








Yajra (literally--flash
of hightning}. is an
artists' condominiun.
atransit home for
many, providing a
base during months of
hibernation and
creative mspiration.
Its isolation, graphic
splendour and
peaceful ambience.
make an ideal retreat
from the clock of
DIEssure.
Ketaki Sheth
Insicde Outside

[stayed @ week at the
Yajra. by which time
[ had become so fond
of it that  stayed
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Getting it wrong

This is in reference to the commen-
tary "1, Me, Mysclf™ in your Febru-
ary 1998 issue ahout the best talent
in the Indian civil services exams
preferring the revenue to the
administrative and loreign services.

Presuming that by “best talent”
vou refer to people who rank the
highest in the exams, 1 must inform
you that the first 40 or 50 candi-
dates in the civil services exams
almost without exception prefer to
join the Tndian Administrative
Serviee A or the Indian Foreign
Service (11sy and have been doing so
at lcast for the last ten vears,

1 know of only vne person out of
an intake of about 600 candidates
between the vears 1991 to 1997
whe preferred 1o join the revenue
services rather than the 145 or
the 119s,

Arupam Ray

Indian Forcign Service

Dot

For nniform pensions

I am a retired US soldier living in
South Carolina, Usa. If T understand
correetly, the British government
pavs all working seldiers the same
pay. but upon retirement, pays the
Gurkha retirees less (July/August
1997). They defend this policy by
saying it costs less 1o live in Nepal
than in other countrics.

At the age of 44, 1 thought 1 had
heard it all. What difference does it
make where a soldier lives alter
retiring from military service? A
peasion, regardless of where you
live alter retirement, is paid for
years ol faithful service. Should
draw less ol a military pension
because | live in South Carolina
than a fellow retivee living in New
Yorl? [ think not!

J. Enlow

1S Army (retired)

Not amused

[ was rather disappointed to read
some of the articles in vour Tebru-
ary "98 issue. All 1 could see was the
ridiculing of Pakistan and its
history. from how its name was
conceived in a bus ride to how s
leader drank alcohol and ate ham.
What 1s the objective of bringing

out these sour parts of Pakistani
history other than to please and
appeal Lo just one class of readers.

These articles remind me ol a
hooklet 1 read 20 years ago in
Pakistan titled “Jab Indira Jenvan
Thee” (When Indira Was Young). 1
was amuscd to read 1t at that ime
bul new think it was inappropriate.
[ am sure some of vour readers will
be amused by these "newer versions
of history™, but then you will not be
pleasing a large majority of poten-
tial readers. So il you must print
such material please don't say the
magazine represents the whole of
South Asia

Masood Ahmad

<mahmad@southernco.coms>

Jinnah maligned
Although you ctaim to represent
South Asia, it looks like most of
your articles regarding Paldstan are
gathered from people who are most
probably majoring in
Pseudo-Journalism, or [rom some
disillusioned people who have failed
to sce the Light of Pakisian and its
torch bearer Jinnah in a iroubled
and dark South Asia.

Regarding your articles on
Jinnah. the impression I got is that
vou have made the best possibic

K RISHNAS CorRNER,

cffort to malign Jinnah and, along
with him, Pakistan, The conse-
quence of such coverage can only
he the lass of quite a few of your
Pakistani readers (the second largest
community of the region you claim
1o represent). [agree that finnah
was no angel but the way vou have
portrayed him is also not justilied.

i suggest that the magazine
revise its editorial policy vis-a-vis
Pakistan and Jinnah.

Syed Imran Mustafa

Hoeughton, Michigan

We would only ask the previous two
correspondents to read the issue on finnch
again to find out whether the Quaid was
in fact maligned. Editors.

Mullahs’ hostage
| found the articles in the February
1998 Pakistan Special issue ox-
tremely relevant to today’s circum-
stances. Whatever is happening in
Pakistan today. is the bitter fruits ol
aur past labour.

| would have the history of
Pakistan divided into two periods.
one being the first 23 vears
{1947-1973), and the second, the
next 25 (1973-1997). 1 am not
prejudiced against any form ol
government, but [ have to say that
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canopy of trees. Dams can pass
water through their turbines and
spillways; the sediment, however, is
there to stay.

Damn-building interests have
always greatly underplayed the
impact of sediment, as recent
studies show, to make their pet
projects look artractive. This one
fact alone makes the economics of
high dams highly questionable.

The second issue that
Bandyvopadhvay fails to consider is
that of nature’s greatest gift to the
Ganga plains - groundwater
reservoirs that already store rwo to
three times more water than all the
proposed artificial reservoirs in the
Himalaya. This alternative storage
comes without any of the risks
associated with high dams such as
vocilerous “oustees”, rapacious
external bankers, rechnological
failure of long gestation, complex
engineering works and
reservoir-induced seismicity.

The common argument by high
dam lobbyists that exploiting
groundwater calls for cheap energy
which only high dams can provide,

has heen undercut by the experi-
cnce in India and Nepal. The
market, in the form of cheap diesel
pumps, is already exptoiting this
potential, even in the command area
of large surface irrigation projects
such as on the Kosi and the
Gandak. It is these pumnps, and not
so much the highly wastelul surface
irrigation canals, which are contrib-
uting to India’s current success in
food self-suMficiency. Pumps and
electricity, freely supplied by the
governmenl, go unused by farmers
who pay for private diesel pumps
because sarkari surface and ground-
water schemes run by the burcau-
cracy are extremely unreliable.
Farmers do not like to pay for
waler; what they preler to pay [oris
reliahility, which the market or
farmers’ cooperatives are better at
delivering than the rent-seeking
bureaucracies in our midst.

Iver, on the other hand, seems to
be undergoing a paradigm shilt,
which is remarkable and highly
praiseworthy given his background
as India’s top water bureaucrat. It is
unfortunate, however, that the

Three-Country Ganga Brahmaputra
project with which he is associated
has been unahle to effect any degree
ol similar shilt in thinking of the
three governments of Nepal, India
and Bangladesh as far as water
management in Soutb Asia is
concerned.

His almost knee-jerk reaction to
my descrihing (in an article in the
July-August 1995 Himal) the
Three-Country study as a victory
for “Big Brother” shows the heavy
cmotional toll a paradigm shift
extracts. There is little justification
in his jumping to the conclusion
that anyoene using that term is
*anti-Indian”. When it comes to
waler management, Big Brother is
not just Indian, for we have Nepali
Big Brothers quixotically pushing
for possibly the world’s highest
dams in the seismic western
Himalaya {Pancheswar on the
Mahakali and Karnali on the
Chisapani) as well as Bangladeshi
Big Brothers hell-bent on realising a
construction bonanza in the form of
the Ganga Barrage.

These colossal and expensive
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present “pro-dam views”. Tt is well
known that agitations against large
dams are directed by an anti-growth
lobby of Western countries. In
India, it has been joined, among
others, by the Narmada Bachao
Andolan, which has led the fight
against the Sardar Sarovar Project
(s5P) on the Narmada.

Let me present some informa-
tion on the Narmada project so that
some of the misconceptions may be
clarified and the prejudiced opposi-
tion to the project brought to light.
While the Supreme Court of India is
still considering the applications of
the Madhya Pradesh government
and the Narmada Bachao Andolan
against raising the height of the ssp
to 110 metres from the present 81.3
m, a churning for a new approach
and new appreciation of the ssp
has begun.

