Mechanism of eIF6 release from the nascent 60S ribosomal subunit
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Abstract

SBDS (deficient in the inherited leukemia predisposition disorder Shwachman-
Diamond syndrome) and the GTPase EFL1 (an EF-G homolog) activate nascent 60S
ribosomal subunits for translation by catalyzing eviction of the anti-association factor
elF6 from nascent 60S ribosomal subunits. However, the mechanism is completely
unknown. Here, we present cryo-electron microscopy structures of human SBDS and
SBDS-EFL1 bound to Dictyostelium discoideum 60S ribosomal subunits with and
without endogenous elF6. SBDS assesses the integrity of the P-site, bridging uL.16
(mutated in T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia) with ulLL11 at the P-stalk base and
the sarcin-ricin loop. Upon EFL1 binding, SBDS is repositioned around helix 69,
promoting a conformational switch in EFL1 that displaces eIF6 by competing for an
overlapping binding site on the 60S ribosomal subunit. Our data reveal the conserved

mechanism of elF6 release that is corrupted in both inherited and sporadic leukemias.



Introduction

The nascent large (60S) ribosomal subunit undergoes an ordered series of final
maturation steps in the cytoplasm to become competent to enter translation'. In
particular, the Shwachman-Bodian-Diamond syndrome protein (SBDS, Sdol in
Saccharomyces cerevisiae) that is deficient in the inherited leukemia predisposition
disorder Shwachman-Diamond syndrome (SDS)* cooperates with the GTPase
elongation factor-like 1 (EFL1, also known as EFTUD1) to catalyze eviction of the
ribosome anti-association factor eukaryotic initiation factor 6 (elF6, Tif6 in S.
cerevisiae)™. The elF6 protein sterically blocks formation of the B6 intersubunit
bridge’® by binding to the sarcin-ricin loop (SRL), uL14 and eL24 (unified
nomenclature for ribosomal proteins’) on the 60S intersubunit face and must therefore
be removed to allow the assembly of actively translating 80S ribosomes'’. Upon
release, elF6 shuttles back to the nucleus where it plays an essential role in the
biogenesis and nuclear export of the 60S ribosomal subunit'".

SDS is characterized by poor growth, exocrine pancreatic insufficiency,
skeletal abnormalities and bone marrow failure, with a 30-40% risk of progression to
myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS) and acute myeloid leukemia (AML)Y.
Interestingly, a subset of T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemias (T-ALL) are
associated with recurrent uL16 mutations'® that impair the release of Tif6 (and the
60S nuclear export adaptor Nmd3) when expressed in yeast. Together, these data
support the hypothesis that defective late 60S ribosomal subunit maturation may drive
leukemic transformation. However, the mechanistic link between SBDS, ulL16 and
elF6 remains unclear.

Like eIF6, the SBDS protein is shared by eukaryotes and archaea. X-ray

crystallography and solution NMR spectroscopy have revealed the conserved



tripartite architecture of the SBDS protein®'*'®. Human SBDS comprises domains I
(FYSH domain, residues S2-S96), II (residues D97-A170) and III (residues H171-
E250). EFL1 is homologous to the ribosomal translocase EF-G in prokaryotes and to
elongation factor 2 (EF-2) in eukaryotes®. Like E-2, EFL1 has an overall five-domain
architecture, including domain I that contains the G1-G5 motifs that bind and
hydrolyze GTP. Intriguingly, the ferredoxin-like fold of SBDS domain III is most

closely related to domain V of EF-2, that is also found in EFL1"

. The presence of an
insertion of variable length within domain II distinguishes EFL1 from other ribosomal
translocases.

