u r i e d so i l , close to 

skeleton [051] 

C u a l l o y - c o i n , M D F i n d : 
V a l e n t i n i a n l o r II or V a l e n s , 
O b v . D N V A L [ ?], d r a p e d 

a n d p e a r l d i a d e m e d bust , 
r ight , R e v . [ G L O R I A 

R O M A N O R U M ] , V i c t o r y to 
left, h o l d i n g w r e a t h a n d p a l m , 

M i n t M a r k i l l e g i b l e , m i n t e d 
365-378 2 

027 B C 1 e v a l u a t i o n ; Tr4 
U n s t r a t . , f o u n d c l e a n i n g base 

of T r 4 
2 
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Appendix 3: The Pottery 
D . Hal l , G . Monteil and M . Knight 

A s m a l l , a n d r e l a t i v e l y a b r a d e d a n d f r a g m e n t a r y pot tery assemblage w a s r e c o v e r e d f r o m the site. 
O n l y one feature, a Late B r o n z e A g e / E a r l y I ron A g e p i t , c o n t a i n e d a s izeable assemblage . F r o m the 
t w o phases of t rench assessment a n d excavat ion c o m b i n e d , a tota l of 101 sherds of p o t t e r y w e r e 
r e c o v e r e d , w e i g h i n g 900 g r a m s . The table b e l o w sets out the quant i t ies c u r r e n t l y a s s i g n e d to each 
phase . 

D a t e N o . W t . (grams) 
L B A / E I A 56 530 
B A / I A * 21 82 
R o m a n 9 77 
S a x o n 6 53 
13 , h C . 2 6 
14 , h C . 2 2 
1 5 , h C . 1 3 
17 , h C . 2 109 
18 , h C . 2 38 
T o t a l 101 900 

* This category includes a few small undiagnostic prehistoric sherds along wi th Bronze Age, P D R and Iron Age 
pieces. D u e to the difficulty in differentiating later IA pottery from Early Saxon in a small and fragmentary 
assemblage it is possible that a few Saxon sherds are included. 

A br ie f o v e r v i e w of the pot tery is g i v e n b e l o w b y D a v i d H a l l . T h i s is f o l l o w e d b y m o r e i n - d e p t h 
reports o n the L B A / E I A a n d R o m a n m a t e r i a l b y M a r k K n i g h t a n d G w l a d y s M o n t e i l . T h e t w e l v e 
sherds r e c o v e r e d f r o m the i n i t i a l t rench assessment w e r e spot -da ted b y D a v i d H a l l for the assessment 
report a n d d o not feature i n the d iscuss ions b e l o w . 

Pottery Overview (D . H a l l ) 

C o n t e x t [086] contains a large n u m b e r of sherds i n a d a r k , h a r d fabr ic c o n t a i n i n g a l i t t le f ine s a n d . 
F r o m the f o r m a n d d e c o r a t i o n of t w o r i m s , the m a t e r i a l is late B r o n z e A g e or ear ly I r o n A g e . T h i s is 
fur ther s u p p o r t e d b y the presence of w e l l f o r m e d flat bases, w h i c h d o not o c c u r o n S a x o n vessels . 
The r e m a i n i n g b o d y sherds f r o m this g r o u p are s i m i l a r to the h a n d - m a d e sherds f r o m other contexts . 

M a n y of the r e m a i n d e r of the sherds f r o m of the assemblage are R o m a n - these are d i s c u s s e d b e l o w . 
The n o n - R o m a n h a n d - m a d e pieces are a l l l i k e l y to be p r e h i s t o r i c rather t h a n S a x o n . T h e y h a v e a d a r k 
a n d h a r d fabric c o n t a i n i n g a l i t t le s a n d a n d w i t h no r e a d i l y v i s i b l e i g n e o u s c o m p o n e n t . T h i s contrasts 
w i t h k n o w n S a x o n sites a r o u n d C a m b r i d g e w h i c h have a s igni f i cant content of c r u s h e d i g n e o u s rock . 
Sherds w e r e f o u n d i n [011], [053], [054], [092], [093] a n d [095]. T h i s last, the b u r i e d s o i l , m a y p o s s i b l y 
be S a x o n . 

Contex ts [065] a n d [099] c o n t a i n e d 13 t h cen tury sherds , l i k e l y to d e r i v e f r o m M e d i e v a l m a n u r e d 
p l o u g h s o i l . T w o sherds of 18 t h c e n t u r y date (one w h i t e w e a r a n d one S ta f fordsh i re s l ip -decora t ion) 
came f r o m [090], the m o d e r n g a r d e n so i l . 

Later Prehistoric Pottery ( M . K n i g h t ) . 