Bharatiya Janata Party-led
governments have come to power
hoth in Guiarat and at the Centre,
which has given hope to those who
want a taller dam on the Narmada.
Guyjarat’s Chiel Minister Keshuhhai
Patel hinted as much, and the
pJe supremo LK. Advani, now
Home Minister, had declared time
and again during the election
campaign that the Narmada project
would be given “national status”.
This was taken to mean that all
obstacles would be removed in
building the ssp to its originally
proposed height.

It has been recognised that 55p,
with a dam height of 110 metres,
could easilv cover dry lands of
Kuich and Rajasthan. Also, this
would allow a 250 MW power plant
to come up at the project site. It is
not clear whether the opponents of
the ssp would like to demolish the
81.3 metre dam and leave high and
dry all the irrigation channels which
already fan out to the far corners of
Saurashtra and Kutch in Gujarat.

Incidentally, Gujarat has found a
new indirect ally - the Madhya
Pradesh-based Tnvironment
Protection Group LGy, headed hy
Sharad Jain, former president of the
Narmada Valley Development
Authority in MP In a survey of the
implications of the increased height
of the ssp, the £PG has succeeded in
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revealing the truth aboul the
rehabilitation issue. The unreliable
information availahle earlier to the
villagers came filtered through the
protestors and the MP government’s
gloomy attitude towards the whole
scheme.

The PG survey has pointed out
that residences and farms of only 16
villages will he affected hy the
increased height of the ssp; the
villages (only houses) to be affected
by advancing waters will be 95;
and 14 villages will remain com-
pletely unaffected. The survey
found that 22 percent of the
affected families would choose to go
1o Gujarat for rehahilitation; of the
rest, 62 percent would like to
remain in MP, while 15 percent
(mostly well-to-do farmers) do not
want [0 move. '

The t¢G claims that there is a lot
of misinlormation circulating
among the aflected villages, and
that whenever there was a flow of
correct information ahout the
henefits of rehabilitation schemes,
there was hardly any protest from
the villagers.

Rehabilitation is not an event, as
oo many critics assume, but a
process. The ssP evidence suggests
that, some exceptions apart, the
bulk of project-attected persons are
already better off than in their

original homes. There is no warrant
for pessimisni. and the protesters’
fears that rehabilitation is impos-
sible is unfounded.

On 4 March 1997, lollowing the
Supreme Court’s award staving
construction of the ssp, Sanat Mehta,
the then MP from Gujarat and
former chairman of the ssp Nigam,
raised some hasic issues relating to
the project during the zero hour in
the Lok Sabha. To his own surprise
and happiness, he found warm
support lor his “pro-height”
contention from such leaders as the
then Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral, Sharad Pawar,
Chandrashekhar, Sharad Yadav,
Somnath Chatterji and other
stalwarts.

As a top official ol the ssp put it:
*The Narmada Bachao Andolan
defends a tribal lifestyle that is in
any case increasingly unsustainahle.
Those agitators sitting in developed
countries simply cannot imagine
what benefits such a dam could
mean to those living in and around
the forests since centuries. It could
perhaps mnean a resurgent new
literate and modern class of people
who would not tolerate any eco-
nomic hegemony of non-trihals or
some super power.”

Batuk Vora

Ahmedabad

SAARC Conference on Localisation of Computers

“We want to use computers in our own scripts and languages. [fwe do not act now,
our scripts and languages too will be romanised one day.”

In the first week of Seprember 1998, C-DAC of Pune is organising an intcrnational
SAARC conference on “Localisation of Computer and Communication”. Experts and
industry participancs from South Asiaand overscas will study the relevance ot localisation
in rerms of South Asian seciety, culture, cconomy, human resource and regional
cooperation. Discussions will be held an seeipt standardisarion, language tools, font
processing, multilingual enabling, language rechnology development, access devices,
rranslation terminology, applications {(word processing and data processing), eIc.

Contact:

8.8, Pujari, Programme Coordinator
Poona University Campus

Ganesh Khind

Pune 411 007, India

Phone: +91-212-355228

Fax: +91-212-357551

ematl pujari@cdac.ernet.in

CENTRE FOR
DEVELOPMENT

OF ADVANCED
COMPUTING
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PAKISTAN

HOPE IN THE
LAND OF THE
PURE

THERE IS NEVER a dull moment in the Pa-
kistan polity, with what the erudite call “fis-
siparous tendencics” erupting all over all the
time. This was as true during the month of
March as in any other. The Karachi cauldron
boiled over onee again as the Mohajir factions
of Altaf and Hagqigui went after each other
even as the former threatened to withdraw
from its alliance with the Pakistan Muslim
League {Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's party)
in geverning Sindh.

If Sindh was unstable, the Punjab-domi-
nated national government was seeing other
provinces generate pressures with renewed
urgency. Once again, the debate between pro-
vincialisim and centralism began 1o pick up
steam, with the proponents of the “Pakistan
Ideology™ calling for strict adherence to a
tight-knit nation-state ruled [rom Islamabad.

NGV AT

Parties which were till a few weeks ago re-
garded as in the mainstream suddenly became
“anti-national” in the minds of some.
Nawaz Sharil's national alliance in
Islamabad was weakened when the Awami
National Party of the NWFP, a partner of nine
vears' standing, decided to opt out of the coa-

lition. The trigger was the Prime Minister’s
sudden amnesia regarding a promise made to
rename the North West Frontier Province
“Pakthunkhwa”. This is an important matter
{or the Pakhthuns (Pathans), who make up
the majority in the province, and who want
the name change since the Sindhis have Sindh,
the Punjabis Punjab and the Balochs
Balochistan.

Balochistan, meanwhile, was unsettled.
The use of its abundant resources for the
greater national good - particularly for the
henefit of Punjab province and the city of
Karachi - has always rankled and the Balochs
are growling. While there was that small (or
not so small) matter of dropping the "’ from
“Batuchistan” and replacing it with an "o’, even
more significant was the tussle with Islamabad
regarding the withholding of funds for the
province.

The national and provincial party align-
ments and structures seem hardly capahle of
tackling the many challenges facing the coun-
try, other than providing band-aid treatment.
For all his much-vaunted success in
centralising power so as to be able 1o do the
things required 1o steer Pakistan aleng a
proper course, the Prime Ministers Muslim
League is no longer as strong as il was just a
few weeks ago in the National Assembly.

The government's power presently rests on
the disarray of the opposition. Benazir Bhutto
is far out in the cold. her credibility ripped
apart by the unfolding corruption scandal
with her husband as the prime accused. [n
mid -March, Benazir did get together with
other anti-pMmL parties and factions to launch
the Pakistan Awami Ittehad «rAD. but this is
no mere than an oppertunistic alliance to fight
the ML, “Everybody having pro-Pakistan
thinking must support the PAI movement,”
said a pal spokesmnan, but no one was laking
the pronouncement seriously.

Mcanwhile, also over the course of March,
Pakistan held iis first census in 18 years,
counting people and households. Iolding a
census is a necessary exercise for all kinds of
obvieus reasons. You cannot run a country
without knowing how many there are and
what the demographic characteristics are. But
here, a census holds out the possibility of fur-
ther destabilising a country that lives on the
edge. One official of the statistics division said,
“It |the census] is likely to create more prob-
lems than it will solve,” and he may well be
right.