To elucidate the mechanism elF6 release from nascent 60S ribosomal
subunits, we have used single particle cryo-electron microscopy (cryo-EM) to
determine the structures of native Dictyostelium discoideum pre-60S ribosomal
subunits with and without endogenous elF6 bound to human SBDS and SBDS-EFL1.
We show that dynamic rotation of the SBDS protein in the ribosomal P-site is coupled
to a conformational switch in EFL1 that promotes elF6 displacement through
competition for an overlapping binding site on the 60S ribosomal subunit. Together,

our data reveal the mechanism underlying a key conserved quality control step in 60S

subunit maturation that is corrupted in human leukemia-associated ribosomopathies.



Results
SBDS contacts ul.16 in the ribosomal P-site

To determine the mechanism of elF6 release, we capitalized on the
observation that human SBDS and EFL1 can evict elF6 from purified native
Dictyostelium pre-60S subunits®. Using single particle cryo-electron microscopy
(cryo-EM) and in silico sorting, we determined the structures of three complexes
(60S-elF6-SBDS, 60S-elF6-SBDS-EFL1 and 60S-SBDS-EFL1) from a single
heterogeneous mixture containing the mnon-hydrolysable GTP analogue [, 7-
methyleneguanosine 5’-triphosphate (GMPPCP), human SBDS and EFL1 and native
Dictyostelium 60S ribosomal subunits carrying endogenous elF6. We were able to
trap elF6 on 85% of the native pre-60S subunits by using a Dictyostelium strain
(HM2917) that overexpresses a dominant negative SBDS-GFP fusion protein®
(Online methods). A low concentration of glutaraldehyde was added to reduce
preferential particle orientation on the cryo-EM grid.

We generated a 3D cryo-EM map of the 60S-eIF6-SBDS complex at 3.3 A
resolution (Fig. 1a, b and Supplementary Fig. 2a). Although the local resolution
(Supplementary Fig. 2b) extends to 3 A in some areas of the 60S-eIF6-SBDS
complex, allowing unambiguous visualization of RNA bases (Supplementary Fig.
2¢) or ribosomal protein side chains (Supplementary Fig. 2d), the resolution
decreases towards the periphery, particularly for the bound assembly factors. In the
60S-eIF6-SBDS complex, the resolution of the SBDS protein is in the range of 4-5 A,
allowing identification of a-helices and B-sheets (Supplementary Fig. 2e). The maps
allowed us to fit and refine homology models of Dictyostelium elF6, ribosomal

proteins, ribosomal RNA (rRNA) fragments and the solution NMR structure of



human SBDS’ (Supplementary Fig. 2g-i and 3a-c and Supplementary Tables 1
and 2).

The structure of the 60S subunit reflects that of the mature ribosome'”™". The
elF6 binding site is conserved, involving the C-terminus of uL.14 in close proximity to
the sarcin-ricin loop (SRL), the loop formed by residues 58-71 of uL3 and the N-
terminus of eL24"** (Fig. 1c). There is no direct contact between eIF6 and SBDS.
Consistent with in vitro binding studies®', SBDS domain I occupies the P-site of the
60S ribosomal subunit, packing between the P-loop (helix 80), helix 69 and the
conserved essential internal loop of ulL16, a ribosomal protein that is targeted by
recurrent mutations (R98S, R98C and Q123P) in T-ALL" (Fig. 1d). On one face of
the B-hairpin at the base of uL.16, residue Q123 (Dictyostelium M123) lies in close
proximity to SBDS domain I (helix o2). Based on the yeast 80S crystal structure'’,
the side-chain of the highly conserved uL16 residue R98 on the opposite face of the
hairpin, likely makes an electrostatic interaction with helix 39 (nucleotides 1363-4).
SBDS residues S2-V15 interact with components of the peptidyl transferase center
(PTC), the six N-terminal residues extending into the ribosomal peptide exit tunnel
(Fig. 1b). SBDS domain III contacts the SRL (helix 95) and the P-stalk base (uL11,
helices 43 and 44) in a similar manner to domain V of EF-G** and EF-2* (Fig. 1e).
Thus, SBDS shields the active sites of the 60S subunit including the P-site, PTC, the
entrance to the polypeptide exit tunnel and the binding site at the P-stalk base for the
translational GTPases. Furthermore, our data reveal a direct structural link on the
ribosome between SBDS (mutated in the inherited leukemia predisposition disorder

SDS) and uL16 (mutated in acquired pediatric T-ALL).

