

















also came across numerous articles
and case studies on the [lesh trade,
and almost all of them blamed its
perpetuation on either the open
boerder hetween Nepal and India or
the corrupt police and government
officials in both countries. However,
apportioning hlame is not going to
solve the problem. It
is time to look at the
core of the problem,
which is quite
obvtous—Nepals
poverty. Only with a
responsible govern-
ment devoted to
uplifting the nation’s
cconomy can
Nepalis have a
better chance of
survival within their
OWIL COUTTY.

Rita Lohani

Clark University,

Massachussetls

Monica’s anatomy

I've read Himal with interest over
the years and will continue to do
s0 in the [uture. Though I'm not

a subscriber, there are [ew

issues which I haven't had the
opportunity to read. I've appreciated
the magazine’s incisive social and
political criticism, its refusal to
shirk from tssues of substance, and
its tendency to highlight and
examine matters ol social justice,
including sexism,

Given what 1 thought were
Himal’s strongest qualities, I was
surprised to read in the “Medjiafile”
section of the September 1998 issue
columnist Chhetria Patrakars
concern with Monica Lewinsky’s
anatomy. Why should we have to
read about Patrakar’s curiosity as to
why “press photographs studiously
focus on Ms Lewinsky’ (sic) torso
and leave her bottom half out of the
frame”.

To his credit, Patrakar’s criticism
of this omission lies in the fact that
“the voyeuristic demands of media
require that the public be shown an
attractive woman”. But Patrakar’s
chotice of language and tone—
indeed the framing of his ques-
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tion-——makes his criticism of others’
sexism ring hollow.

Kenneth D Croes

Princeton, New Jerscy

Yeti, come back
When 1 got my last issuc of Himal
and it had no veti at the end, 1
thought it was what we
in the husiness cail a
‘defective copy’, also an
‘export reject’, mayhe
OK for us Indians but
not for elsewhere. Bur 1
can as much do without
veti as Jim Hendrix
could do without his
daily poke. So 1 asked a
[riend in Yankland, and
for safety (you know US
Mail) another in Old
Blighty, to send me their
issues. These arrived,
but the lady had done
the vanishing act there as well.
Then it dawned that this was not
little Nepals trick on us big Indians
but a considered, or consideredly
idietic, decision to drop the page
altogether. This is a warning. If the
yeti does not reappear I shall he
contacting the LTTE for turther
action and advice.

Ramachandra Guha

Bangalore

[ have to tell the “Abominably
Yours” columnist how vou have
been missed in the last two issues.
Did someone finally trace your
feminist footprints and scare you
away? Please come back to the back
pages; Himal isn't the same without
your spicy, acidic missives.

Alexa Dvorson

Cologne, Germany

[ am in shock. As a faithful reader of
Himal the Himalayan magazine, and
having watched the magazine’s
sweep broaden to envelop the dusty
plains and the seas, T was glad the
yeti had thought it unnecessary to
hudge from the last page, issue after
issue. Now what have you done?
Surely she bas no need to hihernate.

Ann Ninan

New Deihi

At birst [ thought it was just a case
of PMS, this sudden silence from
the erstwhile yakkety veti. But now
methinks your hirsute lady colum-
nist is sericusly thinking of not
coming back at all. What gives?
What has caused her chest hair e
curl and get her all upset? Fee not
commensurate with her appetite?
Unrequited love? Sore bum from all
that sitting while writing her
column? Whatever it is, do lure her
back. even if it means rubbing yak
hutter on an immense behind. The
thought of a Lady-less Himal is,
well, abominable.

Mavria Makris

makrism@aol.com

[ have just received my January
copy ol Himal and am disappoeinted
to see that “Ahominably yours” is
still missing. Please pass on my
good wishes to your correspondent
for an enjoyable extended leave.
When will she he returning? 1
always read ber column before
anything else in Himal, so her
incisive satire and wit is sadly
missed.

Adrian Price

<adrian@sway.prestel.co.uk>
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indian Christian
theologians also
began critiguing
the church’s
conservatism
and its conniv-
ance with the
tuling elites—
manifested most
strikingly in its
chain of English-
medium schools
that cater largely
{o the children of
wealthy families,
most of whom
happen lo be
‘high’ caste
Hindus.

INDIA

THEOCRATIC
THREAT

WITH THE pjr having come to power at the
centre, and having emerged as a formidable
{orce all over North India, Christians are now
fast joining Muslims and Dalits as onc of the
principal victims of Hindutva terror. Recent
months have witnessed a sharp escalation of
attacks on Christian priests and nuns, and the
destruction of churches, particularly in
Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh. More recently,
in Orissa, an Australian missionary and his
two sons were set ablaze by a moh reportedly
shouting “Bajrang Dal Zindabad™.

Christians account for a little less than 3
percent of Indias population, hut their con-
tribution to the development of the country,
in the field of social service, education and
health care, has heen quite out of preportion
to their numbers. Traditionally, Indian Chris-
tians have kept a low profile, prelerring con-
structive social engagement to agitational
politics. Their rclations with other religious
communities too have, by and large, been
peaceful and relatively free of controversy.

What, then, accounts for the growing
Hindutva fury against Christians? While it is
true that Hindu communalists have always
been stilfly opposed to Christians, preferring
to see them as ‘anti-nationals’ and agents of
Western powers, that does not explain the
rapid spread ol anti-Christian viclence from
the mid-90s onwards. There are many factors
at work, one of the most significant being the
changing orientation of the Church in India
in recent vears. due to which vested interests
are feeling increasingly threatened.

Barring the Syrian Christians of Kerala,
who trace their conversion to the first cen-
tury AD and to 51 Thomas, one af the apostles
of Jesus, almost all of Indias Christians owe
their conversion to European nuissionaries—
first, the Portuguese and the Dutch and then
the English—who arrived in Indiain the wake
of the establishment of European colonial rule
in the region. Till 1947, the church in India
was modclled completely en the European
pattern, and missionaries saw the dissemina-
tion of European culture as inseparable from
their task of spreading the Christian gospel.

After 1947, however, demands hegan 10

be made hy Indian Christian leaders to make
the church in India more authentically ‘[n-
dian’. Not only were Furopean missionaries
and clergymen replaced by Indians, the In-
dian church also embarked. although for
some, rather too hesitatingly, on what it called
the process of “inculturation” This meant
making a clear distinction hetween the mes-
sage of Christ, on the one hand, and its Euro-
pean expression on the other Conscyuently,
the Indian church increasingly turned its at-
tention to addressing and responding to the
indian social context within which it was
placed.

This shift in orientation manifested iself
in two principal ways: firstly, in what was
termed as the “Indianisation” of the Church,
represented essentially by the usc of art forms,
architectural styles and ritual practices gen-
crally associated with the Brahminic Hindu
tradition, and secondly, in a growing concern
for assisting the process ol the country’s eco-
nomic development, by setting up a vast net-
work of schools, hospitals and charitahle in-
stitutions.

The late 1980s was the period which saw
the dramatic upsurge of the dalit, backward-
caste and tribal struggles all over India. How-
ever, this upsurge was accompanied by the
rapidly growing strength ol Hindutva, or
Brahminism in a new garh. Meanwhile, there
was the failure of the developmentalist ideol-
ogy 1o effectively tackle the problems of mass
poverty, unemployment and widening
inequalities. That was when important sec-
tions within the Indian c¢hurch began ques-
tioning its role in promoting, whether inad-
vertently or otherwise, the twin structures of
Brahminism and capitalism.

Christian dalit ideologues. inspired by the
Ambedkarite movement, called into question
the continued discrimination against the dalits
within the church, although they form alinost
80 percent of the total Indian Christian popu-
lation. Radical Dalit theologians, such as the
late Rev Arvind Nirmal of Aurangabad, Rev
M. Azariah of Madras, and Rev James Massey
of Delhi, even accused the largely *high’ caste
Indian church leadership of ‘Brahminising
Christianity in the name of Indianising’ the
church. At the same time, influenced by Latin
American ‘liberation theology’, many Indian
Christian theologians also began critiquing
the church’s conservatism and its conmivance
with the ruling elites—manifested most strik-
ingly in its chain of English-medium schools
that cater largely to the children of wealthy
families. most of whom happen o be ‘high’
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caste Hindus.

The emerging dalit and liberation theolo-
gies are today propelling significant sections
within the Indian Church towards the path
of radical social activism hy challenging struc-
tures ol oppression—religious, cultural, cco-
nomic and pelitical. Contemporary dalit and
liberation theologians sec Jesus himself as a
revolutionary, a central concern of whose mis-
sion was to oppose the hegemony of the rul-
ing cstablishment and to crusade for a radi-
cally new social order.

This new commitment 1o a socially en-
gaged, radical Christianity is today inspiring
many Christian priests, more so Catholics
than Protestants, to engage themselves in the
struggles of the poor, particularly the dalits
and the trihals. It is this that has earncd them
the wrath of the vested interests and domi-
nant elites—landlords, money-lenders, mer-
chants and others—who sec the growing as-
sertion of the marginalised as threatening to
them. As Father Cedric Prakash, coordinator
of the Gujarat chapter of the United Chris-
tian Forum for Human Rights, explained ina
recent interview, the continuing attacks on
Christians in Gujarat owes directly to the tact
that the Christian priests had helped “em-
power the Dalits and Adivasis [so that] they
can stand for their rights and fight back™.

Itis these ‘high' castes, who have lor cen-
turies sought to legitimise their cruel oppres-
sion of the low’ castes in the name of Hindu-
ism, that alse provide the backbone of sup-
port for groups such as the Rss, VIIE BIF and
the Bajrang Dal. Attacks by Hindutva activ-
ists and their supporters against Christian
priests and nuns working in various parts of
India, sought to be legitimised in the name of
‘protecting Hinduism' and “preventing conver-
sions’, are thus nothing less than a declara-
tion ol war by vested interests on those who
would help the oppressed. '}

-Yoginder Sikand

NEPAL

PINOCHET AND
PANCHAYAT

“THERE WAS no reason for the police to
shoot at all. We were just demonstrating on
the streets, when all of a sudden, hullets be-
gan raining down on us.” Thus described
Ram Chandra Maharjan the events at his
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hilltep hometown of
Kirtipur in Kathmandu
Valley during the 1990
People’s Movement.
Maharjans account is
among the hundreds of
depositions hefore the
three-member Mallik
Commission consti-
tuted in 1990 soon al-
ter the success of the

Movement, to investi-
gartc instances of criminal acts by the state dur-
ing the 49-day-long pro-demeocracy agitation,

As in other countries that suddenly
emerged from authoritarianism o democracy,
the free bur shaky governments of Nepal since
£990 have failed to take action against those
who criminally suppressed opponents of the
erstwhile Panchayat system. In their version
of events to the Commission, all those incrimi-
nated shifted responsibility citing that they
were only acting under orders. Policemen
named their superiors, who, in urn, passed
the buck on to the Home Ministry and the
notoripus “National Resistance Committee”,
constituted of hatshots of the Panchayat re-
gime to oppoese the Peoples Movement. On
its part, the Committee pleaded that 1t too was
following instructions [rom the ‘higher au-
thoritics”. In those days of absolute monar-
chy, higher authorities’ could only mean the
king, and there the exercise of identilving
those responsihle faliered.

The Comnussion submitted its report 1o
the interim government formed immediately
alter the restoration of democracy. The gov-
crnment, a coalition ol the Nepali Congress,
the communists and royalists, however, de-
cided not to take action against pelice per-
sonnel implicated in the Mallik report. The
government’s argument was that such action
may affect the general clections it was man-
dated to conduct. All it did, therelore. was
seize the passports of politicians implicated
and send the report to the Atlorney General.

The Mallik report had recommended
strong action against those mmplicated. The
then Attorney General, however, was of the
opinion that no action could be taken as evi-
dence against individuals was lacking. This
was a view that generated heated debate in
the country at that time, and the head of the
Comumission, Justice Janardhan Mallik, him-
sell protested that the report contained
enough prool for prosecution. But the mater
did not go lurther, and despitc assurances hy
governments of all hues since then, there has

Awaiting justice:
Relatives grieve
during the 1890
Movement.
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The sons and
daughters of
Sinhalese culti-
yvators and
fishermen fight
on against the
sons and daugh-
fers of Tamil
cultivators and
fishermen,
cheered from the
sidelines by the
middle classes.

been no attempt to implement the recommen-
dations.

Years of political oppertunism and na-
tional amnesia have taken their toll and the
commitment to seck justice for past wrongs
has begun to fade. (The report was made pub-
lic only towards the end of 1995.} Nearly a
decade after the atrocities of the spring ot
1990, ihe guilty remain unpunished.

1 took the extradition case in London of
Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet to revive
memeries in Nepal of its own past. Some sec-
tions of the Nepali media started drawing par-
allels between Pinochet’s blood-stained rule
and Nepals own authoritarian Panchayat re-
gime. Meanwhile, a group of 121 law students
sought to file a writ in the Supreme Court
secking it to direct the government to take
action against 47 political stalwarts of the
Panchayat regime who were named in the re-
port. Their argument was that since the bur-
den of finding proof is the governments, state-
ments in the report should be taken as “first
information reports™ on the hasis of which
investigations should begin. The initial peti-
tion was not accepted on the grounds of a
technicality, but the lawyers-to-he were not
to be deterred and they submitted another
petition, the hearing on which is upcoming.