The Ahmadivas, persecuted by the state
this past decade for espousing “un-lslamic”
tenets, decided to make a major policy shift
when they announced that they would not
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register as Muslims during the census. There
is actually a retrogressive line in the census
form itsell which denounces the Ahmadiyas,
and which has to be acknowledged by all who
describe themselves as Muslim.

But, for a country that is getting ever-more
mired in the whirlpool of regional, sectarian,
and linguis[ic suspicion, the census exercise
may vet vicld a posttive outcome. As a col-
umnist wrote in The Dawn of Karachi, one
just has to make the best of a poor situation.
The outcome of the census may be disrup-
tive and may lead to new upheavals in the
political arena, he wrote, “but it will not be a
bad thing if the census can bring our inher-
ent animosities into the open and intensify
our conllicts 10 a level where some resolu-
tion may he possihle.” So there is hope.

INDIA

ATAL'S ODDITY

IF INDIA WAS locking towards the general
elections to clear some of the uncertainties
that cloud the political horizon, it could not
have been more haffled. The single largest
party that derided the shaky coalition of 13
regional parties which preceded it as a
“khichdi government” is now in power with
the strangest of coalition partners and a truly
ractured mandate.

While the United Fromt government had
a common minimuin programme, a reason-
able claim to representing regional interests
and a commitment to the hasic tencts of the
Indian Constitution, the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led government is on a dilferent turf al-
together. 1t does not believe in the pluralistic
cultural and national ethos enshrined in the
Indian Constitution. The gj# has never fought
shy of proclaiming its commitment to
“Hindutva” though it has now toned down
its shrill accents in deference to some of its
allies. To confound confusion, it bas been
joined by some of the very United Tront con-
stituents which had vowed to fight its com-
ing to power because ol its declared
pro-Hindu biases.

Fellowing the general elections, the Bjp
loudly thumped its chest and said the people
had given it a clear mandate to rule. But il
won only 178 of the 539 seats declared.
Though it increased its share at the hustings,
the )P still has onlv a fourth of the toal votes
in the country. Despite working hard at woo-
ing Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Trihes
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and the Muslim population hefore the elec-
tions, the e did not win a significant fol-
lowing among them. The pjrand its allies got
36 percent of upper caste votes and 42 per-
cent of votes from “Qther Backward Castes™.
But the SC/ST vote was only 25 percent, with
the Muslim vote even lower at 7 percent. The
$C/STs account for more than 22 percent of
the countrys population, while Muslims
make up 12 percent.

As for the allies - they include the imperi-
ous J. Javalalitha and her followers, the fire-
brand erstwhile Congresswoman Mamta
Bannerjee and her lovalists, the maverick
trade unionist George Fernandes’ Samta Party.
Punjabs Akali Dal, Ram Krishna Hegde’s Lok
Shakti, Navin Patnaik’s Biju Janata Dal, the
discredited Congress leader Sukh Ram’s
Himachal Vikas Congress, the Shiv Sena of
Maharashtra, Subhramaniam Swamy’s Janata
Party, and some.prominent independents like
Maneka Gandhi and Buta Singh. This coali-
tion is made up of a virtual army of prima
cdonnas that the R[P appears ill-cquipped to
manage.

Already, the partners have begun to ex-
tract their pounds of flesh. Javalalitha has key
ministries in her bag, including Law, with her
protege who picked up that portfolio faith-
fully proclaiming that the dozens of corrup-
tion cases against his leader are politically mo-
tivated. The others. including some indepen-
dents, have important ministries vastly dis-
proportionate to their strength in the house.
The Telugu Desam Party, one of the architects
ol the carlier United TFront government, tilted
towards the Bjr, and got itsell a Speakerin the

The new coalition is made up of a
virtual army of prima donnas

that the BJP appears ill-equipped

to manage.

House in the bargain. From the Kashmir Val-
ley, Farooq Abdullah of the National Confer-
ence broke away from the UF, deciding te sup-
port the B

The National Agenda for Governance
brought out by the new ruling alliance reads
like a patchwork of platitudes rather than a
plan ol action. This may be the wages of man-
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Kaanochci

Mullaireivu

aging an unwieldy 18-party sct up, but there
was 110 [eason wh}-' a common, minimum,
non-controversial programme could not have
been framed.

Say some, the BJPis learning to be accom-
modating, to carry along its allies under a
wide umbrella of support. The hawkish
Hindutva agenda is a thing of the past, they
say. But then Prime Minister Asal Bihari
Vajpayee, endlessly touted as the most aceept-
ahle face of the party, could not get his candi-
date sworn in as Finance Minister. The Sangh
Parivar, or to be more specific, rhe Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh muscled in at the last
moment, and Prime Ministerial protestations
were of no avail. 1t surely will not be tong
hefore the Parivar imposes its agenda on key
arcas of governance.

Already the B)P Minuster of State for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting, Mukhtar Ahbas
Naqvi, who also happens to be the party’s only
successful Muslim candidate, has announced
his intention to introduce a new international
channel of Doordarshan “to counter
anti-Hindu propaganda hy the forcign media™,
He says, in blinkered arrogance, “The Chan-
nel will not term Hindus as terrorists or fun-
damentalists, unlike the BBC or the CNN.”
Naqvi also says he wants private satellite
channels to ‘uplink’ their programmes from
India (this is not allowed so far) so that the
government £an control what they show. One
can only wish well for the rest of South Asia
as it watches these acrass-the-horder shows.

It is anvhody’s guess how long this set-up
will last and what 1s to follow. The Congress
has vel to revitalise itself, Sonia Gandhi not-
withstanding, and the United Front appears
depleted and defeated. The political scene is
even more confused than before, and the ideo-
logical underpinnings hlurred. lsn’t this where
we [irst came in?

SRI LANKA

ABSURD
SURVIVAL

A WAR THAT has been too long in the wag-
ing gets whittled down 1o cold statistics about
the dead. Over 50,000 killed in 15 vears: that’s
the Tamil-Sinhala figures.

Tragic as it is, the dead, we should remind
ourselves, can take care of themselves.

Its the survivors, some two million of
them, about whom the world should he

shocked into paying attention. These survi-
vors, most of them Tamil and Muslim civil-
ians of the Northern Provinee of Vanni, are
living out a ghastly nightmare, diseased and
starved. helplessly caught between the Tiget
and the Soldier.

Reports {rom the Vanni districts -
Mullaittivu, Kilinochehi and Mannar - malke
tragic reading, bearing all the pain of a mas-
sive humanitarian disaster. In Vanni, if any-
thing can go wrong, it has, already. If the army
has destroyed homes, hospitals, churches,
temples and schools, the Tigers have killed
theusands of civilians.

And of those lelt behind, its a desperate
struggle for survival. Cut off from their nor-
mal livelihoods. cach hasic need becomes a
luxury that cannot he afforded. Life in
Vanni has all the trappings of an absurd
drama in its pathetic dimensions. Here, then,
is a hurlesque survival kit for the suffering
civilian:

Put up with woefully inadequate dry rations
in the time-honoured sow-grapes principle.
Shopping lists are waste of paper.

If you're young, even just inte your teens,
fight to feed yourselves, either join the Army
or the Tigers.

Don't fish in banned waters (Northeast
coast), stick to the piece of land you
don’t have.