EFL1 and eIF6 compete for an overlapping binding site



With no direct contact between SBDS and elF6, we hypothesized that EFL1,
like its homolog EF-2, might bind in the canonical translational GTPase center, where
it might potentially interact with both SBDS and elF6. To test this hypothesis, we
obtained cryo-EM maps of complexes containing 60S-eIF6-SBDS-EFL1 (Fig. 2a)
and 60S-SBDS-EFL1 (lacking endogenous elF6) (Fig. 2b) at overall resolutions of
4.1 A and 4.2 A respectively (Supplementary Fig. 2a). The local resolution for EFL1
is in the range of 8-9 A, limiting interpretation to protein domains (Supplementary
Fig. 2b, f). In the absence of a high-resolution EFL1 crystal structure, we built a
homology model for human EFL1 (Online Methods and Supplementary Fig. 4a-c)
and docked this together with SBDS and eIlF6 unambiguously into the cryo-EM maps
(Supplementary Fig. 2h, i and 4d-g and Supplementary Tables 1 and 2).

EFL1 adopts two distinct conformations. In the 60S-elF6-SBDS-EFL1
complex, consistent with competitive EF-2 binding assays®*, EFL1 binds to a site on
the intersubunit face of the large subunit that is common to other canonical
translational GTPases”>**®, However, of the total EFL1 buried surface area (4609.3
A?), only 13.5% contacts rRNA, the remainder binding SBDS (33%), eIF6 (40%),
ulL11 (12%) and uL10 (1.5%). In transition to the 60S-SBDS-EFL1 complex, EFL1
has undergone a large-scale arc-like interdomain movement with domains I-II (~20
A) and IV (~10 A) pivoting around the relatively fixed axis formed by domains III
and V (Fig. 2¢c and Supplementary Movie 1). EFL1 undergoes an overall
“accommodation” on the 60S subunit that results in more extensive interactions with
the rRNA (24% of the total buried surface area of 4762.4 A®), ribosomal proteins
(34%) and SBDS (42%). By competing with elF6 for an overlapping binding site on
the 60S ribosomal subunit, the “accommodated” EFL1 conformation is incompatible

with simultaneous binding of elF6 (Fig. 2d). Specifically, in the “accommodated”



state, EFL1 domain I comes into close contact with the tip of the SRL and with uL.14
(Fig. 2e, f). Although the EFL1 domain II insertion (that distinguishes EFL1 from EF-
2) also contacts elF6, genetic complementation experiments in S. cerevisiae revealed
that it was dispensable for EFLI function in vivo (Supplementary Fig. Sa, b).
Furthermore, in contrast with previous reports®*, Tif6 residues S174 and S175 (and
indeed the poorly conserved C-terminal 21 amino acids) were dispensable for Tif6
recycling in vivo (Supplementary Fig. Sc, d). We conclude that in the
“accommodated” conformation, EFL1 domain I has a critical role in competing with

elF6 for the overlapping binding site on the SRL.

Dynamic rotation of SBDS

Consistent with the global domain motions observed by solution NMR
spectroscopic analysis’, SBDS domain II undergoes a 60° rotation on EFL1 binding,
with a pivot point through the N-terminus of helix o5 (Fig. 3a-d and Supplementary
Movie 2). SBDS domain III rotates 180° away from the P-stalk base (“closed” state)
towards helix 69 (“open” state), while SBDS domain I remains anchored in the P-site.
Displacement of SBDS domain III from its binding site at the P-stalk base by EFL1
domain V explains the intriguing structural homology between these two protein
domains of diverse amino acid sequence'*: SBDS and EFL1 both share a common

binding site on the 60S subunit, but cannot bind simultaneously to the P-stalk base.

