AN ACCOUNT OF NEPAL FROM THE VIR VINOD OF
SHYAMALDAS

Theodore Riccardi, Jr.

INTRODUCTION

1. THE VIR VINOD 1

The Vir Vinod was written toward the end of the last century by Kaviraj
Shyamaldas, court poet of Maharana Sajjan Singh of Mewar. It is one of the great
works of Hindi historiography and is of major importance for the history of Rajasthan.
The work was printec in folio size in a limited edition in Udaipur around 1890 but
appears never to have been published officially. Hence it has remained almost entirely
unknown to scholarship both in Asia and the West. Published notices of it have been
very few, but one Indian historian has written:

After Tod, the pioneer work in this field was done by Kaviraj Shyamal-
das, court poet of Maharana Sajjan Singh (1874-1884) of Mewar.
Kaviraj Shyamaldas in his monumsntal history entitled Vir Vinod
which runs to nearly 2800 pages, has covered a very wide fizld of
the history and geography of the whole of Rajasthan. The author
has also brought together a large amount of statistical material on
the political, economic, and administrative aspscts of Rajasthan.
He has also given copies of many inscriptions as wellas farmans etc.
of the Mughal kings. Thus this great work will ever remain a
standard work of reference on the political history of Rajasthan.2

It is somewhat misleading to portray the work as merely a political history of
Rajasthan however, for while Rajasthan was Shyamaldas’ central concern, he included

1 I wish to thank Piofessor S. Rudolph, University of Chicago, for first biinging
this work to my attention, and Professor Ainslie Embree, Columbia University,
for piofitable discussions concerning Kaviraj Shyamaldas and for making his
copy of the Vir Vinod available to me.

2 P. Saran, “A Survey and General Estimation of the Importance of Historical ,
Sources in Regional Languages, with reference to Rajasthan and Gujarat,” in
Mohibbul Hassan, Historians of Medieval India (Meerut : Meenakshi Prakashan,
1968), p. 200
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British, Europzan, and Asian history as they 1elated to that of Rajasthan. Considering
the importance given to relations between Nepal and Rajasthan by Rajput tradition,
it is not surprising that he also included an account of Nepal.3 At the beginning of this
part of his work, he makes the following statement:

During the time of Maharana Jawan Singh, some men and women came
to Udaipur on behalf of the king of Nepal to inquire into the customs
- and manners of the ladies and gentlemen of the palace of Mewar, and
from this time began the visits to Mewar of those people. For this

reason, being aware of this relation, a short history of that state has
been set down here.4

The sources of the account are not all known. It has not yet been determined
whether or not documents relating to Nepal were available to Shyamaldas in the libra-
ries of Mewar nor is it known to what extent he may have relied on the spoken word
of the above mentioned visitors.S We do know that he was well aware of English works
on Nepal and relied on them in composing his own account. He-refers several times
to the writings of Kirkpatrick and Oldfield® and to articles in the Indian Antiquary.
While he does not mention Hodgson by name, it is probable that he was also .
aware of h1s wor ks, especially lhose dealing with Nepalese law.

The work is composed in clear and elegant Hmdl.;It is entitled “Nayapal ka
Ttihas” or “History of Nepal”, and is divided into several sections:

1. Nayapa‘il ka jugraphiyah (Geography of Nepal): This begins with the physical
geography and ethnography of Nepal. The longest passage pertains to caste, and becau- .
se of its'interest I have included an English translation below in part two of this
introduction. This is followed by dlscuss1ons of governmental structure, courts, civil
and ciiminal law. Under the headmg masur makamat the author mentions the major
temples of Kathmandu, Bhatgaon, Kirtipur, Thimi, and Deopatan, and gives special -
‘ptominénce to the shrines of Guhyesvari, BaJrajogml, Changu Narayan,-Balaju, and

... 3 For some recent remarks on the subject of the Rajput origin of the Nepalese
~ : Thakuris, see Prayag Raj Sharma, Preliminary study of the Art and Architecture:
.- . of the Karnali Basin, West Nepal (Paris : Centre National de la Recherche Scwntl-
... fique, 1972), p. 16. :

4 Vir Vinod, p. 1809. : : -
R ~These visits would have begun shortly after the death of Jang Bahadur Rana.’
“./The identity of these people is not known to me nor are they mentloned inany
. bhshed work.

~author con51stently refers to Oldﬁeld as Henly Ambrose. .
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Macchendranath. Of places outside the Kathmandu Valiéy, he discusses Nuwarkot,
Gorkha, Gusaithan, Muktinath, Palpa, Pyuthan, Sallyan, Silgarhi, Deoghat, Dhankuta,

Hlam, Udaipurgarhi, Sindhuligarhi, C_isapani, Sambhu, and Pokhara. . The section
ends with a discussion of trade and roads. - .