Learn to live with daily inflation (the height
of inflatien: a Sri Lankan paying, actually
paying, 35 rupces for a kilo of coconuts).
Essential drugs are perennially scarce, buy
Paracetarmol tablets on credit.

If vou're a patient, patience of course should
be an important virtue. You may wait for
hours, yet not manage a glimpse of the doc-
tor. As all hospitals are ridiculously under-
staffed, life is in your hands, not the doctors.
Don't panic when you hear about all these
thousands of cases of malaria. Seek solace
from the malaria veterans - a normal sight
in Vanni - who have caught the disease 7-9
times. But don't ever buy the expirved medi-
cine that the government doles out. Since the
government also has restricted the availabil-
ity of sugar-coated quinine tablets for ma-
laria, it better to die without it,

And if you don't have malaria, but Lyphoid,
herculosis, diarrhoea, scabies, rabies, etc,
noet L0 WOrTy, many are in the same boat.
Do understand the challenge faced by your
doctor, whe, because of luck of minor fucili-
ties such as blood tests, relics on the deadly
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trial-and-error method.

‘No kerosene’ is a blessing in disguise in these hard
times. At least it should deter those bent on self-imme-
lation.

As for shelter, mother nature’s Cmerald island lap is

the best.

Ne schools? Enjoy the vacation!

Wur is a lesson in economising. No excess baggage;

the old and the disabled are liabilities, leave them alone.

Ultimately, the best survivor is the one who goes mad.

The many lonely women  on  Vaani’s

roads, wandering blissfully, belong to this exclusive

tribe.

Thats the kind of gallows caricature that the Co-
lombo government’s “War for Peace™ throws up, Its also
the spin off of the economic hlockade - an euphemism
for state-sponsored starvation - that has been in place
in the Vanni districts since 1990. The humantitarian
agencies have difficulty providing relief, as the govern-
ment wants to play the sole distributor for fear of sup-
plics falling into rebel hands. NGOs have been forbid-
den from supplying foed and drugs; other than the gov-
ernment, only the Red Cross is allowed to distribute
medicine. But even for that they have to wait for days
to get the military’s permission.

Now that’s the lot of Vannis civilians - the endless
wail - for [ood, for shelter, for clothes, for 1'116(11(.111(.5 -
and this awful war 10 be done with.

Can you afford to trek without a
PORTABLE ALTITUDE CHAMBER (PAC) ?

BARTLETT PTY LTD an Australian Com-
pany, wishes to announce a new product for
Mountain Safety. PAC is an effective means of
treating Altitude Mountain Sickness (AMS).

It can mean the difference between death and
survival in difficult situations. Its competitively
low cost (US$ 1,000 plus freight) means all
treks above 3000 metres, and all trips to Tibet/
Ladakh, can now afford this proven method of
reducing the risks of AMS.

Oneler dinctly frome the manafactuo
BARTLETT PTY LTD

International phone: 61 35 339 3103 International fax: 61 35 338 1241
Email: info@hanlei.net.au

L AL A WORKS 705 )

SRR

he rugged, unearthly beauty of the "Roof of the

worid" and its rich Buddhist tradition has
caplivated countless travelers down the centuries.
Now open to outsiders, travel here is still restricted
and your "tour” has to be arranged by a local
operator. Nevertheless, a journey to Tibet truly
surpasses one's wildest imagination.

Discover the grandeur of this mysterious land on our
fixed-date (or private) departures. We have the trip
to suit your time & interests, from the classic 4-day
fly-in-out tour of the Forbidden City toa 2 12 week
trans-Himalayan mountain bike journey frem Lhasa

R SRR

to Kathmandu. Qur partnership with quality
operators in Tibet ensures hassle-free travel and an
unforgettable experience. Explore the remote, exctic
corners of this fascinating country on our unique
itineraries -- the magnificent Namtso Bird Sanctuary,
Namche Barwa and the holy Mt Kailash & Lake
Manasarowar. Call, fax or e-mail us for more
information or faxed literature.

—

.
wayfarers Pvt. Ltd,, wayfarers =@
PO Box 1209, Kathmandu.  adventure travel Himalaye
e-mail: wayfarer@mos.com.np
Tel: (+977 1) 417 176, 229 110 Fax: 245 875




"By far the best deal in the inexpensive range of hotels"
Frommer's Nepal.

Kunsang’s personal service matches four star
quality for a trusted and comfortable stay

Features:
— onaquiet lane, situated conveniently in the heart
of Thamel

— business and travel centre (e-mail, fax, privale
phones, trekking, rafting and safar)

— satellite TV, safety deposit, air-conditiening,
¢levator and luggage storage

— bath-tubs with 24 hr. hot shower, rcof top garden
and fricndly staff

HOTEL EXCELSIOR (P} LTD

PO.BOX 9432, NARSINGH CAMP
THAMEL, KATHMANDU, NEPAL

Tel; 411566, 220285, Fax: 977-1-410853
E-mail: excel@wlink.com.np

WE ARE AROUND YOU

ALL THE TIME FOR YOUR
TRAVEL NEEDS

For further details please contact:

Travels & Tours (P) Ltd.

P.O. Box 10517, Aeroflot Building, Kamaladi

- Kathmandu, Nepal.

Tel: 223219, 247058 Fax: 977-1-225875

AFTER OFFICE HOURS:
Tel: 373485 Fax: 977-1-373468

CONTACT PERSON:
Manoj Sharma
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HOTEL
GARUDA PVT. LTD.

G.P.O.BOX. 1771, THAMEL, KATHMANDU, NEPAL
TEL: 416776, 416340, 414766

FAX: (977-1-) - 413614, 472380

. e-mait garuda@mos.com.np

URL: hip-/fwww.iravel-nspal. commotel/garudaindex htm!

Explore Nepal with the Experts

With long experience in organising treks, we
can advise on the best trek given the time of the yvear,
the region and your budget. There is piuch more lo
trekking in the Nepali [limalaya than the main regions
of Annapurna and Everest, [ike the regions of Dolpa,
AMustang having a summer trekking season more like
India.

Experience the highest mountains. Sfriendly
people and great hospitality on our trekking. rafting
and wildlife expedition. Ancient temples and cities to
be explored and fascinating culture 1o be experienced.

Treks organised for both individual and groups
are usually conducted by Sherpa guides. who are

Jamous for their mountaineering exploits on | fimalayan

Expeditions.

Footprint Treks & Expeditions

GPO Box : 5084, Kathmandu, Nepal
TeliFax : 977-1-258255
E-mail : sabine@fcolprnt.wlink.com.np
Visit us on worldwide web-hitp:/fwww.calmando .comifoot/ptrek







THE POLITICAL
LCoONOMY

Politics, economics and culture determine what South Asians see on

their computer screens.

by Kenneth Keniston

[ South Asias 1.3 billion citizens,

96 percent are currently excluded

from using the computer, the

[nternet, and the World Wide Web.

Thisis due to the near-total ahsence
of software in the languages that the majority
of them speak. Restated in the jargon of the
computer scientist, there has been virtually
no “software localisation” to any of the major
languages of the Subcontinent.