56 sherds (530 grams) of later preh is tor i c pot tery came t w o contexts, 54 f r o m a n i s o l a t e d pi t feature F. 
21, a n d 2 sherds f r o m genera l c l e a n i n g [53]. The sherds represent a coherent assemblage of Late 
B r o n z e A g e / E a r l y I r o n A g e domest i c w e a r s c o m p r i s i n g f ragments of a n g u l a r b o w l s , jars a n d c u p s . A t 
least 10 separate vessels are present w i t h i n the assemblage i n c l u d i n g d e c o r a t e d a n d u n d e c o r a t e d , f ine 
a n d coarse w e a r s . T h e c lay u s e d i n the m a k i n g of these vessels w a s p r o b a b l y d e r i v e d f r o m the same 
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source as regardless of t e m p e r a l l h a d the same s p a r k l y appearance c a u s e d b y t i n y f ragments of m i c a . 
The assemblage can be separated in to 3 fabric types : 

Fabr ic 1 C o a r s e , w i t h d i s s o l v e d calcareous f i l ler . 

Fabr ic 2 S m o o t h e d (as o p p o s e d to b u r n i s h e d ) , w i t h s m a l l to v e r y s m a l l flint i n c l u s i o n s , b l a c k in ter ior 
surfaces a n d b r o w n i s h r e d exter ior surfaces. 

Fabr ic 3 V e r y f ine, w i t h r e d d y b r o w n exterior surfaces (poss ib ly as a n a p p l i e d sl ip) a n d m i n u t e v o i d s 
c a u s e d b y d i s s o l v e d calcareous f i l ler . 

The d e c o r a t i o n is a lmost e x c l u s i v e l y c o n f i n e d to the r i m or s h o u l d e r parts of the vessels c o m p r i s i n g 
m a i n l y either m u l t i p l e d i a g o n a l f inger - t ip / f i n g e r - n a i l i m p r e s s i o n s or h o r i z o n t a l / d i a g o n a l i n c i s e d 
l ines . O n e b o d y s h e r d f r o m F.21 h a d a s ingle f inger - t ip i m p r e s s i o n . T w o r i m sherds c o n t a i n e d 
c o m p l e x des igns : a s m a l l f ine w e a r c u p (Fabric 3) f r o m F.21, a n d the r i m of a jar (Fabric 2) f r o m [53]. 
The c u p h a d a n ever ted r i m w i t h fa in t ly i n c i s e d 3-l ine bars i n a c h e v r o n p a t t e r n above the s h o u l d e r . 
The jar s h e r d w a s decora ted w i t h i n c i s e d h o r i z o n t a l a n d d i a g o n a l l ines i n separate b a n d s . T h e 
h o r i z o n t a l i n c i s i o n s w e r e s u p e r i m p o s e d b y a s ingle f inger - t ip i m p r e s s i o n . T h e p l a i n vessels a p p e a r e d 
to be s m a l l i s h straight s i d e d a n d a n g u l a r jars. O f the r i m / s h o u l d e r sherds there a p p e a r e d to be a 
r o u g h l y 50 /50 d i v i s i o n b e t w e e n decorated a n d p l a i n f o r m s . 

The assemblage has i m m e d i a t e paral le ls w i t h the m a t e r i a l co l lec ted b y W y m a n A b b o t t ( H a w k e s a n d 
F e l l 1945) f r o m Fengate , P e t e r b o r o u g h d u r i n g the ear ly part of the 20 t h c e n t u r y . O r i g i n a l l y d a t e d to the 
I r o n A g e , m o r e recent w o r k has a t t r ibuted this m a t e r i a l to the Post D e v e r e l - R i m b u r y t r a d i t i o n as 
d e f i n e d b y Barret t (1980). L o c a t e d i n the first hal f of the first m i l l e n n i u m B C this p a r t i c u l a r t y p e of 
pot tery has also b e e n separated in to m a i n l y p l a i n w e a r (early) a n d m a i n l y d e c o r a t e d (late) phases 
( ib id) . T h i s t e m p o r a l d i v i s i o n has h o w e v e r been q u e s t i o n e d d u e to a l ack of secure ly s t ra t i f ied 
assemblages, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h i n the East A n g l i a n context (e.g. N e e d h a m 1996). Recent excavat ions 
a r o u n d Fengate a n d the F l a g F e n e m b a y m e n t have p r o d u c e d some n e w a n d s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y secure 
P D R assemblages . A t T o w e r W o r k s , Fengate (Lucas 1997), H i l l has i d e n t i f i e d u n d e c o r a t e d b u t f ine 
t r ipart i te f o r m s w h i c h he suggests c o u l d represent ear ly types of the d e c o r a t e d phase - c. 900-700BC -
w h e r e a s the p l a i n , coarse w e a r d o m i n a t e d assemblages f r o m the adjacent W h i t t l e s e y I s l a n d site at 
K i n g ' s D y k e W e s t ( K n i g h t 1999, 2000) are perhaps earl ier - c. 1000BC. W h i l s t r e c o g n i s i n g the u r g e n t 
n e e d for r a d i o c a r b o n dates for this region 's ever g r o w i n g assemblages of P D R m a t e r i a l , u s i n g H i l l ' s 
a p p r o a c h p e r h a p s w e can for the m o m e n t place the decora ted f o r m s f r o m the K i n g ' s G a r d e n H o s t e l 
site after the T o w e r W o r k s assemblage - c. 700-500BC. 