2. The second section is the history proper and it is divided into several
subsections: ’

() Ancient History: This is essentially a summary of ths wor
Bhagvanlal Indraji;

(b) History of the Present Dynasty: While similar to the des

Wright, there are important differences, and I have inc

of it below in part three of t ='s introduction; .

() History of Modern Nepal: This begins with Prthvi Narayan Shah and his

o successors, and follows the Rana regime thr ough the carcer of Bir Shamsher.’

k of Biihler and

cription given by
luded a translati_b'n

An appendix follows which contains the famous Sanskrit ins

itemple. At thz very end are some verses in which Shyamaldas m
‘his work.

cription of Pasupati
entions himself and

II. THE CASTES OF NEPAL ACCORDING TO THE V(R VINOD

The description of caste runs from pages 1817 to 1823 of the orginal text, It is

derived to a large extent from English sources, but with important differe

ncss and
some interesting observations:

“In this country live men of the following castes: Brahmans: Besides the eastern
and Kurmacali Brahmans, who are really Kanyakubja Brahmans, Cand Maharastra
and Maithili Brahmans live in Nepal. A Brahman of the Jaisi (golak) caste, which is
“peculiar to this country, is in 1eality not a Brahman, but a person of mixed lineége,
that is, the offspring which issues from a Brahman woman who has intercourse with
anothier Brahman after the death of her first husband is call>d Jaisi (golak). '

Among the Ksatriyas, whom they call Thakuri in Nepal, the people of the
Singh, Sahi, Malla, Sen, and Can etc. castes, are considered to be mo

ancient inhabitants of the country, and the highest Rajputs. Besi
another caste by the name of Hamal, whose orgin is said to be from
caste and a Ksatri girl. Theie are 1elations between all of these.

untain people,
des these, there is
a man of Brahman

The Khas are also a kind of Ksatri: These peopls are called Pande, Thapa,
Bohara, Panth, Basnyat, Karki, Bista, Adhikari, Baniya, Gharti, Kanvar, Bhandari,
:Méjh'i, and other names. All of these intermarry. The offspring of a Brahman and a
member of any other group of the second caste, is known herc as the Khatii caste,
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For three generations, martiage relations are restricted to the Khatris only, and after
that they become the same as the Khas.

The military profession in the kingdom is performed by the seven chief castes,
that is, the Thakuris, Khas, Magar, Agari, Gurung, Limbi, and Kiranti., Even Brah-
mans will take water from the hands of the Bhat, Sanyasi, Jogi Kanbar, Khavas,
Cepang, and Lama castes. Ths Sirki, Kami, Damai, and Giine, are considered people
of low caste; people of high caste do not drink water from their hands. The above
castes are called parbate.

Newars: There are two sects among the Newars: 1. Sivamargi and 2. Bauddha-
margi, They do not intermarry and Brahmans take water from those who are called
Srestha. Among the Saivites, there are theree castes: Srestha, Josi, and Acarya.
These people are priests, traders, scribes, and doctors. Among the Buddhists, theie
are the Bamda and Udas. Their profession is money lending, handicrafts, and accounts.
Among these people, a short time berfore the death of a man or a women, the person
is taken to the highest part of the house, and at the moment of death, his family and
relations gather there aad play music for two or thiee days in front of the corpse,
worship, and eat. After three days, the body. is dressed and placed on a conveyance,
and performing rituals, they play instruments, burn incense, and reciting (texts) they
take the body to the burning ground and cremate it. On the seventh day, they give
rice according to the above mentioned ritcs, and they give a feast for their caste
members; on this day their home is considered to be free from pollution.

Lower caste Newars arc the Putuwar, Jyapi, Salmi, and the Naa (Nai) from
whose hands all drink water. The Kasai, Kusalye, and the Kaliis are the lowest Newar
castes, of whom the Kasai’s work is selling meat, the Kuéalyc s playing of temple
instruments and tallormg, and the Kiili’s occupation is to cover drums, tambourines,
and other instruments with hides. The lowest Newar castes, who are untouchable,
are the Podhe and Cyamakhala. The fi1st are executioners and to the work of Candalas
in the burning ground, and the occupation of the second caste 1s that of sweeper.

In addition to the above mentioned groups, the Pahiadi, Kumhale (Kumbhadr),
Danuwar, Mamjhi, Brahmi, Darri, Murmi, the Kusunda (Bhilla), Musalman, Dhobi,
and several occupational groups are present. g

With regard to the Bhillas, it is a said that these people always live in the jungle
and they subsist on wild animals and kandmil; they rarely come to the v1llage and

never stay more than seven days in one place.

