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APPENDIX 2 

CHILDREN ’S BURIALS AT DEIR EL -MEDINA  

 

 

This Appendix collates all burials of children known from Deir el-Medina. Given the differing 

levels of preservation between the Eastern and Western necropolises, and also the difference in 

burial nature as outlined in Chapter 6, there is more data available for the Eastern necropolis. 

This Appendix therefore focusses more heavily on that data-set. However, for the Eastern 

necropolis, as Chapter 6 discusses, Bruyère’s interpretation of the internments is problematic; 

his identification of burials as either of children or adults cannot be relied upon. As such, and 

as less than 30 burials were recorded overall, all Eastern necropolis burials are collated here; 

the distinction between those of children and adults is discussed in Chapter 6 itself. For the 

Western necropolis, where most burials consisted of family tombs, only those which contained 

definite evidence of children have been included. 

 

 

1. EASTERN NECROPOLIS BURIALS : MANNER, DIMENSIONS AND BRUYÈRE’S 

INTERPRETATION  

 

 

1A. BURIALS NOT RECORDED IN FINAL GRAVE REGISTER:   

 

Grave Container 
type 

Container 
length Body length Excavator’s 

interpretation Reference 

3 Basket Unrecorded Unrecorded  Bruyère n.d. (a): 1-2 
No 

number 
Basket 

 
Unrecorded Unrecorded Enfant Bruyère 1937b: 18 

No 
number 

5 vase 
burials 

Unrecorded Unrecorded  Fig. 12;  
Bruyère n.d. (a): 1-2 

No 
number 

Basket  Unrecorded Unrecorded  Fig. 12; 
Bruyère n.d. (a): 1-2 

DX1 Basket  0.51m Unrecorded Kind Anthes 1943: 52, 
Fig. 19 

DX2 Basket 0.54m Unrecorded Kind Anthes 1943: 52-3, 
Pl. 17 

DX3 2 boxes 
with 

shabtis 

 Unrecorded  Anthes 1943: 53-5, 
Fig. 21, Pl. 15b 

DX4 Basket 0.52m Unrecorded  Anthes 1943: 55  
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1B. BURIALS RECORDED IN FINAL GRAVE REGISTER (BRUYÈRE 1937B): 

 

Grave Container type Container 
length Body length Bruyère’s interpretation 

1365 Unknown Unknown No body  
1366 Unknown Unknown No body  
1367 Unknown Unknown No body  
1368 Anthropoid coffin 1.25m No body  
1369 Unknown Unknown No body  
1370 Box coffin 1.96m 1.58m Homme âgé 

 Anthropoid coffin 1.81m 1.6m Femme âgée 
1371 Anthropoid coffin 1.95m 1.59m Femme jeune 
1372 Box coffin 1.3m Unrecorded Petite fille 

 Anthropoid coffin 1.14m Unrecorded Enfant 
 Anthropoid coffin 0.99m Unrecorded Enfant 

1373 Basket 0.65m 0.8m Enfant 
1374 Basket c. 0.5m Unrecorded Enfant, nouveau-né 
1375 Box coffin 1.15m 0.85m Petite fille, très jeune 
1376 Rush mat c. 1m No body  
1377 Box coffin 1.95m No body  
1378 Basket c. 0.5m Unrecorded Tout petit enfant, au 

niveau des tombes 
d’adultes 

1379 Box coffin 1.8m 1.45m Homme très âgé 
 Anthropoid coffin 1.88m 1.5m Femme âgée 

1380 Anthropoid coffin 1.87m 1.72m Femme jeune, toute jeune 
fille 

1381 Anthropoid coffin 1.93m 1.53m Femme jeune 
1382 Box coffin 1.8m 1.68m Homme très âgé 

 Box coffin 1.64m 1.58m Femme jeune 
 Box coffin 1.9m 1.6m Femme jeune 

1383 Rush mat c. 0.9m Unrecorded Enfant 
1384 Box 0.6m Unrecorded Petit squelette 
1385 Anthropoid coffin 0.95m Unknown  
1386 Anthropoid coffin 1m 1m + Petit garçon 