The Roman pottery ( G . M o n t e i l ) 

A s m a l l assemblage of R o m a n pot tery w a s r e c o v e r e d f r o m the excavat ions . T h e assemblage 
c o m p r i s e s n i n e s m a l l a n d v e r y a b r a d e d sherds w i t h a to ta l w e i g h t of 77 g . It consists of t w o 
f ragments of b l a c k - s l i p p e d s a n d y w e a r ([009] a n d [068]), f o u r sherds of p r o b a b l y l o c a l g r e y w e a r s 
([050], [053] a n d [054]), one base f ragment of a re la t ive ly f ine g r e y w e a r ([054]), one b u r n i s h e d s a n d y 
r e d w e a r ([009]) a n d one coarse r e d w e a r ([053]). T h e y a l l seem to suggest a date i n the 2 n d c e n t u r y 
A D . 
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Appendix 4: The worked flint 
Chantal Conneller 

T h i s is a s m a l l assemblage cons i s t ing of 20 pieces of w o r k e d flint a n d 9 pieces of b u r n t flint. T h e 
ma jor i ty of the pieces r e c o v e r e d appear Late B r o n z e A g e / E a r l y I r o n A g e i n date. T h o u g h n o f o r m a l 
tools are present , 3 c r u d e m u l t i - p l a t f o r m cores w e r e r e c o v e r e d . These pieces l ack p l a t f o r m 
p r e p a r a t i o n a n d w e r e w o r k e d w i t h a h a r d h a m m e r ; one bears i n c i p i e n t cones, i n d i c a t i v e of p o o r l y 
c o n t r o l l e d f l a k i n g . F lakes t e n d to be squat w i t h b r o a d butts , a g a i n l a c k i n g p r e p a r a t i o n . O c c a s i o n a l 
except ions to this t e c h n o l o g i c a l sys tem exist; a f ine flake a n d a b l a d e f r a g m e n t r e c o v e r e d f r o m [009] 
are l i k e l y to predate the B r o n z e A g e , as does a large p a t i n a t e d b l a d e f r o m [093]. T h i s latter piece 
appears to h a v e b e e n r e w o r k e d , b e a r i n g n o t c h e d r e t o u c h at its d i s t a l e n d . S u c h e x p l o i t a t i o n of a n 
earl ier piece is consistent w i t h Late B r o n z e A g e / E a r l y I r o n A g e technica l economies . 

W o r k e d a n d b u r n t flint w a s r e c o v e r e d f r o m patches of rel ict b u r i e d s o i l , f r o m the m e d i e v a l h e a d l a n d 
a n d f r o m later features. H o w e v e r a large p r o p o r t i o n of the assemblage (5 w o r k e d flint a n d 5 b u r n t 
flints) w a s r e c o v e r e d f r o m a B r o n z e A g e pi t , F.21. 2 cores (of w h i c h 1 h a d b e e n b u r n t ) , 5 flakes a n d 3 
u n m o d i f i e d pieces of b u r n t flint w e r e r e c o v e r e d f r o m this feature. 
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Appendix 5: The environmental bulk samples 
Rachel Ballantyne 

N i n e samples w e r e e x a m i n e d f r o m a v a r i e t y of graves , t w o f i l l s of a poss ib le B r o n z e A g e p i t , a n d t w o 
i n d e t e r m i n a t e features. The graves c o n t a i n l o w a m o u n t s of s m a l l charcoa l , w h i c h is o f ten v i t r i f i e d , 
a n d f ragments of c h a r r e d concre t ion . O c c a s i o n a l c h a r r e d gra ins are of b r e a d w h e a t a n d h u l l e d b a r l e y 
w h e r e i d e n t i f i a b l e . T h e p lant r e m a i n s are p r o b a b l y surface debr i s f r o m n e a r b y b u r n i n g events , w h i c h 
became i n c o r p o r a t e d d u r i n g the i n f i l l i n g of the graves . T h e B r o n z e A g e pi t so le ly contains w o o d 
charcoa l a n d one b a r l e y g r a i n . 