Pinochets junta lasted 17 years, during
which about 3000 were kidnapped, tortured
or disappeared. But at the end of it, Pinochet
was allowed 1o go free in a trade-off for de-
mocracy. Nepal's Panchayat regime stood lirm
for nearly douhle the period of the Chilean
dictator’s rule. During the full three decades
that the king held absolule power, it is be-
lieved that thousands were imprisoned, tor-
tured or disappeared.

The 1990 uprising saw scores killed in
unprecedenied crackdown by the state. And
as, uniike in Chile, Nepals transition from
autoeracy to democracy did not include a
blanket pardon for those responsible for those
offences, there is all the more reason for fol-
lowing the Mallik Commission’s recommen-
dations.

But the longer it takes, the more difficult
itis going o be. The Panchayat-cra forces have
now regained a strong footing in the countrys
political milicu and have partnered govern-
ments with the very ‘democrats’ and commu-
nists who joined forces in 1990 to bring down
the Panchayat regime. (Among those
whose passports were seized were Lokendra
Bahadur Chand, who became prime minister
with the help of the communists in 1997,
and Pashupati Shamshere Rana, who was a

powerful minister in governments which
included hoth the Nepali Congress and the
communists.)

The Mallik report has thus come to
symholise justice-in-waiting, and a challenge
to the collusion between fighters for demaoc-
racy-turned-rulers and those who at the very
least abetted atrocities during the rule of the
Panchavat.

This Nepali inability to right historical
wrongs has a precedent that goes back 50
years. In 1950, began Nepal’s first experiment
with democracy following the semi-violent
overthrow of the rule by hereditary prime
ministers of the Rana family. The excesses
committed during the 104-year Ranasule was
convenicently forgotten in the spirit of the so-
called Delhi Compromise, hetween the king,
the Ranas and the Nepali Congress, represent-
ing the peaple.

The Mallik Commission report had given
Nepal a chance to start afresh after the resto-
ration of democracy in 1990. But as things
have turned out it may once again prove to

he an opportunity lost. Iy
-Ajay Bhadra Khanal

SR! LANKA

SHIRKING
MIDDLE CLASS

THE KILINOCHCHI disaster in Septemher
1968 was the exclamation mark at the end ol
the Sri Lankan governments failed strategy
to capture Lhe Jaffna-Vavuniva highway. help
Tamil moderates establish a pelitical heach-
head in the Jaftna peninsula, and force the
Liheration Tigers of Tamil Elam {IT71: 10 ne-
gotiate on its {the government’s) terms. The
battle resulted in thousands of casualties,
mostly on the armys side, and was perhaps
the costliest since US troops cornered Saddam
Husseins Republican Guard at the end of the
Gull War in 1991, The defeat was soon lol-
lowed by the governments decision to call off
its “Operation Victory Assured™ and, scnsing
its advantage, the LI'TFs new oflers to enter
inte unconditonal talks which the govern-
ment promptly rebulfed.

Further deepening the gloom. recent re-
ports in the Sri Lankan press that South Alri-
can President Nelson Mandela would tacili-
tate negotiations turned out to he. in the
words of the Sri Lankan Foreign Minister

HIMAL 12/2 February 1999




Lakshman Kadirgamar, “idle speculation”

What no one hothered to ask was why
Mandela would risk his unmatched cache and
credibility in attempting to reconcile two war-
ring sides that seem so uninterested in com-
promise. As the new year began. the govern-
ment turned its attention to the provineial
council elections, while the army appeared to
have changed its strategy, from forging mass
formations of troops and artillery to opting
for smaller fighting patrols.

SriLanka’ citizens are quick to hlame their
leaders for the seemingly endless political and
military stalemate but the “civil societies™ on
both sides of the ethnic divide are equally to
blame. This is a war in which the sons and
daughters of Sinhalese cultivators and fisher-
men fight on against the sons and daughters
of Tamil cultivators and fishermen, cheered
from the sidelines hy the middle classes of
hoth communities who dominate the wars
discourse hut whose contributions to the war
effort are mostly measured in airy words and
good intentions.

The contradiction hetween the Sinhalese
desire to vanquish the LTTE and their unwill-
ingness to enlist, especially when the tide of
battle shilts and victory appears remote, is per-
haps the Sri Lankan army’s greatest ohstacle
Lo achieving its objectives. The Tigers lace the
same frustration. Their dream ol Elam would
be closer te reality if more Tamils left the com-
forts of asylum abroad and joined up.

But it appears that the majority of the
people from hoth sides, at home and clse-
where, comprise this very shirking middle.
Too clever to enlist and too proud or insecure
to advocate concessions, these people, often
insulated from the full effects of the war, ar-
gue that the governments devolution propos-
als go too far or don't go far enough. They
either stall or overreach. Stall, because dia-
logue and debate without closure amounts to
(ilibuster and overreach, because neither side
can expect to achieve through negotiations
what it has failed te through war.

The more victory-minded among the Sin-
halese and Tamil communities contribute
money directly to the war effort through
the National Defence Fund or Liic front
organisations, while others give to charities
that support widows and children of dead
soldiers, purchase artificial limhs, and so on.
While these soft donations arc graciously ac-
cepted, they are not what the army or the 1 7TF
require 1o finish their husiness. Both sides
need fighters, desperately, and all the money
and high-tech weaponry in the world are not
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going to help cither side win unless more arm-
chair firebrands, whao believe compromise is
impossible. have the courage to act on their
convictiens and enlist.

The role of the shirking middle will have
to be morc decistve hecause there are more of
them. They can continue to stall or overreach,
while fetting people with fewer social options
do the fighting for them, or they can put their
political weight hchind the not-so-proud lead-
ers and activists of hoth communities who
would rather compromise than win, and who,
demonstrating a courage of their own. are
working for a negotiated settlement, however
imper(ect. b

-Nilan Fernando

PAKISTAN

AT DEBT’S DOOR

ON THE surface, it seems that Pakistan is
making a comehack into the good books of
the international financial community. In the
third week of January, it received a USD 575
million “bailout package” from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund to improve its balance
of payment situation. Following the IMF loan,
came a separate credit of USD 350 miilion
from the World Bank {or reflorms in the bank-
ing sector. Islamahad has also sought a re-
scheduling of its loans servicing with the Paris
Cluh, a consortium of donor countries and
subsidiary organisations of the IMT, and a re-
lief of USD 3.5 hillion is likely [rom that di-
rection.

Earlier, in Seplemher 1998, sensing the
gravity of Pakistan’s economic mess and a
possible default in paynients to lending insti-
tutions, the US government had eased the eco-
nomic sanctions for one vear. (It is believed
that this was due to Pakistani assurances that
it would sign the c181 during 1999, a fact de-
nounced, by right-wing religious parties led
hy the radical Jamat-e-1slami, as a rollback of
the country’s nuclear programmc.)

For a country facing cconomic sanctions
after the nuclear tests of May 1998, said the
governments economic managers, the cred-
its from the Tund and 1he Bank would pro-
vide relief to the cconomy. However, indepen-
dent cconomists, bankers and husinessmen
see them enly as a further burden on the ail-
ing economy. Pakistan zlready owes about
USD 30 billion to various lending agencies
and these packages. intended 1o avoid an im-




Vajra (literally--flash
of lightning). is an
artists' condominium,
a transit home for
many, providing a
base during months of
hibernation and
creative inspiration.
Its 1solation, graphic
splendour and
peaceful ambience,
make an ideal retreat
from the clock of
pressure.
Ketaki Sheth
Inside Chuside

I stayed a week at the
Vajra, by which time
[ had become so fond
of it that T stayed
another.

Simpen

John Collee
The London Ohserver
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mediate  default, would
provide but a briel respite.
Moreover, these short-
term benefits will
not count for
much as the time
will come when
the countrv will
have to pay back
the money.

Neither  the
government nor
the IMF has re-
vealed all the con-
ditions tagged 1o
the latter’s package, hut experts believe they
may include stringent economic demands
such as raising power and oil prices, devalu-
ing currency, and broadening the revenuc
base. The declared conditions call for a growth
rate of 510 6 percent over the medium term,
reduction in annual inflation rate 10 6 per-
cent hy 2001-02 against the present rate of 9
percent, reduction in the external current ac-
count defictt [rem about 3 percent of ;pPin
1998-99 to less than 1.5 percent of Gpp
by 2001-02, and improvement in social
indicators.

Given Pakistans declining exports and the
drying up of new invesiments after the nuclear
tests, it will be very dillicult for the govern-
ment to fulfil all it has committed to. The cur-
rent IMF credit consists of (wo programines:
i} extended structural adjustment [lacility
(FsAF) and ii) compensatory and contingency
financing lacility (CCFF), which is commer-
cial credit at market interest rates. The major
portion of this package is the CCFF loan aimed
at offsetting the shortfall of export earnings
during 1999. “It is ridiculous to make up for
export earnings by taking costly loans,” said
Shahid Hassan Siddiqui, senior banker and
chairman of the Research Institute of Islamic
Banking and Finance in Karachi.

In an attempt to prevent movement of [or-
eign exchange out of the country after the
nuclear blasts, the government had taken
some unpopular decisions including the freez-
ing of all foreign currency bank accounts and
imposing restrictions on imports. Importers
were asked to deposit 30 percent of the im-
port letter of credit amount in advance and
directed to purchase dollars at market rates.
(Only the import of essential items like food,
oil and drugs were exempted.) For this, the
central hank introduced a dual exchange sys-
tem, which provided for an inter-bank ex-
change rate reflecting the market situation,
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besides the official rate of exchange.

To encourage exports, the government al-
lowed exporters to sell 50 percent of their hard
currency earnings at inter-bank rates and sur-
render the remainder to the government at
official exchange rates. (This ratio was re-
cently increased to 80 percent; earlier, all ex-
port earnings had to be given to the govern-
ment at the official rate.) Unfortunately, these
steps had no impact on exports: export lig-
ures for July-December 1998 reveal that earn-
ings fell by over 12.5 percent over the sare
period the year hefore.

Governiment control over the foreign cur-
rency accounts shook the confidence of in-
vestors and the common people as a whole.
Over hall a million account holders were de-
prived of their money overnight in the wake
of the state of emergency imposed just after
the nuclear blasts. Although the government
later defroze the accounts, allowing with-
drawal in Pakistan rupees at the official ex-
change rate, the puhlics confidence is still not
restored. “That confidence can be restored
only by spending on development of infra-
structure and the social sector, which would
create employment and bring investment,”
said Asad Saeed, an economist with the
Karachi-based Pakistan Institute of Labour,
LCducation and Research (PILLR).

Pakistan's foreign exchange reserves,
which stood at UsD 1,26 billion belore 28
May, had plunged to USD 400 million by Oc-
tober 1998. The injection of USD 346 million
—reimbursement of the purchase price of F-
L6 Nighter jets held by the US—brought the
reserves up to USD 1 billion at the heginning
of the new year. But the economic crisis is [ar
from heing over. Cautioned hanker Siddiqui,
“It has just heen deferred till September, after
which we will see a very difficult situation.”

A
-Shujauddin Qureshi
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Vijay Prashad

HINDU RIGHT

1§ WRONG

Extremist Hindutva worming its way into the minds of the Indian masses is
making intolerance look like a good habit.
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he leopard does noet change its spots. It
was a given that the Hindu Right in In
dia would be the vanguard ol intoler-
ance, and at the end of one vear in power that
is exactly how it is.

It should, however, be kept in mind that
the rulers in Delhi, are not all from within
the family of the Hindu Right. Of the 13 coa-
lition partners, most represent regional elites
whose supporting the Bharatiya Janata Party
(3JP) was based on the BJPs promise to be more
moderate {in contrast 1o the unbridled visions
of the [ascistic members ol its extended
family).

Prominent secularists and sometime so-
cialists like George Fernandes and Yashwant
Sinha are part of the coalition handwagon. But
for all that. 8/Fs governance has in no way
been quatitatively different [rom how the pre-
ceding Congress governments ruled. What
sets Byr apart though is its “authoritarian
symptoms”, as pointed out quite rightly by
Prakash Karat of the Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist), which keeps in focus the dis-
ease of intolerance that is gnawing Indian
society.

What is the diseasc that drives the Bjr-led
coalition government? At the hehest of cru-
cial sections of the dominant classes thas want

to see the economy recomposed to their in-
tcrests, the government proceeds apace with
what is so unhappily catled “liheralisation™.
For example, the Patents Bill and sale of puh-
lic insurance companies seem 1o proceed un-
impeded hy the curious swadeshi being sold
by some parts ol the Hindu Right. How
does a party so committed to territorial
nationatism and te the sovereignty ol the In-
dian (or, sotto voece, the Hindw) explain its
cavalier handover ol popular resources to
imperial capital and to a small section of the
Tndian clite?

How else, but by the perversion ol the idea
of nationalism. What was once a partial con-
cern for peoples’ well-being, now slowly be-
comes a jingoistic obsession over ones “na-
tional security” (hence the bomb and the anti-
China/Pakistan rhetoric), and into unwar-
ranted attacks on internal Muslim and Chris-
tian minorities. To be a patriot, in this skewed
togic, is to don the garb of a paramiiitary thug.
Meanwhile, the nations resources are up
for sale to the lowest bidder, whether trans-
national corporations or to hawala-financed
firms.

