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Michal Huss, ‘Walking in Landscapes of Displacement’, Abstract:

Though forced displacement is prominent within public, political, and media debates, and
within academic research, too often the public image of forcibly displaced persons is that of
voiceless victims — or, worse, a threat to national sovereignty. The geo-temporal scale of
forced displacement research also tends to focus on instances of border-penetration and
emergency accommodation - stressing the boundaries of nation states and a perception of an
unprecedented crisis. This study contributes a new perspective to research on forced
displacement that goes beyond this ‘moment’ to include both the urban every-day and its
cross-generational causes and impacts in a post/colonial context. Crucially, it reframes the
debate from the perspective of displaced persons as subjects contextualized within history
and the city rather than as outsiders. Using city walking tours led by displaced persons as a
multiple case study, it examines how they affect the politics and public memory of the cities
they inhabit or pass through.

The study focuses on walking tours in two sites of analysis - Berlin and the officially
named Jaffa-Tel Aviv municipality - which encompass multiple histories of migration,
colonialism, and division. By studying these cities together, the thesis highlights the complex
and multi-layered entanglement between cities across the global “north” and “south” divide.
In both environments, the research adopts a street-level perspective to study the relationship
between national and municipal governance, global politics, spatial imagination, architectural
intervention, and the agency of displaced persons to navigate these elements. To study this
angle, it utilizes a participatory method of ‘walk-along’ ethnography conducted between
2018-2020, which entailed joining dozens of tours and interviewing tour-guides and
participants. The thesis makes a methodological contribution by demonstrating the
importance of applying participatory and creative approaches to study the politics of
prolonged conflicts and forced displacement. Additionally, it expands the possibilities of
walk-along ethnography to include spatial artistic mediums such as photography, montage,
and drawing. Utilizing this framework, the study maps the political potential of walking as a
collaborative pedagogy and performative representational practice to extend the
understandings of agency, belonging, and political participation in the city. My PhD research
centres on making visible the perspectives of people who are typically marginalized in
official planning, public discourse, policy, and in mainstream media.

The most significant findings of this study are that histories of wars, divisions, and
colonialism continue to shape the ways cities currently deal with forced displacement. Within

this context, it provides new empirical understandings of how displaced persons utilize the



genre of the city walking tour to auto-narrate their stories and politics. The focus is on how
these tours, as situated within deeply divided and politicised urban contexts, re-narrate the
meanings and representations of those cities as they are acted out through tourism and
heritage industries. The study therefore advances debates about the politics of urban space
and heritage sites by illustrating how tours led by forcibly displaced persons offer a
significant de-colonial and cosmopolitan understanding of the places, space-times, and
geopolitics of the city. Drawing upon Jacques Ranciere’s discussion of the political, the
research extends architectural analyses of the built environment by incorporating the walking
body in urban space. It argues that architectural theory and memory studies research should
include not only the material environment (e.g., buildings, memorials, ruins, infrastructure),
but also how marginalised groups can animate those material landscapes, through their

bodies, movements, memories, and stories.
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Glossary of Terms

Initialisms in English:

ADRID - Association for the Defence of the Rights of the Internally Displaced

BADIL - The Bethlehem-based Resource Centre for Palestinian Residency and Refugee
Rights

DDR - Deutsche Demokratische Republik

IDPs - Internally Displaced Palestinians

IDF - Israeli Defense Force

PCDLH - Popular Committee for the Defense of Land and Housing Rights

UNHCR - United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

German Words and Phrases:

Altneuland - old-new land and the name of a book

Berliner Spurensuche - Berlin’s search for traces and the name of a social walking tour
company

Deutscher Dom - German Cathedral
Franzosischer Dom - French Cathedral
Gastarbeiter - guest workers

Heimattourismus - homeland tourism
Migrationshintergrund - migratory background.

Querstadtein - the name of an NGO and a play on the German word querfeldein meaning off
the beaten track in nature to suggest a similar meaning in an urban context.