Henry Ambrose writes in his book that one third of the Newars worship Siva,
and the remainder or two thirds are followers of the Buddhist religion, that is fo say,
in this country the majority are Buddhists. Among the $aivite Newars there are the
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following fourteen groups according to the above mentioned writer: 1. Upadhyaya
priests, that is the highest caste Brahmans who have the authority to enter the Taleju
temple: 2) Lavarjii: these are also Brahmans and priests, but are considered inferior
to the Upﬁdhyaya 3) Devabhaja Brahmans, who teach people about the soul during
illness, but do not perform the work of the Vaidya, that is to say they do not administer
‘medicine; 4) Thakuju or Malla Ksatris, who are of the true royal caste of Nepal; origi-
nally they were soidiers; but they never engage in busiress or act as servants to any-
one; 5. Nikkhd Ksatri, who do the painting for various festivals and who paint the
images of the gods, but they are not common painters; 6. Sivast Ksatri, and 7. Sarista
who perform military service. Among all of these there is commensality and interma-
rriage; 8. Jofi VaiSya, who, though neither Brahmans nor priests, explain the §astras;
9. Acarya Vai§ya, whose duty is to perform rituals at the Taleju temples in Kathmandu
and Bhatgaon, but they ate not Brahmans; 10. Bhanni Vai§ya, who prepare the offe-
rings for the gods in the Taleju temples; 11. Gavak Acdrya Vaisya, who are priests
in minor temples where they perform funeral and other rites, but in reality they
have no connection with the chief sraddha rites; 12. Mamkhi Sidra, who are common
class cooks, that is they cook food and feed people; 13. Lakhipar Sodra, who are the
same as the above, but somewhat inferior to them. They perform domestic service.
Highest caste Hindus take food touched by their hands; and 14. Baghosa Sadra, who
are common servants except that they do not cook. :

The above mentioned fourteen Hindu castes do not eat together, nor do they
_ intermarry. Among them, the first three are considered Brahmans, thenext four Ksa-
triya, the next four Vaisyas, and the last three Stdras.

Among the Buddhist Newars, there are three major classes, that is 1. Orthodox
Bamdhya or Bamghada; 9. Orthodox Bauddha who are also called Udas; and 3. those
people who worship both Siva and the Buddha. Among these thiee castes, each one
has several subcastes or groups and each has its special occupation.

There are nine subcastes of orthodox Bamdhya or Bamghada: 1. Ghiigarjg, the
highest group of whom are priests, that is Vajiacarya (the priests of Buddhist temples)
but they are not limited to religious work. Among them those who are less educated
also do agriculture, service and handicrafts, 2. Barhrju; 3. Bikkhu; 4. Bhiksu (their
major traditional occupation is gold and silver work, but they are also priests for
lower caste groups), and 3. Nebhar. The last four castes are goldsmiths; 6. Nibhar
Bharhri whose occupation is to make brass and iron pots, and metal images of the
gods and to tin plate vessels; 7. Takarmi that is those who make guns and cannon of
iron, brass, o1 other metals; 8. Gamgasa Bharahi, and 9. Civar Bhararhi. The people
of both these castes do carpentry and whitewashing, that is, they put lime and decora-

tions on houses etc.
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. The above mentioned nine Bamghada castes intermarry and are commensal. -

r There are seven groups among the orthodox Bauddha: 1. Udas, that is, business
men and foieign traders, who trade especially in Tibet and Bhutan; 2. Kasare or That-
here; 3. Lohar Karmi, that is stonecutters, who construct stone images, temples, and
bulldlngs 4. Sikarmi or carpenters; 5.Thambat, makers of brass, copper, and pewter
pots 6. Awal that is, tile makers 7. Madyakaml bakers.

These seven castes are.commensal and intermarry. They all accept food from the
Bamghada, but the Bamghada must abstain from food prepared by them and they
-have no relations with them

) Among the Iower class Buddhlsts who generally WOI‘Shlp both Siva and the
Buddha there are thlrty eight castes: 1. M, i. e. a kind of gardener (Mili); 2. Dumgal,
that is land measurers (surveyors) 3. Jyapn (peasants), 4. Kumhir; 5. Karbujha
(mus1c1ans for funeral rites) and 6. Bom thatis, tillers of fields, The above mentiored
six castes all do some agriculture, 1ntermarry, and are commensal 7. Citrakar; 8.
Bhatia, that is, dyers of woolen cloth; 9. Chlpa 10. Kabba or Nakalml that is,
makers of swords, knives, and other metal weapons; 11. Nai; 12. Salmi (oil pressers);

13. T1pya that is, planters of vegetables; 14. Pulpul, those who light lamps during
funeral ceremonics; 15. Kausi, those who put on the tika of Sitala, that is, inocula-
tors for small-pox); 16. Konir, those who spe01ahze in the making of threadiiig
machines (carkha); 17. Gadhtho (mali); 18. Kathar, wound dressers; 19. Tati, workers
in cotton cloth used for the dead; 20. Balaheji, and 21, Yiugvar both of which are
carpenters; 22. Balla; 23. Lami, palanquin bearers; 24; Dalli, a class of soldier; 25.