This protean form of intolerance allows
for a different enemy in each decade. In the
1970s, the principal enemies of the Hindu
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Right of Bombay were dalits, Tamil workers
and the communists. A decade later, the tar-
get shifted to Muslims, particularly after the
Meenakshipuram conversions and with the
revival of the Ayodhya campaign. Now the ire
of the Right has landed on Indian Christians,
In Delhi. the 5jr tried to denotify churches in
a hid to increase liquor stores and bars in the
city. (Since liquor cannot be sold heside reli-
gious buildings, the BJP government tried to
argue that the sacrament is itself alcohol}

The pjr greeted the entry of Somia Gandhi
into politics with jeers abowt her religion.
Then, Ashok Singhal, the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (viiry chicel, said that Amartya Sen's
Nobel Prize was part of a Christian conspiracy,
evenas ViiPactivists raped through Dangs dis-
trict in Gujarat in what is explained by some
informed quarters of the Hindu Right as acts
of anti-imperialism.

Nuclear Hinduism
The purpose of this intolerance is simple: it
re-focuses the troubles of the multitude and
re-directs them against marginal
communities who are treated as the
caunse of distress. With the capture
of the Indian Council of Historical
Research, the sectarian revisions of
school text-books. and the
attempted introducuon of the
“Saraswati Vandana® in the class-
room, the Hindu Right (with its
opporiunist partners) is trying to
waor its way into the minds of the
masses and make intolerance seem
a good habit.

The attack on Christian rituais

cight robots recite the seriptures and enact

scenes from mythoelogical stories. The vulgar-
ity emerges even more callously when the vHP
promises to huild a “temple of strength”, a
shakti pecth, at the Pokhran nuclear test site
and when vEF activists pledge to carry the ir-
radiated soil as prasad (religious offering)
across the country. As military chauvinism
increased in the last months of 1998, 60,000
troops led by about 6000 officers of the In-
dian army conducted military exercises at the
India-Pakistan horder {code-named “Shiv
Shakti"—these exercises are the higgest since
Operation Brasstacks in the mid-1980s).

Nuclear Hinduism offers a macho and ar-
rogant ethic to Indian society, one that remains
far from rhe heritage of secial justice one
might find in the heterogeneous Hindu tradi-
tions. “India was a nation ruled by a bunch of
hijras [eunuchs] in the past,” said vhr's
Singhal, and the tests are an “emphatic asser-
tion of Hindu pride”.

The use of Buddha in the spirit of nuclear

jingoism was also an act of disdain towards

the dalits, for many of whom
the Buddha is very special.
In March 1998, the pjr Min-
ister for Secial Welfare in
Uttar Pradesh, Prem Lata
Katiyar, and her son sent
their followers on a rampage
against dalits in the town of
Mahipalpur. The shadow of
Ghatkopar (the site ol the
July 1997 massacre of dalits
in Maharashtra) still lurks in
all this. The desecration of
Ambedkars statue in that

in the name of anti-imperialism or the pro-
tection of Hindu rituals in the name of tradi-
tion, comes at a time when the Hinduism of
the Right is faltering into the vulgarity of greed
and power. avording the morality of justice.
We now have a neo-Hindu bourgeoisie which
erect temples with valet parking, conducts
pilgrimages that allow the healthy (not just
the infirm) to aveid the penanees of the flesh
(such as arduous treks o holy sites?, and who
follow godmen as they preach selfishness
and avarice—the descendants of Bhagwan
Rajneesh who once said that there were
enough gurus for the poor, which was why
he would minister to the rich.

Consider the International Scciety of
Krishna Consciousness’ “Glory of India Vedic
Cultural Centre” temple in New Delhi, inau-
gurated by Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee in early April 1998, In this temple,
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Bombd\ locality was followed by at least one
similar event in Amravati (Cu_}arat) a dy-
namic propelled hy the anti-Mandal and
anti-Ambedkar University movement fash-
joned by the Sangh Parivar.,

With “caste’ to perhaps reappear as a cat-
cgory in the 2001 Census, there is now even
talk of identity cards with one’s caste repre-
senited on it. India scems to be entering the
stage of yellow stars and pink triangles, the
touchstones of Hitler's Germany.

It is now up to reasenable people to
struggle against the authoritarian symptoms
of the Hindu Right and the vitiated agenda of
these treasonahle people. When the Hindu
Right hurls the hranding reproach ol secular-
ism, communism and socialism at us, we need
to acknowledge that this means that they tear
the power of those ideas. But idcas themselves
do not make history, organised people do.

Macho Hindu,
Ashok Singhal.
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C.K. Lal

FEAR OF
ASSIMILATION

The past is not always something io be proud about. Deep down, we are all
mongrels. There is always an element of shame hidden in history, and such is

€ he first wave of Aryans, who invaded
the Harappans of the plains of the Indus
&1 valley inabout 1800 BC. learnt two les-
sons that had far-reaching consequences.
First, that the Harappans had a clearly supe-
rior culture with advanced religion, retined
art and a prosperous urban civilisation. Sce-
ond, that despite their marked superiority. the
Harappans ended up as the losers because they
despised hicrarchy and maintained an egali-
tarian socicty.

An inferiority complex arising trom the
first lesson prompted the Aryans to create a
hierarchical social order. The Brahmins were
1o maintain purity to perform ritual sacrifices.
Contamination of any kind was to be forbid-
den. The Kshatrivas were to be the warrior
rulers. To facilitate their function, these pro-
tectors were allowed some measure of inter-
action with the artisan, the farmer, and the
trader groups that were to he co-opted from
the urban aboriginals. Together, they consti-
tuted the ruling triad in the lirst book of the
Rig Veda.

o swanpeglE0T
e tents i

The hierarchy grew with the additien ol

the case of the Hindu as well.

Shudras in the later hymns. They were 1o be
integrated irom the non-urban aboriginals on
the pain of servitude. These Untouchables
were kept outside the system, cither because
they refused to surrender 1o the invaders or
because they weren't economically very 1m-
portant Lo the ruling classes. But they were to
be feared nevertheless, because their numbers
were signilicant. Manu then appearcd with his
iron-clad dictates of purity. The fact that Aryan
men had started marrying aboriginal women
may have prompted him in his work o lump
women together with the dasas (slaves) and
animals,

Around 800 BC, the Kshatrivas got res-
tive and sought independence from Brahmin
domination, prompting the myihological axe-
wiclding Brahmin sage Parshuram to rid the
carth of all rulers who did net how to Brah-
min supremacy. Between 600 BC and 300 BC,
cgalitarian religions like Buddhism ane

Jainism raised their heads but failed e sw-

vive, The eclipse of Jainism and Buddhisim in
Bharatvarsha is ascribed by Brahmins to the
pacifist, tolerant and accommodative nature
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of these Kshatriva religions, Resurgent Hin-
duism after the fall of Buddhism became pu-
ritanical, ritualistic, aggressive, and even more
compartmentalised.

The lslam of the mendicants and the
Christianity of the preachers were assimilated.
but never accepled. Later, Buddha became an
avatdar of Vishnu, and Jainisim a mere scet of
highiy disciplined Hindus. However, the pho-
hia returned as soon as Islam rode in from
the northwest on the horse of the invader. Hi-
crarchy was then made even more cxclusive
1o preserve purity. A vanguard community of
Sikhs later emerged 10 protect this hierarchy,
but ¢ven they were excluded when thev
started 1o grow as an independent power cen-
tre free of Brahmin domination. Fear ol as-
similation thus became rooted more firmly in
the insccure Hindu mind.

Phony tolerance

Caste mark, sacred threads and Sanskrit
chants are kept alive not by secular institu-
tions, but by religious zealots. When the
mlechcha colomsers of Christiandem over-
threw the Islamic rulers, the fear of oblivien
[orced the hierarchy 1o incite the Mutiny of
1857, But gunpowder proved superior to the
sacrificial fire. and the shame of loss impelled
the hicrarchy to lind selace in an idealised
past. Anvone who did not conform to this
construct was an alien, an enemy. and hence
not telerable.

When the British departed India. they left
behind a parttioned Subcontinent. Two inse-
cure groups, both equally fearful ol each other,
vented their bottled-up anger at each other
as soon as the common cnemy left. The
ideals of the Westernised Hindu leaders made
them choose a sccular Indian state, thus
denying an identity once again 1o a huge ma-
jority of the popu]anon Frustration and
blind ragc consumed the sceds of wolerance
sowed by Mahauma Gandhi, and he became
the first victim of the failure of his own
ideciogy.

The martyrdom of Gandhi succeeded in
creating a sense of gmlt, but it did not last
long enough 1o prevent the massacres at the
Moradabads and the Bhiwandis. The fear per-
sisted. Afraid ol the relative prosperity ot the
Sikhs, the hierarchy looked lor an excuse to
teach them a lesson and found a convenient
one in the political assassination of the lady
who rode a tiger.

Stll Tater. frightened by a Muslim awalk-
ening and lslamic assertiveness boosted by
petro-dollars, a symbolic attack was engi-
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necred on the whole community by demol-
ishing the Babri Masjid. Shamed by Christian
charity and service among the impoverished
and dewntrodden. now churches are set 1o
light and missionaries (and their children!
immolated.

Aggressiveness is rooted in fear Nearly
4000 vears after their arrival in the Suhconti-
nent (il this day the fear of assimilation that
scarcd the Arvans continues to haunt
Hindu society, even though it was the Aryans
themselves who have been doing the assimi-
lation all along. This is the reason why
Hindus are the ones that harbour deep
insecurities otherwise found in minority
communitics.

will Hindus ever grow confident enough
to be tolerant? ¥S. Naipaul, who {inds a new
awakening in a wounded civilisation, may he
hopelessly optuimistic. To a Hindu mind. it
defies logic that anyone would he interested
in being a non-tindu and different, when
(it is thought} he can very well keep his dif-
ferenee intact in the larger Hindu fold. Toler-
ance comes only when a dilference is
recognised. Ascribed differences, on the other
hand, breed contempt. The much-touied
Hindu tolerance is a myth carcfully cultivated
hy the priviteged Brahmin-Kshatriva-Vaishyas
triad 10 maintain their hold over socicty. In
reality, anyone who does not cenform te the
Hindu worldview is less than human—cither
a desvi or a mlechcha,

To cultivate tolerance, one lirst has to
recognise that the past 1s not made up ol pure
unmingled pride. Dig deep enough, and we
are all mongrels. There is always an element
of shame hidden in history. Descendants of
Arvan invaders cannol undo what their an-
cestors did to the Suhcontinent’s aboriginals.
But they can at least stop acting phony, The
rhetoric of panchjanya, the idea of including
non-caste tribals as the fifth category of Hin-
dus {and which is also the name of the
Rashtriya Swavamsevak Sangh mouthpiece).
is merely another offer of assimilation, not of
acceptance.

The breaking down of hicrarchy, spread
el equality and institutienalisation of social
justice may bestow that dignity to the down-

rrodden which will one day lead to acceptance

and respect for differences. But myths do bave
value. If the myth of Hindu tolerance causes
the community to become telerant, to behave
the way it L]dllll‘; it has been behaving for cen-
turics, then perhaps the distinction between
mvth and reality will blur and eventually
disappcar, Fy

During the
Mutiny of 1857,
gunpowder
proved superior
fo the sacrificia
fire, and the
shame of loss
impelled the

hierarchy fo find

solace in an
idealised past.
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Mushtaq Gazdar

ROOTS OF BIGOTRY

Intolerance is the result of self-indulgence, and when religions turn their

standard thesaurus list of the syn
onyms for “intolerance” would in
: ¢ clude words such as “bigotry”.
“prejudice”, “partiality”, “fanaticism”, “dog-
matism”, “racism”, “jingoism”, "sexism’,
“hias”, “injustice”, “umbrage”, “discrimina-
tion”, “high-handedness™, “narrow-mind-
edness”, “nepotism”, and so on. Each of these
terins denotes hase characteristics that are
antitheses to the development of a just and
democratic socicty.

The history of human civilisation has been
a continuous struggle 1o combat various forms
of intolerance in individuals, rulers. groups
and nations. The more autocratic a ruler, the
less tolerant will the establishment he towards
the common people. In reverse, citizens are
more tolerant towards cach other when their
society is democratic. Intolerance is at its
height in regimes which cannot stangd criti-
cism.

We find that many of the eternal stories of
the waorld, the myths, are bascd on this re-
siduum of reality. Take Greek mythalogy, for
example. Zeus is portrayed as the supreme
deity, the symbol of Power, Rule and Law. He
is [urious at Prometheus for stealing fire from
the gods and giving it to man, and for teach-
ing him many useful arts and sciences. For
this rebeHious act of imparting knowledge 10
a lesser heing, Prometheus is chained to a
mountain and vultures let loose to tear his
hody inte pieces.

At one level this is a fantastic story that

back on their founding ideals.
by Mushtaq Gazdar

shows how a powerful god manifests his wrath
towards someone who dares think differently
or go against accepted mores. On the other
hand, tales like these contain a deeper les-
son—they serve as warnings 1o would-be dis-
senters. This is why such storics continue to
he 1old, 10 appease the powertul in saciety.