Interpreting disease-related SBDS variants
Due to the conservation of rRNA and ribosomal protein sequences between
human and Dictyostelium, our structure allows us to interpret the consequences of

SDS-associated disease mutations in a ribosomal context. We set out to functionally



validate the importance of the potential contacts between SBDS and the ribosome
observed in our cryo-EM structure by genetic complementation of SDOI deleted
(sdolA) yeast cells and by analyzing 60S subunit binding in an sdolA suppressor
strain (C375) that allows expression of Sdo1 variants as the sole source of Sdo1 (Fig.
4a, b). All three domains were required for Sdol function in vivo, domain I being
necessary but not sufficient for 60S binding. Several disease-related alleles (sdol-
F57L, N67E, KIS5IN, KIS5IE, R224F) were defective in both the genetic
complementation and binding assays. The F57L missense mutation perturbs the fold
of SBDS domain I (but not II or IIT)’. The local resolution of the SBDS protein in the
maps (4-5 A) does not allow us to visualize individual amino acid side chains.
Nevertheless, the structure suggests that the disease-associated residue K67 (yeast
N67) in SBDS domain I potentially makes an electrostatic interaction with the P-loop
(nucleotide G2956) (Fig. 4c¢). Consistent with this hypothesis, substitution of the
sdol-N67E allele with N67G or N67K restored both sdolA cell growth and Sdol
binding to the ribosome (Fig. 4a, b). Thus, a specific interaction between Sdol
domain I and the 60S subunit is required for yeast cell fitness. Upon EFL1 binding,
the highly conserved residues K151 (N-terminus of helix a7) and R218 (yeast R224,
helix a9 of SBDS domain III) potentially make electrostatic interactions with the tip
of helix 69 (nucleotides 2522-3) (Fig. 4d). Together with the genetic and biochemical
analysis (Fig. 4a, b), our data support a key role for K151 and R218 in stabilizing the
“open” conformation of the SBDS protein. Indeed, as the density for H69 is clear in
our maps (the local resolution is 4-5 A in the 60S-eIF6-SBDS complex), it is
reasonable to propose that SBDS stabilizes the conformation of H69, a structural
element that is usually not well ordered in isolated 60S subunits. The 60° rotation of

SBDS domain II relative to domain I (Fig. 3d) in the presence of EFL1 involves a



flexible linker (residues K90-R100) that potentially interacts with the rRNA between
helices 69 and 71 (nucleotides 2551-2) (Fig. 4e). The functional importance of the
linker is supported by the fitness defects of disease-related alleles (sdol-494-95 and
sdol1-D97-K98delinsEVQVS) that alter the linker length and sdol-RI00E that alters
the charge of a highly conserved residue at the N-terminus of helix o5 (Fig. 4a, b).
Flexibility in this region is likely important in facilitating the rotational dynamics of
SBDS on the ribosome. We conclude that disease-related SBDS variants target rRNA
contacts that are critical for 60S binding and the stabilization of functionally
important conformational states. These data provide important in vivo validation of

the cryo-EM structures.

Interpreting T-ALL associated ulL16 variants

Mutations in uL16 (uL16-R98S, R98C and HI23P) are recurrently associated
with T-ALL and perturb Tif6 (and Nmd3) release in yeast">. Residue R98 of uL16
makes an electrostatic interaction with helix 39 (nucleotides 1363-4) in the crystal
structure of the yeast ribosome'”. In view of the close interaction in our structure
between uL16 and SBDS in the P-site (Fig. 1d), we hypothesized that like uL16-
S104D*"* the T-ALL associated uLl6-R98S allele might impair Tif6 release
indirectly by destabilizing the interaction of ulL16 with helix 39, thereby altering the
conformation of the uL16 P-site loop and reducing Sdol binding in vivo. Supporting
this hypothesis, the T-ALL alleles uL16-R98S, R98C and HI23P all impaired yeast
cell fitness and 60S binding by Sdol in vivo (Supplementary Fig. 5e-g). However,
unlike uL16-R98S and R9SC, the ul16-H123P allele markedly reduced uL16 protein
expression, causing a severe fitness defect (Supplemental Fig. 5e), likely as a

consequence of proline-induced unfolding of the uL16 B[11B5 hairpin. We conclude
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that T-ALL associated uLL16 mutations indirectly impair elF6 release by reducing