The exclusion of a {ull one sixth of the
world’s population [rom what enthusiasts term
“The Information Age™ raises questions ahout
politics, culture and software that are impor-
tant not only to South Asia, but to the rest of
the world as well. Despite internal conflict,
this region has maintained a vibrant
multilinguistic. multicultural society in an era
of world fragmentation, and it remains com-
mitted to economic growth and to freedom
and social justice. It thus has a rare, perhaps
unigque, opportunity te allect the directions
in which the Information Age will move,

Whether or not software is localised at all,
and if so, whether it is adapted to the cultures
to which it is localised, are issues influenced
by political and cultural faciers. Future so-
cial and cultural impacis of software and of
other aspects of the electronic age in South
Asia are in no sense technologically deter-
mined, but depend largely on what South

Asians and Americans decide to do. and spe-
cifically on the capacity to work together 10
set standards for localisation to non-English
languages that are global without being impe-
rialistic.

Rule by the digirati

I begin with a bad dream - a dream that is part
science fiction, part nightmare, but alse part
sociological projection.

In the not-too-distant future, the entire
world will effectively be controlled Iy a small
group of individuals identifiable by four dis-
tinct characteristics: they are all computer lit-
erate; they all have an Internct address and/er
Website; they all possess a cellular telephone
{probably with direct satellite links); and they
all undersiand - and speak and write - English
as their first, second. or third language.

This new ruling class - we can ¢all them
the digirati - will be concentrated in the na-
tions of the so-called North, but its members
will also be found in Bangalore, Bombay,
Dhaka. Delhi, Karachi, Nairobi, Buenos Aires,
Singapore, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur or
Johanneshurg. They jet from centinent 1o con-
tinent: they communicate instantancously in
English over the Internet, World Wide Web.
or whatever follows. They have instantancous
access to unhclievably comprehensive net-
works of information; they make financial
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It 15 often said that it is the lack of pur-
chasing power ol the larger masses that keeps
computers restricted to the English-speaking
classes. This argument is not entirely valid.
Let us consider a section of the larger Indian
mass, for example. If you look at the work of
small-time shopkeepers in any town - Bomhay,
Badaun, Gaya. Trichi or Bhavnagar - you will
find that there is no reason to doubt their pur-
chasing power or to believe that they will not
be ahle te henefit from computerisation.

This population of shopkeepers can defi-
nitely use computers to business advantage,
provided there is software in their language
to adopt and implement successfully. Pres-
ently, these proprictors of small businesses
have to learn English to use computers or hire
an employce who knows English. This cre-
ates a problem hecause they would then have
to share their closely guarded business secrets
with this person. They would emhrace
computerisation il there was software ina lan-
guage they can use.

India’s computer and software companies
have to think in terms of a new approach to
deal with this large potential market, one
which has purchasing power but no English.
The size of this small-shopkeeper market is
large: it makes up about 40-50 percent ol
shops in big cities and 10 to 20 percent of
shops in the smaller towns. This amounts to
ahout 15 to 20 times the size of the existing
market of Indian computer companies. It’s had
economics for the industry to ignore this
market until it learns English, for that day will
take too long in coming,.

A study of returns on investment shows
that the computerisation of these small shops
(mainly for inventory management and ac-
counting) will pay for itself in six to eight
months. In other words, there is plenty of
scope Lo sell such localised software.

Who will do it?
The development of local software can hest
be taken up by specialists who know both
computers as well as the relevant South Asian
local language(s). In India, fot example, there
is a large pool of such programmers for whom
English is a second or third language. They
will be able to prepare software with what is
called local language “front-ends™. (Ina {ront-
end software, the application is in the local
language, hut the underlying programme re-
mains in English. In the second step of soft-
ware localisation, even the underlying
programmes would be in a South Asian
language.)

This group of programmers who are in-
tercsted in localising software into their lan-

guages has to be supported hy the local hod-
ies in the private and public sector. For ex-
ample, at the national or provincial level,
market hodies as well as the vatious sahitya
academies could provide the forum to pto-
mote localisation. The market representatives
and language bodies would work together to
deline specifications, government support,
suhsidies, as well as to promote the product
that emerges.

It is not that the hig computer comparnies
do not have a role to play in the localisation
process. They will definitely have to chalk out
a new strategy for their role in the individual
countries ol South Asia as the market changes
and indigenisation proceeds. At that time, they
will also adapt and fight for their market share,
hut it is true that for the moment, these big
companics ate very comfortahle handling
large accounts. They are nol geared to meet
the demands of the small-time computer us-
ers, for they are thinly spread across large ar-
eas. Their big accounts typically have about
50-100 computers in three or four sites in a
city like Bomhay.

Once there is software available in local
languages, the future market for computers
is going to be radically different, and much
larger. In the new market, say, of the size of a
small town like Vashi in Maharashtra, there
will be about 400 computers in a stretch of
less than a kilometre. This concentration will
be economically viahle for any soltware or
hardware vendor. Such large number of com-
puters in such a small area will be far casier
to maintain than maintaining the present large
accounts. The full market potential will then
he realised when we sec that there will be hun-
dreds of such dense elusters of computer us-
ers in the Bombay area - Dadar, Parel and
Crafford market. Now, if we multiply the num-
ber of similar markets in small towns all over
India, we will he able to fathom the size of
this market.

Big companics, if they want to remain hig,
will have to learn to deal with this new mar-
ket, where there would be a large numher of
customers with small holdings. The next wave
of computerisation, to speak only of India, will
belong to the company that can cater to and
capture this large market.

H. Kumar, who works for the Konkan Railway
in Bombay, is the developer of Susha, a ‘freeware’

font whichmakes it possible to work with front-

end’ software in Hindi, Gujarati, Marathi and
Gurmukhi. Susha can be obtained from H.
Kumar by writing te <krcl@giashm01.vsni.net.in>
or <kumar_harsh@hotmail com>.
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Inside Rao

WHAT DO YOU do when you are out
of power, by now four times removed
from the prime ministership ol India
and twice removed from the presi-
dency of the Congress party? And also
a possihle jail term in the offing?

It could be India’s answer to Pri-
mary Colours. Former Prime Minis-
ter I'V. Narasimha Rao has decided to
come out with his fictionalised hiog-
raphy, The irsider. 1t promises to be
an exciting ringside view of a turhu-
lent political era through the eyes of
someone who has been an important
part of it all.

The book earlier generated inter-
est when a magazine published ex-
cerpts detailing the protagonists love
life. This time around, another maga-
zine has puhlished more varied c¢x-
cerpts along with an interview with
the erudite Rao in which he says, "My
role in the hook is that of a political

say as an insider.”

Never has an Indian prime nminis-
ter {(sitting or retired) brought out a
book on his life while still alive. And
now the news is that it is slated for
release by Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee at a grand [unction in the
capital in April. In doing this, he will
be returning a favour to his friend,
Rao, who, as prime minister, had re-
leased Vajpayee's own book of poems,

“The book ol the season” is what

Ivd SYHENS

the publisher, Penguin India’s David
Davidar, has called Rao’s memoirs.
But, the question is, will it sell? The
most recent runaway Penguin hit was
not a literary or pelitical pothoiler, hut
a hook of cut and dried journalistic
reports from the rural interiors of In-
dia. P Sainath’s Everybody Loves a
Good Drought has gone inte four re-
prints ol 10,000 copies each.