Tranenpalast - the Palace of Tears and name of a museum
Vergangenheitsbewaltigung - the attempt to grapple with the local difficult history
Willkommenskultur - welcoming culture

Arabic Words and Phrases:

Alfada' aleamu - public space
al-Nakba - ‘the Catastrophe’, a Palestinian word for experience of mass exile in 1948

al-Naksa - ‘the defeat’, a Palestinian word for occupation of the West Bank and Gaza after
Israel won the war against Egypt, Jordan, and Syria

Awda - ‘return’, trips by Palestinian individuals, families, and groups to their cities and
villages of origin

Bayara/t - well-house

Mazra’as - plantations industry



Sabr - prickly pear

Sumiud - ‘steadfastness’, denoting Palestinian national defiance

Multaga - meeting point and the name of a project in some of Berlin’s museums

Halagat Istigbal - a round table and name of a grassroots organization

Wugqiif ‘ala al-atlal - stopping by the ruins
Yafa - Jaffa

Hebrew Words and Phrases:

‘Aliyah - immigration

Ashkenazi/m - Jew/s of European origins

Galuti - diasporic

Galut — exile, diaspora

Histadrut - General Organization of Workers in the land of Israel
Mizrahi/m - Jew/Jews of Middle Eastern and North African origins
Sabar - prickly pear

Shvil Israel - Israel National Trail

Tiyulim - hiking

Yafo - Jaffa

Yedi’at ha’aretz - Knowledge of the Land

Zochrot - female plural form for “remember” in Hebrew and the name of an NGO

Note on Figures: All images have been produced by the author unless cited or stated

otherwise.



Introduction

The most vivid memories my grandfather would share with me were about landscapes he
could no longer access and the migratory journeys of his early childhood. His family
immigrated to Germany from a small village in an area which then belonged to Poland and
now belongs to Ukraine. Yet, with the rise of the Nazi regime when he was eight, his
kindergarten teacher who loved him very much warned his parents that they should escape,
since Germany was no longer a safe place for Jews. They relocated again, moving across
different cities in Europe to seek refuge. He would tell me of the sugar beet fields in his home
village and about playing in the streets of Vienna as a little boy on the move, excluded from
stability, school, and a home. Eventually, his family infiltrated illegally into British
mandatory Palestine and until a much later age he had no legal documents. These stories
sparked my interest in how the themes of forced displacement, place, belonging, and memory
all correlate. | have noticed that such migratory journeys and the ways they inform identities
and cities as multiple and complex, across generations, are not well accounted for within
official discourses on forced displacement and within displays of urban heritage. This was the
departure point for this research into the politics of the landscapes and representations of
displacement.

At the turn of the Twenty First century, forcibly displaced intellectual Edward Said
(2000: 138) wrote: ‘our age - with its modern warfare, imperialism, and the quasi-theological
ambitions of totalitarian rulers - is indeed the age of the refugee, the displaced person, [and]
mass migration’. Twenty years later, the number of people experiencing displacement due to
war, persecution, conflict, violence, and human rights violations has increased. Within the
spell of writing this PhD, there have been two episodes that were depicted in public discourse
as an unpresented ‘refugee crisis’. The first wave was caused by the tragic civil war in Syria,
and whilst this conflict remains unsolved, another wave of refugees is currently escaping a
violent Russian invasion of Ukraine. Simultaneously, people have been escaping devastating
wars and conflicts in many other places, such as Irag, Afghanistan, and Eritrea. All the while,
prolonged conditions of forced displacement from earlier periods remain unresolved, as is the
case for Palestinian refugees such as Said who were displaced from their homes in 1948. The
mechanisms of the denial of their right of return is something that | am well experienced in,
having grown up in the state of Israel and bearing witness to its colonial project of
dispossession of Palestinian time and place. This has inspired the intervention this study

proposes, of expanding the geo-temporal scope of forced displacement research beyond the
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penetration of borders and short spells of crisis, and enriching its vocabulary through
post/colonial theory - with implications for scholars and others who engage in the research
and representation of this phenomena, such as NGOs, media outlets, and policy makers.

