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A Tretys of Oure Ladye Howe Sche Was Wedded
This dissertation presents an edition of the fifteenth century A Tretys of

Qure Ladye Howe Sche Was Wedded, which is representative of the type of popular

devotional writing current during the Middle English periode In eight hundred and
tHrty-nine rhymed couplets, in more or less regular iambic tetramoter lines, is
told the story of the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It does not claim to be

a complete narration of Mary's life from birth to dormition. The author's patent
purpose is to make a selection of cortain vortions of her life, either on the basis
of those which appealed to him, or those which were contained in the works which he
consulted and followede Thus we find the story of Joahim and Anne, the paronts

of Mary, who had been childless for twenty years. The circumstances imnediately
preceding her birth aroe told as are the details of her birth and early traininge
Following these come the espousal to Joseph, the Annunciation, and the Nativity

of Jesus Christs The story concludes with the visit and adoration of the Magie

The events of this narrative are based on the Apocryphal gospels as their

remote source, with portiona of the Legenda Aurea such as the Nativity of Mary,
A}

the Nativity of Our Lord, snd the Circumcision of Our Lord being the immddiate
modelss The author AOes interpolate on several occasions exegotical material

and literary digressions which are apparently his own composition and invontione
In the main, however, he contents himself with rendering a chronological narration
of Mary's lifes The work possesses intrinsic literary values which justify its
being brought to the attention of modern eyes. The simple charﬁ of expressicn
renders it most agreeable to the reader, while the contents are absorbing in
their revelation of the interests of the ages The poem also assumes additional
value in that it gives a clue to the background and mind of the cultivated man,
religious or lgy, during the mediaeval periode A final merit of thepoewm lies in

the presentation of the story of the nativity of Mary and subsequent events in her

R

* i
b BT -
"-s!gs,m’\-"ﬁw-a‘ﬁf;
B

Y. e e wewg




e A S

b;i life with such simplicity and sincerity that a feeling of great devotion and f b:i;f
iﬁf spiritual uplift is onldndled. ) L
.&; To our present lmowledge, the poem exists in a single manuscript, Add. 4122,

‘ig in a voluwe ontitled Lives of Snints, in the University Library, Cambridge, England.

gg Inasmuch as this is, nccording to our information and belief, the first transeriuvtion

L

gﬁ of A Trotys of Oure Lndye Howe Sche Was Wodded,y it was the aim of the author of

the present edition to reproduce the text in a mamner approximating as closely as 1

possible the form of the original manuscript, although the grouping of the versce

in thoir form und the numbering of the lines are the additions of the editors

The manuscript is listed in thc Index of Middle English Verse by Cargeton Brown

and Rosaell Hope Robbins ( New Yprk:Columbia University Pross, 1945) as item

#1835. It is described in a catalogue of the auction sale of Richard Heber's

library in February, 1836 (Bibliotheca Heberiana = Catalopue of thoe Library
i

'E of the lato Richard Hober, Esq., Part II, 1V, 89). It later appeared in the

John Fuller Russell sale at Sotheby's in June, 1885, and in Quaritch's Cetaloque

of September, 1885. The manuscript was purchased by Samuel Sanda¥s in November 11,
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1885, who bequoathed 1t to the Library in 1894.
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Besides an edition of the work, it was deemod profitable to make a study of

its provenance, its place in the devotional literary tradition, andits own worth,
and to supply the nocessary background material which would render it more moaning=—

ful to the reader and would enable him ‘o regard it in ite proper perspective

? with rol&tion to other works of the genree Introductory material in the form

of chapters on tho contents of the manuscript, Mariology, the tradition of popular

dovotionalwriting, the style and language was added as were notes to explain

allusions in the toxt and a bibliography to provide for further readingse
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It was felt that it would be profitable to attempt to ascertain the possible

sources of the author's material. This would point up certain facts about the y 3 : ‘},fﬁ
it writer = nls background of education, his interests, his skill and artistry, and

o his method of handling his materials. One source was immediately anvparent -




the Books of the Bible itself. Other sources had to be uncovered througn delving
into books which woro contemperary with the Tretys or books which were the usual
matorial upon whien writers of the period vere accustomed to drawe. Upon compars=

isons with many works, the oditor came to the conclusion that A Tretys of Oure Ladye