 No coffin Unrecorded 1.47m D’âge moyen 
 No coffin Unrecorded 1.56m D’âge moyen 

1387 Unknown No body No body Adulte 
1388 Box coffin 1.85m 1.6m Femme jeune, au niveau 

des tombes d’adultes 
 Box coffin 1.85m 1.62m Femme jeune, au niveau 

des tombes d’adultes 
1389 Anthropoid coffin 1.85m 1.75m Homme très âgé 
1390 Box 0.5m Unrecorded Petit enfant,  

à l’étage des enfants 
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2. EASTERN NECROPOLIS BURIALS : GRAVE GOODS 

 

In the absence of access to the physical mortuary corpora for re-analysis, identification of pottery types uses the terminology of Bruyère (1937b: 147-202). In certain cases, especially for nuts and fruit, the exact number 

of items has not been given; in such instances, the minimum certain number is provided (e.g. 12 +). With small vases containing oil or other liquids, it is difficult to determine whether this was for consumption or ritual 

purposes; they have therefore been counted in the tally of vases generally, as have their contents under ‘containers of fats, oil, resin’. 

 

 

Grave Ceramics Food 
 

Amphore Vase 
Pot à 
fleurs 

Jatte Assiette Lampe 
Godet / 
coupe 

Étranger Bread 
Nuts and 

fruit 

Grain jars 
or 

sachets 

Containers 
of fats, oil, 

resin 
Other 

1365 1  4  5 6 21  31 25 4 1  
1366              
1367              
1368 1 3  1  11  1  3 + 3 2 Block of salt 
1369              
1370 3 15 9 1 4 4  4 2 41 + 58 + 24 14 Salt; unidentified quadruped; 

animal horn; bird bones; duck; 
pigeon; vine leaves 

1371 3 11 2  2 4  1 2 + 14 + 2 + 1 Meat of unidentified animal 
1372 1 11 1 1 5 2  1 10 + 2 + 1 + 3  
1373  1   7    10 + 4 + 3   
1374  3  1 1  1  2 2 5   
1375  4  1 2 4  1 2  3 3 4  
1376  4 1 1 1 1 3  2 4 + 3 + 1 Pigeon 
1377 1 7 2 1   2  3 + 5 + 2 2  
1378  2            
1379 1 13 2 2 4 3 2 + 1 9 + 3 + 10 + 3 +  
1380  14 2  9    14 + 17 + 8 + 3  
1381 1 10 14  6 2  2 1 + 28 + 2 2 Three pieces of meat; duck 
1382  7 1  1 6   2 + 16 + 2  Animal horn 
1383              
1384           1   
1385         1 +     
1386 2            Two gazelle legs 
1387              
1388 2 35  

 
6 2 12 1  4 27 + 43 + 5 + 12 Unidentified animal; vine 

leaves; duck 
1389 1 24 7  17 1   51 35 + 25 10 Animal horn 
1390              
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Grave Other goods 

 Boxes 
Mats and 
baskets 

Fabric Furniture Metal goods Toiletries Jewellery Other 

1365 2  1      
1366         
1367        Ostraca 
1368  1  Bed, stool Fragment of bronze tool Galena powder   
1369   1      
1370 1 10 2;  

Wicks 
Bed; stool; 
miniature bed and 
stool 

Bronze dishes; bronze 
vase; two bronze tools; 
two bronze mirrors  

Galena powder; four stone kohl jars; 
stibium and kohl sticks; razor; hairpin; 
two wooden combs 

Two faience scarab and bead bracelets Silex scraper; four scarabs; four insect 
coffins; cane; faience cup; lyre; sandals 

1371  3 Wicks Bed Bronze mirror  Two stone kohl jars; stibium sticks; 
sachets of galena; wooden hairpins 

Faience scarab bracelet; four gold earrings Calcite coffin with shabti; persea branches 

1372  1  Stool   Collar of bronze and faience lotuses and 
wDA-eyes; three faience bead bracelets 