History is replete with tragic episodes in
which upright people were killed, maimed,
exploited or exiled for expressing views con-
trary to those held by the powerful. The revo-
lutionary preacher to the poor and destitute.
Jesus of Nazareth, became a threat o the Ro-
man rulers and their rich Jewish business as-
sociates. Together they connived to conviet
him of blasphemy and had him crucilied. The
grandson of Prophet Mohammed, Imam
Hussain, revered hy the Shias of the Muslim
world, was killed at Karbala for refusing to
recognise the establishment of the first heredi-
tary rule in Islam.

Indeed, most of the world's organised re-
ligions had begun as movements for the lib-
cration of the oppressed—that is what is at
their core. However, with the spread of faith,
invariably, religion had o find a way o ad-
just to the power structures in socicty. ] ock-
eving for power with the temporal rulers, the
religious leadership always found it to its ad-
vantage Lo “co-exist”. In return lor a place
among the ruling clique, the clergy bestowed
upon the monarchs the divine authority 1o
rule. On the basis of that strength, the latter
went on o impose laws that limited freedom.
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In the Islamic world. the rulers made good
use ol the tenet of blasphemny and fatwa
prevent or deal with dissidence. Nevertheless,
there was resistance 1o religious fanaticism
and to the strict religious laws, or the Shariat.
This resistance came mainly {rom the mys-
tics, the Suli Karam, who had their own way
of showing disregard for the laws of the ca-
liphs. They did not directly attack the divine
authority of the ruler; rather, they expounded
the concept of Wahditul Wajood (Unity of Ex-
istence), which, in essence, taught that since
Allah creates everyone, all are equal in his
eyes—implving that no ruler has divine
powcer.

Certainly, the Sufi masters were made to
pay for their defiance. and in this, the rulers
took the help of the clergy. Thus when Mansur
Al Hillaj pronounced his idea of Annul Hag
("Tam the Truth™), the rulers grew anxious
of his popularity and got the priests to inter-
pret Annul Hag to mean 1 amn God”. Hillaj
was condemned to death. Yet another mysiic,
Sarmad Sarmast, was killed [or his proclaim-
ing ol La llla {meaning that there is no god).
This was in the era of Mughal Emperor
Aurangzeb, the only Muslim ruler of India
who tried to impose Islam among the people.

Blasphemy law

Itis the greatest of ironies that white religious
leaders sought to use religion to reform soci-
ety and 1o establish a just and equitahle order
for all, with the passage of time some of their
followers have used their very teachings to
create dogmatic states which emphasisc dif-
ferences hetween peoples and nations. They
foment hate. The most evident manifestation
of this today is in the former Yagoslavia, where
the Christian Serb majority has embarked on
a syslematic massacre of Muslims.

At home, in Pakistan, the average person’s
acceptance of the others religion is hardly any
better. However, more alarming is the fact that
the state itself has been active in persccuting
religious minorities. The greatest threal these
communities live under is the country’s blas-
phemy laws under which it is easy to charge
someone with malafide intentions, or even for
mistakes committed inadvertently.

The two main provisions in the laws are:

Section 295-B: (Defiling, etc. of the
Qurian) Whoever wilfully, damages or des-
ecrdates a copy of the Hely Qurian or an extract
therefrom or uses it in any devogatory manner
or for any unlawful purposc shall be punishable
with imprisonment for life.

Section 295-C: (Use of derogatory re-
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marks, etc, in respect of the Holy Prophet)
Whoever by words, cither spoken or written or
visible presentation, or b_)- any imputation, in-
nuendo, or insinuation, directly or indirectly,
defiles the sacred name of the Holy Prophet
Mohammed (Peace be upon him) shall be pun-
ished with death.

It was to protest against these harsh laws
that in May 1998. Bishop John Joseph, the
well-known human rights acrivist and the
chairman of National Justice and Peace Comn-
mission, committed suicide by shooting him-
self through the head in front of the Sahiwal
Session court in Karachi. A day belore killing
himself. the hishop had sent a fax message 1o
several newspapers stating that:

Section 295-C is the greatest block in the
harmonious relationship between Muslims and
the religious minority in Pakistan. Once this
obstacle is away cach Pakistani will live in peace
and our beloved Motherland, Pakistan will pros-
per.. I'shall consider myself extremely fortunate
if in this mission of breaking the barricrs, Our
Lord accepts the sacrifice of my blood [or the
benefit of his people.

The tragedy of Pakistan, however, goes
further than the bishop’s sacrifice of self. Not
only is there prejudice against someone else’s
religicns, there is extreme intolerance among
the different sects of Islam within the coun-
try. The heightening of tensions began with
the Tslamicisation of Pakistan under Gen
Zia-ul Haq. Punitive measures dur-
ing Gen Zia's rule, such as pub-
lic hangings, Hoggings, stoning
to death, and chopping of
hands, were tneant to gen-
erate an atmosphere of
fear in the country.

It succeeded at that,
but in the process de-
stroved the sensibility
and sensitivity of Paki-
stani citizens and cre-
ated an environment of
mistrust and excessive
sclf-indulgence. Tt is
now a rcgular feature
that sects fight cach
other, spilling blood 1n
individual or mass kill-
ings. Brutal and ruth-
less regumes can only
beget brutality and
ruthlessness in society,
the extreme forms of
intolerance, and Gen
Zia’s spawned such a

-
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situation in Pakistan. It is the country’s mis-
fortune that there are so many roday who
know no other wayv than to continue on the
path he charted.

Wherever and whenever intolerance raises
its head, it has always been at the instance of
some organised agency ot the other. Undemo-
cratic governments and autocratic political

ol “divide and rule”, whereby the indigenous
population was divided into several groups,
while the coloniser, remained a single entity.
However, not all the ills of our region can be
hiamed cn the British colonisers. Intolerance
towards others existed long before the first
European set foot on the Subcontinent—in
the form of racism.

parties, to maintain their hold on power, cre- For millennia, the deep-rooted caste sys- Brutal and
ate conditions conducive to disruption and  tem, based on the wholly irrational premise thi -
division in socicty. Thus goaded on, people  of ‘superior and ‘inferior’ races not unlike that ruiniess regimes
who are ‘ordinary’ in normal situations, be-  practised by Hitler, ensured the tyranny of the  Gdll only beget
have abnormally and atavistically privileged few over the majority ‘low castes’. brutality and

Which is why we see a parallel to Pakistans  Later, with the spread of other religionsinthe  puthlessness in
experience in nearby India, where the com-  Suhcontinent, this prejudice found wider ap- society, the
ing to power of the Hindu rightist Bharativa  plication among the two main religious ex"em'e torms of
Janata Party has heen accompanied by grow-  groups, Hindus and Muslims. Muslims were

intolerance.

ing intelerance towards other religious faiths.
The beginning of the new year saw Hindu ex-
tremists attacking churches and Christian
missionaries. That the targetting of Christians
contes alter more than a decade-long catn-
paign against Muslims by these very {orces,
which included the destruction of the 500-
year-old Babri Masjid in 1992, points to a svs-
tematic propagation of the ideology ol hate.
Religious intolerance in South Asia has its

the ‘unclean for the Hindus, and Hindus the
‘unbelievers' for the Muslims—creating 1ts
own cycle of hate. Its final legacy has heen
the half a century of war-like tension between
India and Pakistan.

Today, tragically, the two countries have
internalised the animosity that earlicr was lim-
ited 1o sabre-ratiling hetween the two govern-
ments. Today, the swords are unsheathed
within cach country, community against

modern roots in the British colonial strategy
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ASIAN STUDIES IN ASIA (ASIA)
THE ASIA FELLOWS PROGRAM 1999-2000

The Colombo-based Regional Centre for Strategic Studies (RCSS) invites applications for the Asian Srudies in Asia (ASIA)
Fellows Program. The Program is funded by a Ford Foundatien grant lo the Washingten D.C. based Council for International
Exchange of Schotars (CIES). The South Asia chapter of the program is coordinated by the RCSS.

The ASIA Fellows Program aims at addressing the current and growing need for Asian specialists in Asia by offering
opportunities for highly promising scholars and professionals to gain knowledge of the countries in the region and an
understanding of the contexts that shape global and regional issues.

Grants arc awarded for a period of six to nine months, and include:round-trip travel grant from the fellow’s home country to a
host cotmtry within Asia. a living allowance, an allowance to buy books and other professional materials. a local travel grant for
research trips to other parts of the host country, and a limited accident and health insurance.

Selected fellows can be considered for a follew-on grant 1o study and conduct rescarch in countries vutside Asia, and for
short-term awards for presentations at major overscas conferences and meetings.

The ASIA Fellows Program is open to young and mid-carcer scholars, policy makers and professionals in the humanitics, social
sciences, and related fields, from countries of South and Southeast Asia and China. The applicants should be within the age limit
of 45 years, and have a Doctor’s or Master's degree or equivalent professional training, and a minimum of three year's university
teaching experience for scholars or five years of work experience for other professionals. Preference is given to those without
recent experience in the host country.

Application deadline is April 15, 1999. Those willing to apply are requestad 1o send by fax or e-mail to the
RCSS 4 shert bio-note within no more than 200 words. and indicate the themne/titie of a project on which the
fellowship will be sought.

Regional Centre for Strategic Studies
2, Elibank Road, Colombo 3, Sri Lanka. Tet: {94-1) 599734-5; Fax: 599993, e-mail: rgssigisrl.Janka net
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Urvashi Butalia

SOFT TARGET

It does not matter whether they are Muslim or Hindu, conservative forces in
Afghanistan, Pakistan and india seem to have found a common enemy:

ne of the first things the Taliban did
when they seized power in Afghanistan
mn 1996 was Lo impose restrictions on
women. They were ordered o leave the pub-
tic arena: poing to work was net allowed, "in-
appropriate” clothing was banned, driving was
taboo. One woman was actually beaten o
death because she had accidemally exposed
her arm while driving.

It is not as bad in Pakistan. Yet, it is hard
to dismiss the Hudood Ordinance or the fact
that a young weman marrving a man of her
choice can be tortured, imprisoned and sub-
tected 1o violenee by her own family.

Further cast in India, one of the flirst things
the Sangh Parivar did when the Bharatiya
Janata Party ¢BJP) came 10 power was to targel
women. Groups of women were trotted out
to declare their [aith in matri shakii, the
strength of motherhood. Those who did not
conform to this exposition of Hindu woman-
hood were singled out and accuscd of being
“Western™ and anti-national. Earlier in Surat,
alter the destruction of the Babri Masjid,
Mushim women were raped by Hindu men
who claimed that they were avenging the rape
of their sisters by Muslim men at Partiion.

More recently, Christian nuns (perhaps

Women.

because they renounce marriage to a mortal
man and are wedded to Christ) were targetied
and raped. Deepa Mchta, the director of Fire,
a lilm about a sexual relationship hetween (wo
women, had to face threats and intimidation—
how could she spread such slander about
women? How could she claim that women
could actually have the gall w express their
sexuality?

Are these just solated happenings or do
they signal somcthing wider, something that
goes bevond mere intolerance? A film is
stopped, women are raped, an actors home
becomes the target for a demaonstration by
virtually naked men, a painter’s work is de-
stroyed because it hurts the sentiments of a
particular community, a high-ranking navat
officer is dismissed because of his supposed
defiance and is acoused by a colleague of hav-
ing anti-national sympathies because his wife
is hall-Muslim and does not fit the stercotype
of the docile spause, a cricket pitch is dug
up... These are only some of the incidents of
what we mistakenly call intolerance. And
through many of these incidents runs a com-
mon thread: attacks on women.

At one time such violence could be passed
off as “lundamentalist™ or “communal™. No
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more. The answers are not that simple. We've
known for a long time now that in times of
communal or sectarian conllict, women are
specifically targetted. They are the ones who
hecome markers of the community, it is they
who come to represent ‘culture’ and their des-
ccration is a way ol getting back at the men of
the ‘other community. We don't need 10 look
any further than the Partition [or evidence
ol this,

The division of one country and the cre-
ation of another on the basis of religion was
marked by widespread and systematic vio-
lence. While the killing and loot and arson
went on, another kind of violence was taking
place: hundreds ol women were swripped na-
ked and paraded in the streets, several had
their breasts cut off, others were tattoved with
the svimbols of the “other' religion. and many
were raped. In each ol these cases. the target
was the womans body. But it was more than
the body: this was another way of
getting at the woman's mind.

Fair game
That was then. Today
we'Te living in what we
might eall ‘normal’
times. Yet, women
continue to face the
same kind of vio-
lence and threats.
TFatima Mernissi.
a Moroccan sociolo-
gist. offers an expla-
nation. Speaking of
the Muslim world and
s increasing conscrva-
tiveness towards women the
world over (and she could well
be speaking of other religions and
communities), she says that such
conservativeness does not, as is
often argued, take people hack
to medieval times. Instead,
its root is in the here and now.
The far-reaching and profound
changes that we are seeing in sex
roles and in the relatienships of
power and love between men and women
{many as a result of the women’s movement
the world over) have given rise to deep-seated
fears in the minds of both men and woemen.
The violence is a defence mechanism against
the changes in sex roles and the difficult ques-
tion of sexual identity. And it linds support
among some women because the kind
of change this implies in the ‘givens’ of
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relationships is as frightening for women as
it is lor men.