Will Rao the 'insider’ best Sainath
the 'outsider'?

activist. 1 thought | had something to

Monster cake

EVEN AS NEW Delhi’s political cauldron was brimming over
with potent concoctions of the khadi clad, the Indian Culinary
Forum (ICF) was getting ready 10 whip itsell into a frenzy. The
Forum, defying all known geometry of the cake (always a circle
or a square, never a long, long rectangle), was readying to bake
an entry into the Guinness Book of records with the world’s “larg-
est” of the kind.

The cake was to have been an enonnous 82.5-tonne, 3-km-
long gastronomic monstrosity on Rajpath, stretching out from
the Presidential Palace on 15 March. However, the inauguration
ol the new Parliament and rising day temperatures stopped the
ICF from enjoying, as it were, a cakewalk on the Rajpath. They
were refused official go-ahead for the proposed date.

But that has only made the organisers more obsessed. Now
they say the venue wili be shifted as “we can't take the risk of
displaying the cake in the open in the month of April.”

So {rom Presidential outdoors, the ‘cake’ - if we can call it
that instead of the snake it would resemble - will now be ‘con-
structed' in the comfort of an air-conditioned auditorium. Twenty-
five of the city’s best hotels are part of this mid-spring madness.
Their puerile goal is to outweigh the 58.8-tonne cake baked by
Alabama chefs in the United States.

The madness, allegedly, has a method too. The organisers
say the proceeds will go to charity and the event is in celebrarion

1998 APRIL HIMAL 114

o

KE WET gor oy ==
1€ | ¥ e D A
" Sel @ worlg .

R, i Mdepeng; ft’cu;;j- B
Worpgs %!‘
M R _;‘,,(K,Id $ largesy GESE‘T"”“""“‘ ]
S S e
sl

being o

s rEE,

of India’s 50 years of Indepen- |
dence. If that were not enough, |
Manjit Singh Gill, president of ;
the ICF, adds, "We want to
prove to the world the capa-
bility of Indian chefs.” R

But don’t {all for that. In what seemed like ‘Q“MA
a sharp indictment of Marie Antoinette, Devender Sharma
of the Forum for Biotechnology and Food Security, shot off let-
ters of protest to the press, the President and the Prime Minister.
“When millions of peaple are below the poverty line and do not
even get two meals a day, how can one organise such an event?”
asked Sharma.

Point taken, but not everyone would lose sleep over moral
correctness. The press in New Delhi was concerned more about
the commuting hell in the making [rom this all-time first when a
cake stops traffic. The absurdity only multiplies: apparently
stunned by the sudden realisation that one of the key ingredi-
ents of the cake is the egg, animal rights activists R.P. Jain and
Laxmi Mody spoke up in defence of the thousands (presumably
unferilised) of eggs that would be destroyed to produce the cu-
linary megalomania.

This is what people do when the politics of a country goes
out of whack. They go cuckoo and start baking lengthy cakes.
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BRSO N

Governor
Prabhakaran

FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS [rom
an interview with Minister and leader
ol Ceylon Workers Congress, S
Thondaman, carried by the Sunday
Leader of Colombo on 22 March,
1998. Ceylon Workers Congress is a
party which represents “upcountry
Tamils™.

Q: You recently said that the rorth
and east must be given to the LITE for a
period of five years and Lrtr leader
Prahhakaran be made the governor
What is the basis of your thinking?

A: .. .Now there is a war between
the 1118 and the government. The
government cannot divide the coun-
iry and give halfl of it to the LTTL, s0
there must be some method to find
peace. When | did not have a vote,
former president J.R. Jayawardene
invited me into his cabinet. Now, does
this mean that the cabinet was given
te me? No. This is what is not under-
stood by our people. He invited me
with a good heart and T accepted it.
This gave me a sense of responsibil-
ity. Likewise, if the government can
make Prabhakaran the governor for
a specific period, then he would act
more responsibly. It should be de-
clared that Prabhakaran is the gover-
nor of the north-east province and
will wield all the powers of a presi-
dent of this country.

Q: In vour view, what should be the

next step after handing over the novth
and east to the LITE?
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A: What happened to Hong Kong
after the agreement between the UK
government and the Chinese govern-
ment ended? Did not they come to a
settlement? Was not Hong Kong
handed back to China? So let some-
thing of that sort also happen here.
Alter some time, let Prabhakaran as
agreed upon by an agreement, give
back the north and east to the gov-
ernment. There must be a
give-and-take policy in this regard.
Once Prabhakaran ends his period of
office, the north and east would au-
womatically come under the purview
of the government in power.

Q: President Chandrika Kumara-
tunga, too, in an interview with aﬁ)r-
eign magazine said she had considered
giving the north and east lo
Prabhakaran for Len years. But when
she came under criticism she said she
was only joking. Now, how serious are
you?

A:1am very serious about what 1
say. But with regard to the president
saying it was only a joke, 1 would say
this is why the minorities are suspi-
cious of any Sinhalese government.
But as far as [ am concerned, l am very
serious in saying this. Today not only
are the people of the north and east
suffering, but the entire country is
suffering.

Q: Is it fair to give the north and
gast to the 1TTE when they are not con-
sidered by all Tamil political parties as

19" SwHENs

the sole representative of Tamils?

A: Mayhe, maybe not. But today
the government is preparing to nego-
tiate because of them and not because
of other Tamil parties. Now my ques-
tien is what did the cther Tamil par-
ties do and what can they do! kEvena
democratic party like the TULF partici-
pated in the Vaddukodai resolution
and after that they toe kept away from
this problem. All Tamil parties have
done nothing to solve the problem.

Q: Do you mean to say that the LTTE
could do something better than other
parties?

A: They have already done much
more than other political parties.
Since the passing of the Vaddukodai
resolution, tell me which Tamil party
ook an effective step towards solv-
ing the problem as the 177¢ did? The
only party which has made the gov-
ernment negetiate on the Tamil issue
is the L1TE and not other parties. As
far as T am concerned it is not my job
to judge whether the LITF is the sole
representative of the Tamils or not. All
[ want is peacc.
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Revenge bombs, ure they the future of In-
dia? ask Javed Anand and Teesta Setalvad in the March
1988 issu¢ of Communalism Combat (Bombay), af-
ter the series of bomb blasts in Coimbatore.

..the ugly incidents in Coimbatore are an extremely
ominous sequel to what happened in Bombay less
than five years ago. In January 1993, Hindu mobs
whose minds were set on [ire by the Shiv Sena and
Sangh Parivar conducted a pre-meditated pogrom
against Muslims. This was only possible because
many policemen openly behaved ina partisan man-
ner and the “secular”™ Congress government in
Maharashtra stood as a mute spectator. Less than
two months later, a small group of Muslims deter-
mined to ‘avenge” the killings and even the score,
hlasted bombs that killed a large number ol inno-
cent civilians.

Thanks to an alert and impartial press at that
time, what happened in Bombay in 1993 is only
oo well known. Unfortunately, not many indians
are aware that in late November last year,
Coimbatore’s Muslims were subjected to a harrow-
ing experience and police bias similar to what their
co-religionists had undergone in faraway Bombay
not so long ago. The time gap that separated the
pogrom hy Hindutva mobs and the Muslim hombs
in Bombay was ahout 60 days. In the case of
Coimbatore, 75 days separate the riots which
started on November 30 and the bomb blasts on
February 14th. In both cases the state was ruled by
a party/parties ostensibly committed to a secular
polity; in both cases the police played a shockingly
partisan role. Is there a pattern here?

