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A research unit within the UL since 1974...
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Making best use of legacy data
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100 years of published scholarship
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Text Mining the Cairo Genizah (Manuscript Cultures 7)
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The Mellon project: mining 100 years of publications

Genizah Fragment (Add.2586)

Information about this document

Physical Location: Cambridge University Library
Classmark: Add.2586

Subject(s): Cairo Genizah

Date of Creation: 6th-19th century

Author(s) of the Record: CUL
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The Mellon project: mining 100 years of publications
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Rated tags

{-,f-rw«ﬂ-‘-‘\w.vﬁ-\ﬁM‘MM.« A -;

=85 |INIVERSITY OF

o

CAMBRIDGE

4

president

ships

&Haﬂ liakkohen

cellectors sgr!] relatEU
cunural fmﬂlw nﬂlv IIISB nll

greek egvn

opporty lll‘l_.'[‘I‘BS

P T

SUIety ™ =

inheritance

aunana

20



Maturing tag cloud

Keywords from text mining and user annotations
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Similar tags suggest related manuscripts
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Searching different qualities of data

Search the collection

Thanks to generous funding from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, over 6000 documentary Genizah
manuscripts (e.g. letters and legal documents) have been associated with key terms - such as ‘cheese’,
‘pirates’, or ' gambling’ - as well as names, dates and places drawn from over 100 years of published
scholarship on the Collection. These associated terms provide an entry point into the Collection for those
unsure of how to find documents of interest to their field of study.
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We have 310,000 images, but there is no catalogue of the Cairo
Genizah Collection in Cambridge

There is a large amount of legacy data of varying quality

The size dictates that this will be a long-running project, and therefore
we need a pragmatic approach to creating and sustaining the resource

The aim is to put the best possible image in front of the person most
qualified to assess it: we should be helping people find things, not
reading them for them

http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/departments/taylor-schechter-
genizah-research-unit/projects/discovering-history
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