Pihi Tokari, basket weavers; 26. Gauva; 27. Nandagauva; these last two are cowherds
and they 1ntermalry and are commensal 28 Ballaham1 woodcutters 29. Gavkab and
30 Nalli.” = =~ . B Ve

The eight klnds of Newar castes hsted below are con51dered to be the lowest
castes, and ro Hindu will drink from their bands; 31. Kasai, whom the people there
call Nayya; 32. Jogi, and 33, Dhunt Nevar (Festival mus1c1ans) Dha1v1 that is, wood
cutters and charcoal makers; 35. Kild (leatherworkers) 36. Pu11ya ﬁshetmen and
executloners 37. Cyamakhalak (sweepers) and 38 Samghar ( DhObl)

- Among the above castes, except for the Maharastra. Brahmans who are, not
true inhabitants but rather recent arrlvals in- Nepal, all- membets eat meat, but
among Brahmans and Ksatris and other’ -high caste groups, there is.absohitely no
drinking of alcohol, but the- Newars - both eat meat and drink alcohol; they alsa eat
the meat of the water buﬂ"alo In the- klngdom of Nepal, -except for.the:Sanyasi,
Kusalye, and Jogi Kanbar castes whose déad-are ‘buried, - the. remammg Salwtes and
Buddhists burn their dead.” SLiTL L

BN R SR
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Ill. THE GENEALOGY OF THE SHAH DYNASTY

Wright has given in his History of Nepal a geneology tracing the ancestry of
the Shah dynasty to the Rajputs of Rajasthan.? It is not known which document was
used as a basis for this by the composers of Wright’s vamsavali, but in all probability
it was the Rajakalpadruma of Rajendra Bikram Shah, king of Nepal from 1816 to
1847 A.D. or an ¢arlie1 similar work.8 Shyamaldas, however, takes the geneology not
from Nepalese sources but from the Prthirajarahasya. He states the following:

“The present kings of the countiy of Nepal aie considered to be Stiryavams§i
Sisodiya Rajputs, that is members of the dynasty of the Maharana of Mewar,
but their history before Prthvi Nardyan has not been found. However, it
is learned from the work called the Prthvirajarahasya, tbat the kings of the
family are included in the descendants of Kumbhakaran, the youngest son of
“Raval Samarsingh, who went to Uttar Khand by way of Ujjain and other places.
Their names, as we have found them, are given here : Raval Samarsingh’s
youngest son was 1. Kumbhakaran, in whose line 2. Ayut, 3. Vardavarma,
4. Kavivarma, 5. Yaavarma, 6. Udambararaya, 7. Bhattaraya, 8. Jillaraya,
9. Ajalardya, 10.. Atalardya, 11. Tutthiraja 12. Bhimasiraya, 13. Harirdya,
14. Brahmanikaraya, 15. Manmatharaya, 16. Bhiipalakhan, who had two sons
named Khaca and Mica, from among whom Khaca attacked the Magars and
conquered the places of Dhor, Garahum, Satahum, and Bhirkot, and 17. Mi-
cakhan, who made Navakot his capital, whose son 18. Jayantakhan, 19. Siir-
yakhan, 20. Miyamkhan, 21. Vicitrakhan. 22. Jagadevakhan, 32. Kulmandan-
Saha, who received the kingdom of Kaski and the title of Saha from the empe-
ror of Delhi. The oldest among the sons of Kulmandansaha was made king
of Kaski after his father. The people of Lamjung requested from Kulman-
danéaha that from among his youngey children Kalasaha be made their governor
and they biought him there, but after acknowledging him as their leader for
a few days, they took him up a high mountain on the pretext of hunting and
killed him, and returning to Kulmandan§aha they begged his forgiveness and
under their urging another son 24. Asovanasdha was made king of Lamjung.
Of the two sons of Asovana$dha, the first Narahari$aha remained king of
Lamjung, and the second 25. Drabya$aha advanced toward Gorkha, defeated

Daniel Wright, History of Nepal (Cambridge : 1877) pp. 273—=84.

8 On the Rijakalpadruma, see Hara Prasad Sastri, A Catalogue Of Palm Leaf
MSS. in the Darbar Library, Nepal, Part I (Calcutta : 1904) pp. Ixx-Ixxii, and
the introduction to the same work by Cecil Bendall entitled 4 sttory of Nepal
and Surrounding Kingdoms, p. 17. :
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the king of th: Khas who ruled there at the time, and took over the rule thers.
From that time onwards the name of the dynasty became famous as the Gor-

khali dynasty. 9~

Shyamaldas then traces the dynasty in the usual fashior to Prthvi Narayan.

Kathmandu (April 14, 1975)
Ghorejatra, B. S. 2032

9  Vir Vinod, p. 1848,
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