We reject the resort to violence as the solution
to any problem and we condemn the killing of in-
nocents, irrespective of who the murderers are and
the gravity of their grievances, real or imagined.
Preciscly [or that reason, perhaps, we can clearly
read the writing on the wall. We would like to he-
lieve that our [ear that India could be entering a
vicious cycle - state indulgence emboldens mob
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violence followed by a retaliatory bomb planned
by a few inflamed minds - is misplaced. But the
fact that highly experienced and widely respected
police oflicers share our apprehension, only com-
pounds our concern...

lttefaq Nama, : rccent column in The Fri-
day Times of Lahore written by '™NS', mos likely the
paper’s cditor Najam Sethi. (Lalas refer to people
across the border, “bum?™ is Pakistan’s bomb
programme, and Hira Mandi is Lahores red-Tight
district.)

God bless President Clint Fastwood and may God
lilt that owl's daughter wooman, Santa Monica. All
woomans ol bad chracter have got together and
dene President Clint Eastwood's mother-sister. Just
imagine! They are accusing him of doing badmashi
in Oral Office. Fateh Pakistan has sent latter Lo
President Clint:

“My dearest your majesty President of America.
People are saying bad things about you doing
had things in Oral Olfice. You arc father of mature
daughter. Keep doors of Oral Office open at ail
1imes. Talking persons face hlack. Bolnay valay
ka mooth kala. Begum Hillaria Sahiba is zenith
zeenat) of your House which is White. Even
il mens will be mens, they should not be so in
Oral Office.

“ am amazed at your ambassador. Hasn't he told
vou about tira Mandi in bloved Lhore? You should
come in Hira Mandi. Then all secrets will remain.
Begum Hillaria will also never know. Buoys will
he buoys.

“You want me te do hello-hi with Lalas who have
been enemas ol Pakistan since 1947, You want me
to do holiday of our Fauj and Faujis. You want me
to forget Kashmir. You want me to close our bum.
You want nie to trade with Lalas. [ am prepared 1o
do what you say to save my raj. I stay, your plan
stays. | go, your plan goes.
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“Can you not do what | want to save your presi-
dency? I['1 can do hello-hi with Lalas, you can do
hello-hi with Baby, Khushboo and Sharmeeli of Hira
Mandi. If t can do holiday ot our Fauj and Faujis,
you can do holiday ol army ol heautiful young in-
terns at White House. 11T can lorget Kashmir, you
can forget Oral Ofice. 11T can close our bum, you
can close yours. I T can trade with Lalas, you can
trade with Khushboo and Sharmecli (heh, heh,
heh). You should be prepared to do what | say Lo
save your presidency. You stay, | stay. You go, T go.
Huin ji?

“I 'am writing all this hecause 1 am your lover.”

Q goray-geray!

O baankay chhoray!

Kabhi meri galli aaya karo.

Indian English debate, as presenied
by Aparna and Vinay Dharwadker in
India at 50: Bliss of Hope & Burden of Reality
(Sterling, 1997).

Surveying Indian Writer of English Verse in 1933,
Latika Basu had conctuded that “As long as the ver-
naculars in India are ... alive it should be the aim of
Indians to develop them, for writing in a foreign
tongue can serve ne uselul purpose,” and that “En-
glish is not alive in India... That is why Anglo-In-
dian verse is ol such poor qualitv.” More than 25
vears later, the Indian English poet, P Lal, who cs-
tablished the Writers Workshop in Calcutta in
1958, attributed a very different cultural power to
English in India; “The real writer in English not
only thinks. but makes love in English. English is
at the tips of his senses. In fact, Lal went further to
suggest provocatively that “Only in English can the
real Tndian poetry be written; any other poetry is
likelv to Bengali-slanted or Gujarati-hiased, and so
on. Only Indian writings in English can hope
to attain the ‘Indian’ {lavour, which is a cosmopoli-
tan flavour.”
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A pea-sized universe. From an edito-
rial in The Hindu on Stephen Hawkings theory that
the universe began from nothing bigger than the size

of a pea.

There should be nothing surprising about Dr
Stephen Hawking’s present theory that the entire
universe was no bigger than a pea before the Big
Bang took it over 12 billion vears ago to push it
into an endless expansion. {Incidentally, his poach-
ing into the realm of currency and finance for pick-
ing up “open inflation” for so christening it could
suggest an unintended likeness between the mon-
etary bloating of economies and the spatial spread
of a still mysterious universe.) The question which
continues to baffle the dense among the humans -
and one could he sure that there are millions of
them - is, however, about nothing having existed
except the pea-sized universe before the Big Bang.
Even the nothing as it is popularly understood needs
space to exist. I, according to Dr Hawking and also
the other scientists who have more or less the same
perceptions, everything came out in the primor-
dial explosion in a succession of less than nano-
seconds after the Big Bang, imagination will have
to be stretched almost to its breaking point to know
what was happening to that pea-sized universe from
which not only Space but Time as well were born
with vast expanses still remaining filled with the
rich nothing to give the galaxies a huge living room.
Obviously the space housing all the galaxies had
packed itself into Hawking’s pea-sized universe
which was ready to burst with the Big Bang. But
how does all that answer the question what existed
- il ever it could have - before the tiniest universe
when there would have been no space even for
nothing? It should have been another kind of “noth-
ingness” which could do without Space and Time.
Tt has been left to those from the disciplines like
poetry, philosophy and religion to explore this
other state in ways ranging from the arcane
to the sublime.
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done in three phases and the Reserve

Bank of India is devolving many of

its powers,

Law and policy

Arun Singh a partner in the Londoen-
based Mason Solicitors, said that for-
cign investors would alse do well 1o
comprehend the changes that had
overtaken the legal system. For ex-
ample, he said, non-resident Indians
(NRIs) can now have 100 percent eqg-
ulty propricty.

said Singh, "Recent and future
changes in the legal system in India
are some of the most advanced in the
world. For example, dispute resolu-
tions and injunctions are more
prompt than before. Tt is the final trial
which takes a longer time in India.”

Singh also discussed the culture
of business: “India does not take any
foreign product with open arms. One
has to do proper market research. Any
transaction in foreign cxchange
should have approval. In fact, the siwu-
ation in India is similar 10 what cx-
isted in the mid-70s in Britain when
no British citizen was allowed 1o take
more than GBP 30 out of the
country.

“There is a different business en-
vironment which needs to be identi-
fied. Concepts about punctuality, hi-
erarchies have dilferent connotations
there. One cannot afford to be arro-
gant. One has to check every appli-
cation for misappropriation and it is
important to register a trade name.”

Back to Lord Clive
The seminar also heard John Bray,

Principal Rescarch Consuliant of

Control Risks Group, analysing the
Indian attitude towards Weslerners.
Bray believes that Indians have enor-
mous admiration for Westerners de-
spite the pereeption that some of them
are corrupt and untrustworthy, and
tend to hide the real agenda. ~India’
attitude towards the West 1s not al-
wavs balanced. There is an unde-
served suspicion which may be a
legacy from Lord Clives, The word
Joot” has come into the English vo-
cabulary thanks to the work dence by
Lord Clive.”