P r e s e r v a t i o n c o n d i t i o n s at the site m a y h a v e b e e n p o o r , d u e to the abras ive , s a n d y s o i l , a n d the 
b u r n i n g c o n d i t i o n s , w h i c h appear to have been intense w h e r e v i t r i f i e d c h a r c o a l a n d c o n c r e t i o n are 
present. The nature of ac t iv i ty at the site, p a r t i c u l a r l y its use as a cemetery , w i l l a lso h a v e r e d u c e d 
the l i k e l i h o o d of c h a r r e d p lant r e m a i n s . 

M e t h o d o l o g y 

A l l samples w e r e processed b y h a n d u s i n g bucket f lo ta t ion . T h e flots w e r e co l l ec ted u s i n g a 300LUTI 
sieve, a n d the res idues w a s h e d o v e r 1 m m m e s h . B o t h flots a n d res idues w e r e d r i e d p r i o r to their 
s c a n n i n g u n d e r a l o w - p o w e r b i n o c u l a r microscope . W h e r e u s e d , p lant n o m e n c l a t u r e f o l l o w s Stace 
(1997). 

P r e s e r v a t i o n 
O n l y l i m i t e d c h a r r e d p l a n t remains w e r e recovered , w h i c h m a y be a f u n c t i o n of the na ture of the site 
itself as w e l l as p r e s e r v a t i o n c o n d i t i o n s . Those grains that w e r e present w e r e of ten of p o o r surface 
c o n d i t i o n , w h i c h m i g h t be l i n k e d to the s a n d y s o i l . The h i g h a m o u n t s of v i t r i f i e d c h a r c o a l a n d 
f ragments of c h a r r e d concre t ion re lat ive to n o n - v i t r i f i e d c h a r c o a l suggest that b u r n i n g c o n d i t i o n s 
w e r e of intense tempera ture . S u c h c h a r r i n g c o u l d h a v e c a u s e d the loss of m o r e f ragi le p l a n t 
c o m p o n e n t s , s u c h as seeds, chaff or e v e n cereal gra ins . 

N o m i n e r a l i s e d or w a t e r l o g g e d plant remains w e r e r e c o v e r e d . There are n u m e r o u s i n t r u s i v e roots of 
a horse ta i l species (Equisetum sp.) w i t h i n a l l the samples , a n d also occas iona l i n t r u s i v e seeds a n d l a n d 
m o l l u s c s . O c c a s i o n a l l y poss ib le archaeologica l m o l l u s c shells are present , b u t they are not of 
suf f ic ient q u a n t i t y for e n v i r o n m e n t a l reconstruct ion . 

Residts 
B r o n z e A g e p i t [85] a n d [86], F.21 
M o d e r a t e a m o u n t s of w o o d charcoal , w h i c h appears to be p r i m a r i l y of o a k ( Q u e r c u s sp.) , are present 
w i t h i n the f lots , w i t h s l i g h t l y m o r e i n [86]. O n e p o o r l y p r e s e r v e d b a r l e y g r a i n w a s present i n [85], 
a n d a w h e a t or b a r l e y g r a i n ( T r i t i c u m / H o r d e u m sp.) i n [86]. S c a n n i n g of the r e s i d u e p r o d u c e d severa l 
sherds of p o t t e r y f r o m [86]. 

G r a v e f i l l s , and other features [101] F.24, [50] F.10, [11] F . l , [27] F.3 , [104] F.25, [71], F.16, [128] F.33. 
W h i l s t there are some dif ferences i n c o m p o s i t i o n b e t w e e n features, the f i l l s can be b r o a d l y 
character ised as a lmost d e v o i d of c h a r r e d plant r e m a i n s . There are l o w a m o u n t s of s m a l l charcoa l , 
m u c h of w h i c h is v i t r i f i e d , a n d also fragments of c h a r r e d concre t ion . A s p r e v i o u s l y n o t e d , these 
r e m a i n s suggest intense b u r n i n g c o n d i t i o n s . In some contexts a f e w cereal gra ins are also present . 
O n e g r a i n of a f ree - threshing w h e a t ( T r i t i c u m a e s i t v u m sensu l a t o ) w a s i d e n t i f i e d i n [71] F.16; this 
w h e a t type has b e e n c o m m o n l y c u l t i v a t e d i n E n g l a n d f r o m the ear ly M e d i a e v a l p e r i o d o n w a r d s . In 
[27] F.3 t w o b a r l e y gra ins w e r e r e c o v e r e d , one of w h i c h appears to be h u l l e d ( H o r d e u m sp.) . The 
res idues p r o d u c e d n o s igni f i cant mater ia l , a l t h o u g h n u m e r o u s v e r y s m a l l f ragments of b o n e w e r e 
present - as m i g h t be expected f r o m a grave f i l l . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 
It is d i f f i c u l t to c o n c l u d e m u c h about the c h a r r e d p lant r e m a i n s g i v e n the i r p o o r representat ion , 
w h i c h m i g h t be d u e b o t h to act ivi t ies a n d p r e s e r v a t i o n c o n d i t i o n s at the site. T h e B r o n z e A g e p i t 
c lear ly contains c h a r r e d debr i s associated w i t h h u m a n ac t iv i ty , b u t l i t t le other i n f o r m a t i o n is present . 
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The grave f i l l s a n d other features c o n t a i n l o w a m o u n t s of ' b a c k g r o u n d ' c h a r r e d m a t e r i a l , w h i c h 
p r o b a b l y relates to some f o r m of h u m a n ac t iv i ty nearby. G i v e n the degree of r e w o r k i n g of soi ls l i k e l y 
w i t h i n a cemetery , it is not poss ib le to de termine w h e t h e r the c h a r r e d debr i s w o u l d e v e n h a v e b e e n 
c o n t e m p o r a r y w i t h the p e r i o d of in terments . 