According to the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR), forced displacement is
currently at its highest level since the Second World War. Consequently, several academic
fields have dedicated greater attention to the theme of forced displacement. However, despite
the growing academic interest, the term refugee remains ambiguous in public discourse: it is
increasingly difficult to draw a clear border between voluntary and involuntary migrants,
whilst refugees' legal and cultural recognition is subjected to shifting public opinion, political
agendas, and the perceived authenticity of their life stories (Capo 2015; Goodman et al 2017).
Because the definition is contested, this thesis uses the terms refugee, forcibly displaced
person, asylum seeker, or internally displaced person to describe those who claim these titles,
irrespective of their official status. This allows for a focus on all the different categories of
people who claim the status of forcibly displaced persons. A key approach for studying
forced displacement, pertinent in law, media studies, and political science, focuses on its
administrations, laws, and representation in national and transnational scales (e.g., Ramji-
Nogales 2017; Khan 2016; Cowling, Anderson, and Ferguson 2019; Yitmen and Verkuyten
2018; Ekman 2019). In recent years, the phenomenon of forced displacement has also been
examined within architectural disciplines to better understand the infrastructural problems of
the so-called refugee “crisis” (e.g., Martin et al 2020; Sanyal 2014; Fawaz 2017; Montaser
2020; Katz, Martin, and Minca 2018; Al Asali et al 2019). Similarly, research in the growing
fields of camps and critical border studies chart the elastic architecture of exclusion and
violence which is directed towards those who seek asylum and refuge (e.g., Raeymaekers
2013; Casas-Cortes, Cobarrubias and Pickles 2015; Wemyss and Cassidy 2019; Augustova,
Carrapico and Obradovi¢-Wochnik 2021; Bird et al. 2021).

However, the existing focus of research on the administration of forced displacement,
with its architecture of border-zones, confinement facilities, and emergency accommodations
reiterates a state-centric geographical imagination of national sovereignty and territory. It also
restates the temporal conception of an unprecedented refugee or reception ‘crisis’, which has
come to dominant public discourse, especially since 2015 (Gattinara 2017; Triandafyllidoux
2018; Ambrosini et al 2019). By focusing on the management, reception, and violence
directed towards those who seek refuge, studies also augment a public perception of forcibly
displaced people as hopeless voiceless victims (Greussing and Boomgaarden, 2017; Houston
and Morse 2017; Tazzioli, 2016; Tirosh and Klein-Avraham, 2017). In fact, a common
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cultural framing highlights the invisibility of displaced people in the public domain —
although, paradoxically, they constantly appear in the city, within political discourses, the
media, and surveillance technologies that monitor their movements (Tazzioli and Walters
2016; Day 2019).! Hence, whilst visibility itself is not at stake, the problem is the control and
agency displaced person hold over their representations. Accordingly, the key argument
outlined in this thesis is that the existing geo-temporal scope of analysis of forced
displacement needs to be expanded and better grounded theoretically and methodologically in
the voices, perspectives, and acts of agency of forcibly displaced persons.

The study therefore joins an emerging multi-disciplinary trend that utilises
participatory methodologies to shifts the focus onto displaced persons’ lived experiences,
voices, and acts of agency (e.g., Ansems de Vries 2016; Ata¢ 2016; Darling 2017; Katz
2017; Yassine, Al-Harithy and Boano 2019; Field, Tiwari and Mookherjee 2020; VVeronese et
al. 2020). Agency here indicates a capability ‘of acting otherwise’ (Giddens 1984: 14). A key
discussion within this trend examines how refugees disrupt pre-existing formulations of
citizenship (Atag 2016; Nyers and Rygiel 2012; Darling 2017). Important debates have
further emerged around the spatial agency of refugees to impact the environments they
inhabit and to form social infrastructures and networks of care (Katz 2017; Yassine, Al-
Harithy and Boano 2019; Field, Tiwari and Mookherjee 2020; Veronese et al. 2020). Spatial
agency in this study is referring to the power to re-negotiate existing structures and
inequalities through spatial actions, visions, and solutions (Awan, Schneider and Till 2013).
However, moving away from the current focus on how displaced persons re-envision
formulations of citizenship and reshape the camps they inhabit, this study examines their
impact on the politics of representation of cities and their heritage. Specifically, the thesis
investigates how displaced persons deconstruct the spatial configurations of urban public
memory by leading or participating in city walking tours. Through this, the aim is to expand
the geo-temporal depth of research on forced displacement by advancing our understanding
of how discipled persons are impacted by and affect the multiple and prolonged conditions of