Decorated cartonnage jar; persea branches; 
pair of sandals 

1373       Faience bead bracelet  
1374         
1375   Wicks Leg of bed Fragment of bronze tool Stone kohl jar; jasper Bastet-vase with 

orange liquid; two wooden combs; ivory 
needle, wooden needle; wig of hair 

Two scarab bracelets Clay doll, painted white 

1376  3  Stool  Wooden comb; sachet of galena powder  Pair of sandals; five scarabs 
1377 1   Stool  Stone kohl jar; jasper Bastet-vase with 

orange liquid; ivory hairpin; wooden 
comb 

Wooden jewellery box  

1378 2       Bread ‘doll’ 
1379  3 Child’s 

loincloth 
Headrest; five 
stools; chair 

 Bronze razor; two stone kohl jars; ebony 
stick; two alabaster unguent vases; wig; 
blue faience Bastet-vase with orange 
liquid 

Faience scarab bracelet Wooden male and female statuettes with 
faience bead collars; naos serdab; 
throwing-stick; flute; three canes  

1380 1 8  Headrest Fragment of bronze tool; 
bronze mirror 

Two bronze razors; whetstone; wooden 
comb; stone kohl vase; jasper Bastet-vase 
with orange liquid; ebony stick; galena 
powder 

Eight bead and scarab rings; blue and green 
faience beads; ivory and scarab bracelet; 
bead belt and collars; two pairs of earrings 

Bread ‘doll’; two pairs of sandals; persea 
branches; two scarabs 

1381 1 4 Wicks  Fragment of bronze tool; 
six bronze needles 

Two jasper Bastet-vases with orange 
liquid; two stone kohl jars; ebony and 
stibium sticks; three wooden combs, one 
ivory comb; galena powder; hairpin 

Two gold, bead and scarab bracelets Five green and blue faience scarabs 

1382 3 15 Wicks  Bronze mirror Four stone kohl vases; two alabaster 
unguent vases; ebony stick; two wooden 
combs; hairpin; galena powder 

Two faience blue beads; pair of earrings; 
four gold bead and carnelian collars; two 
scarab bracelets; three scarab rings 

Wooden spoon; decorated blue faience dish 
and vase 

1383         
1384         
1385         
1386  3+  Stool    Pair of sandals 
1387         
1388  7 2   Bronze razor; white hair; two alabaster 

kohl jars and one of faience; two ebony 
sticks; faience Bastet-jar 

Blue and white faience beads; blue faience 
bead bracelet 

Pair of sandals; ten scarabs in carnelian, 
faience and green stone; persea branches 

1389 1 4 Lamp 
wicks 

Parts of three 
chairs; two 
headrests 

Fragment of bronze tool Bronze razor; stibium and ebony sticks; 
two hairpins; kohl and galena powder 

 Five canes; two pairs of sandals; shuttle; 
burin; persea branches; lyre; theorbo; five 
scarabs in stone and faience 

1390         
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3. WESTERN NECROPOLIS BURIALS : MANNER, DIMENSIONS AND BRUYÈRE’S INTERPRETATION  

 

Because of the different nature of evidence from the Western necropolis—most reliable evidence comes from Dynasty 19 or later, when burials had transitioned into family tombs rather than individual graves—and the 

frequently pillaged condition of such burials, a full register cannot be created as for the Eastern necropolis. As such, the following table collates all graves where evidence of children was found, alongside any grave goods 

if present. 

 

Based on Bruyère’s reports, it is unclear whether the final entry in this table—an apparent pair of child’s sandals—come from TT359 or TT360. This entry has therefore not been included in the accompanying tally of 

grave goods. For the same reason, neither has the entry listed here under 1322-1325. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grave Date Container type Container length Body length 
Other possible 

evidence of child 
Excavator’s 

interpretation Reference 

1091 Dynasty 18 Fragments of coffin    Jeune fille Bruyère 1927: 56-7 
1137 Dynasty 18 Five skulls; no container   Skull Quatre adultes 

Un enfant 
Bruyère 1929a: 10-12 

1159A Dynasty 18 Box coffin 0.83m 0.25m  Enfant  
  Anthropoid coffin 1.83m 1.66m  Adulte Bruyère 1929a: 40-73 
  Anthropoid coffin 1.92m   Adulte  