Howe Sche Wns Wedded drew heavily upon the Lerenda Aurea of Jacopo da Varagine,

Archbishop of Genoa, writton about the year 1260. To substantiate this conclusion,

T

the editor paralleled lrge portions of the Tretys with the Lesenda Aurca and these

were found to be almost an exact versification in English of the Latin prose toxt e ¢

Comparisons with other mediaeval writinge such as the Cursor Mundi, stanzuié

versions of thoe Life of St. Anne, the Speculum Sacerdotale, & Stenzaic Lifo of

of Christ, Mirk's Festial, andmany others revealed that, although stories of
Mary and the Birth of Christ were prosent in these works, there were substantial

differences in the relation of events, while the Legenda Auros was practically

identical in content with the Tretys in the portions which were utilized. That
similarities with the Tretys in content should be found in other contemporary
works is to be expectéd inasmuch as books at the disposal of mediameval writers
were rather limited and constanty Since one very fruitful source was the apocryphl

gospels such as the Protevangelium or Book of James, the go-called Gospsl of Thomos,

the Pseudo-Matthow, and the De Nativitate Mariae, it would be a natural corodlary

that stbries contained in these should reappear in the writingsof the men of the
era. This accounts for the fact that many medimeval writings contain similar

stories of the life of Mary and the Nativity of Christ.

The editor also thought it of value to include & chapter on Maridology end
the tradition of popular devotional writing in order to illustrate the fact that

the Tretys was only one of many literary works in this genréee The first reason

pscribed for Mary's popularity was that her role as .a mediatrix appealed to the

| imagination of those existing under the rigors of foudal society. Then, too,

the extreme interest in apocryphal writings, brought back from the Orient Dby
pilgrims and missbonaries, stimulated writers to oxpatiate on this theme. The

ontire courtly love tradition, carriedover from the sdculs into the religious
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writings, also effocted an output of literature about Mary as did the controversy
concerning the introduction in 1140 of the feast of the Immaculate Conception 75?
into the choir by the canons of Lyons Cathedral, in support of which causo mﬁny
sturies on the subject of Mary were adduced. The emergence and the evolution

of popular devotional writing is traced frow ite secular origins in the folk song
through its transitional period derived from the ecclesiamstical liturgy. The

added impotus of tne exempla of the recligious preaching orders and of the influence
of apocryphal writings is also mentioned in addition to some stress being 1dd

upon the work of the Fifteenth Century, the particular period of the Tretys of

0,,re Ladye Howe Sche Was Wedded.

As further introductory material, some treatment is included on the style
and lnnguage of the poem. The cnscious techniques employed by the futhor of the
Tretys to endow the story with literary characteristics are discussed, and the
devices used to present the narration vividly and dram@itically are presented in
some detaile In addition to the purely technical aspects of versification,
the attempts of the author to produce a lifely narrative are citede A portion
of this chapter is also devoted to an abalysie of the structure and form of thw
language in which the Tretys is writton. The dialect of thé poem is East Midland,
in particular that of the standard London English of the end of the Fourteenth
Centurye In support of this contention, there is a discussion of the vooabulary

and the worphology of the Tretys of Oure Ladye.

Inasmuch as the actual reading of the text presents few problems of
intelligibility to the modern reader, it was the feeling of the editor that the
main function of the accompanying nores should be that of enrichment. Accordingly,
notes were included to point up similarities or differences between the story as

told in the Tretys and the story as contained in other works on the same topice

Ttems in the text which would be further clarified by explanatory material were

likewise treated, OCertain of the notes were designed to explain background or to
focus attcrtion on ideas current in the literature of the period. Finelly, refer-

obces to other authors and to material mentioned in other works were amnotateds The
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irciusion of this section of the edition of the Tretys gf_Oure'Ladye Howe Sche

Jas Yodded was designed to make the roading a more meaningful experiences Lastly,
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Whe bidilographical portion indudes the listing of works which were consulied by
wiie oditor or which wore deemed valuable to the reader should he wish to raaa

Jurther in the periods

Tho sincere thanks of the editor are given to the librarians of the Unive
oreity Library, Cembridge, Englande They were most cooperative in furnishing
tho editor with a complote description of thz physical appearance and e summnary

of the content of the Trotys of Oure Ladye Howe Sche Vas Wedded, facts which

wero subsequently corroborated by personal observatione
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