SBDS recruitment to nascent 60S subunits in vivo.
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Discussion

Mechanism of eIF6 release

Our cryo-EM, biochemical and genetic analysis allows us to propose a mechanism for
elF6 release, a key conserved step in the translational activation of ribosomes that is
mediated by SBDS and the GTPase EFL1 in eukaryotes and likely EF-2 in archaea
(Fig. 5a-d and Supplementary Movie 3). We propose a cofactor-dependent
conformational switching model®® in which EFLI initially binds to the GTPase center,
in direct contact with SBDS and elF6, in a low affinity inactive GTP-bound state
(Fig. 5b). Competing with SBDS for an overlapping binding site, EFL1 domain V
promotes a 180° rotational displacement of SBDS domain III away from the P-stalk
base (“closed” state) towards helix 69 (“open” state) to adopt a conformation that is
likely stabilized by interactions between SBDS residues K151 and R218 and helix 69
(Fig. 3a-d and 4d). We suggest that in the “open” state, SBDS drives the equilibrium
of GTP-bound EFL1 towards an active high affinity (“accommodated”) SRL-bound
conformation that effectively competes with elF6 for an overlapping binding site on
the SRL and promotes elF6 displacement from the 60S subunit (Fig. Sc). In the final
step of the catalytic cycle (Fig. 5d), we propose that the interaction of EFL1 with the
SRL promotes GTP hydrolysis, shifting the EFL1 conformational equilibrium from a
high to a low-affinity ribosome binding state and promoting dissociation of both
EFL1 and SBDS from the 60S subunit. However, further work is required to
determine the precise timing and role of GTP hydrolysis in the mechanism of eIF6
release. It is conceivable that glutaraldehyde may have trapped the less-populated
“accommodated” EFL1 state on 60S subunits lacking eIF6 (15% of the initial purified
population). Nevertheless, we propose that the SRL-bound “accommodated” EFL1

state defines a functionally relevant conformation as it clearly overlaps with the eIF6
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binding site. Consistent with this hypothesis, clusters of mutations in yeast EFL1 that
suppress the P-site loop mutant ul16-S104D map to domain interfaces that are
involved in the conformational change that EF-2 and EF-G undergo during
translocation”’. We hypothesize that such mutations may drive the EFL1
conformational equilibrium towards the “accommodated” state.

SBDS has been proposed as a tRNA mimic'® that is driven into the P-site by
EFL1 in a pseudo-translocation event’”. However, in the absence of EFL1, SBDS
binds to the 60S subunit in an extended orientation that differs completely from any
previously observed for tRNA (Fig. 1a). We suggest that the structural mechanism of
elF6 eviction is more reminiscent of bacterial ribosome recycling by RRF and EF-G
(Fig. 5e-h)*' . SBDS binds in the 60S subunit interface cavity in an orientation that
is remarkably similar to RRF on the bacterial 50S subunit (Fig. 5f), while SBDS and
RRF undergo similar extensive interdomain rotations on the large ribosomal subunit
in the presence of their respective cooperating GTPases (Fig. 5g, h). SBDS is a multi-
tasking protein: domain I protects and potentially proofreads the peptide exit tunnel
and PTC; domain II promotes EFL1 conformational switching and together with
domain I mediates 60S binding and dynamic interdomain motion; domain III first
shields the translational GTPase binding site at the P-stalk base and later, in the

“open” conformation, promotes EFL1 conformational switching.

