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HOW COAL WAS FORMED

Many millions of years ago,
parts of the earth were
covered by large forests
growing in or near shallow
lakes. Thick masses of
fallen trees collected on
the floors of the lakes.

At intervals the lakes
deepened. The forests were
drowned and were covered
by sand and silt

deposited by rivers.

| Beneath these sediments,
- which eventually hardened

into sandstone and shale,

E Weight of silt
compresses the

new seams.

the vegetable matter
consolidated.

| The process was repeated
2! over millions of years: the
lakes became shallow again ;
new forests grew and were
in turn drowned and buried.

Thus one by one the coal
seams were formed, separated

by rocks of different kmds

and thicknesses.
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"1 The rivers continued to
deposit sediments until
S the coal seams were deeply
covered. The areas slowly
rose and became dry land.

Internal earth pressures
and stresses caused
folding of the layers

of rock.

- Erosion—the action of
Exposed Seams— frosts, wind and rain—
the *Qutcrops )
e wore down the higher
ground, sometimes leaving
the edges of seams
exposed as “outcrops”.

"\ The continuity of the

- seams was often broken
. by “faults” caused by
the earth movements.

r"‘“w T 7| Sometimes the seams were

covered again by later
e ' rocks, so that there is
= ' no evidence of coal at

?h\/—’ the surface.
N

RCSEC1949C02_006
© Royal Commonwealth Society



& g e ok wnag Aol eeld ey s
e, Reind” o whide de gaoo M Ak
oeddy sonde, and  an Kk canh M wad

= ﬂkw%mmtqmmw

e ey grdien o ek Ll b sk o

o LMMWCA&WWM

SE clﬂm it albaks  Bienms dosdos ol o )

ﬂ_______wmmgmm&%%w

= Aardicne Mok o X ook rrogle
s M‘**M”‘Wﬂ“zxw

RCSEC1949C02_007
© Royal Commonwealth Society



THE mmin ehteniat 1o Twe  LAve Vareey

RCSEC1949C02_008
© Royal Commonwealth Society



o puadhed.  wpurada omd MW,L-O i

M a!);.qmﬂv ,&Lé/wb;

M%«* MLJMMMG-ALLF
W%MW%M

o Mgt Ll ety e ol Do

&memw
M@M%mmm
/ﬁm,é/ obodite o e Woinino >enciiliad
gmxm@m%é@a
leareny  posll o/ (/mmm

comliassva - Aals oo o libgit e
c;»fff. «u:;tﬁg ./tdaxk- -7@;c1Lq anol AM‘Q*U}%
.

RCSEC1949C02_009
© Royal Commonwealth Society



WORKING IN MINES IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

MINERS AND COAL LEAVING DRIFT AT THE END
OF THE SHIFT
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THE HEAD OF THE RHONDDA FACH

This area is rich in coal and is going to be developed on a large scale by
the National Coal Board.
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Aerial View of Bute Docks, Cardiff

The steamer inside is discharging from two holds into stock. The outer vessel is
bunkering at the same time.
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