division, colonialism, and war that they live within

1 Over the past few years, a plethora of stories by charities and journalists around the invisibility of refugees
have appeared in print and digital media See for example: https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-
professionals-network/2016/apr/19/refugees-dont-just-live-in-camps; https://www.alnap.org/help-library/urban-
refugees-raising-the-voice-of-the-invisible; https://www.unhcr.org/uk/research/working/4eb945¢39/invisible-
refugees-protecting-sahrawis-palestinians-displaced-2011-libyan.html;
https://www.unicef.org/eca/media/10676/file/This%20Analysis.pdf.
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Guided city tours are performative events that weave together time and place to
produce an interactive narrative (Richardson 2005; Macdonald 2006; Wynn, 2011). Hence, as
a field site, they provide an exemplary opportunity to study the exchange between the agency
of displaced persons, memory, place, and architecture. Through the focus on guided tours, the
secondary aim of this thesis is to theorise the role that spatial memory assumes within the
political struggles of displaced persons. Integrating the theme of spatial memory into debates
on the political agency of displaced persons is understood by this study as crucial since
memory is a vital resource for the preservation of their identity and heritage and to navigate
their rights and integration (Glynn and Kleist 2012; Ram and Yacobi 2012; Butler 2017,
Hawari 2018; Tirosh 2018a; Charron 2020). Moreover, migration from and into cities is
intertwined within geographic histories of violence (Hall 2012; Johnston and Pratt 2019;
Gilroy 2005). To reach these aims, the thesis will focus on the empirical context of heritage
walking tours in two ‘wounded cities’ chosen from across the global “north” and “south”
divide with the aim of learning through the differences and similarities between them,
without universalizing cities. Conceptualizing cities as wounded, Karen E. Till (2012)
advises, provides a means to engage with the multiple histories of colonialism, exclusion, and
violence that continue to shape urban socio-political life and topographies of displacement.
The first site of analysis is Berlin, the former capital of Nazi Germany, a city heavily bombed
during the Second World War and subsequently divided by the Berlin Wall from 1961 to
1989. The second is the officially named Jaffa-Tel Aviv municipality, comprised of two cities
violently joined following the 1948 Arab-Israel War and the ethnic cleansing and spatial
obliteration it entailed.

There are sufficient similarities that render these cities interesting to study together.
Both are dominated by a conflicted public discourse around the presence of refugees and
categorized by their strong orientations towards traumatic memories, especially related to the
Holocaust, which nonetheless involves mechanisms of forgetting and denial. This thesis will
contribute to understanding how these memory politics play an integral role in shaping the
conflicting attitudes towards forced displacement. Another rationale for choosing these cities
is that there are also adequate differences between them to allow for an exploration of how
the different political-cultural contexts of cities affect the place of refugees in different ways.
For instance, Berlin represents a city that has officially overcome division (after the territorial
and political reunification of Germany) whilst Jaffa-Tel Aviv remains disputed along ethno-
national lines (in the context of the unresolved Israeli-Palestinian Conflict). Berlin is also

considered a city which has successfully dealt with some aspects of its difficult past, but has
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not fully addressed its colonial legacy, whereas Jaffa remines colonized by Tel Aviv.
Additionally, whilst Berlin has gained global recognition as a site of welcome for refugees, in
Jaffa-Tel Aviv their legal and cultural status is more precarious. By researching these already
studied cities through the novel perspective of tours given by displaced people, this study
aims to provide new insights onto the politics that shape their public memory and urban
sphere. It therefore seeks to advance and place in dialog three key interdisciplinary areas of
research: forced displacement, urban studies, and memory studies.

As part of the key aim of this study of expanding the geo-temporal scale of forced
displacement research, it argues for a theoretical reorientation within the field towards
postcolonial thinking. This is another rationale which underpins the interest in the touristic
practice of city walking tours. Indeed, in our era of global capitalism and increased mobility,
tourism is one of the most significant and omnipresent means to encounter and interact with
the heritage and histories of “others” (Salazar 2005; Schwenkel 2006; McDowell 2008;
Chaitin 2011; Marschall 2017; Pfoser and Keightley 2019). Nevertheless, tourism also
contributes towards cultivating and performing imperial and national imagined geographies
that render certain groups as “others” and reiterates static formulations of space, identity, and
culture; and, it epitomizes the connections between colonialism and neo-liberalism (Wilson,
2017; Linehan, Clark, and Xie, 2020; Rowen, 2014; Feldman, 2016). This study therefore
maintains that tourism encounters are useful for unpacking the enduring implications of
entangled colonial histories and sets out to investigate whether they can also inform counter-
practices that elevate the agency and resistance of the colonized and those subjected to
colonial processes of “othering”. Towards this end, the study proposes that the scale of the
walking body in the street provides a means to register these seemingly contradictory
processes. By utilizing guided tours as a dual research topic and method, the study further
aims to inquire into the political potentiality of walking as a collaborative pedagogy and

representational strategy.