We're talling then about the modern
world and very modern fears. Over the years
more and more women have hbeen coming into
the puhlic sphere. The competition for jobs
has grown, the already small slice of the pie
has had to be divided further. Increasingly,
women are proving themselves to be as good
as, and often better, than men in the work-
place. The globalisation of the worlds
economy, particularly in our countries, has
opencd up some job opportunities (alkeit [or
a short term), and increasingly. women are
preferred in these jobs.

As more women move into the public
sphere, the [ear grows. Mernissi says that fun-
damenialists in the Muslim world are also ob-
sessed with the question of womens educa-
tion primarily because that trend tends to de-
strov the traditional boundaries and sex roles:

it brings them out into schoels, it
sels them up agatnst men.
One might go so far as
o say. as Indian histo-
rian Uma Chakravart
does, that potentially,
and often actually,
every man is a sort
of ‘fundamentalist’.
This is hecause they
sce themselves as
being the norm,
or definers of the
norm-—and every
fundamentalist pos-
ture is bwlt on a per-
ceived deviation [rom
a pcrceived norm. This
'imagincd community’ or
brotherhood has, as one of its
hases, a desire to keep wormen in
tine. Thus a man, anv man, will
think nothing of stopping a
woman, any woman, walking
down a street, any street, and tell-
ing her te “cover her head” by as-
suming somce god-given (or male-
assumed) right to do so.

In a way it is almost as if a sort of internal
violence lurks within men all the time. Inside
the home this takes the form of psychologi-
cal and physical violence against the woman
memhers. They can be subjected to this for
somcthing as trivial as wanting to wear a par-
ticular picce of clothing, or something as im-
portarnt as wanting 1o marry a man of their
choice, or even something as hasic as refus-

Potentially,

and often
actually,

every man is

a sort of
‘fundamentalist’.

27




























A quarter of the world’s
children live in South Asia.

Only one in two complete
primary school.

Two in three children
are malnourished.

One in ten die before their
fifth birthday.

Half the world’s maternal
deaths occur in South Asia.

Find out about these facts and more in
ATLAS OF SOUTH ASIAN CHILDREN AND WOMEN

The Atlas of South Asian Children and Women is designed to
provide insight into human survival, protection and
development in one of the world’s most complex regions. The
Atlas helps policy makers, development workers, researchers
and readers in general to understand the extent of South Asia’s
complex problems of human survival and development.

The Atlas is illustrated with more than 100 pages of full colour
maps, charts and graphs that provide the most recent data from
the seven countries of South Asia at national and sub-national
levels. The accompanying text assess, analyze and suggest
remedial action - for these key components:

s The poor rates of survival, growth and development of South
Asia’s children and women;

» The inadequate access to food, health and care for the
majority of women and children;

» and South Asia’s potentiaily adequate, yet often underused,
human economic and organizational resources.

Previously, no single reference source has compiled this wide
range of official data on South Asian Children and Women.
This comprehensive publication will also help to identify sta-
tistical gaps and inconsistencies that can be remedied by fur-
ther research efforts.

The Atlas of South Aian Children and Women is prepared by
the UNICEF regional office for South Asia, in collaboration
with the United Nations Fund for Population Activities.

UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia
P.0.Box 5815, Kathmandu, Nepal
Phone: +977-1-417082 Fax: +977-1-41947¢
Email: atlas @uncrosa.com.comnp

This Atlas of South Asian Children and Women is marketed in
South Asia by Himal, The South Asian Magazine published
from Kathmandu, Nepal ‘

Parties interested in distributing the atlas in any South Asian
city may contact:

Hima!, GPO Bex 7251, Kathmandu, Nepal
Phone: +977-1-523845, 522113, 521013 (fax)
Email: himalmag @mos.com.np

URL: www.himalmag.com

Ay the cendiery closes and another begins. we see children as

the huinen bridge benveen whar the cenumuniiy is and what it
aspirves to be. The copinging challenge is o {ink public policy

with fumily and continunity belravior iin suppori af children.

Rectr el resedluiion it ¢ it

Request for Proposals

India Foundation for the Arts (IFA) is an
independent national grant-making organtsation
that sceks to provide sustenance to creativity,
collaborative work, and critical reflection. [FA,
under its arts research and documentation
programme, supports rescarch into a varicty of
artistic fields. extends funds for documentation
of historical value, and also offers grants
for research leading to artistic productions and
publications.

Research proposals that cut across different
artistic genres, contribute to critical reflection
about artspractices in the country, and address
the practical concerns of the arts community,
are also considered for funding under this
programme. Projects we have supported earlier
under the arts research and documcntation
programme dealt with subjects like Carnatic
music, popular and commercial art, craft
traditions and lifestyles, women photographers,
architectural history, mural and miniature
painting, cinematography, and the traditions of
Indian sculpture.

[FA has recently announced its Request for
Proposals, outlining application requirements,
for the latest round of grants to be made under
the arts research and documentation programime.
[FA's Request for Proposals (in English and
some other Indian languages) arc available on
request by writing to:

The Executive Director
india Foundation for the Arts
Tharangini, 12th Cross

Raj Mahal Vilas Extension
Bangalore - 360 080.India
Tel/fax: 0091-80-3310584/

A 3310583
I F g-mail: ifabang@blr.vsnl.net.in

The last date for receiving completed applications is A pril
30,1999 Indian nationals, registered non-profit Indian
organisations, and persons resident in India for at least 5

vears are eligible to applv.




ol drugs. Only upon being challenged
by those who had visited the Civil
Hospital ward and interviewed the
patients, did thev concede that the
patients were huying even basic drugs
{rem private pharmacies. The hospi-
tal stores revealed barren shelves.
Lakhimpurs main hoespital did not
have antiseptics, detergents, bleach-
ing powder, or even paper for wril-
ing prescriptions and soap for the
doctors,

Doctored data

There was also brazen doctoring of

data. Although Lakhimpur lics in an
area prone to the deadly cerebral ma-
laria. official records would have you
helieve that there had not heen a
single death from malaria or Japanese
encephalitis since 1995, Japanese en-
cephalitis is endemic to the northern
bank of the Brahmaputra and major
outbreaks were recorded over the en-
tire decade previously. The records
alse point to a suspicious disappear-
ance of the disease between 1993 and
1997, Not a single case of infection
ot death was recorded. This is the
cheerful picture available from the
Assam-wide records maintained by
the Director of Health Scrvices in
Guwahati. Lock a Hule deeper, and
you realise that of Assains 23 districts,
there is no data presented lrom 13
districts.

The government papers may
record no cases of Japanese encepha-
litis. hut on a recent vistt, 19 patients
of suspected Japanese encephalitis
were found languishing in govern-
ment-run institutions in Dhemaji and
Lakhimpur districts. Health authori-
ties didd not even know they had a se-
rious outhreak in their hands. Al-
though India has developed a vaccine
against the infection and 70 percent
of the population in Assam’s endemiic
areas have been vaccinated, the re-
quired booster doses have not heen
provided. N.C. Das, chief medical and
bealth officer for communicable dis-
eases in Lakhimpur, savs, “We are
handicapped and helpless. We cannot
even provide syringes for the vaccine,
there arc no vehicles, or moncey for
petrel. [ have sent reports to the gov-
ernment on what should be done, but
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the politicians do not consider what
weare saying.”

Preventive health education is ab-
sent in trihal areas where the disease
is prevalent. Pigs are known to be
carriers of the Japanese
encephalitis virus, and the
pigs rearcd by the trihals
move in with the people
up into the changs during
floods. At the public
hospitals in Dhemaji and
Lakhimpur, Japanese en-
cephalitis patients were he-
ing treated on the hasis of
symptoms since conlirma-
tory tests could not be
done. There were no vital
drugs in thesce hospitals
where medicines are sup-
poscd to be distributed free,
so some poor families had
spent over INR 3000 (USD
110} for medicines and
food in a week. At a time
when they had already lost
their annual crop of paddy
in the Moods, this was a vi-
cious blow.

The local residents speak of the
Gogamukh rural hospital in Dhemaji
district as being a stice of the whole
picture. The 30-bed hospital, catering
te a population of 200,000, has only
six beds. One patient was lying on a
narrow wooden bench, while the bed
of another was propped up by a
wooden crutch. The hospital has no
water or electricity, and the delivery
room is a dark. windowless, smelly
dungeon. Since there is no other al-
lernative, up to 400 people visit this
hospital every day for treatment.

The plight of ruberculosis patients
is worse than those suffering from
Japanese encephalitis. In the Mangal-
doi district village of Dhulla, with a
predominantly Bengali-Muslim popu-
lation, virtually every house is rav-
aged by TB. The government TB cen-
tres have run out of even the basic
reagents for testing sputum, and pa-
tients are directed to private clinics
where they pay up to INR 300 for an
X-rav.

Once again, drugs meant for free
distrihittion are never available. The
standard drug regimen, approved by

Doctors
routinely fell
poor villagers
1o eal
chicken,
eggs, fruits,
and to drink
milk and take
vitamin
syrup. “But
where do |
find the
money for
them?” asks
Zaida,a TB
patient.

the national TB programme, reguires
patients to take a combination of at
least five drugs. but the patients at
Dhulla said they had received only
wo drugs: Streptomyein injections
and Isonex tablets. Unless
the therapy is completed.
the TB virus develops drug
resistance, forcing the pa-
tient to a second and much
meoere expensive line of
treatment.

Every time patients run
out of money. treatment is
terminated. What drugs
they can afford they huy
[rom private pharmacics,
where it is likely they end
up getring the wrong treat-
ment hecause of incorrect
prescriptions. A focal goy-
ernment doctor’s prescrip-
tion for TB consisted of
Calmpose injections and
cough syrup.

In the TB ward ol the
Mangaldoi Civil Hospital,
25-year-old Sibiya Marak
lies dying. He had sold his
last two bullocks in his hospital treat-
ment. Little does he know that the
two drugs provided to him by the hos-
pital, improperly administered. have
actually deprived him of all chances
of survival.

Officially, there were over 1.2 mil-
lion TB cases under treaiment in
Assam 1 1997-98, but records show
that the state received only three of
the five essential drugs requived for
TB treatment from the central govern-
ment. On top of it all, the supply is
not enough for more than 100.000 pa-
tients. Vital and expensive medicines
like Rifampicin and Pyrazinamide
have not been available for years.

As part ol the treatment, doctors
routinely tell poor villagers o eat
chicken, cggs, fruits, and o drink
milk and take vitamin syrup. “But
where de Lind the money for them?”
asks Zaida, a TB patient.

Halima Reliman is a social worker
in Dhulla. She says, “The Bengali
Muslim community here is patheti-
cally ignorant. They eat fermented
rice, red chillies and dried lish. Al-
though this area grows green veg-
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are given cars, houses and monthly
allowances by the government.
Dharsha, for instance, will get a cash
reward of SLR 300.000 (USD 8000)
and a car for winning the gold. She
will also he entitled to a house in Co-
lomho and a monthly allowance of
SLR 25.000 for at least the next 18
months.

Almost the entire Sri Lankan
track-and-field squad come from vil-
lages, and the material rewards given
1o champion athletes has served as a
majot motivator, Besides the financial
inducements, the government has
alsu developed a training structure to
find young talent in villages and bring
them to Colomho for training in the
three training streams—CGlympic,
Asian and national.

According to sports commentator
Haritha Percra, the hosting of the
1991 South Asian Federation (54F)
Games in Colombo was the turning
point for Sri Lankan athletics. Tor
these Games, Sri Lanka laid a new
tartan track at the Sugathadasa
Sports Complex in Colombo and
also installed equipment such as elec-
tronic clocks and distance measures.
Coaches were also upgraded and
sports, in general, de-centralised.

The 5ri Lankan victory in the 1996
cricket world cup oo provided a great
hoost to the island’s non-cricketing
sportsmen and women. “They all
started to think that if the cricketers
can become world champions, why
can't we. The incentives the cricket-
crs got for winning the World Cup
spurred the athletes.” says Haritha.

Cooperation with India has also
helped improved the islanders' ath-
letics standards. India sent a strong
athletics team to take part in
Sri Lankas national championships
last vear, while 5Sri Lankan coaches
have been frained in [ndian sports
academies.

The target the Lankan athletes
have set for themselves 1s a first gold
for their country at the Sydney Olym-
pics in 2000, Given the way they
hored down the Bangkok tracks, that
may not be an unrealistic goal. A
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THE INDIAN army
1s lighting a losing
batile against elephants
who regularly plunder rum,
sugar and flour from their supply base in northern West Bengal. Army offi-
cials say the marauding animals douse fires lit to scare them away with wa-
ter stored in their trunks. They also short circuit the electric fencing around
the hase by dropping uprooted trees on themn. Thus, they get to the food and
drink meant for soldiers serving along the Chinese horder.

Once inside the hase, the thin steel raiting and wooden windows of the
storage godowns splinter like match wood as the elephants advance. The
heasts then roam about the base at will, drinking and feasting, says an of-
ficer who had served in the base and suffered an elephant offensive.