N o fur ther w o r k is therefore r e c o m m e n d e d f r o m the e n v i r o n m e n t a l b u l k samples . 

R e s u l t s t a b l e 

sample number <1> 1 <2> <3> <4> <5> <6> <7> <8> <9> 
c o n t e x t 185] [86] [101] ! [50] [11] [27] [104] [71] [128] 
f e a t u r e F.21 F.21 F.24 1 F .10 F.1 F.3 F .25 F .16 F.33 
descr ipt ion pit fill , pit fill pit fill i g rave fill g rave fill g rave fill j g rave fill I g rave fill cut 
phase date ? B A ?B.A. ? 7th Cent | 7th Cent 71 h Cent 7th Cent 7th Cent ?modern 
samp le vo lume/ litres 12 10 6 7 6 8 4 5 9 
fraction e x a m i n e d 1/2 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1 
hul led H o r d e u m sp . grain hul led barley grain 1 
H o r d e u m s p grain barley grain 1 1 
T r i t i c u m a e s t i v u m »./. grain f ree- threshing wheat grain 1 
T r i t i c u m , H o r d e u m sp . grain wheat /bar ley grain 1 1 
ce rea l grain indet 1 1 

charcoa l f ragments | 
smal l charcoa l (<2mm) +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ + T 
m e d . cha rcoa l (2-4mm) +++ +++ +++ ++ +++ ++ ++ 

+ + 
+++ 

large charcoa l (>4mm) ++ ++ + + ++ + + 
+ - virtrfied cha rcoa l + +++ ++ ++ +++ 

+ 
+++ 

• large Q u e r c u s sp. charcoa l oak w o o d + ++ 

char red concret ion + ++ + 
++ 

+ ++ 
+ + ?sphero id /s lag 1 1 

bone f ragments +++ 
smal l bone 
intrusive insect remains 
intrusive roots +++ +++ +++ ++ 

+ 
+++ 

uncharred s e e d s , probably intrusive + + ++ 

V a l l o n i a s p . + 
T r i c h i a sp . cathol ic + 

t C e p a e a sp. - modern 

K E Y : 

' u ' u n c h a r r e d , p r o b a b l y m o d e r n 
'- ' 1 or 2 cases 
'+' less t h a n 10 cases 
' ++' 10 to 50 cases 
' + ++' greater t h a n 50 cases 
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Appendix 6: The Faunal Remains 
A . Clarke 

Q u a n t i t y and Provenance o f M a t e r i a l 
A s m a l l assemblage of a n i m a l bone w a s r e c o v e r e d t h r o u g h excavat ion b y h a n d , p r o d u c i n g a tota l of 
93 bone f ragments . T h e features that p r o d u c e d the assemblage consist of f o u r h u m a n b u r i a l s 
(Features F . l , F.16, F.29 & F.31) a n d a B r o n z e A g e pi t (Feature F.21). T h e r e m a i n i n g b o n e i n the 
assemblage w a s r e t r i e v e d f r o m v a r i o u s u p p e r s t ra t igraphic layers of the site d a t i n g f r o m the 
M e d i e v a l p e r i o d , a n d the 18 t h to the 20 l h C e n t u r i e s . 

M e t h o d o f A n a l y s i s 
D u e to the s m a l l s ize of the assemblage it w a s poss ible for a l l the b o n e m a t e r i a l to be i n s p e c t e d . T h i s 
w a s c a r r i e d out i n o r d e r to i d e n t i f y the species present w i t h i n the assemblage a n d to h i g h l i g h t a n y 
patterns e v i d e n t i n e lement d i s t r i b u t i o n , age prof i les , b u t c h e r y a n d s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n . A l l b o n e w a s 
i d e n t i f i e d u s i n g S c h m i d (1972) a n d the C a m b r i d g e A r c h a e o l o g i c a l U n i t reference c o l l e c t i o n . 