Brav also handed out seme nug-
gets on Hindi business-speak. “West-
erners need to learn some practical
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Hindi words too: sifarish means ‘rela-
tionship favours', hawala means "un-
efficial economy’. This financial sys-
tem works very fast and very effi-
ciently. Chaipani is ‘a small payment’,
which is given to hurcaucrats for ‘lu-
bricatien’. Rishwat encompasses ov-
ery social attitude towards corruption.
Many Indians still have a handoul
mentality and they are used to hav-
g subsidy.”

However, observed Bray, “in spite
of cynicism. things really work; they
have a legal system which works and
foreigners do win cases. Clections arc
held properly and one can expect
proper justice in the Indian system.

shifting focus to the w hole of the
region, Bray said: “India has not en-
joyed the best relations with its im-
mediate neighbours over the years,
yet now there is more focus on coop-
eration between neighbouring states,

as is illustrated by the purchase of

Bhutan’s hydro-¢lectric power by In-
dia. Similarly, the American company
Unocal is hatching ambitious plans to
build a transnationat natural pipeline
from Turkmenistan to Pakistan and
hopefully onto as far as Delhi, al-
though as long as there is still dissent
in Kashmir, this may prove to be im-
practicahle.”

All this apart, there’s a human side
10 investment and development, as
noted by Julian Parr, Regional Man-
ager of The Prince of Wales Business
Leaders Forum. Parr was concerned
ahout the ways in which multina-
tional companies are operating in de-
veloping countries. He feels that the
process of development not only re-
quires market-oriented policies. but
also greater cconoinic participation,
sacial cohesion, human development,
cnvironmental sustainahility and ac-
countability.

While all this may be true. one as-
pect of European exports was never
discussed at the seminar (and neither
has it heen in so many others) - the
export of arms to the Third World,
including South Asia. There was ab-
solute silence when the matier was
raised during the luncheon. At that
point, cvervone concentrated on
the food.

R. Mathur is ¢ freelance journalist and
docuntentary [ilmmaker in Londor.
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m hink about it don't even.
. There is no way you will
convince me to write a

L sequel to Billy Goat.

Instead, 1 turn this month to the
Intern Explorer and how the
Computer can be used to propel our
Subcontinent to {ull Continent-hood
by the year 2015. {Whyfor are we
getting called “subcontinent”, and
responsive was who for this nomen-
clature? Our big land suhcontinent
not good enough {or them, hah? We
are sub-human they think?}

Have you noticed how computer
names have started resembling car
names? In fact when the Aptiva first
came out, I thought it was a new
Honda hatchback. And when
Compaq unveiled its Presario line, 1
was sure it was a fourwheel drive to
rival the Mitsubishi Pajero. Finally,
when they named the latest note-
books Armada, 1 was convinced that
Compaq and General Motors share
the same Madison Avenue publicity
firm.

1f the names sound like cars, the
ads and commercials for cars and
computer accessories are also
becoming indistinguishable. They
both stress speed {"New Sportster
Flash, at 56 Kbps, It's Twice As Fast
As the Nearest Rival - Sorry Officer,
1 Didni't Realise My Notebook Was
Going This Fast), or horsepower
(Power your Millennium 11, with
16MB of Rugged wraM). Tt is
impossible to tell apart an ad for
Hyundai’s Kimchi sedan from the ad
for a Hyundai CRT. They both stress
roominess (Hyundai Del.uxe
Monitor, All the Extra Space You
Need), or speed (Go 12x Faster on
the Information Superhighway with
Net Accelerator).

Even the terminology comes
from the macho world of motoring.
You can get a “zip drive” as in “Let
me just zip down to the Watergate
Apartments and zip up.” To
spelicheck you just press “auto
correct”, if you want your computer
to go into top gear you press the
“turbo” button, web browsers have
search “engines”, and if you are not
careful about the speed limit your
computers can “crash”. And for
those who love public transport, the
Mitsubishi Apricot is sure to have a
“universal serial bus”.

And that’s the other thing: why
did computers start being named
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after various fruits? Whats wrong
with vegetables? Macintosh would
have made a lot of impact on child
nutrition werldwide if instead of
naming, their early models Apples
and Bananas, they had called them
Broceeli and Zucchini, If ever there
was a deshi design on a new range
of localised PCs, T'd naime mine a
Sarsaon ka Sedg (mustard spinach
for you South South Asians) and
this would be for the computer
what the Ambassador is for cars.
Ruggedly handsome.
matter-of-factly slow. and a com-
puter that can he maintained from
Kanyakumari te Kashmir,

The Sarsaon ka Saag would be a
politically correct PC. Tt would have
a motherboard that would
make your grandmother
proud. It would be
culturally sensitive and
would offer the Vernacular
Operating System (Vir]
and thoroughly localised
fonts.

For the vos, the place
to start would be 1o translaie
Westernised compuiter
terminology to languages indig-
enous to the Suhcontinent. And in
this age of religious revivalism, the
Sarsaon ka Saags marketing slogan
would stress the
planned abso-
lescence of
its internal -~
memory:
“Aya RAM,
Gaya RAM™.
(Random Access
Memory, you buddheo!} And the
mouse will regain its lost respect-
ability as the vehicle for Ganesh and
be referred to as the Chuha.

While Bill Gates ohviously loves
his joystick, there must be another
name we can give for the one that
Chandrababu Naidu wields - how
about "lathi"? And when Indias
most-wired Chief Minister asks for
the “Menu Bar™ the waiter is mosi
likely to bring him the bar menn
unless we translate these basic
commands. To prevent such
mishaps, the menu box on vOs
could he called a “thali”. And when
Mushahid Hussain, Pakistan’s inlo-
savvy information minister, wants
to rearrange his internal peripherals
he may need to press the “khatam”
comtnand.

Localisation of computer
technology must start with the
translation of emoticons like :-)
which have now become a vital icon
for intergalactic communication and
a universal symbol that means 71
just called your mother names, but
don’t worry [ have a nice smiling
emoticon here o prevent vou from
hitting me in my nose.”

Without emaoticons, Western
Civilisation as we know it would
grind to a halt because we would
not have access (o the innermost
emotions of the person we are
chatting with in the hightech and
impersonal world of compulters.
Western cmoticons have one major
drawback, as far as | am concerned:

why are the little men all iving

< down on their sides? =) Cut
out that dumb smile and
stand up! -{ No, no, don’t
worry, that asteroid is not
going 1o hit the Earth,
Here are some South
- Asian cmoticons Lhat
_EE;—-L—\ should immedi-
"&'ﬁ_—f-—-\ ately he incorpo-
== rated imo all
{ interoftice memos of
the SAARC Secretarial
45 a form of ¢mail
shorthand, and
propagated
/V elsewhere through
L the saare Chamber of

Commerce. Unfortunately.

hecause of the Eurccentric soltware

we all have, they have all had to lie
down.

+(:-} Hare Krisbna devotee

=D Arundhati Roy

(:8-) Mahatma Gandhi

(:-)= Dalai Lama

[:-] Nawaz Sharif

$:--% Benazir Bhutto

We:-]:0) Khushwant Singh on top
of an Ambassador

&@[:-0 Manmohan Singh
chewing paan

<=0 Sita Ram Kesri surprised
by Sonia while chewing
paan

&1@%$5:-( Railway coolie

W The Titanic

() XE-11 about
to hit the
Earth
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