The elephants have developed an ingenious method ol downing rum:
they skilfully break open the bottles by knocking them against a hard sur-
face and, curling their trunks around the bottom end, empry the contents
down their gullet. Thereafter they stagger around the compound, uproari-
ously drunk. After ‘partying for hours, they return to the jungle. They rarely
ever harm the humans, so long as no one attacks or irritates them. One of
the camp residents who made the mistake of splashing hot water on an
elephant has never heard the end of it. On all subsequent raids, that el-
ephant demolished this residents hut and sprayed him with cold water.

The army's frequent pleas to the forest department for help in control-
ling the beasts have been to no avail, but it can take consolation [rom the
fact that it is not the only Tndian military force targeted by the elephants.
Some months ago, a herd of wild elephants broke into the Indian air force
base at Kalaikunda destroving numerous structures and uprooting cables
over the course of an entire day, before zereing in on a couple of fighter jets.
Since air force efficials had neither tranquiliser guns nor training in dealing
with elephants, and forest officials were difficult to locate, the entire basc
was left with little choice but to wait and waich the rampage from behind
closed doors.

District [orest officials say that wild elephants, faced with a shrinking
habitat, frequently go on a rampage. In the nearby states of Assam and
Nagaland, motorists frequently have to “bribe’ herds of elephants blocking
highways with hananas to get past safely. Assamesc road officials advise truck-
ers and motorists 1o carry large stocks of hananas to ease their way through
tusker road blocks. Far the [orgetful or the uninitiated, a row cf banana
stalls has sprung up along the main highways servicing Assam’s famous tca
gardens.

While the wild elephants of India’s Northeast are having a rum of a time,
their tame cousins employed by the forest department in Uttar Pradesh are
not doing so badly either. Forest department elephants will now he entitled
to a government ‘pension’ of sugar cane, bananas, flour and fodder, when
they complete their years of duty. Deputy conservator of forests, Atibal Singh,
says that the elephants, normally recruited at the age of 10, had ne retire-
ment age till now. But under the revised rules, whenever any official in charge
of an elephant feels that it 1s too weak and old to work. it can be pensioned
off. Pregnant elephants are eligible tor a maternity leave of nearly two years.

A
-Rahul Bedi
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[ LIKE Myanmarese press releases. recolent with righ-
tecusness and, ves, hard data. And so, more was my hap-
piness when [ received this information regarding an at-
tack on a Myanmarese patrol vessel by a Thai boat. The
former was at North Latitude 9 degree 57 minutes and
Last Longitude 98 degrees 27 minutes, while the laiter
was located “well within Myanmar waters at North Lati-
tude 9 degrees 55 minutes and Fast Longitude 98 degrees
27 ntinutes”. A 40-mm Befors shell made in Thailand and
measuring 7 inches in length and 1.5 inches in cireumfer-
ence with the marks “HET BPD dated 1-4-78 40/70" was
found on a heach on Salon island. “Moreover, a pagoda
on the Salon island was hit at the second hand from the
lower base of the pagoda’s bell shape structure, causing
damage measuring 21 inches in length, 5 inches in width
and 3 inches in depth.” Since T have already spent 703
characters, 149 words and [ive sentences on this item. il
is rime to move omn.

JUST THOUGHT vou would want to know, the internet
country codes for the Subcontinental countries. Regard
it as a service. Alghanistan af, Bangladesh bg, Bhutan bt,
India in, Maldives mv, Myanmar mm,

Nepal np, Pakistan pk, Sri Lanka sl. kﬂﬂa pitChStory 34 pt mm head

ON A Patna thoroughlare, there is this
Air India billboard announcing the
flight to Los Angeles. Does the target audi-

ence really understand what the Maharaja is doing put-
ting his imprint on cement? Is Hollywood lore really that
well known in the Hindi heartland? Kooka, where
are you?

NS AND AGENCIES
SRR OELL JANUARY S

TYPICAL STORY which explains very little, in The

We'li bomt

No one came when Dangs I
burnt but for PM,the

Of course, they want smoking to be seen in a more kindly
and gentler light, which would in a hack-door way con-
tinue to increase the pool of smokers. 1t is all part of the
plan to sell those packs. 1 would much
rather if they came directly out and
told children not to smoke. Would
they dare do that?

ON 1 December, Colonel Suraiya
Rahman was promoted 10 the rank
of Brigadier in the Bangla army.
She was born 1944, and is into
gynaecology and obstetrics at the
Combined Military Hospital in
Dhaka. Congratulations to the Briga-
dier, hut what a comedown for
Bangladeshi womanhood that it was
not a memher of the erstwhile Mukti
Bahini that made the grade.

" rigadier Seraizn Rabemen
First Woman
Brigadier

Cokonel Suraiva Rahman
qig the ct Dy

IT HAPPENS to the best of snb-editors, but not twice on
the same page! Directions to the computer in-putter get
cartied as headline
or words are missed
out. Feel serry for
the sub, then, more
than for the reader,
when on the front page

of The Indian Express ol 10 January (city edition, New
Delhi) one headline states, “kotla pitch story 34 pt hold
head”, and another says,
“No one came when
Dangs burnt but for PM,
the”. Huh? And then to

Times of India: “Jaipur: A falcon, bearing a transmit-

ter in its wing, which strayed into Indian territory from
Pakistan, is now in the custody of Jaisalmer police.” Who
says that it was a Pakistani lalcon? Could it have been an
Indian anc? What was that transmitter up to? How did it
come into the custody of the Jaisalmer police? Did it fall
out of the sky? Does the Jaisalmer police have a transmil-
ter-faleon-locating unit? If so, was the falcon brought dewn
with anti-aircralt fire or escorted to the ground by an In-
dian rapid-response falcon flying force?

THE TOBACCO Institute
of India is up to something
deep and insidious, teaching
etiquette to smokers so that
they do not raise the hack-
les of non-smokers, and ask-
ing smokers to stick up
for their rights. Now, why
would the cigarette peddlers
who [und the TI1 be sud-
denly so concerned about
“promoting courtesy and
mutual accommaodation™?

cap it all off, there was
another shoddy one across the bottom: “Dravid passes
Test alter Test but why his selectors keep Hunking™. Huh?
Huh?

WHILE WE are all taken aback, and very pleasantly so,
with the Nepali governments order banning cigarette and
liquor advertising in clectronic media (the bulk of them,
mind you, government-owned) with efleet from 19 Feb-
ruary, 1 will be even more pleasantly surprised if the “to-
tal ban on pan masala” comes through, as bas been rec-
ommended by the Central Committee for Food Standards
to the Indian government. Where would we all be with-
out chewing tobacco? Somewhere nice.

BANGLADESH AND India have 4000 kilometres of land
botder between thein, and the latter plans to complete
fencing this border by March 2001. So says Indian Home
Secretary B.P. Singh, and the Bangladeshis are none too
happy. Foreign Minister Abdus Samad Azad complains
that this would be an unfriendly act, and would affect the
creation of SAPTA. [ think Bangladesh should et the In-
dians pay for the fencing, for there 1s a time not too far off
when the [low of econemic migrants will begin 1o go the
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other way. Bangladesh will not forever be a basket case.
and is already in the process of climbing out.

THE ANTI-REGIONAL of the month is Bal Thackeray
of Boomhai, {or this ahcut Yusuf Khan, the Indian
actor otherwise known as Dilip Kumar: [ have not
heen in the mood 1o keep [riendship with Dilip ever
since he accepted the award Nishan-e-Pakistan.”

BRAVO, PHARMACEUTICAL prolessionals of Bangla-
desh. for at long last organising a topical seminar on a
matter of great interest for South Asians everywhere. Poet
Sufia Kamal Auditorium (at the ground floor of the Na-
tional Museum auditorium in Dhaka), on 1 December
1998, saw the organisation of a seminar titled “Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s No Hartal Announcement and
lts Positive Impact on the Health Sector™ The seminar
was organised by the Bangladesh Pharmaceutical Socicty,
and a large number of pharmacists from different
parts of the country attended it.

1 DID not know that women's pbysiques differed
that much from Latin America to “Asia” (read
China). The AFP story on the Chinese volley-
hall teams reluctance to don “leotard-like
one-pieces” reports head coach Lang Ping as
saying, “It's good for Cubans, whose bodics
look pretty, but not for Asian teams hecause
the shape of the body is different.” Ahem,
now let’s take a look at this. Cubans are sup-
posed to took pretty, but Asian women are
supposed to look fat and lumpy in leotard-
like one-pieces? Which Astans are we talk-
ing about?

IF YOU are from these here parts, seeking
asylum in a Furopean country makes your

motives suspect, according o the executive director of

the Bhutan Broadeasting Service, Sonam Tshong. The head
of the lThotsham (Nepali language) section of the radio
station, Nandalal Gautam, apparently, “absconded” while
on a radio training course in the Netherlands and applied
for asyluim, Mr Tshong was “surprised and perplexed™ by
the development as Gautants “request for asylum” did not
make any scnse, reports Kuensel: “The Roval government
and BBS provided every opportunity for Gautam to de-
velop as a person.” Said Mr Tshong, “The [act that he chose
to seek asylum in the Netherlands makes his real motives
obvious. If he really {elt the need for asylum he could
have done so either in India or in any country in the re-
gion.” What 1 say is that thank the lord for an authentic
Bhutanese applying for political asylum in The Nether-
lands, for the immigration rosters in North America and
Furope are [ull of Nepalis of Nepal and Nepalis of India
masquerading as Bhutanese Lhotsham-pas and applying
for asylum. Given that their applications are heing rejected,
much better for these same fake Bhutanese 1o apply as
fake Nepali Maoist insurgents.
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CHRISTINA
HYLINER and her
daughters, Lotta
and Jennie, of
Sweden has de-
cided (o embark
on a 4500-km
camel-back jour-
ney through Paki-
stan and India 1o commemorate the saga of Alexander of
Macedonia. They do not look too happy. [ would not ei-
ther, if [ had those many kms to look lerward to on hump-
back.

TI1IS STORY should not have becn buried in the inside
pages of The Asian Age, for its economic implication as
far as Bangladesh and the Indian Northeast are concerned.
If the Tripura Chief Secretary V. Thulasidas is to be he-
lieved, when he returned from a Indo-Bangla trade re-
view meeting in Dhaka in inid-December, the Bangladesh
government has agreed 1o extend use of s port and
rail facilitics to allow transport of goods and passen-
gers between the land-locked northeastern Indian
states and the Bay of Bengal. The commerce, tourism
and transport secretaries from Dhaka would soon be
visiting the Noertheast 1o explore the potential ol eco-
nomic linkages hetween the Northeast and
Bangladesh, Thulasidas said. 1 amn just waiting for the
Bangla papers to conlirm this hefore becoming too
ecstatic.

[ shall repeat this story from The Asian Age without
a word of commentary:

According to the FIR lodged at the Najafgarh police
station, Dharamvar, a resident of Roshanpura, went {o
stay at Randhir Singh’s house on the night of October
26. The complainant lives with his family. Dharamvir
approached Randhir Singh te ask him for a room to spend
the night. As the accused was Randhir Singh’s [riend, the
latter allowed him to stay overnight in his house. Accord-
ing to sources, when Dharamvir and his fumily were asleep
during the night, at around 10:30 pm, Dharamvir got up
Jrom his bed and made a sexual assault on Randhir Singh’
buffalo. Randhir Singh woke up in the night and caught
Dharamvir red-handed during the act. He raised an alarm
and called his neighbours to show them what Dharamvir
was up to. His neighbours caught Dharamvir and after
beating him up handed him over to the Najufgarh police
station. A case under Section 377 (uaratural offences) of
the Indian Penal Code has been regisicred at the Najafgarhk
police station. Section 377 states whoever voluntarily has
carnal intercourse against the order of nature with any man,
woman and animal shall be punished with imprisonment
Jor Tife, or with imprisonment of either description for a
term which may extead to ten vears, and shall also be Li-
able to fine. The buffalo has been sent for medical exami-
nation, the reports of the test are still awaited.

~ Chhetria Patrakar
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VOICES

Interviewing Benazir
WITH A last proud flourish at Benazirs chandeliers, my
minder let me out of the Prime Minister’s Residence
and into the garden, where the interview was to take
place. There we sat for ten minutes in mock-Regency
chairs beneath the mock-Mexican hacienda, before the
familiar silhouette appear¢d at the top of the lawns.
On inistinict, like schoolbovs waiting for the headmistress,
we stood up« ,

1f Benazir's campaigning style verges on the frenzied—
all hectoring speeches and raucous motorcades—her
manner face-to-face is deliberately measured and regal.
She tock a full three minutes to float down the hundred
yards of lawn separating the house from the chairs:where

we had heen sitting. Her eyebrows were heavily dark-..

ened, and scarlet lipstick had been generously applied 1o
her lips; her hair was arranged in a sort ol haroque bee-

my [ather.was alive, and he was the anchor in my life. 1

felt that there was no problem that would be too great for

him to solve so I was not worried ever, 0T t00 anxiocus,
because 1 always felt 1 had my father to fall back on.”
From the heginning of the interview it was clear that
trying to halt Benazir in mid-flow was no easier thanstop-
ping Lady Thatcher, whom she has frequently cited as
her role model...She has clearly studied her mentor’s in-
terview manner. There was no question of any dialogue:
Benazir conducts an interview in much the same manner
as she might a puhlic rally, pointedly ignoring all attempts
to interrupt her, and treating the interviewer as if he were

" some persistent heckler.
WitLiau DaLgyMpLE N AT THE COURT OF THE

hive topped by a white gauze dupatta. The whole painted :

vision, wrapped in folds of erange silk, reminded me of
one of those haughty Roman princesses in Caligula or 1,

Claudius. After such a majestic entrance it seemed only }.

right, when, I enquired- about her new hacienda, that,
Thatgher-like, she should answer using the Royal “we”.
“We didn't want the design to be too patatial,” she said,
in a slow, heavily accented purr that managed to make
the word ‘palatial sound as if it had about five syllables.
“The original [architect’s] design was extremely grand—
so we modified it, treméddously.”