C o n d i t i o n o f M a t e r i a l 
The assemblage is o n the w h o l e , i n a v e r y g o o d state of p r e s e r v a t i o n . H o w e v e r , i t is e v i d e n t that the 
bone has suf fered f r o m a h i g h degree of p r e - d e p o s i t i o n a l d a m a g e . It is for this reason that the 
ma jor i ty of the b o n e (78.4%) is u n i d e n t i f i a b l e . N a t u r a l l y , this s i t u a t i o n c o m b i n e d w i t h the s m a l l size 
of the assemblage severe ly l i m i t s a m o u n t of u s e f u l in terpreta t ive data that can be i n f e r r e d . 

Range and V a r i e t y o f M a t e r i a l 
A s can be seen f r o m Table 1 b e l o w , the range of species w i t h i n the assemblage is l i m i t e d ; o n l y 
f r a g m e n t a r y r e m a i n s of t w o of the major domest ics ( cow a n d o v i c a p r i d ) w e r e r e c o v e r e d together 
w i t h a f r a g m e n t of antler f r o m a Roe D e e r . These remains c o m e f r o m features that range f r o m the 
B r o n z e A g e , the S a x o n p e r i o d a n d f r o m the 18 t h to 20 , h C e n t u r i e s . 

Species N I S P 

Catt le 13 

O v i c a p r i d 5 
Roe deer 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e 74 

T o t a l 93 

Table 1: N u m b e r of i d e n t i f i e d spec imens b y species ( N I S P ) . 

The B r o n z e A g e p i t (F.21) p r o v i d e d the most a m o u n t s of f a u n a l data o n the site. T h e b o n e takes the 
f o r m of f r a g m e n t e d l i m b bones (such as the d i s t a l h u m e r u s a n d m e t a p o d i a l s ) , a n d b r o k e n s k u l l s 
f ragments , i .e. those bones c a r r y i n g the least a m o u n t of meat a n d as s u c h are suggest ive of d o m e s t i c 
waste o r i g i n a t i n g f r o m p r i m a r y b u t c h e r y . A f ragment of Roe deer antler w a s also r e c o v e r e d . T h i s h a d 
been n a t u r a l l y s h e d rather t h a n cut off the a n i m a l a n d w a s l i m i t e d to the base a n d l o w e r b e a m area. 
E v i d e n c e of severa l s m a l l cut m a r k s w e r e observed , w h i c h m a y suggest that the m i s s i n g p o r t i o n of 
this antler w a s r e m o v e d , p o s s i b l y to be w o r k e d , l e a v i n g the r e m a i n d e r i.e. the part f o u n d o n site, as 
waste . 

The bone f r o m the S a x o n phase of the site a m o u n t s to o n l y 8 f ragments , r e c o v e r e d f r o m the f i l l s of 
f o u r h u m a n b u r i a l s ( F . l , F.16, F.29 & F.31) 50% of w h i c h w a s u n i d e n t i f i a b l e . T h e r e m a i n i n g 
ident i f i ab le bones are v e r y f r a g m e n t a r y a n d l i m i t e d to loose o v i c a p r i d a n d c o w m o l a r s a n d 
phalanges . It w a s a c o m m o n pract ice i n S a x o n t imes to inter h u m a n s a n d a n i m a l s together, a n d it is 
poss ib le that the f a u n a l assemblage represents the remains of w h o l e or p a r t l y w h o l e a n i m a l s , w h i c h 
h a v e b e e n e r o d e d d u e to the d e p t h of t ime . H o w e v e r , the g o o d c o n d i t i o n of the h u m a n r e m a i n s f r o m 
the site, suggests that a m o r e l i k e l y e x p l a n a t i o n is that the i n c l u s i o n of this s m a l l a m o u n t of a n i m a l 
bone w i t h i n the grave f i l l s is acc identa l or i n t r u s i v e . 
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The o n l y other phases of the site that p r o d u c e d f a u n a l r e m a i n s w e r e later s t ra t igraphic layers 
i n t e r p r e t e d as M e d i e v a l p l o u g h s o i l a n d ' g a r d e n s o i l ' f r o m the 18 l h to 20 t h C e n t u r i e s . These phases 
p r o d u c e d o n l y a s m a l l a m o u n t of bone . F r o m the M e d i e v a l phase 4 f ragments of c o w w e r e r e c o v e r e d 
a l o n g w i t h 23 bones that w e r e u n i d e n t i f i a b l e . T h e 18 , h to 20 t h C e n t u r y phase p r o d u c e d o n l y 2 
f ragments of u n i d e n t i f i a b l e bone . 