Research Methodology

Walking thus holds a dual significance to this thesis, as a research topic and a research
method. Whilst walking is commonly associated with utility or leisure, this seemingly
mundane activity is also part of a longstanding history of political struggles across the globe,
as Yarimar Bonilla (2011: 315) writes:
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The act of walking has long constituted an important (yet underexamined) element of political protest
and collective action. From Gandhi’s Salt March, to the “freedom walks” of the Civil Rights movement,
to the weekly counterclockwise marches of the Argentinean mothers of La Plaza de Mayo: countless
social movements have been defined by walking or marching as a form of protest and political speech.

At times, the right to walk is the topic of struggle, as was the case with the Kinder Mass
Trespass in the Peak District of Derbyshire, England, in 1932. It was organized by members
of the Young Communist League to protest the denial of walkers’ access to open land. At
other times, walking is a means to protest broader social injustices. Increasingly, this
localised practice morphs into transnational movements such as SlutWalks, which emerged in
Toronto in 2011 to protest rape-culture, and subsequently spread to over one hundred cities.
Often, walking embodies both a struggle for justice and an act of commemoration, such as
the Grenfell Tower Silent Walk in 2018, which mourned the seventy-two fatalities of the
Grenfell Tower fire and campaigned for safer homes. Advancing the repertoire of protest and
commemoration walks that have received scholarly attention, the study focuses on a less
straight-forwardly political mode of walking, the guided tour, and inquiries into its
potentiality as a collaborative mode of representation and political action. Towards this end,
the study utilized the qualitative participatory method of walk-along ethnography, which
refers to being on site whilst on the move.

My interest in participatory creative methodologies and collaborative modes of
representation began when I was studying my undergraduate degree in art and visual culture.
On the one hand, we learned very critical stances about art making and the art world, but at
the same time this remined within the boundaries of the classroom. As a means of engaging
through art with a wider community, | initiated an Alternative After School Art Club for
numerous schools in the Elephant and Castle area. The project revolved around an artistic
mapping of the local neighbourhood through walking and looking into its patterns and
textures as a way for participants to engage with their locality. This walking methodology
was used by students to visually articulate the impact of the rapid gentrification the area was
undergoing and its impact on their lives. My theoretical development during an MA in art and
politics and my further involvement in activism initiatives have further inspired a conceptual
move away from the gallery to the urban public sphere, and from art into vernacular
creativity. | further encountered the transformative power of celebrative walking during a
tour of a destroyed Palestinian village guided by a Palestinian second-generation refugee.
Experiencing how the tour altered my geographical conceptions and led me to re-evaluate the

Israel-Palestine conflict through a colonial lens has inspired this theoretical and
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methodological investigation into guided tours as a path for de-colonizing contemporary
cities. My walk-along ethnographic research for this thesis entailed joining twenty-nine
guided tours between 2018-2021 in Berlin, Jaffa, and Tel Aviv. This included: conducting
walk-along interviews with tour guides about the process of designing their tours; joining
their tours as a participant-observe and conducting walk-along interviews with the audience;
and joining more official heritage tours in these cities and regions to familiarize myself with
their hegemonic displays of memory. Below is a basic table of information about this

research.
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Berlin

Date

1. 4 March
2018

2. 9 December
2018

3. 11 December
2018

4. 5 April 2019

5. 12 April
2019

6. 15 April
2019

7. 5 May 2019

8. 7 May 2019

9. 10 May 2019

10. 11 May 2019

Title

How | became a
Berliner
Meeting

Neukolln from
the Newcomers’
Perspective

Route44

Jewish Heritage
Walking Tour of
Berlin

Berlin
Postkolonial

Why we are
Here

Post-colonial
Tour of
Neukolln

The City and My
Life

Global politics,
the city and my
life

Global politics,
the city and my
life

Location
Mitte
District

NeukélIn
District

NeukolIn
District

Mitte
District

Wedding
District

Mitte
District

NeukolIn
District

Mitte
District

Mitte
District

Mitte
District

Facilitatio
n
Querstadtei
n, Refugees
S