There followed an interlude when Benazir found the
sun was not shining in quite the way.she wanted to: “The
sun is in the wrong direction.” she announced. We all
rose ancircled {sic| one stop around the table, which left
her press secretary in the prime ministerial throne, squint-
ing into the sun, Once Benazir had indicated that she
‘was ready, 1 dpened hy asking if, after her time at Oxford,
she sfill regarded herself as an Anglophile.
© “Oh yes,” she said brightly. “London is like a second
home for,me. 1 know London weﬁ I know where the

“theatres are, | know where the shops are, [ know where
the hairdressers are. I Jave to browse through Harrods
and W.H. Smith in Sloane Square. I know all'my favourite
ice cream parlours: T used to particularly love going to
the one at Marhle Arch: Baskin Robbins. Sometimes 1
used to drive all the way down from Oxford just {or an
ice cream, and then drive hack again. That was my idea
of sin.” g : :

“So you enjoyed your time at Oxford?”

“I suppose in retrospect’it was a happy time, hecause
it was [ree from responsibility and so it had an air of in-
nocence about it...” :

“Innoc...?”

“.It-was free from all the Machiavellian twists that
life can take, free of deception. think at university one
doesri't have the deception or the betrayal which comes
about in every career...” .

“You think...?” .

-

Fisn-Evep GODDESS .

Honouring Qadeer

ONE WAY of showing reverence towards the country’s

founder, Quaid-e-Azam, and poet, Allama Igbal, has been
t6 name major building or roads after them' There is
hardly.a city in Pakistan which does not have an educa-
tional institution, a library, road, airport or park which
does not carry Jinnah or Igbal’s name.

-

* A few narcissistpoliticians though have attempted to-

break this tradition. During Zia-ul-Hag’s martial law days,

a few sports stadiums in the Punjah were named: after

Kim; Benazir Bhutte named the Awdmi MarKaz in
Islamahad after her late father, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto; the

Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science and Tech- ~

nology (5ZABIST) was established in Sindh; the Ghulam
Ishaq Khan Institute of Science and Technology was set
up in NwFP; while in the Punjab, one can find several
Nawaz Sharif government colleges and hospitals built at
state expense.’

Lately, however, a newly nuclearised Pakistan has dis-
covered another hero-—Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan. Practi-

cally within days of the tests, Khan's name monopolised

nearly half a'dozen billhoards in the federal capital.
Whereas it took years to change Islamabad University to
Quaid-é-Azam University and the People’s Open Univer-

. sity to Allama Igbal Open University, Dr Qadeers name

has begun 1o appear with alarming regularity in the fed-

" eral eapital;

First it was Bani Gala—an illegal residential locality
on the banks of Rawal Lake—that was renamed Gulshan-
e-Qadeer, Dr Qadeer owns a house there, and when the
Capital Development Authority tried to demolish houses
in thearea in 1992, he contested for the ownershiprights
of the residents ol Bani Gala. Then traders in 1slamahad
changed the name of the Markaz in F-10 to Qadeer City
Shopping Centré: Later, the traders demanded that Fatima

. Jinnah Park—which only three years ago was named

“_Moreover for me it was a time of security because

50 o

Capital Park—he renamed Qadeer Park, and stickers car-
rying this demand, along with the picture of the doctor,
were distributed throughout the capital.

Pakistan’s nuclear hero has become an able and will-
ing chief guest and guest speaker at several state [unc-
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Sanskrlt Madonna

RESIDENTS OF the overcrowded, ancient, pot-holed, and
filthy bylanes of Shivala in the holy city ol Varanasi are
not aware of the fact that infernational singing sensation
and sex goddess Madonna will be staying in a house there
for at least a week. She will be learmng Sanskrit, the
" mother of all languages.
1t all began when Professor Bhagirath Prasad Tripathi,
better known as Bageesh Shastri, detected fauity Sanskrit
pronuncmuons ina song in the pop star’s fatest album,
“Ray of Light”.
~ Although foreigners are 2 common 51ght in Varanasi—
one can see them in the lanes and bylanes as well as the
five-star hotels, learning music, mysticism, and: many

other things Indian—the arrival of a hot star like Ma- -,

donna is something altogether different.

Most pegple in Varanasi still live in a traditional, reli-
gious atmosphere unaffected by Western culture. For_
them, Madonna mlght as well be on another planet. But
there are some who erijoy Western music, dance, lifestyles,

and fashion. Ameng them is the renowned Sanskrit 3,:

scholar, Achatya Bageesh Shastri. He happened to hear
Madonna’s glbum in which she sings a Sanskrit shloka,
and found that her rendition contained 1 many, mistakes
in pronunciation, d !

Says Ahastri: “Sanskrit is a language .in Wthh pro-
nuncumon is the essence, ewen a minor deviation can
change the meanmg a gether and that is exactly what
has happened ‘with Madonna’s song Shanti/Ashtangi, writ-
ten by Shankaracharya 120(} years ago lu/hls Yoga
Taravali.”

. Madonna sings:

Vande Gurunam Charanamwnde Sandashita Svaima

Sukhev Abodhe - .

Nihashry Ase }angahkayamane Sansara Halahala -

Moha Shanti

Ahahu Purushakarar Sankha Chakrasi; Ahahu

Purusheakdaram Sankha Chakrasi
- Dhgrinam. Dharinam Sghasra Sirasam, Dharinam

D}mnn\c?m Sahasra Sirasam
Om Shanti, Om Shanti, Om
~Shanti.

" Shastri e(ppreaate“s
Madonna’s effort in
adopiing the San-
skrit shloka’and is
also pleased with
the tune, hut he
objects to the
pronunciation say-
ifig there are several
mistakes which
change the mean-
ing of the entire

shloka.
In fact, he
says, each and

~

52 o o ( i

every shloka is a mantra and any change in it can ruin
“the language its meaning, and effect. For example, shanti
and shanthai are different and this has been repeated int
Madonna’s song. “Even the consonants like gha, dha and
bha are very difticult to pronounce for [oreigners, and
that has been the problem for the pop star. But.l am
pleased with her eagerness to tearn. In fact it will give
the lariguage a boost at the international level.” ‘
“Though the local people are still unaware ol

Madonna’s impending visit, the media is very excited -

about it. The media is crazy and 1 am keeping my fmgers
crossed about the media blitz when she comes here.” he
 says. He refuses to disclose the dates, but his family mem-
bers say the star will be staying for a week and will arrive
in the last week of January or the lirst week ol February.
She will stay at Shastri’s house. Which has driven his
daughter-in-law and her daughters wild with excitement.
But the lamily is trying to keep the mattér a secret be-

© gause they fear two things: rowdiness by the locals and

the media publicity.
Rupan BHATTACHARYA IN “MADONNA COMES ro’ VARANASI.
{ (GOAL; LEARN. SA\:sp{R[T PRONUNCIATION!”

FROM THE A%‘\N ONLINE MA(:AL[\F_
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WHEN-A search was made in the Lixis-Nexis dﬁ{abase
for the news from the South Asian nations between janu-

+ ary 1, 1992 and December 31, 1996, a total of 1399 5t0-

ries werefoungd. The Los Angeles Times carried almost

‘twice as many as stories in the- Washmgmn Post. While

the Los Angeles Times carried 928 stories Washington Post
carried only 471 stories. The Los Angeles Times appears
to have taken more interest in the South Asian events.

\Number of news stories TN
Countries ~ lLos Angeles Times  Washington Post Total
india 579 277 856
. Pakistan 177 . 104. - 281
8anglddesh 56 25 ) 81
Nepal 44 ) 16 60
5ri Lanka 97 42 . 159
_ - Bhutan . ) "5 . 6 1T
.- Maldives ~. 0 L 1

The average length of the news stories from India is
greater than the length of news stories from other coun-
tries. Though Pakistan ranks second in terms of number
of stories, the length of the news stories is shortef when
compared to other countries.

Although the Los Angeles Times carries more nuinber
of stories, the letigth of news stories is shorter compared
to the Washington Post. But the lengths of the news sto-
ries in thé*Los Angeles Times do'not show any significant
_variation with regard to nations. The difference’is less
" than 50 words.

The news from South Asmn countries rarely appears
on the [ront pages of the néwspapers. Less than 4 per-

’ HIMAL 12/ February 1999

kS .
5

¢ | 5

_—



= VOICES |

cent df the news stories appeared on the front pages of. -

the two newspapers. Only seven out of a total of 180
stories-made it to the [ront page. There were [our [ront
page stories from Indian and two [rom Pakistan. For all
the wther five nations there was only one story on the
front page. The Washingion Post carried four front page
stories whereas the Los Angeles T!mes carried three sto-
ries O]'l its fl'Ol'l[ page

Tvpe of newsu_s,tory by newspaper

Story type  Los Angeles Times  Washington. Post Total
News - 60.0% ’ 56.7% 58.3%
Article . 313 : 289 300
Editorlal 0 .33 1.7
Feature 89 5.6 7.2
Letters to the editor 0 56 2.8

D.S. POORNANANDA IN “COVERAGE OF S0OUTH ASia 1Ny Two
LEADING US NEWSPAPERS” FROM MEDIA ASIA, SINGAPORE.

Foreign racket

¢

OF COURSE, Christianity is foreign to India, So what?
Also [oreign to India dre the telephone, the car, the cal-
endar, this language you are reading right now, cricket,

tennis...need I go on? Exactly why has the Yishwa Hinduw'

Parishad and its gp-again, oll-again brothers not pro-
nounced that thase who observe a hg};day on that for-

eign import, Sunday, are anti-yational? Or that when

Rahul Dravid .and Mahesh Bhupathi wield their imple-
menits of slashing destruction-—bats and rackets [irst de-

signed abroad—they are attacking Indian cillture? Or that” '

when you make an sTD call on’ Alexander Graham Bell's
amazing invention, you betray India?

All ludicrous questions [rom this man with the for-
eign name, correct? No more ludicrous, may I suggest;
than using Christianity’s foreign origin to make insinua-
tions about Indians. If the ‘origin’ of something 1h our

lives is to be a benchinark, there are insinuations to be -
- made about nearly’every Indian. Lets leave it there:

Duwir D'Sovza s “ForesgN Farrd, Hosrcrows Hatrep”™
fhom TuE TIMEs oF Inpra.

~

‘Re-inventing Snow White

WESTERN FAIRY tales are the staple of the modern childs
reading. These tales are as had as nursery rhymes, if not
worse. When there are countless loving mothers and
many kind stepmothers too, why should we tell children
about Hansel and Gretel being sent 1o the forest by a
wicked stepmother, why so much ado about the odd cruel
step sisters of Cinderella? -

And to what sadistic tendency in its author do we
owe the torment of Snow White? Why should an inno-
cent Red Riding Hood, collecting flowers in a sunny

meadow, on a happy visit 1o her equally innocent grand-

mother, be devoured by a woll to begin with and why
should the wolf be given such a deceitful character and
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later be killed in such a gruesome manner?.

“Why so much'exposure to cruelty? Why should chil-
dren be exposed to evil? Why should we awaken in them,
through [amiliarity, an expectation of evil and make them
believe in the inevitability of evil? Do we not aggrandise
the evils of the world by giving them unwarranted im-
portance and expostire?

As it is, evefy child taces many real and imaginary
fears. Children are afraid of the dark and of ghosts, they
are terrilied of teachers who beat them because even to-
day corporeal punishment is regularly meted out to stu-
dents in many prestigious institutions.

Children are terrified of the bullies in their schools,
they are afraid of not being liked, or of failing in their

= examinations. To small children a hillgck seemns a moun-

tain, g street dog a tiger. a busy thoroughtage a battle-
field. Children are afraid of their grandparents and par-
ents dying and of havmg no one to turn to. /

They are - afraid of missing their way and never;each— .

ing home, alraid of falling [rom a tree or even down thg

staircase. They are afraid of getting caught on the horns

of abyll or being trampled under the hooves of a cow or
a horse, or ol being overrun by speeding cars and motor-

bikes. They are afraid of bemg alone.and even afraud ol

e

heing afraid.

To all the million things that children dread why add
new dimensions? Each scary tale becomes an additional
load on the oveshurdened heart of the helpless child.
What wanton streak in humanity’s character has
prompted it to people its children’s literature with such
fearful phenomena?

-~ A [riend who, in his youth, could recite poetry for
hours laments that he has [orgotten most of it in his six-
ties but the horrihle, nonsensical nursery rhymes which
he had learnt when three or four years old, still pop up in
his mind like a Jack in the box. He cannot forget those
inanities, even if he tries. = .