S t a t e m e n t of P o t e n t i a l 
F a u n a l r e m a i n s w e r e r e c o v e r e d f r o m the B r o n z e A g e a n d S a x o n phases of the site. H o w e v e r , the 
potent ia l i n f o r m a t i o n that can be o b t a i n e d is v e r y l i m i t e d . T h e assemblage is too s m a l l a n d too 
f r a g m e n t a r y to p r o v i d e a n y u s e f u l interpretat ive data , be it e c o n o m i c or r i t u a l , that w o u l d e x t e n d the 
f i n d i n g s of this report b e y o n d a species list a n d a ide i n the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the act ivi t ies c a r r i e d out 
at the site. A f u l l analys is of the f a u n a l assemblage r e c o v e r e d f r o m K i n g ' s G a r d e n H o s t e l is not 
r e c o m m e n d e d . 
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Appendix 7: Soil Assessment 
K. Milek 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 
A n assessment w a s m a d e of the sequence of soils associated w i t h a n d sea l ing the A n g l o - S a x o n 
cemetery at the K i n g ' s G a r d e n H o s t e l site, C a m b r i d g e . A segment of the large s o u t h west f a c i n g 
sect ion (F igure 6 i n the m a i n text) w a s d r a w n a n d d e s c r i b e d , a n d f o u r u n d i s t u r b e d s o i l samples w e r e 
taken for m i c r o m o r p h o l o g i c a l analys is (F igure 1, b e l o w ) . T h e b u r i e d s o i l associated w i t h the graves 
w a s t o p p e d b y a v e r y t h i c k A h o r i z o n , i n c l u d i n g , at the v e r y top of the sequence, the o r g a n i c a l l y 
e n r i c h e d ' g a r d e n s o i l ' associated w i t h the m o r e recent use of the site. A l t h o u g h the ana lys i s of the 
m i c r o m o r p h o l o g y samples is u n l i k e l y to alter or m a k e a s igni f icant c o n t r i b u t i o n to the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
in terpre ta t ion of the site, it does have the potent ia l to p r o v i d e s u p p l e m e n t a r y i n f o r m a t i o n that m a y 
be of interest to the excavators . 

P r e l i m i n a r y R e s u l t s 
The A n g l o - S a x o n b u r i a l s w e r e f o u n d to have been cut in to a w e a t h e r e d B h o r i z o n ( h o r i z o n 5, F i g u r e 
1), a s i l ty c lay l o a m w i t h a b u n d a n t i r o n m o t t l i n g . I r o n n o d u l e s are f o r m e d b y the p e r i o d i c w e t t i n g 
a n d d r y i n g of the s o i l b y a f l u c t u a t i n g w a t e r table, w h i c h leaches ' free ' i r o n f r o m the s o i l u n d e r 
w a t e r l o g g e d c o n d i t i o n s , a n d causes it to reprecipi tate i n the f o r m of r e d d i s h - b r o w n concret ions u n d e r 
d r y , o x i d i z i n g c o n d i t i o n s . Since B r o n z e A g e / I ron A g e pot tery w a s f o u n d w i t h i n this h o r i z o n , 
A n g l o - S a x o n graves w e r e cut in to it, a n d c lods of it h a d been w o r k e d i n t o the deep a n t h r o p o g e n i c top 
s o i l above it , its b u r i a l a n d subsequent g l e y i n g can be a t t r ibuted to the R o m a n a n d A n g l o - S a x o n 
p e r i o d s . 

A b o v e the w e a t h e r e d B h o r i z o n w a s a deep m a n - m a d e top so i l that r e a c h e d a m a x i m u m thickness of 
c. 85 c m i n the area above the b u r i a l s , p r o b a b l y represent ing a type of r i d g e or h e a d l a n d ( h o r i z o n 3, 
F i g u r e 1). T h i s d a r k g r e y i s h b r o w n s a n d y c lay l o a m conta ined i n c r e a s i n g a m o u n t s of g r a v e l i n its 
u p p e r half , a n d h a d b e e n leached of f ine organic m a t e r i a l i n its u p p e r 12cm. T h e th ickness of the 
h o r i z o n can o n l y be the result of a r t i f i c ia l t h i c k e n i n g b y the i n t e n t i o n a l m o v e m e n t a n d d e p o s i t i o n of 
so i l f r o m e lsewhere , a m o d e of f o r m a t i o n that also expla ins the v a r i a b i l i t y of its p o t t e r y assemblage . 
The presence of c l o d s of the u n d e r l y i n g w e a t h e r e d B h o r i z o n m i x e d in to the l o w e r p o r t i o n of the 
th i ck a n t h r o p o g e n i c s o i l m a y be a p r o d u c t of p l o u g h i n g or some other type of m e c h a n i c a l 
d i s t u r b a n c e . T h i s l e n d s fur ther ev idence to the tentative i n t e r p r e t a t i o n that the deep m a n - m a d e top 
so i l represents some f o r m of h e a d l a n d , p o s s i b l y associated w i t h a M e d i e v a l r i d g e a n d f u r r o w s y s t e m . 