1228 Dynasty 18    Skull D’enfant Bruyère 1933: 25-7 
1347 Dynasty 18 Numerous bodies; no 

containers 
   Une momie d’enfant 

Bruyère 1937a: 95 

1352 Dynasty 18 Box coffin 2.88m 1.02m  Petit enfant  
  Anthropoid coffin 

Anthropoid coffin 
Anthropoid coffin 
Anthropoid coffin 

1.4m 
1.92m 
1.82m 
1.92m 

1.25m 
1.6m 
1.62m 
1.49m 

  
Homme 
Femme 
Femme 

Bruyère 1937a: 95-109 

1069  Fragments of four + 
anthropoid coffins 

   Femmes et hommes 
Bruyère 1927: 27-35 

 Ramesside Box coffin    Jeune fille, enfant  
1125 Ramesside    Sandal D’enfant Bruyère 1928: 39-40 
1229 Undateable No container    Enfant Bruyère 1933: 23 

1322-1325 Unknown    Sandal D’enfant Bruyère 1937a: 60-3 
Entrance to 1360 Unknown Box 1.02m   Enfant Bruyère 1937a: 133 

        
TT2 Ramesside    Two pairs of sandals D’enfant Bruyère 1928: 50-3 
TT5 Ramesside    Sandal D’enfant Bruyère 1927: 85-6 

TT356 Ramesside Two bodies; no 
container 

   Femme 
Enfant 

Bruyère 1929a: 77-93 

TT337 Ramesside Several coffins,    Deux momies d’enfants Bruyère 1926: 76-80 
TT359 or TT360 Ramesside    Three pairs of sandals D’enfant Bruyère 1933: 109 
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 4. WESTERN NECROPOLIS BURIALS : GRAVE GOODS

Grave Ceramics Food 
 

Amphore Vase 
Pot à 
fleurs 

Jatte Assiette Lampe 
Godet / 
coupe 

Étranger Bread 
Nuts and 

fruit 
Grain jars or 

sachets 
Containers of 
fats, oil, resin 

Other 

1069 4 4  2 3 1 +      1 +  
1091     1         
1125 1 +             
1137 5 + 15 + 2 10 + 3 +  14 +    8   
1159

A 
1 2  1 3    3 1 + 5  Bunch of leeks 

1228 1         2    
1229 1 +             
1347              
1352 2 2   8    30 (in clay)  4 1 Mummy of quadruped 

              
TT2  4 +  2 9  3 2 +    2  
TT5  1            
TT35

6 
             

TT33

7 
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Grave Other goods 
 

Boxes 
Mats and 
baskets 

Fabric Furniture Metal goods Toiletries Jewellery Other 

1069   1   Wooden plate in 
shape of duck 

Multicoloured bead necklace Remains of harp; wooden amulet; wooden axe; four pairs of sandals; 
three shabtis 

1091  1       
1125        Offering table; wooden anx and Dd symbols; three sandals; two shabtis 
1137        Offering table; cane; clay ‘toy' 
1159A 1  1 Stool; bed; 

headrest 
Bronze toiletry 
set (five pieces) 

Two alabaster jars 
with liquid 

Heart scarab; two bead collars; 
wooden pectoral; two rings; two 
bracelets 

Pair of sandals; 17 persea branches; flint “face”; fragment of wooden 
statue; stone offering table; two wooden shabtis; two canes; fan 

1228  2      Offering table; fragments of four stelae; two hieratic ostraca 
1229        Possible funerary sledge 
1347 1       Fragment of statue group; fragment of stone shabti; wooden hoe 
1352 2 2  Two stools; 

headrest 
 Alabaster kohl jar; 

wooden comb 
Three rings; plaque with cartouche; 
faience bead collar; two stone-bead 
bracelets; faience wDA-eye 

Three miniature beds; two clay female statuettes; one wooden 
statuette; man’s sandal; two canes; five wooden shabtis 

         
TT2 1       Wooden pectoral; four shabti-boxes. 112 shabtis; four pairs of sandals 
TT5        Fragment of relief; offering table; sandal; fragment of shabti 

TT356        Fragments of statue and stela; three pyramidion fragments; five 
stamped bricks; hieratic ostracon; clay seal 

TT337         
 