Stivam Kumarl ™ “Potson Reymes anp Scary TALEs:
Gory 'WoRLD OF Cyil DREN'S LITERATURE”
v Ta1rD WoRLD NETWORK FEATURFES,

¥..nota 16th céntury fort—that’s the cricket stadium...”
THe Hinpt:, MADRAS
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literary south asia

litSA

short fiction and poetry in Himal

At Himal, we believe that we are all
losing scmething when stories from
different parts of the Subcontinent
are not shared. We have therefore
decided to start a new
department in this
magazine, 1litS8A,

Literary South Asia,
which seeks to bring
together the literary
rivers of South Asia in
these pages. The creative
voice of women and men from
across the Subcontinent, we
feel, are as necessary to bring
to the fore as the journalist’'s
presentation of news and opinion
or the social scientist's
analysis. This is why we now invite
literary submissions to Himal from
writers and poets of Scuth Asia.
1itSa will feature bcth established
writers and newer talent writing in
English. The department will carry
original or translated works—short

fiction, poetry and literary criticism.
Writers may be from South Asia or writing
about South Asia.

When will the new department begin in
Himal? As soon as we gather excepticn
submissions to get started. Watch this

space.
Or better still, send in your manuscript to:
Literary Editor, litSA, Himal, Radhamohan House, Relli Road, Kalimpong,
Darjecling District, West Bengal, India - 734301
or email: mole@kalimpong.com

Marscripts will not be returned unless requested and accorpanied by self-addressed postal requisites. Transiatlens stould
preferably be accampanied by a copy of the original work and {where possinlel the auther’'s permission.




The Subcontinent’s police forces

A new hook tries to find out why India’s police force has historically had an image problem.

f the three agencies which con
stitute the criminal justice sys-
tem, the police 1s perhaps the most
controversial, criticised tor not living
up o expectations. This is not sur-
prising hecause it is to the police that
a citizen in distress turns to first to
seek redressal. The court comes later.
1t is therefore encouraging that those
in the husiness of enforcing law and
order are willing 1o introspect and put
their perceptions down on paper in
[airly rcadable language.
K.S. Dhillen, retired from the in-
dian Police Scrvice (ps), traces the
history of the Indian Police, especially

under British rule, though the title of

this well-written book is somewhat
deceptive. Tt conceals the fact that
there is little in the hook—an epilogue
to be precise—that speaks of the cur-
rent state of policing. Also, the author
confines himselt to India, whereas the
subtitle Ruler-Supportive Police Forces
of South Asia misleads you into be-
lieving that a larger geographical area
has heen covered.

Even within police ranks there is
an awareness that they are part ol a
system that promotes crass partisan-
ship. Policemen also understand that
they operate in an atmosphere that
encourages and rewards conformity,
as promptly as it frowns on dissent,
and insists on playing by the hook.
Let me hasten to set the record
straight. The situation exists because
of those who took charge of the po-
lice alter Independence. | would go
with Dhillon when he says that the
ills of the Indian Police are an inher-
itance of our British past. Tt is an en-
tirely different inatter, however, when
it comes 1o the issue of why there has
been no major initiative in free India
to pull the police out of the quagmire
it had gotinto under an alien master.
Dhbillon’s assessment of the scene is
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Defenders of
the Establish-
ment: Ruler-
Supportive
Police Forces
of South Asia
by K.S. Dhillon
indian institute of
Advanced Study,
Shimla, 199_
pp 290, INR 300
{SBN 81 85952 52 3

reviewed by R.K. Raghavan

in tune with the popular helief that
the clinically ohjective reports of
the National Police Commission
(1977)—the only national-level re-
form body set up since Independence
to survey the world of policing—de-
serves a more intense scrutiny than it
has heen subjected to until now.
Dhillon hegins with the Vedic pe-
riod. A semblance of policing did ex-
ist then, as revealed by allusions in
the literature of the time of function-
aries such as nagaradhyaksha (city
prefect} and durgapal (warden of the
fort). Later, under the Mauryas, the
police acquired a more formal iden-
tity. Kautilyas Arthasastra is replete
with relerences to officials of the state,
including an urban oflicer called
nagarika, later known as kotwal un-
der the Mughals and the British. Ru-
ral policing was in the hands of
zamindars, an arrangement that con-
tinued well into the days ol the Raj.
Unlortunately, after the Mauryan Age
and right up 1o the Medieval Age,
there 1s precious little information
available on the state of policing,
We, bowever, know of a muhtasib
under the Delhi Sultans who, aceord-
ing to Sir Percival Grilliths (To Guard
My People: History of the Indian Po-
lice, 1971), was “an Inspector-Gen-
eral of Police, Chief Engineer of Pub-
lic Works, as well as an Inspector of

Morals, all rolled into one”. He de-
pended heavily on the kotwal {or the
discharge of his police duties. No
douht the kotwal hecame very pow-
erful and corrupt during the course
ol the Mughal rule.

The East India Company, and
later, the British Crown, continued
with the kotwal system. Appalled by
the eruelty and dishonest practices ol
the lower level functionaries, espe-
cially in the villages, the Britishers
unsuccessfully tried several experi-
ments hut ultimately chose to perse-
vere with the age-old village-based
policing and contented themselves
with cosmetic changes. One signifi-
cant reform was the intreduction of
the Royal Irish Constahulary model
in Sindh in 1843. The 1861 Police Act
saw the introduction of an analogous
system in other British territorics of
the Subcontinent. Dhillon rightly
questions why, instead of hringing in
the London Metropolitan Police
model, the Britishers sought to in-
pose one that prevailed in another of
its colenies. Obviously, they wanted
a system that was suited 1o subjugat-
ing a population, rather than one
which would promote better relations
hetween the ruler and the ruled (see
box).

The 1861 Police Act, an olfspring
of the 1860 Police Commission that
drew up lines on whbat kind of police
relorms were to take place under Brit-
ish India has been the subject of ani-
mated debate and has invited sharp
criticism in police forums which de-
mand a revamped Act lor sharpening
police performance. The Acts main
shortcoming is the rigid rank struc-
turc it creates within the police, a fea-
ture that militates against modern
concepts of management. Ancther
aherration is the kind of supervisory
authority the government has over
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On a gun and a prayer

Peter Marsden’s book on the Taliban helps unravel some of the chaos in Afghanistan, and provides lessons for a

Subcontinent awash in jingoism.

fter two decades of conflict,

Alghanis wanted peace, and
some security. [t was hardly surpris-
ing then, that in the October of 1964,
“a small group of students from reli-
gious scheols decided to rise against
these leaders in order to alleviate
the sufferings of the residents of
Kaneahar Province”. There was no
lack of recruits for the cause, as the
Taliban marched onwards. Belore the
appearance of the voung, fervent war-
riors in white turbans, a typical
Talihan recruit would have been at-
tempting to eke out an existence ona
farm, and hoping that Allah or a
miracle would intervene to alleviate
his miseries. Put a gun and a cause in
amans hand, combine it witha prom-
ise of regular food and hope, and you
have a winning comhination.

The mujahidin government of the
Islamic State of Afghanistan, which
came 1o power alter the Soviet troops
withdrew, was itsell a minority gov-
ernment purperting to replace the
People’s Democratic Party of Afghani-
stan. Because of the constant power
struggles within the mujahidin, they
lost face with the people, especially
in the Pushtun belt, leaving the way
open for the Taliban to create a popu-
lar movement.

Despite the stability the Taliban
hrought to lawless provinces like
Kandahar, thev are regarded as ex-
tremists hecause their views on how
women should live are considered
radical by Western standards, and in-
deed by much of South Asias. lt 15
little consolation te a young Afghani
girl who wants to grow up to build
hridges and darus to know that the
Taliban has banned female education
until such time as a “suitahle curricu-
lum” is developed.

Their time-line depends on how
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quickly they can rule the entire coun-
try, because that is their primary ob-
jective. It has taken the Taliban more
than four vears to form an lslamic
state with law and order, and they
have no illusions regarding the diffi-
culty of the venture. Their ambitions
lic only within Afghanistans borders.
The movement is clearly puritanical
in nature, and this has served to alien-
ate some of the international commu-
nity, mainly for its treatment
of women and their ohsession
with destroving television sets and
video tapes.

Peter Marsden’s book on the
Taliban helps unravel some of the
chaos in Afghanistan. With clarity and
precision, backed by a masterful ren-
dering of the country’s chequered his-
tory, he shows us the Talihan as they
are scen by international agencies. by
regional powers. by rural Afghanis
and urbanites in Kahul and Herat.

Drawing no great conclusiens, or
predictions [or what lies ahead, the
author presents a balanced analysis of
the current situation. He discusses the
divergence of perspectives on gender
and other issues, both within the
Taliban and the humanitarian agen-
¢ies interacting with them, and shows
that inconsistencies from both sides
have intensified the sufferings of this

beleaguered population.

Marsden lavs out very clearly the
choices that humanitarian aid agen-
cies have faced during the past few
years. As Unicef did with their edu-
cation programine, the aid agencies
can stop their activities. Or, as Save
the Children Fund (UK} did in Herat,
they can suspend them. But, they can
also. alter expressing concern about
and drawing attention to the human
rights violations, continuc to opcrate
on the grounds of severe humanitar-
jan need. There are grave implications
to be drawn from each course of ac-
tion. When dealing with a force like
the Taliban, who are preoccupied with
military matters, the aid agency needs
to realise that the authorities may
not particularly eare whether it stays
or not.

The tempation will be there,
given the obvious extreme intoler-
ance, for an agency to pull out, and
divert its resources to a population
which might appreciate its efforts
more. But at the end of the day, if the
situation is so had that the aid agency
cannot make things better for the suf-
fering population by pulling out, then
the agency should stay.

International media coverage of
the situation in Alghanistan was
mixed in the 1980s, they fed us a diet
of simple stories of the glorious free-
dom fighters: the mujahidin always
made it to the evening news as they
mauled the Soviet army. In the early
1990s, after the collapse of the Soviet
government, the mujahidin became
power hungry and fratricidal reac-
tionaries. Things got more complex.
Then, as often bappens, the media lost
interest. Now, largely due 1o their ex-
tremist puritanism and simple aims,
the Taliban have succeeded in gain-
ing back Afghanistan’s share of inter-
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national media spotlight. The Taliban
have also gained all the positives and
negatives that go along with increased
and constant scrutiny of a conflict.
Newspapers in neighhouring
South Asian countries usually report
on the Taliban in one of several ways.
Pakistani newspapers lainent the “gun
culture” that was perpetuated two
decades ago by the conflicr in A
ghanistan and which supposedly has
now turned Karachi into gangsta

paradise. They also laud the “Warriors
of God” for their elforts towards
changing the facc of the next gencra-
tion of Muslims, who will be brought
up by mothers in hejab. Indian cov-
erage, on the other hand, tends to
exhihit a thinly veiled paranoia re-
garding Pakistans supposed ambition
to create an Islamic bloe which would
stretch from a Taliban-controlled Af-
ghanistan all the way to Ceniral Asia.

Given such prejudices in report-

ing. this book becomes essential read-
ing for media, academia and the gen-
eral public. Furthermore, it is a good
case study of the self-fulfilling proph-
ecy of the ~elash of civilisations™. Jin-
goism and extremism in the Subcon-
tinent, we new know, has an equal
and opposite reaction. 1L js contagious
and spreads across borders to polarise
societies that have alreadv enough
and more problems to cope with, A

Announcing . . .

Film South Asia '99

The second edition of the festival of South Asian documentaries
30 September - 3 October 1999

Film South Asia, the competitive festival of docu-
mentary films, invites entries from filmmakers of
the Subcontinent and the world. The biennial event
brings together the best non-fiction films of South
Asia. It provides a visible platform for new works
and helps promote a sense of community among
independent filmmakers. Film South Asia "99 is also
committed to developing a larger audience and
market for South Asian documentaries within and
outside the region.

Dates and Venue

FSA 99 will be held in Kathmandu for four days
running, from 30 September to 3 October 1999
{Thursday-Sunday). Films will be screened back-
to-back, and a three-member jury will announce
awards at the closing ceremony. Time will be set
aside for discussions foltowing all screenings.Talk
programmes and symposiums will be held con-
currently.

Criteria

Documentary films completed after | August
1997, if selected, will be admitted to the competi-
tive category. (Entrants may ask not to be included

in competition.) Films made before the cut-off
date will join the non-competitive category.

Entries will have to be on South Asian subjects,
broadly understood. They can cover any subject
in the range available to filmmakers, from people,
culture, lifestyle and adventure to development,
environment, politics, education, history and so
on. Entries that have not been released publicly
will receive priority. The filmmakers need not be
South Asian.

Entry is free of cost. All entries must reach the
Festival Secretariat in Kathmandu by 30 June 1999.

Entry Forms

Contact the festival office for entry forms.
Entry forms can also be downloaded from
http://www.himaimag.com/fsa.

For more information, contact

Manesh Shrestha, Festival Director

GPO Box 7251, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel:977-1-543333/542544; Fax:977-1-521013;

Email: fsa@mos.com.np.

Film South Asia ’99 is organised by Himal in association with
International Television Trust for Environment (TVE).
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