The i n s i t u s o i l sequence w a s t o p p e d b y a 25 c m - t h i c k , b lack , h u m i c , l o a m y top s o i l that c o n t a i n e d 
m o d e r n artefacts. T h i s h o r i z o n w a s f o r m e d b y the e n r i c h m e n t of the s o i l w i t h o r g a n i c matter d u r i n g 
the recent use of the site as a g a r d e n b y K i n g ' s C o l l e g e . 

C o n c l u s i o n 
A l t h o u g h it is u n l i k e l y that the analys is of the m i c r o m o r p h o l o g y samples w o u l d d r a s t i c a l l y alter the 
in terpre ta t ion of the site, it c o u l d p r o v i d e s u p p l e m e n t a r y i n f o r m a t i o n o n s o i l t y p e , p e d o g e n i c 
processes, a n d characterist ics p r o d u c e d b y h u m a n ac t iv i ty . T h e analys is of the w e a t h e r e d B h o r i z o n 
(samples 13 a n d 14) associated w i t h the A n g l o - S a x o n b u r i a l s w o u l d g i v e a n i n d i c a t i o n of the nature of 
the o r i g i n a l soils a n d their genesis (e.g. w h e t h e r they w e r e a b r o w n forest s o i l , etc.). The ana lys i s of 
the deep a n t h r o p o g e n i c top s o i l (samples 14 a n d 15) w o u l d p r o v i d e i n f o r m a t i o n about the o r g a n i c 
a n d a n t h r o p o g e n i c mater ia ls u s e d to i m p r o v e a g r i c u l t u r a l soils i n the M e d i e v a l p e r i o d , a n d the m o d e 
of f o r m a t i o n of the a r t i f i c ia l ly t h i c k e n e d A h o r i z o n . If this s o i l h a d i n d e e d b e e n p l o u g h e d , there is a 
chance that m i c r o s c o p i c features re la ted to the m e c h a n i c a l d i s turbance of the s o i l b y p l o u g h i n g w i l l 
be v i s i b l e i n t h i n sect ion. The analys is of the g a r d e n s o i l ( sample 16) w o u l d p e r m i t the 
character isat ion of the organic a n d a n t h r o p o g e n i c mater ia ls u s e d to e n r i c h this h o r i z o n . T h i s deep 
sequence of m a n - m a d e a n d n a t u r a l soils therefore has the p o t e n t i a l to p r o v i d e a n in teres t ing short 
s tudent project, a n d the m i c r o m o r p h o l o g y samples c o u l d be processed at cost for this p u r p o s e . 
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1 ' D e m o l i t i o n layer ' : m i x e d s o i l , s a n d a n d 
g r a v e l . A b r u p t b o u n d a r y w i t h : 

2 A h h o r i z o n : h u m i c A h o r i z o n , a t t r i b u t e d to 
a m o d e r n ' g a r d e n s o i l ' : B l a c k (10YR 2/1) 
v e r y organic m e d i u m s a n d y l o a m , 
c o n t a i n i n g a b u n d a n t roots , c. 5% g r a v e l , 1-
2% charcoa l flecks a n d m o d e r n artefacts. 
C l e a r b o u n d a r y w i t h : 

3a A , h o r i z o n : u p p e r A h o r i z o n , as 3b 
(be low) , b u t l i g h t g r e y i s h b r o w n d u e to the 
l e a c h i n g of f ine o r g a n i c m a t e r i a l . C l e a r , 
u n d u l a t i n g b o u n d a r y w i t h : 

3b A 2 h o r i z o n : l o w e r A h o r i z o n ; a d e e p 
a n t h r o p o g e n i c s o i l ; v e r y d a r k g r e y i s h 
b r o w n (10YR 3/2) f ine to m e d i u m s a n d y 
c lay l o a m , w i t h c. 5% g r a v e l , <1% 
c h a r c o a l flecks a n d p o t t e r y of m i x e d date. 
D i f f u s e b o u n d a r y w i t h : 

3c A s 3b (above), w i t h o n l y 2% g r a v e l . 
D i f f u s e , i r r e g u l a r b o u n d a r y w i t h : 

4 T r a n s i t i o n layer : c l o d s of 5 (be low) m i x e d 
w i t h 3c (above). 

5 B w i i h o r i z o n : w e a t h e r e d B h o r i z o n , w i t h 
a b u n d a n t i r o n m o t t l i n g ; b r o w n ( 1 0 Y R 4 / 3 ) 
s i l ty c lay l o a m , c o n t a i n i n g c. 20% i r o n 
n o d u l e s a n d p r e h i s t o r i c pot tery . 

F i g u r e 1 . East s e c t i o n , s h o w i n g t h e l o c a t i o n o f m i c r o m o r p h o l o g y samples 
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