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Online Resource 2: Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria 

Category Inclusion Criteria Exclusion Criteria 

Types of 
research 

- Primary studies, including case 
reports, case series, retrospective 
observational studies. 

- Studies based on secondary data 
obtained from primary studies or case 
reports. 
- Review articles. 

Types of 
publication 

- Peer-reviewed research papers 
formally published in journals. 
- Full conference abstracts published in 
journals. 

- Letters to the editor 
- Marketing material 
- Dissertations/thesis. 

Language - English - Non-English literature  
Population - Patients admitted to hospital for CK 

management. 
- Animal studies 
- Cadaveric studies 

Dates - All dates from the start of Medline, 
Embase, Web of Science 

None 

Outcome - Any outcome measure pertinent to CK - Studies that only mention CK as a 
passing statement, with no further 
elaboration on specific outcomes of 
those patients. 

Others  - Studies whose full-text can’t be 
found after extensive searches.  
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