Final quality control assessment of the nascent 60S subunit

As the substrate for our cryo-EM studies, we used late pre-60S particles
purified from Dictyostelium cells overexpressing a dominant-negative SBDS mutant®.
17-19

The structure of these pre-60S particles reflects that of a mature 60S subunit

enriched for bound elF6 (but not Nmd3), with uL16 already integrated. Loading of
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uL16 is critical for Nmd3 eviction®® and for Sdol binding to the 60S subunit in vivo
(Supplementary Fig. 5f, g). Together, these data support the hypothesis that SBDS is
recruited to an elF6-bound pre-60S particle following uL16 loading and Nmd3
removal (Fig. 5a), ordering eIF6 (not Nmd3') release as the final step in 60S subunit
maturation.

As elF6 sterically blocks ribosomal subunit joining®, its eviction licenses the
entry of mature 60S subunits into the actively translating pool. We propose that by
“proofreading” the peptide exit tunnel, the P-site and the GTPase center, SBDS and
EFL1 both have key roles in coupling elF6 release to a final quality control
assessment of the integrity of the active sites of the 60S subunit, similar to the
functional checkpoints that regulate translational activation of the pre-40S
subunit’’*®, Together with the structures of 60S-eIF6"**, 60S-Nmd3*’ and 60S-
Arx1**! complexes, our data strengthen the hypothesis that cytoplasmic pre-60S
assembly factors have critical roles in structural proofreading and preventing
premature translation by masking the active sites of the ribosome. The intriguing
presence of a rod-shaped density in the polypeptide tunnel exit in the 60S—Arx1—-Reil
complex suggests that the tunnel itself is subjected to proofreading™. The presence of
six N-terminal residues of the SBDS protein in the proximal part of the polypeptide
exit tunnel (Fig. 1b, d) reinforces this concept and raises the possibility that the entire
length of the tunnel may undergo proofreading during assembly. Finally, the
competition between EFL1 and elF6 for an overlapping binding site on the SRL
provides an elegant mechanism to couple a quality control assessment of the
functional integrity of the SRL to the last step in the EFL1 catalytic cycle (GTP

hydrolysis).
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The oncogenic ribosome
Our data reveal an allosteric cascade in which large-scale dynamic movements
in SBDS and EFL1 link the conserved P-site loop of uL16 with elF6. Our study links
the pathogenesis of inherited (SDS) and sporadic (T-ALL) forms of leukemia in a
common pathway involved in 60S subunit maturation and the translational activation
of ribosomes. Interestingly, SBDS deficiency appears to promote acquired interstitial
deletions of chromosome 20, encompassing the EIF6 gene, in SDS patient bone
marrow cells*, providing a potential mechanism to suppress the defect in ribosome
biogenesis by reducing the copy number of the EIF6 gene. However, precisely how
defective late 60S ribosomal subunit maturation promotes the multistep progression to
MDS and leukemia and the impact of compensatory suppressor mutations in this
process remain key unanswered questions.
In conclusion, our study illustrates the power of cryo-EM and in
silico sorting of a single heterogeneous population to illuminate the mechanism
underlying a dynamic and fundamental late step in 60S ribosomal subunit maturation

that is corrupted in the human ribosomopathies SDS and T-ALL.
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Accession codes

The cryo-EM density maps have been deposited in the Electron Microscopy Data
Bank with accession numbers EMD-3145, EMD-3146 and EMD-3147. Atomic
coordinates have been deposited in the Protein Data Bank, with entry codes 5an9,

Sanb and Sanc.
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Figure legends

Figure 1: SBDS shields the active sites of the 60S subunit.

(a, b) Crown view (a) and transverse section (b) of the cryo-EM map of the 60S-
elF6-SBDS complex, filtered to 4 A. 60S ribosomal subunit is shown in cyan, eIF6 in
yellow and SBDS in magenta. CP: central protuberance; SB: stalk base; PTC:
peptidyl transferase center; N: amino terminus.

(c, d, e) Atomic models of the interface between the 60S ribosomal subunit and eIF6
(c), SBDS domain I (d) and SBDS domain IIT (e). 26S rRNA is